
Notice:  Silence your cell phones.  Keep your personal conversations to a minimum.  Observe restrictions  
   designating areas as "Members and Staff Only" 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
Senate Committee on City, County and Local Affairs, House 

Early Childhood Permanent Subcommittee of Education, 
House Committee on City, County and Local Affairs, Senate 

Committee on State Agencies and Governmental Affairs, 
House Committee on State Agencies and Governmental 
Affairs, Joint Committee on Public Retirement & Social 

Security Programs 
Meeting Jointly 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009  

09:00 AM   
Arkansas Northeastern College - 2501 South Division Street  

Blytheville, Arkansas
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Sen. Steve Faris, Chair 
Sen. Sue Madison, Chair 
Sen. Gene Jeffress, Chair 
Sen. Gilbert Baker, Vice Chair 
Sen. Robert Thompson, Vice Chair 
Sen. Johnny Key, Vice Chair 
Sen. Jimmy Jeffress     
Sen. Ed Wilkinson     
Sen. Steve Bryles     
Sen. Kim Hendren     
Sen. Jim Luker     
Sen. Tracy Steele     
Sen. Randy Laverty     
Sen. Bobby Glover     
Sen. Bill Pritchard     
Sen. Paul Bookout     
Sen. Jack Crumbly     
Sen. David Johnson     
Sen. Cecile Bledsoe     
Sen. David Wyatt     
Sen. Joyce Elliott     

 
Rep. Nancy Duffy Blount, Chair 
Rep. George Overbey, Chair 
Rep. Rick Saunders, Chair 
Rep. Tommy Lee Baker, Chair 
Rep. Eddie Cheatham, Vice Chair 
Rep. Toni Bradford, Vice Chair 
Rep. Tim Summers, Vice Chair 
Rep. Mark Perry, Vice Chair 
Rep. Mark Martin     
Rep. Beverly Pyle     
Rep. Otis Davis     
Rep. Lindsley Smith     
Rep. Bill Sample     
Rep. Ray Kidd     
Rep. David Cook     
Rep. Steve Harrelson     
Rep. Kathy Webb     
Rep. Gene Shelby     
Rep. Ed Garner     
Rep. Johnnie Roebuck     
Rep. Clark Hall     
Rep. Donna Hutchinson     
Rep. Larry Cowling     
Rep. Randy Stewart     
Rep. Steven Breedlove     
Rep. Dan Greenberg     
Rep. Duncan Baird     

 
Rep. James Word     
Rep. Andrea Lea     
Rep. Jonathan Dismang     
Rep. Les "Skip" Carnine     
Rep. Garry Smith     
Rep. Butch Wilkins     
Rep. Uvalde Lindsey     
Rep. Linda Tyler     
Rep. Darrin Williams     
Rep. Karen Hopper     
Rep. Steve Cole     
Rep. Davy Carter     
Rep. James McLean     
Rep. Tiffany Rogers     
Rep. Jody Dickinson     
Rep. Barbara Nix     
Rep. John Edwards     
Rep. John Burris     
Rep. Mary Slinkard     
Rep. Bill Abernathy, ex officio 
Rep. Jim Nickels, Non-Voting 
Rep. Jane English, Non-Voting 
Rep. Eddie Cooper, Alternate 
Rep. J. R. Rogers, Alternate 
Rep. David Dunn, Alternate 
Rep. Robert Dale, Alternate 
Rep. Allen Kerr, Alternate 

 
   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Call to Order at 9:00 a.m. 
 



 
 
 

B. Welcome and overview of the curriculum and programs at Arkansas Northeastern College (ANC)  
by Dr. Robert Meyers, President, ANC. 
 

C. Broad summary of GIF Funds, rural grants, and federal stimulus money with a focus on eastern 
Arkansas. 

1. Mr. Butch Calhoun, Executive Director, Arkansas Department of Rural Services 
2. Mr. Michael Brown, Legislative Analyst, AR Bureau of Legislative Research 
3. Questions by Committee Members 

 
D. Description of the funding stream for municipalities and a recommended budget process. 

1. Mr. Ken Wasson, Arkansas Municipal League 
2. Questions by Committee Members 

 
E. Review of audit requirements for cities, towns, and counties. 

1. Ms. Mitzi Ferguson, Legislative Audit 
2. Questions by Committee Members 

 
F. Update of the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery and the method students will use to access to the 

scholarships. 
1. Representative Johnnie Roebuck, Member of the Lottery Oversight Subcommittee 
2. Ms Tara Smith, Scholarship Coordinator, Arkansas Department of Higher Education 
3. Questions by Committee Members 

 
 
12 noon--1:00 p.m.—BREAK FOR LUNCH AT ANC / RECONVENE AT 1:00 P.M.
 

G. Update of the impact of current Early Childhood Education laws. 
1. Representative Nancy Blount, Chair, Early Childhood Education Subcommittee of the House 

Interim Committee on Education 
2. Ms. Tonya Russell, Director, Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education, Arkansas 

Department of Human Services and Dr. Dee Cox, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, 
Statewide System of Support, Smart Accountability and Special Programs, Arkansas Department 
of Education 

3. Questions by Committee Members 
 

H. Current status of the Teacher Retirement Fund and recent changes in retirement rules. 
1. Mr. George Hopkins, Arkansas Teacher Retirement Fund 
2. Questions by Committee Members 

 
I. Adjournment 

 

 


