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A. Department of Human Services, Division of Behavioral Health Services, Review of Rule which extends the 
current Rehabilitative Services for Persons with Mental Illness (RSPMI) moratorium on Division of 
Behavioral Health Services certified RSPMI sites until June 30, 2017. 
 

1. Robert Nix, Assistant Director, Division of Behavioral Services, Department of Human Services 

2. Discussion by the Committee 
 

 
REGULAR AGENDA 

Number Sponsor Subtitle 
   SB86 J. Hutchinson TO ESTABLISH AND REQUIRE CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR HEATING, VENTILATION, 

AIR CONDITIONING, AND REFRIGERATION LICENSEES. 
   SB125 Irvin TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE UNIFORM ATTENDANCE AND LEAVE POLICY ACT. 
   SB78 Bledsoe TO REQUIRE THE ARKANSAS STATE MEDICAL BOARD TO PERFORM AN ANALYSIS OF 

THE INTERSTATE MEDICAL LICENSURE COMPACT TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERSTATE MEDICAL LICENSURE 
COMPACT. 

   SB146 Bledsoe TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNING TELEMEDICINE; AND TO CREATE THE 
TELEMEDICINE ACT. 

   SB170 Irvin TO CREATE AN EXEMPTION FOR LICENSURE FOR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 
OFFERING FREE HEALTHCARE SERVICES THROUGH A PROGRAM IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE FEDERAL INNOVATIVE READINESS TRAINING. 

   SB191 E. Cheatham TO ELIMINATE THE RECORD MAINTENANCE FEE FOR VISITS TO LOCAL HEALTH UNITS. 
   SB206 Irvin TO AVOID UNNECESSARY EXPANSION IN MEDICAID COSTS AND SERVICES RELATED 

TO REHABILITATIVE SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS; AND TO CODIFY 
THE REHABILITATIVE SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS MORATORIUM. 

   HB1164 M. Gray TO AUTHORIZE LICENSURE BY ENDORSEMENT FOR OPTOMETRISTS; AND TO 
DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

   SB227 Rapert AN ACT TO CREATE THE PATRICIA HEATH ACT; TO INCLUDE ALL SERVICE DOGS 
AUTHORIZED FOR ACCOMPANIMENT UNDER THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT IN 
THE RIGHT OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SERVICE 
ANIMAL. 

   SB229 S. Flowers TO REQUIRE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE 
COUNSELORS LICENSEES; AND TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING ALCOHOLISM AND 
DRUG ABUSE COUNSELORS. 

   HB1016 Farrer TO CONVERT THE HOSPITAL REIMBURSEMENT SYSTEMS UNDER THE ARKANSAS 
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MEDICAID PROGRAM TO DIAGNOSIS-RELATED GROUP METHODOLOGY. 
   HB1185 D. Meeks TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNING A FETAL DEATH CERTIFICATE AND 

REGISTRATION OF TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY; AND TO AMEND THE LAW 
CONCERNING A CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH RESULTING IN STILLBIRTH. 

   SB238 Rapert TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS MEDICAL MARIJUANA AMENDMENT OF 2016; AND TO 
DELAY IMPLEMENTATION UNTIL THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE LEGALIZATION OF 
MARIJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE STATE OF ARKANSAS. 

   SB245 E. Williams AN ACT TO REQUIRE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, A HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TEST, 
OR ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES TOWARD A HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TEST 
WHILE RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. 

   SB254 Standridge TO AMEND ARKANSAS CONSTITUTION, AMENDMENT 98, ALSO KNOWN AS THE 
"ARKANSAS MEDICAL MARIJUANA AMENDMENT OF 2016" TO REPEAL THE PROVISIONS 
CONCERNING THE ABILITY OF A DISPENSARY TO GROW MARIJUANA. 

   SB256 Irvin TO TRANSFER THE ARKANSAS ENERGY OFFICE TO THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY. 

   SB257 Irvin TO TRANSFER THE OFFICE OF HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH; AND TO AMEND THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE OF HEALTH 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY. 

   HB1035 Bentley TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS HEALTHY FOOD IMPROVEMENT ACT. 
   HB1115 Boyd TO AUTHORIZE LOCAL JURISDICTIONS TO REVIEW PLUMBING PLANS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

 
  

 

CONCUR IN HOUSE AMENDMENT 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 
   SB118 Files TO CLARIFY THAT CERTAIN SECTIONS IN THE ARKANSAS CODE APPLY TO ALL MEDICAL 

SCHOOLS IN THE STATE. 

 

Scope of Practice Bills Will be Considered in Committee During the Week of 
February 13, 2017 - February 17, 2017 

Number Sponsor Subtitle 
   SB109 J. Hutchinson TO AMEND AND UPDATE THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT. 
   SB153 L. Eads TO MODIFY THE EMERGENCY REFILL OF PRESCRIPTION BY PHARMACISTS. 
   SB162 Bledsoe TO AMEND THE PROVISIONS OF ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING THE PRACTICE OF 

PHARMACY; TO AUTHORIZE USE OF PHARMACISTS TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO AND 
ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN MEDICATIONS; AND TO AUTHORIZE DISPENSING OF 
CERTAIN MEDICATION BY PHYSICIANS. 

   SB167 D. Sanders TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS SURGICAL TECHNOLOGISTS ACT; AND TO ESTABLISH THE 
REGISTRATION OF SURGICAL TECHNOLOGISTS. 

   SB171 G. Stubblefield TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE ANESTHETISTS BY 
REMOVING SUPERVISION REQUIREMENTS. 

 
DEFERRED 

Number Sponsor Subtitle 
   SB123 B. Johnson TO UPDATE THE DRUG SCREENING AND TESTING ACT OF 2015; AND TO MAKE THE 

TWO-YEAR PILOT PROGRAM A PERMANENT PROGRAM. 
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