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MINUTES

LITIGATION REPORTS OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
of the

ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

__________________

Tuesday, May 27, 2008
_________________

The Litigation Reports Oversight Subcommittee of the Arkansas Legislative Council met Tuesday, May 27, 2008, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 149 of the State Capitol.
Members in Attendance

The following committee members were present:  Senators Robert Thompson, Co-Chair; Jim Luker and Terry Smith; Representative Dawn Creekmore, 
Also Attending were Senators Denny Altes, Paul Bookout, Gene Jeffress and Jimmy Jeffress; Representatives Eddie Cooper, Monty Davenport, Billy Gaskill, Ray Kidd, Buddy Lovell, Daryl Pace, J. R. Rogers, Randy Stewart, Jon Woods and David Wyatt
Representative Creekmore, Co-Chair, called the meeting to order.  
Approval of Minutes
Representative Creekmore made the motion to approve the Minutes from March 4, 2008 meeting, and, without objection, the Minutes were approved.
Litigation Review

The Committee reviewed forty-one (41) cases of new litigation reported since the last meeting.  Thirteen (13) updated cases were reviewed, and forty (40) closed cases were reviewed.  Three (3) new cases were added to the monitored list.
Ms. Lori Freno, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Office of Attorney General answered questions posed by subcommittee members.  
In response to a question from Senator Thompson regarding Alice Thornburg-Martinez and Sabrina Covey/Morgan Martinez v. State of Arkansas she explained she was the current wife of Fort Smith Police officer killed in the line of duty.  She has a child and has filed a claim on behalf of that child.  Sabrina Covey is the ex-wife and she has filed a claim on behalf of the child from the former marriage.
In response to another question from Senator Thompson, regarding Robert and Deloris Littlefield v. Kenneth A Kirspel/North Little Rock School District, Ms. Freno explained the reason the motion to dismiss was denied because the court found the state ultimately had the obligation to insure that the buildings were accessible. If any money was awarded to the plaintiff, the money would come from the North Little Rock School District.  Senator Thompson asked this case to be placed on the monitored list.

Ms. Freno responded to a question from Senator Thompson regarding Joe McCutchen v. Arkansas State Police explaining the plaintiff alleges the law is being violated by offering the driver's license examination material in Spanish.  Senator Thompson asked for this case to be placed on the monitored list.
Senator Thompson also questioned Ms. Freno concerning the cases filed by the Attorney General against the Public Service Commission.  She explained these were rate cases and those are handled by the Public Protection Department of the Attorney General's Office.  
In response to a question from Representative Creekmore regarding Michael Lambert v. Dan McDonald, Ms. Freno stated she would find out if increasing child support without court order was happening in other counties.  Representative Creekmore asked this case be placed on the monitored list.
Senator Luker asked Ms. Freno how many cases of the same type as Department of Finance and Administration v. City of Sunset have been filed.  Ms. Freno stated she did not know but she would find out.  
Mr. Will Keadle, Attorney, Office of Revenue Legal Counsel, was recognized and responded that he was not familiar with this particular case, but he would obtain this information and provide it to the subcommittee.  Senator Luker asked that research be done on the number of communities involved and discuss this at the next meeting.  He would also like to know how many of these communities are still operating courts.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at  9:34 a.m.
