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May 7, 2015
----------------------------

The Health Reform Legislative Task Force met Monday, May 7, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in Committee Room A of the Big MAC Building, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Senate Health Reform Task Force members attending were:  Senators Jim Hendren, Chair; Cecile Bledsoe, Vice Chair; Linda Chesterfield, John Cooper, Keith Ingram, Terry Rice, and David Sanders.

House Health Reform Task Force members attending were:  Representatives Charlie Collins, Chair; Reginald Murdock, Vice Chair; Justin Boyd, Joe Farrer, Deborah Ferguson, Michelle Gray, Kim Hammer, and David Meeks.

Non Legislative Members Attending:  Gregory Bledsoe, M.D., Arkansas Surgeon General.

Other legislators attending were:  Senators Eddie Cheatham, Alan Clark, Jonathan Dismang, and Missy Irvin.  Representatives Mary Bentley, Charles Blake, Charlotte Vining Douglas, Dan Douglas, Kenneth Ferguson, Charlene Fite, Mickey Gates, Bill Gossage, Ken Henderson, Greg Leding, Robin Lundstrum, Ron McNair, Micah Neal, John Payton, Mathew Pitsch, Nelda Speaks, and Marshall Wright.

Call to Order & Comments by the Chairs
Senator Jim Hendren stated the decision of how to implement live streaming into Committee Room ‘A’ in the Big MAC Building will be referred to Council.  They can vote to go either of two ways, they may either contract out live-streaming capability, or they may buy the system and have it installed.

The two vendors presenting today are Public Consulting Group, Inc. and The Stephen Group.  Senator Hendren outlined the format of today’s meeting, and again offered guidance to the members on participation etiquette for the question and answer periods.  Representative Collins reminded the members of the voting procedure to be followed.

Presentation by Public Consulting Group, Inc.
Rich Albertoni, Manager, Public Consulting Group, Inc. (PCG), introduced himself with a short synopsis of his background.  The other team members introduced themselves, along with their background information.  The other members are:

· Main Team
· Cindy Gillespie, Sr. Managing Director, McKenna, Long, & Aldridge
· Dennis Smith, New Member, McKenna, Long, & Aldridge
· Backup Personnel
· Leslie Tremberth, Member, PCG
· Jonathan Wilke, Member, PCG
· Ashley Odom, Member, PCG
· Rachel Rashford, Member, PCG
· Pete Haney, Member, PCG


Mr. Albertoni emphasized that the basis of PCG’s program is program integrity and thorough audits.

Senator Hendren recessed the meeting at 11:28 a.m. and said it will reconvene at 1:00 p.m.








The meeting re-convened at 1:00 P.M.

Senator Hendren stated that two of the task force members will be unavoidably absent when the task force members cast their votes to select one of the four consulting firms.  Without objection, the attending task force members approved of the absent members voting via email.  This had been initially approved by the Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR).

Presentation by The Stephen Group
Presenting for The Stephen Group (TSG) are John Stephen, Managing Partner, and Richard Kellogg, Senior Consultant.  Mr. Stephen stated that TSG classifies frequent and quality audits as priority.

Pre-Voting Comments by the Task Force Chairs
Senator Hendren stated there would be two rounds of voting and Representative Collins instructed the members on the voting procedures for each of the two voting rounds.  The first round will be to narrow the contenders down to two, and the next vote will be to finally select the winner.  First, however there will be a brief 5 minute recess before the task force members start the voting process.

Voting Results
Representative Collins announced that the Public Consulting Group and the Stephen Group are the winners of the first round.  The winner of the final vote was The Stephen Group.

The meeting adjourned at 3:38 p.m.
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