ARKANSAS SENATE
84th General Assembly - Regular Session, 2003
Amendment Form
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Subtitle of House Bill No. 2457
"AN ACT TO AMEND THE JUVENILE CODE."
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Amendment No. 1 to House Bill No. 2457.

Amend House Bill No. 2457 as engrossed, 4/3/03:

Page 21, line 35 add the following new section:

“SECTION 15. Arkansas Code § 9-29-201 ARTICLE II and ARTICLE III are
amended to read as follows:
ARTICLE 11

Definitions

As used in this compact:

(a) "Child" means a person who, by reason of minority, is legally
subject to parental, guardianship, or similar control;

(b) "Sending agency" means a party state, officer or employee thereof;
a subdivision of a party state, or officer or employee thereof, a court of a
party state, a person, corporation, association, charitable agency, or other
entity which sends, brings, or causes to be sent or brought any child to
another party state;

(c) "Receiving state" means the state to which a child is sent,
brought or caused to be sent or brought, whether by public authorities or
private persons or agencies, and whether for placement with state or local
public authorities or for placement with private agencies or persons;

(d) "Placement" means:

(1) +«he The arrangement for the care of a child in a family,
free or boarding home or in a child-caring agency or institution but does not
include any institution caring for the mentally ill, mentally defective or
epileptic or any institution primarily educational in character, and any
hospital or other medical facility; and

(2) The arrangement for the care of a child in the home of his
parent, other relative, or non-agency guardian in a receiving state when the
sending agency is any entity other than a parent, relative, guardian or non-
agency guardian making the arrangement for care as a plan exempt under
Article VIII(a) of the Compact.

(e)(l) “Foster care” means the care of a child on a twenty-four hour a
day basis away from the home of the child’s parent or parents. The care may
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be by a relative of the child, by a non-related individual, by a group home,
or by a residential facility or any other entity.

(2) 1In addition, if twenty-four hour a day care is provided by
the child’s parents by reason of a court ordered placement, and not by virtue
of the parent-child relationship, the care is foster care.

(f)(1) “Priority placement” means whenever a court, upon request, oOr

on its own motion, or where court approval is required, determines that a
proposed priority placement of a child from one (1) state into another state
is necessary because:

(A) The child is under two (2) years of age;

(B) The child is in an emergency shelter; or

(C) The court finds that the child has spent a substantial
amount of time in the home of the proposed placement recipient.

(2) The state agency has thirty (30) days to complete a request
for a priority placement.

(3) Requests for placement shall not be expedited or given
priority except as outlined in this subsection.

ARTICLE III

Conditions for Placement

(a) No sending agency shall send, bring, or cause to be sent or
brought into any other party state any child for placement in foster care or
as a preliminary to a possible adoption unless the sending agency shall
comply with each and every requirement set forth in this article and with the
applicable laws of the receiving state governing the placement of children
therein.

(b) Prior to sending, bringing, or causing any child to be sent or
brought into a receiving state for placement in foster care or as a
preliminary to a possible adoption, the sending agency shall furnish the
appropriate public authorities in the receiving state written notice of the
intention to send, bring, or place the child in the receiving state. The
notice shall contain:

(1) The name, date and place of birth of the child;

(2) The identity and address or addresses of the parents or
legal guardian;

(3) The name and address of the person, agency, or institution
to or with which the sending agency proposes to send, bring, or place the
child;

(4) A full statement of the reasons for such proposed action and
evidence of the authority pursuant to which placement is proposed to be made.

(c) Any public officer or agency in a receiving state which is in
receipt of a notice pursuant to paragraph (b) of this article may request of
the sending agency, or any other appropriate officer or agency of or in the
sending agency’s state, and shall be entitled to receive therefrom, such
supporting or additional information as it may deem necessary under the
circumstances to carry out the purpose and policy of this compact.

(d) The child shall not be sent, brought, or caused to be sent or
brought into the receiving state until the appropriate public authorities in
the receiving state shall notify the sending agency, in writing, to the
effect that the proposed placement does not appear to be contrary to the
interests of the child.
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(e)(1) If the home study is denied, the sending state agency shall

present the home study to the juvenile division judge in the sending state.

(2) The sending state juvenile division judge shall review the
home study and make specific written findings of fact regarding the concerns
outlined in the home study.

(3) If the sending state juvenile division court finds that the
health and safety concerns cannot be addressed or cured by services, the
court will not make the placement.”

The Amendment was read the first time, rules suspended and read the second time and
By: Senator Luker
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RCK905 Secretary
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