ARKANSAS SENATE
85th General Assembly - Regular Session, 2005
Amendment Form

R R S

Subtitle of Senate Bill No. 1040
"AN ACT TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 1989."

R R B R

Amendment No. 1to Senate Bill No. 1040.

Amend Senate Bill No. 1040 as originally introduced:

Delete everything following the enacting clause and substitute the following:
“SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-206 is amended to read as follows:
6-18-206. Public school choice.

(a) (1) This section may be referred to and cited as the "Arkansas

Public School Choice Act of 1989".

(2) The General Assembly finds that the students in Arkansas’
public schools and their parents will become more informed about and involved
in the public educational system if students and their parents or guardians
are provided greater freedom to determine the most effective school for
meeting their individual educational needs. There is no right school for
every student, and permitting students to choose from among different schools
with differing assets will increase the likelihood that some marginal
students will stay in school and that other, more motivated students will
find their full academic potential.

(3) The General Assembly further finds that there are compelling
educational benefits associated with promoting diversity in Arkansas’ public
schools, including, but not limited to, racial and ethnic diversity in the
student body and ensuring access to educational opportunities. Diversity and
access can be promoted by a properly administered public school choice

policy.

£3)(4) The General Assembly further finds that giving more
options to parents and students with respect to where the students attend
public school will increase the responsiveness and effectiveness of the
state’s schools since teachers, administrators, and school board members will
have added incentive to satisfy the educational needs of the students who
reside in the district.
€4)(5) The General Assembly therefore finds that these related

benefits of enhanced quality, diversity, access, and effectiveness in our
public schools justify permitting a student to apply for admission to a

school in any district beyond the one in which the student resides, provided
that the transfer by this student would not adversely affeet the
desegregationof either distriet is based on legitimate educational

justifications and not based on inappropriate stereotypes.
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45)(6) A public school choice program is hereby established to
enable any student to attend a school in a district in which the student does
not reside, subject to the restrictions contained in this section and the
rules of the State Board of Education.

seetion—is received by the student+ The State Board of Education shall
develop by rule the procedures and standards for acceptance and rejection of
applications and other matters necessary for the proper implementation of
this section.

43)(2) Each school district shall participate in public school
choice consistent with this section and the rules of the State Board of
Education.

(c) The responsibility for transportation of a student from the

student’s resident school district to a nonresident school district shall be
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borne by the student or the student’s parents. The nonresident school
district may enter into a written agreement with the student, the student’s
parents, or the resident school district to provide transportation to or from
any place in the resident district to the nonresident district, or both.

(d) (1) A nonresident district shall accept credits toward graduation
that were awarded by another district.

(2) The nonresident district shall award a diploma to a
nonresident student if the student meets the nonresident district’s
graduation requirements.

(e) For purposes of determining a school district’s stateequalizatien
aid state foundation funding aid under § 6-20-2305(a) and other funding under
§ 6-20-2305(b), the nonresident student shall be counted as a part of the

average daily membership of the district to which the student has
transferred.
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D (£f) (1) All superintendents of school districts shall report to
the Equity Assistance Center on an annual basis the race, gender, and other
pertinent information needed to properly monitor compliance with the
provisions of this section.

(2) The reports may be on those forms that are prescribed by the
department, or the data may be submitted electronically by the district using
a format authorized by the department.

(3) The department may withhold state aid from any school
district that fails to file its report each year or fails to file any other
information with a published deadline requested from school districts by the
center so long as thirty (30) calendar days are given between the request for
the information and the published deadline except when the request comes from
a member or committee of the General Assembly.

(4) A copy of the report shall be provided to the Joint Interim
Oversight Committee on Educational Reform.

AND

If appropriate, renumber the remaining sections of the bill

The Amendment wasread thefirst time, rules suspended and read the second time and
By: Senator Bryles
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KAC843 Secretary
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