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Hall of the House of Representatives 
94th General Assembly - Regular Session, 2023 

 Amendment Form   
  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Subtitle of House Bill No. 1314  

TO REQUIRE THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM TO CLASSIFY OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIANS THE 

SAME AS MEDICARE AND INSURANCE CARRIERS FOR REIMBURSEMENT. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amendment No. 1 to House Bill 1314 

 

Amend House Bill No. 1314 as originally introduced:  
 
Page 1, line 9, delete "OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIANS" and substitute "DOCTORS OF 
OPTOMETRY AS PHYSICIANS WHICH IS" 
 
AND 
 
Delete the subtitle in its entirety and substitute:  
 

"TO REQUIRE THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM 
TO CLASSIFY DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY AS 
PHYSICIANS WHICH IS THE SAME AS MEDICARE 
AND INSURANCE CARRIERS FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT." 

 
AND 
 
Delete everything after the enacting clause and substitute the following: 
 "SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Legislative findings and intent. 
 (a)  The General Assembly finds that: 
  (1)  Medicare classifies a doctor of optometry as a physician 
with respect to all services that the optometrist is authorized to perform 
under state law or rule; 
  (2)  Medicare has classified doctors of optometry as physicians 
since 1986; 
  (3)  Most private insurers classify doctors of optometry as 
physicians; and 
  (4)  However, doctors of optometry are not currently classified 
under the Arkansas Medicaid Program as a physician and are therefore not 
reimbursed by the Arkansas Medicaid Program for all services that doctors of 
optometry are currently authorized to provide under state law. 
 (b)  It is the intent of the General Assembly to classify doctors of 
optometry as a physician in the Arkansas Medicaid Program and authorize a 
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doctor of optometry to be reimbursed by the Arkansas Medicaid Program for all 
services that he or she is currently authorized to provide by state law. 
 
 SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 77, Subchapter 1, is amended 
to add an additional section to read as follows: 
 20-77-148.  Classification of optometric physicians. 
 (a)  The Arkansas Medicaid Program shall classify doctors of optometry 
as physicians with respect to all services that doctors of optometry are 
authorized to perform under state law. 
 (b)  The Arkansas Medicaid Program shall classify optometric physicians 
under the physician fee schedule. 
 (c)  The Department of Human Services shall apply for any federal 
waiver, Medicaid state plan amendment, or other authorization necessary to 
implement this section." 
 
 
 

The Amendment was read ________________________________________________________________________________ 

By: Representative Eubanks 
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