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INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL 2009-006 1 

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/23/09   2 

87th General Assembly A Bill  3 

Regular Session, 2009  SENATE BILL 394  4 

 5 

By:  Senators J. Jeffress, G. Jeffress, Madison 6 

By:  Representatives M. Martin, M. Burris, Cheatham 7 

 8 

Filed with:  Senate Interim Committee on Education 9 

pursuant to A.C.A. §10-3-217. 10 

 11 

For An Act To Be Entitled 12 

AN ACT TO ALLOW PERSONS WITH A BIRTH-THROUGH-13 

KINDERGARTEN TEACHING LICENSE TO TEACH IN 14 

ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL OR EDUCATION SERVICE 15 

COOPERATIVE PREKINDERGARTEN AND KINDERGARTEN 16 

PROGRAMS; TO REQUIRE THE PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE 17 

STANDARDS BOARD TO DEVELOP REQUIREMENTS FOR A 18 

BIRTH-THROUGH-KINDERGARTEN TEACHING LICENSE; TO 19 

REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO PROMULGATE 20 

RULES FOR A BIRTH-THROUGH-KINDERGARTEN TEACHING 21 

LICENSE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 22 

 23 

Subtitle 24 

TO ALLOW PERSONS WITH A BIRTH-THROUGH- 25 

KINDERGARTEN TEACHING LICENSE TO TEACH  26 

IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL OR EDUCATION  27 

SERVICE COOPERATIVE PREKINDERGARTEN AND  28 

KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS.  29 

 30 

 31 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS: 32 

 33 

 SECTION 1.  LEGISLATIVE INTENT.  It is the intent of the General 34 

Assembly that the Department of Education, Professional Licensure Standards 35 

Board, Department of Higher Education, and institutions of higher education 36 
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in this state work together to provide the education and new licensure 1 

structure to prepare persons completing a four-year postsecondary degree in 2 

early childhood education, child development, early childhood special 3 

education, or a related degree meeting birth-through-kindergarten teaching 4 

licensure requirements to: 5 

  (1)  Obtain a birth-through-kindergarten teaching license; and 6 

  (2)  Prepare the applicant with specialized knowledge and skills 7 

to teach young children from birth through kindergarten, including special 8 

needs children.  9 

 10 

 SECTION 2.  Arkansas Code § 6-17-401(b), concerning teacher licensing 11 

requirements, is amended to read as follows: 12 

 (b)  Any person who shall teach A person who teaches in a public school 13 

in this state shall only be entitled to may only receive any compensation 14 

from the school funds for such his or her teaching services if the person 15 

has: 16 

  (1)  A valid license issued by the state board; or 17 

  (2)  If the person teaches children enrolled in prekindergarten 18 

and kindergarten programs at an Arkansas public school, an education service 19 

cooperative, or an early childhood program accredited and funded under the 20 

Arkansas Better Chance Program, § 6-45-101 et seq., a valid license issued by 21 

the state board that may be a birth-through-kindergarten teaching license 22 

that is separate from the standard teaching license; or 23 

  (3)  Other documentation from the Office of Professional 24 

Licensure of the Department of Education authorizing employment as a teacher 25 

under the conditions set forth by the Department of Education in the 26 

documentation. 27 

 28 

 SECTION 3.  Arkansas Code § 6-17-422(h)(1), concerning the duties of 29 

the Professional Licensure Standards Board, is amended to read as follows: 30 

 (h)  The Professional Licensure Standards Board shall: 31 

   (1)  Develop and recommend for adoption to the State Board of 32 

Education minimum college level preparatory and grade point average 33 

requirements for all teachers applying for initial licensure an initial 34 

Arkansas teaching license, a birth-through-kindergarten teaching license, or 35 

additional licensure after July 1, 2007, that shall include minimum 36 
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requirements for: 1 

    (A)  Course of study; 2 

    (B)  Program approval; 3 

    (C)  Range of approved hours; and 4 

    (D)  In-class teaching internships or practice teaching 5 

hours; 6 

 7 

 SECTION 4.  DO NOT CODIFY.  By January 1, 2010, the Professional 8 

Licensure Standards Board shall make its recommendations to the State Board 9 

of Education for standards and requirements for the birth-through-10 

kindergarten teaching license.  By April 1, 2010, the State Board of 11 

Education shall promulgate rules to implement the provisions of this act for 12 

the birth-through-kindergarten teaching license. 13 

 14 

/s/ J. Jeffress 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

Filed Date: 04/01/2009     By: CLR\VJF 36 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


