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INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL 2019-048

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/25/19
92nd General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1355

By: Representative A. Davis
By: Senator J. Sturch
Filed with: House Committee on Education
pursuant to A.C.A. §10-3-217.
For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL THE FINANCING OF CERTAIN
POSTSECONDARY OUT-OF-STATE MEDICAL EDUCATION
PROGRAMS; TO CREATE THE MEDICAL STUDENT LOAN
REPAYMENT AND TUITION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ACT; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE FINANCING OF CERTAIN
POSTSECONDARY OUT-OF-STATE MEDICAL
EDUCATION PROGRAMS; AND TO CREATE THE
MEDICAL STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT AND
TUITION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 81, Subchapter 11, is

repealed.
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6-81-1102.

[Repealed.]
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SECTION 2.

I.S.P. 2019-048

Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 81, is amended to add an

additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 18 — Medical Student Loan Repayment and Tuition Reimbursement

6-81-1801.

Program Act

Title.

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Medical Student

Loan Repayment and Tuition Reimbursement Program Act".

6-81-1802.

Creation — Purpose.

(a)

There is created the Medical Student Loan Repayment and Tuition

Reimbursement Program Act.

(b)

The purpose of the Medical Student Loan Repayment and Tuition

Reimbursement Program is to:

(1)

Benefit Arkansas residents;

and

(2)

Assist with the repayment of federal student loans or with

tuition reimbursement, or both, for students who complete the requirements

for medical student loan repayment or tuition reimbursement,

or both.

6-81-1803.

Eligibility.

(a)

A person is eligible to receive assistance under the Medical

Student Loan Repayment and Tuition Reimbursement Program if the recipient:

Arkansas:

(1)

Is licensed to practice one (1) of the following in

(A)

Veterinary medicine;

(B)

Dental medicine;

©)

Optometric medicines

(D)

Podiatric medicine; or
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(E) Chiropractic medicine;

(2) Has been certified under § 6-4-106 by the Department of

Higher Education to participate in the Medical Student Loan Repayment and

Tuition Reimbursement Program authorized by this subchapter and consistent

with § 6-4-106;

(3)(A)(i) 1Is residing in Arkansas, or practicing a profession

listed in subdivision (a)(l) of this section in Arkansas, during the calendar

year in which the person is applying for medical student loan repayment funds

under this subchapter.

(ii) A person who meets the requirement under subdivision

(a)(3)(A) (i) of this section may receive medical student loan repayment funds

for up to four (4) years so long as each year of residence or practice is

consecutive.

(B) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section,

a recipient who fails to satisfy the obligation stated in subdivision

(a) (3) (A) of this section shall not receive the medical student loan

repayment amount; and

(4) Enrolled in a program in a school outside the State of

Arkansas for a profession listed in subdivision (a)(l) of this section after

January 1, 2017, and before the effective date of this act and did not

receive a placement in that program.

(b) The obligation stated in subdivision (a)(3)(A) of this section to

practice a profession listed in subdivision (a)(l) of this section shall be

postponed during any:

(1) Period of temporary medical disability that hinders the

recipient’s ability to practice;

(2) Period of military service under § 6-61-112; or

(3) Other period of postponement agreed to by the department.

6-81-1804. Department procedures.

(a) The Department of Higher Education shall:

(1) Allocate the number of qualified recipients to receive

medical student loan repayment and tuition reimbursement based on the amount

of funds appropriated;
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(2) Determine the necessary procedures for awarding the medical

student loan repayments and tuition reimbursements if the number of eligible

applicants and recipients exceeds the available funding;

(3) Distribute medical student loan repayments and tuition

reimbursements according to the allocations made by the department; and

(4) Determine the medical student loan repayment and tuition

reimbursement amounts per area of medical practice as listed under § 6-81-

1803(a)(1).

(b) The department is not obligated to make a medical student loan

repayment or tuition reimbursement unless funds are appropriated.

6-81-1805. Rules.

The Department of Higher Education shall adopt rules:

(1) To implement the Medical Student Loan Repayment and Tuition

Reimbursement Program under this subchapter; and

(2) To address the terms and conditions of medical student loan

repayments and tuition reimbursements made under this subchapter.

SECTION 3. DO NOT CODIFY. Rules.

(a) When adopting the initial rules required under this act, the

Department of Higher Education shall file the final rules with the Secretary

of State for adoption under § 25-15-204(f):

(1) On or before January 1, 2020; or

(2) 1If approval under § 10-3-309 has not occurred by January 1,

2020, as soon as practicable after approval under § 10-3-309.

(b) The department shall file the proposed rules with the Legislative

Council under § 10-3-309(c) sufficiently in advance of January 1, 2020, so

that the Legislative Council may consider the rules for approval before

January 1, 2020.

/s/A. Davis

Referred requested by the Arkansas House of Representatives

Prepared by: TNL/VJF
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