
I.8



�1



�2



�3



�4



�5



�6



�7



�8



�9



�10



�11



�12



�13



 

�14



 

�15



 

�16



 

�17



�18



�19



 

�20



�21



�22



 

�23



�24



 

�25



�26



Daisy Lee Gatson Bates

Full Size Clay Model
Sculptor: Benjamin Victor

National Statuary Hall Replacement 
Proposal for the State of 

Arkansas



Description

Daisy Bates is depicted stepping forward as a 
metaphor of the woman who led the way as 
an activist for equal rights for Black 
Americans. She strides forward, just as her 
heroic actions as a leader in The Civil Rights 
Movement helped our nation make strides 
forward for African Americans. 
She holds her notebook  and pen in her right 
hand, signifying her role as a Journalist, 
Author, and Writer. In her left hand, she 
clasps the Arkansas State Press newspaper, 
an icon for her role as a Publisher and as an 
African American business owner.
She looks ahead, with an optimistic smile. 
Her expression of joy and empowerment is a 
testament to her optimism and energy.



Full size Sculpture Clay
Dimensions and Weight



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
Front



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
Viewer Left Side View

Actual, direct quote from Ms. Daisy Lee Gatson Bates on base. 
Approved by the Daisy Bates Home and Museum Board of Directors.



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
Viewer Right Side View

Actual, direct quote from Ms. Daisy Lee Gatson Bates on base. 
Approved by the Daisy Bates Home and Museum Board of Directors.



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
¾ Viewer Left View



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
¾ Viewer Right View



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Sculpture Rendered 

With Base:
Back View



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Front View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full Size Sculpture 
Clay Left Side View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full size Sculpture 
Clay Right Side View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full size Sculpture Clay
¾ Left View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full size Sculpture Clay
¾ Right View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full size Sculpture Clay 
Rear View

Final bronze will not have self base. The 
bronze figure will be attached directly to the 
granite base. 



Full size Sculpture Clay
Detail Portrait,

Rose, and Lapel Pin



Full size Sculpture Clay
Detail Newspaper



Full size Sculpture Clay
Detail Notebook



Explanation of Iconography:
The Newspaper

The Newspaper works on many levels.  It 
is historically accurate, as shown in the 
photo of Ms. Bates to the right. It also is a 
symbol to denote Ms. Bates’s role in the 
press as a Journalist and Publisher. 
For my sculpture of Daisy Bates, I worked 
with The Board for the Daisy Bate’s Home 
and Museum, and Arkansas historians and 
Archivists to get a scan of the Arkansas 
State Press. I then carved the actual 
headlines into the clay newspaper. The 
newspaper is dated October, 4th 1957. The 
articles on the folded newspaper that is 
cradled in her left hand and forearm bring 
the viewer into the time period 
represented in the sculpture. The main 
headline highlights the 9 courageous 
students. The following page is a scan of 
the actual Newspaper used as a reference 
for carving the sculpture.



Explanation of Iconography:
Scan of the Actual Newspaper



Explanation of Iconography:
The NAACP Lapel Pin

The NAACP lapel pin is an important icon for the legacy 
of the combined efforts of so many African American 
leaders. Daisy Bates proudly wears the NAACP lapel pin, 
and it serves as a historical reminder of her role as 
President of the NAACP Little Rock chapter. It also 
denotes the year 1957, which was the year of her effort 
and implementation of integration 
of the Little Rock Nine at Central High School.

National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), is an organization that was created to 
work for the abolition of segregation and discrimination 
in housing, education, employment, voting, and 
transportation; to oppose racism; and to ensure African 
Americans their constitutional rights.

The NAACP is America’s oldest and largest civil rights 
organization, and it played a pivotal role in the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. One of the 
organization’s key victories was the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of 
Education that outlawed segregation in public schools.

By wearing the NAACP pin, Daisy steps forward with the 
mantle of her legacy of leadership along with the 
legacies of W.E.B. Dubois, Ida B. Wells, Thurgood 
Marshall, and many other giants of civil rights.



Explanation of Iconography:
The Single Rose Boutonnier

As shown in the photo on the right, Daisy Bates 
loved flowers. The specific idea of designing a 
single rose into the composition came from a 
very powerful passage in her book, “The Long 
Shadow of Little Rock”. In that passage, Daisy’s 
Father, who was perhaps the most influential 
person in her life, gives her advice while he is on 
his deathbed. He tells her not to let hate 
overtake her, and instead to channel the anger 
from injustice into positive action. After he 
speaks his last words and then dies, young Daisy 
Bates speaks to a white person for the first time 
in many years. The hatred is gone like poison 
leaving her veins, and she walks outside and 
reflects on the beauty of a single red rose. She 
states that she was “reborn” at that moment. I 
have included scans of the passage on the next 
two pages.



Explanation of Iconography:
Passage About The Single Rose From Daisy Bates’ Book, “The Long Shadow of Little Rock” pp. 28-31 



Explanation of Iconography:
Passage About The Single Rose From Daisy Bates’ Book, “The Long Shadow of Little Rock” pp. 28-31 



Base elevations:
Front



Base elevations:
Viewer Left (Proper Right)



Base elevations:
Viewer Right (Proper Left)



Base elevations:
¾ Viewer Left (3/4 Proper Right)



Base elevations:
¾ Viewer Right (3/4 Proper Left)
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Arkansas Statue Base 
I) General Notes 

 
1) Stone is black granite provided by Grassland Granite from Aberdeen, SD. 

 
2) All panel edges are precision milled as shown on shop drawings. 

 
3) Precision milled edges are joined with Bonstone Clear Gel Epoxy. 

 
4) All welding to meet AWS standards 

 
5) Leveling to be done with acrylic shims. 

 
6) ¼”Ø Stainless steel bolts to secure removable back panel. 

 
7) ½”Ø stainless steel bolts to be capped and shall have a head that requires a special tool 

to remove. 
 

II) Technical data sheets for Bonstone Clear Gel Epoxy. (2 pages) 
  

III) Technical data sheets for Bonstone Match Hardener B-431. (2 pages) 
  

IV) Shop drawings for stone base elements/metal support. (3 pages) 
  

V) Assembled Drawings from Benjamin Victor Studio. (2 pages) 
 
VI) Weights of base assembly components, sculpture, and total weight. Stability calculations 

and final conclusion. (2 page) 
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*ATTACH GRANITE CLAD MEMBERS TO STEEL FRAME w/ BONSTONE CLEAR GEL EPOXY 
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V) ASSEMBLED DRAWINGS FROM BENJAMIN VICTOR STUDIOS 
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DAISY BATES STATUE
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Client: Job #: -
Job Name: Date: 7/31/2022
Location: U.S. Capitol Bld, Washington, D.C. Designed by: JLE

Design Weights

Absolute Black Granite: 212 PCF
Statue Weight: 800 #

Top Slab Weight: 216 # (2'-8" x 3'-8" x 1.25")
Front/Rear Slab Weight: 169 #/Side (2'-1" x 3'-8" x 1.25")
Left/Right Slab Weight: 123 #/Side (2'-1" x 2'-8" x 1.25")

Front/Rear Flare Weight: 0 #/Side (3" x 4'-6" x2")
Left/Right Slab Weight: 0 #/Side (3" x 3'-6" x 2")

Total Stone Weight: 799 #

1.5"x1.5"x3/16" Weight: 3.382 plf
2"x2"x3/16" Weight: 4.67 plf

0.2836 pci

1.5"x1.5" Steel Total Length: 31.2 ft
2"x2" Steel Total Length: 0.0 ft

880.0 (2'-8"x3'-8"x5/8")
352.0 #/Side (2'-1" x 3'-8" x .25")

Total Steel Weight: 455 #

Total Dead Load: 2054 #

Base Width @ Floor = 3'-0"

Lateral Load Required to overturn the statue:

1) X = 3'-0" Above Floor = 1,027#

2) X = 4'-0" Above Floor = 770#

3) X = 5'-0" Above Floor = 616#

4) X = 6'-0" Above Floor = 514# (AVERAGE FORCE FOR AN ADULT MALE IS 107#)

Conclusions:
It is my professional opinion that this sculpture and base is stable. Lateral force required to tip the structure likely exceeds the static 
friction resistnace which would result in sliding.

Top Steel Plate:

Density of Steel Plate:

Bottom Steel Plates:

Benjamin Victor Studio's
Arkansas Statue Base

Overturning Resistance MR = 2054#x
3′

2
= 3,081 ft# 

F= 
3,081ft#

X
 

 



Client: Job #: -
Job Name: Date: 7/31/2022
Location: U.S. Capitol Bld, Washington, D.C. Designed by: JLE

1 FT (min)
Dia. Of Bolt: 0.75 in

11.929 kips
11929 ft#

32 in
0.625 in
44 in
4.296875 in^3
2.864583333 in^3

Fy = 36 ksi
7718.937126 ft# Therefore okay

Pa = 799 #
732.1281161 ft# THEREFORE okay

Conclusions:

Max. Moment Resisted by Plate=

It is my professional opinion that this sculpture and base is stable. Lateral force required to exceed moment resisted in plate is 
higher than force required to slide or overturn structure.

Benjamin Victor Studio's
Arkansas Statue Base

M(applied due to axial) =

Sx=

Width of Plate =

Length between Bolt Connection:

Bolt Tension Force:
Moment Resisted by Bolt Connection:

Check Bolt Connection

Check Moment Applied to Plate

Depth of Plate=
Length of Plate=

Zx=
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