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Hugh McDonald
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

Clint O’Neal
ARKANSAS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
ARKANSAS ECONOMIC
INC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

October 24, 2023

Senator Terry Rice, Chair
Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Chair
Arkansas Legislative Council

Room 315, State Capitol

Little Rock, AR 72202

Dear Senator Rice and Representative Wardlaw:

Pursuant to Act 605 of 2023, the Arkansas Economic Development Commission’s Division of Rural Services is
submitting the Rural Community Grants, Cycle 1 of state fiscal year 2024 for the review and approval from the
Arkansas Legislative Council. This request includes grant funding recommendations for the Rural Services Rural
Community and Arkansas Rural Services Block Grant Programs.

These grants were approved by the Arkansas Rural Development Commission on September 26, 2023;
Director O’Neal on October 3, 2023; Secretary McDonald on October 4, 2023; and Governor Sanders on
October 23, 2023.

If you have any questions regarding the submitted grants, or if | can be of any assistance, please feel free to
contact.

Sincerely,

e
Becda.€4dldwell
Director, Division of Rural Services

1 Commerce Way, Suvite 601 ¢ Little Rock, AR 72202
ARKANSASEDC.COM



Hugh McDonald
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

Clint O’Neal
ARKANSAS e
INC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
TO: Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders
FROM: Becca Caldwell, Director — Rural Services
RE: FY 24, Cycle 1 Grant Funding Recommendations for Rural Community Grant (RCGP) and
Rural Services Block Grant (RSBGP)
DATE: October 10, 2023
PURPOSE:

To present funding recommendations from Rural Services for the Arkansas Rural Community and
Arkansas Rural Services Block Grant Programs to Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders.

BACKGROUND:
Each fiscal year, AEDC Rural Services receives legislative appropriation to award funds from the above-
named grant programs. Applications received by AEDC Rural Services go through the following process:
1. Reviewed for eligibility by Rural Services staff;
2. Eligible applications and rankings are then reviewed by the Rural Development Commission;
3. Recommendations are forwarded to the Governor; and
4. Recommendations are forwarded to Legislative Council for final approval.

COMMUNITIES IMPACTED:

e Rural Community Grant Program- Cities and towns with a population of less than
3,000 (no limit on unincorporated areas). Eligible projects include, but are not limited
to, community centers, fire stations, parks, storm sirens, storm shelters,
beautification projects and any equipment associated. The cap for this grant program
is $15,000 and requires a 50/50 match from all applicants.

e Rural Services Block Grant Program — Funding is available to incorporated towns and
rural communities with a population of less than 3,000. Additionally, the community
population must be at least 51% Low to Moderate income. Eligible projects include:
new construction or renovation of community centers, fire stations, or multi-purpose
buildings, and the purchase of fire trucks (pumper, tanker, brush or certain service
trucks). This grant is made possible through a partnership with the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission Grants Division. This cap for the grant program is $75,000
and requires a 10% match.

PROPOSED FUNDING:

- Rural Community Grant Program (Attachment)
o Total Dollars Requested from Complete and Eligible Applications: $397,574.54
o Amount Available for Distribution: $600,000.00 (2 cycles)
o Amount of Total Funding Recommendations: $299,391.46

- Arkansas Rural Services Block Grant Program (Attachment)
o Total Dollars Requested from Complete and Eligible Applications: $517,417.96
o Amount Available for Distribution: $1,000,000.00
o Amount of Total Funding Recommendations: $517,417.96

Arkansas Department of Commerce
Arkansas Economic Development Commission
1 Commerce Way, Suite 601 ¢ Little Rock, AR 72202
ARKANSASEDC.COM



Hugh McDonald
SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

Clint O’Neal
ARKANSAS -  RKANSAS ECoNOmC

INC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
TO: Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders
FROM: Becca Caldwell, Director — Rural Services
RE: FY 24, Cycle 1 Grant Funding Recommendations for Rural Community Grant (RCGP) and

Rural Services Block Grant (RSBGP)

DATE: October 10, 2023

These funding recommendations have been approved by the following:
Arkansas Rural Development Commission: September 26, 2023

Clint O’Neal, Executive Director — AEDC: October 3, 2023

Hugh McDonald, Secretary of Commerce: October 4, 2023

RECOMMENDATION:

Rural Services requests your approval on the funding recommendations for the programs listed above.
Attachments outlining recommendations for each program are included with this memo.

Ssul sk &

Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders Date

Arkansas Department of Commerce
Arkansas Economic Development Commission
1 Commerce Way, Suite 601 » Little Rock, AR 72202
ARKANSASEDC.COM
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