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May 9, 2018
The Honorable Bill Sample The Honorable Jim Dotson
Arkansas Senate Arkansas House of Representatives
State Capitol State Capitol

Re: Arkansas Forestry Commission monthly activity report for April 2018

Dear Senator Sample and Representative Dotson:

Per Section 42 of Act 841 of the 2017 Regular Session, the Arkansas Forestry Commission
(AFC) is to report monthly fiscal and agency activities to the Arkansas Legislative Council.
Please find attached the report for April 2018.

April brought another great opportunity for Arkansas to help out its neighboring state,
Oklahoma. The AFC received a request to send nine plow units and thirteen operators to
assist Oklahoma with wildfire suppression.

The crews from AFC responded and worked several fires in Oklahoma including the Rhea
Fire that burned over 286,000 acres.

With April showers and unseasonable warm temperatures, spring “Green-up” allowed the
southern half of the state to respond to help our neighboring state.

At AFC, we keep Arkansans safe from wildfires and help neighboring states with emergency
response when conditions allow.

ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION
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cc: DFA Director Larry Walther
Secretary of Agriculture Wes Ward
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ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION
April 2018 Activity and Fiscal Report

FIRE PROTECTION

Wildfires: During April a total of 129 wildfires were suppressed for a total of 3,557 acres burned.
Ten-year average for the month of April is 118 wildfires for 1,967 acres burned.

Search and Rescue Assistance: An AFC crew was requested by the Newton County Sheriff’s office to
help carry out an injured hiker. The hiker slipped on a rock and dislocated his hip and broke his leg. It was
about three miles in to where the injured person was located and a strenuous three mile carry out to safety.

Storm Damage Assistance: Two AFC Crawford County rangers assisted in clearing debris from roads
in the Mountainburg area after tornado activity. A ranger in Conway County assisted in clearing debris
from roads in the Oppelo area as well.

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists fire departments (FDs) with organization,
training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans and administers federal grants to assist
approximately 1,000 fire departments. The RFP shop also provides maintenance to AFC equipment.

APRIL 2018

e 58 fire departments, (162 firefighters), were provided wildland fire training, including two minority
departments and four AFC/AAD personnel in attendance.

e RFP received four Freightliners (valued at $661,966.00) and two AM Generals/ Tankers (valued at
$114,908.00).

o There were eight Department of Defense (DOD) vehicles and other equipment issued to FDs
including one Freightliner (valued at $166,223.00), five brush trucks (valued at $330,005.43), two
service trucks (valued at $29,185.97) and one generator with trailer (valued at $20,039.00).

e 390 DOD Recycling Control Point (RCP) items were received for redistribution to FDs (valued at
$47,519.93) including: Spine boards, burn packs, flashlights, folding cots, funnels and fire hose
reducers.

e The RFP shop completed maintenance on nine AFC vehicles and six DOD vehicles.

e RFP provided two interest free loans via the Rural Fire Revolving Loan Fund.

- New Blaine VFD  $6,564.45 2,000 Gallon tank Logan Co. D-6

- GallaRock VFD  $9,452.00 Water skid, Pump & engine, *85 Chevy Yell Co. D-
e 2017 Wildfire Volunteer Fire (WFVF) Grant update- All items for the grant kits have been ordered.
We are currently expecting delivery of PPE by the end of June.

Firewise: Firewise staff and district personnel work with fire departments and civic organizations to make
communities safer from the threat of wildfire through mitigation projects and community education



initiatives. Arkansas leads the nation with 167 active Firewise communities. Recognized communities
display Firewise signs at the city limits.

e Attended Emergency Preparedness Day in Hot Springs Village to address the risk associated with
living in the wildland-urban interface and activities that can be done to reduce those threats.

e Aftended Commissioner’s Meeting at District 7 to update board members on the Firewise program
and staff efforts.

o Organized photoshoot with Firewise USA/NFPA Program Coordinator to showcase one of
Arkansas’ top Firewise communities and their efforts.

e Delivered one risk assessment training presentation.

Law Enforcement: AAD has the authority to enforce the laws of the State of Arkansas, but focuses
primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and forestry equipment theft and vandalism.
AAD aggressively seeks prosecution of violators to deter such crimes.
e AAD Investigators and district law enforcement officers opened five dumping, 16 fire related, one
equipment theft/ vandalism, and nine timber theft cases.
e They closed eight dumping, four fire related, one equipment theft/vandalism, and seven timber
theft cases.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest Stewardship/Rural Forestry Assistance Programs: AFC works with a diverse group of
partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas’s forests. The Forest Stewardship
Program (FSP) is an opportunity for non-industrial private forest landowners who are interested in
managing their property for wildlife, recreation, soil and water conservation, agro-foresiry and\or for
timber production to get a comprehensive multiple use forest management plan that is prepared by private
consulting or AFC foresters, private consulting or AGFC private [ands wildlife biologists, and USDA
Natural Resource Conservation Service soil and water professionals. Arkansas has 5,061 landowners
owning 935,949 acres that have enrolled in FSP. Landowners that implement practices under their FSP
management plans become Forest Stewards. Arkansas has 1,241 Forest Stewards owning 281,189 acres.

For April, four 'SP plans were prepared on 262 acres. In addition, AFC personnel provide technical
assistance through the rural forestry program to landowners that are enrolled in USDA tree planting and
forest management programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program, Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, Wetland Reserve Program, and AFC Southern Pine Beetle Prevention Program. AFC
foresters prepared 32 rural forestry management plans on 3,239 acres. AFC personnel conducted 19
prescribed burns on 2,067 acres.

Urban Forestry Assistance: Urban Forestry Program staff provides assistance and training to
communities, educational institutions, non-profit organizations, developers and homeowners on urban tree
care, inventory and management.

Urban forestry has been implementing programs and planning more progress for the future. April has
been a month filled with tree celebrations. National Arbor Day and Earth Day events occurred in April.
Communities can celebrate Arbor Day on any day that works best for them. Tree City USA communities
had extremely high participation. Communities that participated this month include: Maumelle,
Morrilton, UAMS, Eureka Springs, West Fork, North Little Rock, Bella Vista, Hot Springs, Walnut
Ridge, Pleasant Planes and Jonesboro.



e Urban Forestry Staff also assisted Arkansas Urban Forestry Couneil’s annual retreat to help
prepare their five year strategic plan.

o Staff presented fruit and tree care to the community of Mountain home and Garvan Woodland
Gardens.

e Staff set up and trained D3 personnel to conduct a tree inventory for the community of Wynne.

e Staff continues to publish a monthly article for City and Town. This month also marked the first
issue of our newsletter to our Tree City USA communities.

Forest Health: The Forest Health Specialist, Chandler Barton, assists AFC personnel statewide in efforts
to maintain healthy, productive forest ecosystems by preventing, detecting, monittoring, and suppressing
damaging insects and diseases. AFC offers technical assistance to landowners who encounter forest health
issues.

e Loblolly pine sawfly, Neodiprion tacdae linearis, caused widespread pine defoliation in southern
and central Arkansas., Annually, the insect is present in Ashley county, but it could be found in
counties along the Ouachita River and as far north as White county. Although it appears to be a
problem, the defoliation does not kill the tree since new growth replaces the lost needless.

e Southern pine beetle traps were placed in March. Preliminary results of the survey does not
indicate that SPB abundance is high enough fo warrant outbreak concerns in 2018.

Reforestation: AFC’s tree improvement program strives to provide landowners with the highest possible
genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One method AFC employs to achieve this objective is by
establishing the highest genetic gain material in our newest pine and hardwood seed orchards. AFC
Baucum Nursery then makes available to landowners the improved varieties of pine and hardwood, which
are the net result of the tree improvement program.

On April 10, Reforestation Manager and Tree Improvement Manager met with U of A Cooperative
Extension Service and U of A Monticello representatives at the Hope Agricultural Experiment Station to
develop a site prep plan for the containerized loblolly pine vs bare root loblolly pine study.

Baucum Nursery: AFC’s Baucum Nursery produces hardwood and pine seedlings for reforestation and
afforestation efforts.

Seedling sales began on July 15
o Through April 30, there were 787 on line orders and 245 traditional orders
o Total sales of 1,570,475 pine and 5,161,721 hardwood
e Comparatively, in the same period in FY 17, there were 543 on line orders and 179 traditional
orders
o Total sales 0f 2,351,895 pine and 5,013,625 hardwood

During the month of April, Baucum Nursery staff completed the following.
e Disc and used do-all in fields
e Tilled field 4 and 7.
e Sprayed Round up on the ends of all fields, around power poles and equipment.
e Used roller to push seed back into the ground that birds pulled up.
e Set up irrigation system in planted fields.
o Pulled weeds in fleld 7.



e Bush hogged unsold pine in field 2 in preparation for plowing under.
e Repaired broken welds on hardwood planter.

e  Applied saw dust over exposed seeds.

o Repaired hydraulic hose on backhoe.

o Pushed up mulch/wood chip pile with dozer.

Planted the following seed.

Species Pounds
Persimmon 950
Water oak 2,530
Willow oak 3,500
Received the following seed from suppliers.
Species Pounds
Bitter Pecan 151

Tree Improvement:
During the month of April, the Bluff City Tree Improvement staff completed the following.

o Removed bags from trees for 19 control cross pollinations.
o  Moved 820 grafts out of greenhouse to shade house.
¢ Inventoried orchard 1720 and 1721.
e Sprayed roundup over water lines in 1720 and started 1721.
e Filled 150 trays with soil for planting of three star loblolly pine seedlings.
e Filled 600, three gal pots with soil and planted hardwoods for rootstock.
e Filled 1,200, three gal pots with soil and planted pine for rootstock.
¢ Bush hogged hay field.
e (Collected soil samples from hardwood orchard sites.
o Fertilized orchards 1710 and 1721 according to WGFTIP recommendation.
o Began site prep for containerized vs bare root lobloily pine test at U of A Experiment Station at
Hope.
o Removed stumps on approximately 10 ac.
e Shipped eight WWI Memorial trees.
e Picked up loblolly and shortleaf seed from Oklahoma Forestry Services where cones were
processed.
o Seed was then delivered to the freezer at Baucum.
e Picked up cone crates from Oklahoma Forestry Services
e Took seed samples to Arborgen for testing germination, purity and seed per pound calculation.

Best Management Practices: AFC provides BMP training to loggers and timber companies, conducts
courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest operations and addresses logging complaints.

The BMP Coordinator conducted one courtesy exam in Conway County with four participants.
Participants consisted of three Foresters and AFC’s BMP coordinator. The exam addressed the Arkansas
Forestry Commissions BMP Program. The BMP Coordinator provided copies of Arkansas® BMP
Implementation Reports, AFC’s manual “BMPs for Water Quality Protection”, the water quality



complaint process and MOU with ADEQ. The BMP coordinator provided an overview of the entire
program and offered technical assistance, and training to help with their SFI program and audits.

The BMP Implementation Survey update: BMP Coordinator finished the ground surveys, collecting data
on 237 randomly selected logging sites. The next step 1s to analysis the data and write a final report to be
printed in June 2018.

The BMP coordinator attended and participated in the Conway Lake Point Remove watershed meeting.
The meetings focus was to continue to work on getting an approved EPA watershed plan. This would
allow the watershed group to apply for EPA 319h grants.

The BMP coordinator represented AFC and provided reports at the quarterly AFA Forest Practices
Committee meeting.

The BMP coordinator continues to work with the Southeastern Partnership for Forests and Water Forum.
The commiittee is considering next steps for landowner workshops.

Forest Inventory and Analysis: AFC in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service Southern Research
Station is responsible for collecting scientific data from permanently established plots located all over the
state. The plots, each representing 5,937 acres, are strategically located on a three-mile by three-mile grid.
The inventory plots have been generating data since they were established in the 1950%s. Natural resource
managers use the data to make management decisions and follow Arkansas’ natural resource trends

through time.

FIA completed 64 plots during the month of April. Inventory 2018 is now 10% complete.

COMMUNICATIONS

Arkansas Forestry Commission Communications Update: April, 2018

Media Update

e Answered multiple media calls/requests for details regarding high wildfire frequency in Searcy
County from 4/12-4/17.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Kenny Smothers Receives Urban Forestry Leadership Award,” 4/20.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Arkansas Agriculture Department Offers Assistance to Oklahoma
Residents through Wildfire Suppression and Hay Certification,” 4/23.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Shade Trees on Playgrounds Programs Accepting School

Applications through May 18,” 4/24.
o This included the creation of a new online STOP Program application form, available on the

urban forestry page of the website.
Meetings and Events

o Attended Tanker Refill Training at North Little Rock Airport to capture photos, April 12,

e Attended/presented at the quarterly AFC Commissioners Meeting in Greenbrier, 4/20.

e Attended proclamation signing for Arkansas Stewardship Week, alongside partners and leaders in
conservation, forestry, and water quality at the State Capitol, 4/30.



General

e Coordinated monthly conference call for Southern Group of State Foresters Communications
Committee (as current Committee Chair), 4/3.

e Attended District 1 Memorial Tree Planting for Forester Johnathan Hartley; provided photos and
follow-up article in local newspaper, 4/5.

e Included forestry updated in Arkansas Agriculture Department Newsletter, 4/6.

e Ordered wildfire prevention and education materials for statewide staff for distribution at the
upcoming AFC Agency Day, on May 10.

e Provided final edits for text and layout, and currently have sent the following five print resources to
the print shop: 1) Seedling Maintenance and Planting Guidelines Booklet, 2) Urban Forestry
Brochure, 3) Prescribed Fire Door Hanger, 4) update to AFC General Brochure, 5) update to Poison
Springs State Forest Brochure.

e Coordinated invitations to internal staff and VIPs, food, attendance, and agenda (including special
awards) for the upcoming AFC Agency Day, on May 10.

AFC Social Media Update

e Facebook — 18,897 Likes (up from 18,785 Likes in March, 2018)
o Twitter— 7,495 Followers (up from 7,464 Followers in March, 2018)

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

April 2018

BTH T

l 2 [IMBE (316,800.22)
(316,800.22)
4030002000 ACREAGE TA (138,983.53)

| 03107¢ 0 Fl PROTECT/SURPP (53154)
(139,515.07)
‘[ 4038001000 TIMBER SAL (91,022.58)
DLING SALES (89,972.12)

** SR (1.5)- Sales of Agency Produce (180,994.70)
41042001000 FINES (413.40)
(413.40)
1044002000 FACILITIES RENT (700.00)

| 4044( 0 OTHER RENT 0.00
(700.00)
46002000 NON-C ONATIO} 0.00

' (16,016.45)

0.00

0.00

0.00

5200003000 Other Donatior _ 0.00

** OR - Miscellaneous (16,016.45)




** OR - Sales of Goods and Services
\

** OR - Investment Revenue

** OR - Grants and Reimbursements

** Federal Grants and Reimbursements

** Treasury Charges

** Salary Expense

** Communication & Transp. of Commod

** Printing & Advertising ‘

(35,096.80)

(1,161.25)
(32,903.39)
0.00
(69,161.44)
(0.27)
(0.27)
(361.63)
0.00
(361.63)

(590,088.79)
0.00
(590,088.79)
9,504.01
7,155.30
555.31
17,214.62
768,963.96
0.00

0.00
8,763.45
29,024.82
57,323.29
118,860.00
4,427.14
112,911.21
0.00

0.00
800.00
1,101,073.87
479.40
5,627.16
7,360.91
2,026.49
0.00
510.44
0.00
16,004.40
121.82
0.00

0.00

0.00
121.82
17,163.30
222.98
171.96
0.00

0.00
3,125.38
32,071.52

Prescribed Burn/Fire
Lane

Trees of

AR

Fire Equipment

P-Card Reimbursements; Credit(s) for Invoice

Business Cards

6,900 Mike Cagle Electric Work



** Repairing & Servicing

** Utilities & Rent

** Travel & Subsistence

** Professional Services & Fees

** |nsurance & Bonds

21,798.08
4,284.46
16,167.63
0.00

0.00
547.13
95,552 .44
12,411.04
267222
0.00
3,231.90
6,769.26
90.00
2,556.41
739.27
22.63
0.00
28,492.73
676.94
0.00
714.35
1,614.39
60.23
785.53
533.60
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00
0.00

56.68
39.40
0.00
2,352.79
3,350.00
495.00
683.00
0.00

0.00
11,361.91
252,337.50
0.00

0.00

0.00
241.25
252,578.75
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Western Pilot; Consultant



0.00
0.00
575.10

503.30
1,463.00
13,062.65 | Baucum Nursery

271.78

66.00

B002S 3,617.98

5120( [ In 0.00
19,459.81
| 5090002( tural Re PS 7,552.68
50900C | 1,457.28
3,178.95
25,420.57
22,977.07
6,354.13
3,633.81

417 .53

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
8,731.54
1,047.90

471.19

459.75
1,448.98
3,815.30
1,626.39
2416.77

0.00
7,871.54
0.00
629.59
11,212.03
! { VA 883.40
| - 883.40 | Chainsaw
112,489.80
( ; [ 10,982.50 | SPB; Mitigation

510 . 0.00

10,982.50

| - 0.00
1,135.00
9,758.81
(738.36)
- ' 0.00
10,155.45

: N1 3( : . 0.00
0.00




** Refunds 0.00
11,281.50 | 225 Gallon Foam Pump System

“* Capital Outla 11,281.50

| r 103,118.58

** Depreciation/Amortization 103,118.58

: 0.00
0.00
: 3,682.13

0.00
(4,121.32)
0.00

0.00
(920,000.00)
0.00
(26,400.00)
0.00
7,500.00
0.00

0.00

v ' 0.00

** Transfers In/Out (939,339.19)

5 09200 : Set i 0.00
0.00

‘ Pi 0.00
0.00
0.00
1400( 0.00
“* Prior Year Adjustment 0.00
*** BALANCE 0.00




