Michael Preston
Secretary of Commerce,

A R K A N s A S Executive Direclor
INC Arkansas Ecenomic

Development Commission

November 18, 2021

Senator Terry Rice & Representative Jeff Wardlaw, Co-Chairs
Arkansas Legislative Council

#1 Capitol Mall, 5*" Floor

Little Rock, AR 72201

Re: Proposed Broadband Grants — Round 2c

Dear Chairman Rice & Chairman Wardlaw:

As you know, on Tuesday the PEER subcommittee approved an appropriation for the ARC broadband grant
program in the amount of $124,766,141.48. This appropriation was intended to fund 32 broadband

projects specified in an attachment to the appropriation request.

Since then, our broadband office has been contacted by various members and certain ISP’s raising
questions as to whether three of the proposed awards should be made. In order to more fully review the
concerns raised with these proposed grants, we are withdrawing these three projects from the
appropriation request to be considered by ALC tomorrow. The attached revised project list shows the
proposed projects still cleared for approval (highlighted in green) with a revised appropriation amount of

$113,741,749.60.

If after reviewing the contested projects, and considering any information provided by those objecting,
the broadband office determines that the projects highlighted in yellow on the attached list should
proceed, we would request that ALC authorize the ALC chairs to approve the appropriation for the three

projects in the amount of $11,024,391.88,

Thank you for your leadership and assistance in extending broadband to Arkansans.

Sincerely,

Mike Preston
Secretary of Commerce

Arkansas Economlc Developmenl Commission
1 Commerce Way, Suite 601 * Lile Rock, AR 72202
ADKANSASENS rAM
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