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FIRE PROTECTION

Wildfires: During October, a total of 16 wildfires were suppressed for a total of 100 acres burned. Ten
year average for the month of October is 104 wildfires for 1,297 acres burned.

Search and Rescue Assistance: AFC personnel from Benton, Carroll, and Madison Counties assisted in
a search and rescue for an airplane that crashed north of St. Paul in Madison County.

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists rural volunteer fire departments with
organization, training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans and administers federal grants to
assist approximately 1,000 volunteer rural fire departments. The RFP shop provides maintenance to AFC
equipment.

In October, 36 rural fire departments (84 firefighters) were provided wildland fire training. Twenty-nine
Department of Defense (DOD) trucks were picked up from military posts that will be refurbished and
provided to fire departments for use as fire trucks, brush trucks, or tankers. 9,832 DOD Recycling
Control Point (RCP) firefighter equipment items were issued to rural fire departments such as flashlights,
safety glasses, gloves, emergency revolving lights, and boots.

The RFP shop completed maintenance on five AFC vehicles and dozers.

Firewise: Firewise staff and district personnel work with fire departments and civic o nizations to make
communities safer from the threat of wildfire through mitigation projects and community education
initiatives. Arkansas leads the nation with 119 active Firewise communities in 2012. Recognized
communities display Firewise signs at the city limits.

In October, Firewise staff assisted 65 communities/fire departments with renewal efforts, conducted four
initial presentations about the Firewise program, five community presentations, one risk assessment
training, and conducted six Firewise recognition ceremonies. Firewise staff assisted with the Hot Spring
County Health clinic and handed out Firewise information to approximately 2,000 in attendance.
Firewise staff attended the Arkansas Fire Academy fire station grand opening and the Arkansas Digital
Government Summit. Firewise staff assisted with the Firefighter Appreciation Fire Show in Greenbrier.

Firewise staff visited 13 AFC county and district offices to discuss Firewise pr« ams in their. 1 and
met with 15 fire chiefs to provide information on Firewise. Firewise staff ta" d with four county Office
of 1 ~ :rgency Management coordinators about Firewise. Firewise staff wor ~ witht F F
Memorial Board Committee and the Arkansas Fire Boat Committee.

Firewise staff prepared six media releases, responded to 10 media calls about fire prevention and fire
danger and updated the Firewise website and Facebook site.



Law Enforcement: AFC has the authority to enforce the laws of the State of Arkansas, but focuses
primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and equipment theft and vandalism. AFC
aggressively seeks prosecution of violators to deter such crimes. In October, AFC Investigators and
district law enforcement officers have opened 2 fire related, 8 r~"wfuldi  ~ 1, 1logy™ e nt
related and 5 timber theft cases.

AFC Law Enforcement officers attended the Attorney General Office Law Enforcement Summit.

AFC Law Enforcement officers completed all AFC county ranger training and firearms qualifications.

An AFC Law Enforcement officer spoke at an Arkansas Forestry Association landowner tree farm tour on
woodland security and AFC law enforcement authority dealing with rural dumping, fire investigation,
timber theft, equipment theft and vandalism.

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest Stewardship/Rural Forestry Assistance Programs: The AFC works with a diverse group of
partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas’s forests. The Forest Stewardship
Program (FSP) is an opportunity for a non-industrial private forest landowner interested in managing their
property for wildlife, recreation, soil and water conservation, agro-forestry, aesthetics, and/or timber
production to have a comprehensive multiple use forest management plan prepared. Private consulting or
AFC foresters working in conjunction with private consulting or AGFC private lands wildlife biologists,
and USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service soil and water professionals collaboratively develop
the multi-resource management plan for the landowner.

Arkansas has 4,627 landowners owning 849,817 acres enrolled in the FSP. For October, 13 FSP plans
were prepared on 1,749 acres. Landowners that implement practices under their FSP management plans
become certified Forest Stewards. Arkansas has 1,256 active Forest Stewards owning 283,647 acres.

In addition to the FSP, AFC personnel provide technical assistance through the rural forestry program to
landowners enrolled in USDA tree planting and forest management programs such as: the Conservation
Reserve Program, Environmental Quality Incentives Program, and Wetland Reserve Progi . For
October, AFC foresters prepared 60 rural forestry program forest management plans on 4,697 acres. In
addition, AFC personnel constructed 72,266 feet of fire lanes and conducted 12 prescribed burns on 3.,
¢ s

Forest Health: AFC offers cost-share incentives to landowners for thinning and restoration work in pine
stands as part of a comprehensive federal Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) Prevention Program. Federal grant
FY 2013 funds have been released to landowners and loggers. Fifty-six projects on 2,215 acres were
enrolled. Loggers qualify for an incentive of $1,000 per tract to harvest timber on tracts 10-20 acres in
size. This logger incentive helps cover the cost of moving equipment, logging and haul cost for small
tracts.

In October, private landowners were reimbursed for 10 SPB Prevention Program projects covering 353
acres and 3 logger incentives were paid.

Urban forestry assistance: Urban Forestry Program staff provides assistance and trainii  to
communities, educational institutions, non-profito 1~ tions, developersa hom: wners on ur
care, inventory and management.



The Arkansas Urban Forestry Council in partnership with AFC and the International Society of
Arboriculture (ISA) held a half-day workshop for individuals interested in becor~*~g certified arborists,
accumulating CEU’s or in learning more about urban tree management. There were 17 attendees at the
workshop. Fourteen attendees turned in evaluation forms and based on the results of the attendance and
evaluations we are encouraged to offer this again next year with additional topics.

In the afternoon we gave the ISA arborist certification with six individuals taking the exam. Becoming a
certified arborist adds professionalism for individuals who are in the consulting and tree care profession.
Some communities now require that tree services are certified in order to work on public property. The
AFC has seven personnel who are certified and there are over 75 certified arborists in the state.

Baucum Nursery: AFC’s Baucum Nursery produces hardwood and pine seedlings for reforestation and
afforestation efforts. Field inventory in the nursery beds was completed in October. With a field inventory
confidence interval of greater than 95%, we estimate 4,630,000 pine and 4,887,200 hardwood seedlings
are available for sale this year. AFC began accepting orders for the 2013-2014 planting season on July 16,
2013. Sales through the end of October have resulted in 989,250 pine, 875,075 oaks and 523,025 other
hardwoods.

Tree Improvement: AFC’s tree improvement program provides landowners with the highest possible
genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One of AFC’s objectives in tree improvement is establishing the
highest genetic gain material in our newest pine and hardwood seed orchards. AFC Baucum Nursery
makes available to landowners the improved varieties of pine and hardwood, which is the result of the tree
improvement program.

AFC completed the pine cone harvest at the Bluff City Tree Improvement Complex in October. This
year’s harvest resulted in 435 bushels of loblolly pine cones and 10 bushels of shortleaf pine cones to be
used for seedling production at AFC’s Baucum Nursery. In addition, AFC sold 346 bushels of loblolly
pine cones to industry nurseries for approximately $41,000.

AFC began compiling data from AFC progeny tests in October. Progeny test are established to compare
the offspring of different parents. There are a total of 10 tests that are scheduled to be measured this year
with a total of 19,936 trees. We have completed measuring 5 of those tests for a total of 9,280 trees.

Best Management Practices: AFC provides BMP training to loggers and timber companies, conducts
courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest operations and addresses logging complaints.

The BMP coordinator responded to two logger complaints.

The BMP coordinator was asked by the Oklahoma State Forestry Service to provide a technical logger
training session for foresters, loggers and contractors in Stillwell, Oklahoma. The training was well
attended with approximately 50 participants.

The BMP coordinator participated and made a presentation at the Four State BMP Conference
(Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana) which was held in Longview, Texas on October 22 and 23.
The Conference covered a board range of forestry water quality topics with speakers from across the
Southeast region. The conference participants represented EPA, various states’ Department of
Environmental Quality, Natural Resource Commission, USDA Natural I ource Con vat ¢ i
municipal watershed managers, US Forest Service, forest * lustry,  1state for ry: ‘:ncii  1the four
state region.















