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October 6, 2017
The Honorable Bill Sample The Honorable David L. Branscum
Arkansas Senate Arkansas House of Representatives
State Capitol State Capitol

Re: Arkansas Forestry Commission monthly activity report for September 2017

Dear Senator Sample and Representative Branscum:

Per Act 59 of the 89" General Assembly, Fiscal Session, 2014, Section 48, the Arkansas
Forestry Commission (AFC) is to report monthly fiscal and agency activities to the Arkansas
Legislative Council. Please find attached the report for September 2017,

September brought, as expected, heightened fire danger as well as fire activity. A total of 66
wildfires were suppressed for a total of 738 acres burned. Recent rains have slightly lowered
the danger and activity.

Also in the month of September, forty participants from fourteen conservation and fire
partners across the state participated in the 2017 Arkansas Prescribed Fire as a Management
Tool Workshop held September 25-29 at Camp Robinson. The workshop, commonly referred
to as Prescribed Burn School, has been held since 1997 and is organized by the Arkansas
Prescribed Fire Council.

AFC continues to keep Arkansans safe from wildfires as well as train partners in proper forest
management tools.
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ARKANSAS FORESTRY COMMISSION
September 2017 Activity and Fiscal Report

FIRE PROTECTION

Wildfires: During September a total of 66 wildfires were suppressed for a total of 738 acres burned. The
ten-year average for the month of September is 120 wildfires for 1778 acres burned.

Search and Rescue Assistance: An AFC crew assisted in a search and rescue for a missing 9-year-old boy
in the northwestern part of Madison County. He was found safe.

Rural Fire Protection: Rural Fire Protection (RFP) assists rural volunteer fire departments (VFDs) with
organization, training and equipment. RFP provides interest-free loans and administers federal grants to
assist volunteer rural fire departments. RFP oversees both the Federal Excess Personal Property (FEPP)
program and the Firefighter Property (FFP) program. The RFP shop also provides maintenance to AFC
equipment.

On September 11, 2017, Rural Fire Protection welcomed our new Administrator, Kathryn Mahan-Hooten.
She comes to us from Arkansas Federal Surplus Property and will be a great asset to our program.

In September 2017

e 73 rural fire departments (187firefighters) were provided wildland fire training, including one
minority department and ten AFC personnel.

e RFP received two Stewart & Stevenson M1083 Brush trucks (valued at $256,152.00), two Chevy
Brush Trucks (valued at $31,502.00), one GM Tahoe Service Truck (valued at $32,990.00), two
Gooseneck trailers (valued at $30,800.00), and six Hose Assemblies (Valued at $30,030.78)

e There were four Department of Defense (DOD) vehicles issued to VFD’s including three
Freightliners (valued at $498,669.00) and one Kovatch Pumper (valued at $169,108.34).

e 552DOD Recycling Control Point (RCP) items were received for redistribution to VFD’s (valued
at $44,893.47) including, fabric tanks, 20-ton bottle jack, split leather gloves, hose assembly, high
visibility vests, pry bar, boom spill containments, spotlights, flashlights, work lights and Xenon
strobe lights, firefighting helmets, and firefighting jackets.

e Rural Fire provided two interest free loans via the Rural Fire Revolving Loan Fund in September
2017.
o WirthFD  ’91 E-1 Pumper $9,000.00 Sharp Co. D-8
o Burnt Ridge ’88 FMC Pumper $11,625.00 Van Buren D-7



e The RFP shop completed maintenance on 11AFC vehicles and three DOD vehicles.

e Three Districts have submitted their completed files, with awarded applications, size forms for
personal protective equipment (PPE) and, non-awarded applications, for the 2017 Wildfire
Volunteer Fire (WFVF) Grant.

e The 2017 Annual Fire Show (Oct 18™) preparations are underway. This year is looking to be one
of the biggest show’s we have had due to the publicity received from publications and social
media, implemented by Adriane Barnes, Public Information Manager of the AAD.

Firewise: Firewise staff and district personnel work with fire departments and civic organizations to make
communities safer from the threat of wildfire through mitigation projects and community education
initiatives. Arkansas leads the nation with 170 active Firewise communities. Recognized communities
display Firewise signs at the city limits.

Firewise Accomplishments September 2017:

Added three new communities
Conducted three Risk Assessment trainings and one Initial Presentation
Attended the USFS Go Native, Grow Native event; presented at the Hot Springs Village American
Legion on Wildfires in the Wildland Urban Interface; and had a booth at the Saline County Family
Prep Day.

e Processed 37 Firewise Community $500 Grants

Law Enforcement: AFC has the authority to enforce the laws of the State of Arkansas, but focuses
primarily on unlawful dumping, timber theft, forest fires, and forestry equipment theft and vandalism.
AFC aggressively seeks prosecution of violators to deter such crimes. AFC Investigators and district law
enforcement officers opened three dumping, three fire related, and ten timber cases. They closed, three
fire related, one timber, and two dumping cases.

An AFC Law Enforcement Investigator attended a two-day Agro terrorism class in Little Rock, assisted
with the county ranger training in Malvern and Mountain View, assisted the Livestock and Poultry
Division with a case in Jackson County, and he attended a joint Law Enforcement mock child abduction
training in Independence County.

Another AFC Law Enforcement Investigator attended the Arkansas Department of Emergency
Management Conference in Rogers, AR. He also, attended a class on Animal/Plant Joint Criminal
Epidemiological Investigations, a course conducted by the FBI in Little Rock, AR.; conducted law
enforcement training for 70 AFC law enforcement personnel across the state; and he also, assisted
Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Department with Equine case.

A third AFC Law Enforcement Investigator assisted in county ranger training in Mountain View and
Malvern. He also assisted other Law Enforcement Officers with timber theft investigations.



FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest Stewardship/Rural Forestry Assistance Programs: AFC works with a diverse group of
partners and professionals to conserve, protect, and enhance Arkansas’s forests. The Forest Stewardship
Program (FSP) is an opportunity for non-industrial private forest landowners who are interested in
managing their property for wildlife, recreation, soil and water conservation, agro-forestry and\or timber
production to get a comprehensive multiple use forest management plan that is prepared by private
consulting or AFC foresters, private consulting or AGFC private lands wildlife biologists, and USDA
Natural Resource Conservation Service soil and water professionals. Arkansas has 4,989 landowners
owning 921,936 acres that are enrolled in FSP. Landowners that implement practices under their FSP
management plans become Forest Stewards. Arkansas has 1,294 Forest Stewards owning 282,687 acres.

For September, 43 FSP plans were prepared on 8,836 acres. In addition, AFC personnel provide technical
assistance through the rural forestry program to landowners that are enrolled in USDA tree planting and
forest management programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program, Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, Wetland Reserve Program, and AFC Southern Pine Beetle Prevention and
Restoration Program. AFC foresters prepared 66 rural forestry management plans on 5,675 acres. AFC
personnel conducted 26 prescribed burns on 1,240 acres.

Urban Forestry Assistance: Urban Forestry Program staff provides assistance and training to
communities, educational institutions, non-profit organizations, developers, and homeowners on urban
tree care, inventory and management.

Urban Forestry has been implementing programs and planning more progress for the future. Urban
Forestry partnered with the WWI memorial tree program to get the first tree of 75 planted. Urban

Forestry staff also conducted the Shade Trees on Playgrounds meeting to help 30 teachers and Urban Staff
educate the children on the importance of the trees being planted on their playgrounds. Urban Forestry
also presented to over 100 individuals amongst the Iris Garden club in Clinton AR and the Forest Source
Water Protection (Beaver Lake Watershed Symposium) in Northwest Arkansas. The garden club learned
about different conifers and evergreens they can plant. The Beaver Lake Watershed Symposium

attendees were able to learn about the role urban forestry plays in their environment.

Forest Health: The Forest Health Specialist, Chandler Barton, assists AFC personnel statewide in efforts
to maintain healthy, productive forest ecosystems by preventing, detecting, monitoring, and suppressing
damaging insects and diseases. AFC offers technical assistance to landowners who encounter forest health
issues.

e Variable oakleaf caterpillar, a moth caterpillar that defoliates oaks, was a nuisance in Hot Springs.
The caterpillar completely defoliated some urban and yard trees on properties in Garland, Hot
Springs, Clark, Pike, Polk, Howard, and Conway Counties. The pest does not cause tree death, but
the amount of droppings and dead caterpillars under the trees can be troublesome. Such outbreaks
occur in cycles, and it was last observed in a widespread outbreak in 2013.

e Southern pine beetle (SPB) is not active in Arkansas; however, it is still active in other southern
states. Alabama and Mississippi are experiencing severe outbreaks. The situation in Mississippi is
unprecedented. Over 4,000 spots of red trees were detected by aerial survey over the summer.
Most of the spots were located on public lands, including the Homochitto, Bienville, and
Tombigbee National Forests. An Incident Management Team was established in order to manage
the SPB outbreak. A process of aerial detection, ground-truthing, marking, and felling is being



used. In many cases the SPB spot cannot be salvaged. Therefore, mechanized or chainsaw crews
are simply doing a cut-and-leave operation. Freshly attacked and a buffer of un-attacked trees are
felled inward, and vacated trees are left standing in the interest of time and safety. Cut-and-leave
operations can be successful by controlling the advancing front of the spreading infestation. This
method works by disrupting the chemical communication among beetles and trees.

e The Forest Health Specialist is working with other state agencies to prepare and educate Arkansas
in the event that SPB returns to outbreak potential.

Baucum Nursery: AFC’s Baucum Nursery produces hardwood and pine seedlings for reforestation and
afforestation efforts.

Seedling sales began on July 15. Through October 1, there were 295 on line orders and 84 traditional
orders for total sales of 835,600 pine and 4,556,750 hardwood. Comparatively, in the same period in FY
17, there were 200 on line orders and 59 traditional orders for total sales of 1,919,450 pine and 4,056,450
hardwood.

Baucum Nursery staff conducted the following cultural practices for the FY18 crop during the month of
September:

o Fertilized cypress every week in order to attain a 36 height for a special order.

e Top pruned all hardwood in Fields #7 and #2.

e Top pruned pine. Sprayed micro nutrient and Peters 20-20-20 on pine and hardwood.

e Sprayed Roundup on the ends of beds. Sprayed pro line fungicide on pine and small hardwood.

e Used disc and do-all in two fields in preparation for upcoming methyl bromide treatment.

e Cleaned up improved cherrybark oak, improved nuttall oak and sawtooth oak orchards in
preparation for acorn harvest.

e Began a new cultural practice of plowing between rows of hardwood seedlings. The shielded
sprayer has the option of attaching plow shanks that are properly spaced to run between the rows
of hardwood seedlings. This practice helps with weed control and water absorption.

Tree Improvement: AFC’s tree improvement program provides landowners with the highest possible
genetic gain in pine and hardwood seed. One of AFC’s objectives in tree improvement is establishing the
highest genetic gain material in our newest pine and hardwood seed orchards. AFC Baucum Nursery
makes available to landowners the improved varieties of pine and hardwood, which is the result of the tree
improvement program.

During the month of September, the Bluff City Tree Improvement staff completed the following:

Bush hogged production orchards in preparation for cone harvest.

Inventoried and put flagging on trees to be harvested; same ribbon is used on every tree of the
same family so the harvest crew can keep cones separated by family.

Bush hogged Dr. Parkes hardwood test site near Scottsville.

e Tree Improvement Manager Randy O’Neal met with International Forest Company (IFCO) reps
and showed them the trees that cones will be harvested for them. IFCO was the winning bidder
for the cone harvest of lower gain families that are not needed by AFC. Cone harvest began on
September 25 and will continue through most of October.



Best Management Practices: AFC provides BMP training to loggers and timber companies, conducts
courtesy exams prior or during timber harvest operations and addresses logging complaints.

The BMP coordinator responded to one (1) timber harvesting complaint, through the Arkansas Game &
Fish Commission (AGFC). The complaint was found valid and located in Lawrence County. The BMP
Coordinator responded to a complaint by a site visit and followed up by a report back to the AGFC
addressing risk and potential risk to water quality on the construction of a logging road. The report also
provided information on the corrective measures needed to mitigate the risk.

The BMP Coordinator conducted two technical logger training sessions. One was for Foresters, Loggers
and Confractors in Idabel, Oklahoma, for Huber Corporation. The workshop was attended by
approximately 45 participants. The second training was provided for the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) for District Conservationists at Ferndale, Arkansas. The workshop was attended by
approximately 40 participants.

Completed one Courtesy Exam in Pulaski County, which was a good preventative exercise. (Prevent
Before the Event)

The BMP coordinator continues to work with the Arkansas Forests and Drinking Water Committee and
the Forum planning committee. The Committee is planning a south central forum to be held at De Gray
Lake Lodge November 7 & 8 2017.

The 8th BMP survey is under way using digital satellite images to locate tracts. The BMP Coordinator has
started the ground survey and collecting data on logging sites randomly selected. We hope to complete the
survey this fall, with data analysis and finial report published by June 2018.

The BMP Coordinator represented AFC at the Arkansas Natural Resource Commission Nonpoint Source
Pollution Stakeholder & Project Review Meeting. The two-day meeting provided updates from EPA,
ANRC, and the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture. The second day was EPA 319h grant
projects updates in which the BMP Coordinator reported on the AFC 319h project (BMP Implementation
Assessment.

Forest Inventory and Analysis: AFC in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service Southern Research
Station is responsible for collecting scientific data from permanently established plots located all over the
state. The plots, each representing 5,937 acres, are strategically located on a three-mile by three-mile grid.
The inventory plots have been generating data since they were established in the 1950’s. Natural resource
managers use the data to make management decisions and follow Arkansas’ natural resource trends
through time.

FIA completed 94 plots for the month of September. We are 58% complete with Inventory 2017.

COMMUNICATIONS

Media Update

e Distributed to statewide media: “Forest Inventory & Analysis Report Provides Updated Arkansas
Forest Data,” 9/8.



e Distributed to statewide media: “Larry and Shirley Aikman of Yell County Named Forest Stewards of
the Year,” 9/13.

e Distributed to statewide media: “National Farm Safety and Health Week Highlighted by State and
National Leaders,” 9/18.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Arkansas Forestry Commission Rural Fire Program to Host Annual
Fire Show October 28,” 9/20.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Arkansas Residents Urged to Use Caution with Outdoor Burning,”
9/26.

e Distributed to statewide media: “Partner Agencies in Conservation and Fire Participate in Annual
Prescribed Burn School,” 9/30.

Meetings and Events

o Organized/implemented all media and outreach efforts for Prescribed Burn School at Camp Robinson,
9/25-9/29.
o Hosted Media Tour on 9/27. Interviews were featured from prescribed burn sites on KTHV 11,
Fox 16, KARK 4 news (television), and in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette (newspaper).
o Hosted VIP Tour on 9/28. A group of 9 attended (2 representatives from Senator Tom
Cotton’s office — Vanessa Moody and Keith Stokes, Agriculture Secretary Wes Ward, State
Parks Communications Director Meg Matthews, NRCS Biologist Ryan Diener, Director of
Arkansas Forest Resource Center Dr. Phil Tappe, and three representatives from the Arkansas
Agriculture Department Marketing Department — Christian Olson, Rachael Tucker, and Mary
Elizabeth Lea.)
o Provided follow-up press release.
o Coordinated photographs and uploaded over 300 photos of students, instructors, and guests to
Prescribed Fire Council Facebook page.
o Presented to students for 1 hour on 9/27 about the importance of public
relations/communications to wildfire/conservation agencies and partners.
e Organized partnership with Department of Arkansas Heritage to coordinate the offering of WWI
Memorial trees, a project of the WWI Commemoration Committee to honor the WWI Centennial
Year in 2018. Organized partner press release and logistics to supply one tree to each county.

General

e Included forestry update in monthly Arkansas Agriculture Department newsletter, distributed 9/7.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

September 2017

. | Balance |
4020014000 TIMBER

SEVERANCE (376,194.51)

** SR (3.0) - Taxes (376,194.51)
4030002000 ACREAGE TAX (61,897.71)



** SR (1.5) - Taxes
4038003000 SEEDLING SALES
** SR (1.5)- Sales of Agency
Produce
4042001000 FINES
** OR - Fines and Penalties
4044002000 FACILITIES RENT
** OR - Rents
4046002000 NON-OP
DONATIONS
4047002000 OTHER SALES
4047041000 VOLUME REBATES
** OR - Miscellaneous
4047001600 PAYMENT FOR
SERVICES
4048001000 SALE COPIES
PUBS
4048019000 RESALES
** OR - Sales of Goods and Services
4049003000 INTEREST DISTRIB
** OR - Investment Revenue
4050003000 OTH
REFUNDS/REIMB
** OR - Grants and Reimbursements
4050004000 FED
GRANTS/REIMBURSE
** Federal Grants and
Reimbursements
4090010000 3% SPECIAL REV
FEES
4090020000 1.5% SPL REV
FEES
4090030000 ADDITIONAL SR
FEES
** Treasury Charges
5010001000 00 Regular Salaries
5010002000 01 Extra Help Sal
5010003000 06 Overtime Salaries
5010005000 03 FICA & Medic Exp
5010006000 03 Ben Ins Exp HAL
5010006500 Agency Cost of
ARCAP
5010007000 03 Retirement Exp
5010011000 16 Fixed Uniform All
** Salary Expense
5020001000 Postage
5020002000 Telecomm Wired
5020003000 Telecomm Wireless
5020004000 Network Services
Exp
5020005000 Freight
** Communication & Transp. of
Commod
5030001000 Printing
5030001100 02-Print-AgenPub

(61,897.71)
(16,519.00)

(16,519.00)
(158.50)
(158.50)
(400.00)
(400.00)

(700.00)
(20,625.00)

(1,446.79)
(22,771.79)

(3,342.00)

(4,860.25)
(46,564.04)
(54,766.29)

(0.24)
(0.24)

(143.35)
(143.35)

(71,328.93)
(71,328.93)
11,285.84
1,545.03

427.69
13,258.56
1,176,420.90
13,824.76
3,242.98
86,899.07
118,860.00

4,427.07
174,258.93
1,600.00
1,5679,533.71
544.03
5,210.35
10,095.93

1,983.01
341.02

18,174.34
440.66
815.74

Fire Show Donations
Fire Equipment
WEX Rebates

Prescribed Burn/Fire Lane

Trees of AR
Fire Equipment

Premium Refund

Error, will be corrected to Vehicle Maint.



5030002000 Bind Copy Collate
5030003000 Advertise Clip Svc
** Printing & Advertising

5030005000 02-Bldg & Grds Maint
5030005100 Pest Control Cl 02
5030007000 Hauling & Moving
Exp
5030010000 Pub Safety Eq Maint
5030011000 Ind Inst Equip Maint
5030012000 02 - Vehicle Maint
5030014000 Mar Avi Equip Maint
5030018000 Oth Repair Servicing
5030021000 NBR - Repair & Serv.
** Repairing & Servicing
5040001000 Electricity
5040003000 Water & Sewage
5040003100 02 Water
5040004000 Natural Gas Propane
5040005000 Rent of Facilities
5040006000 Lease Private Land
5040007000 Rent of Office Equip
5040011000 Other Rent & Leases
5040013000 Satellite/cable Serv
Utilities & Rent
5050001000 02 Mileage
5050003100 02 - Meals
5050003200 02 - Lodging
5050004100 09 - Meals
5050004200 09 - Lodging
50500056000 02 Common Carrier

5050013000 02 Other Travel Exp

5050017000 02 Conf Seminar
Fees

5050018000 09 Conf Seminar
Fees

5050019100 Board Member
Expense

5050020400 02BdMbr Trvl
Mileage
** Travel & Subsistence

5060001000 Professional Adm
Fee

5060001400 02 WC ADMIN FEE
EXP

5060011000 Direct Prov Svcs
5080015000 02 MiscTech
SrvNonlT
** Professional Services & Fees
5070001000 Surety Perform
Bonds

5070002000 Vehicle Insurance

5070007000 Other Insurance
** |nsurance & Bonds

5080009000 Janitorial Service

*

*

12.24
92.70
1,361.34

32,322.66
791.04

2,000.00
6,381.98
15,523.46
13,580.22
10,403.17
0.00
176.78
81,179.31
10,605.69
2,058.28
0.00
736.83
10,318.74
90.00
2,830.07
1,086.32
0.00
27,725.93
194.32
1,247.97
3,431.37
196.69
198.84
(567.60)
3.00

1,865.00
0.00
230.53

0.00
6,800.12

26,040.00

0.00
0.00

705.00
26,745.00

0.00
0.00
916.61
916.61
575.10

Electrical, Plumbing, Supplies
(metal,wood,screws,etc...)

Airline Ticket Refund

Consulting for Stewardship/\WWAWRP

Bancorp Ins Service



5080014000 Trash Pickup Service
5080016000 Temp Employ Sve
5080019000 Veh Lic Title Fees

5080020000 Enforce Invest Exp
5080029000 NBR - Other Exp,
Svs

** Other Expenses & Services

5090002000
5090003000
Supp
5090004000
5090005000
PURCH
5090005100
PURCH

5090005200
5090006000
5090007000
5090013000
Sups
5090014000
5090016000
5090018000
5090019000
5090020000
5090022000
Sup
5090023000
Agent
5090025000
5090026000

Natural Res Supps
Special Purpose

Tires
02 GASOLINE

02 DIESEL FUEL

02 AVIATION FUEL
Office Supplies

Educ Supplies Mats
02-Pub Safe,Mil

Drugs & Medicines
Shop Indust Supps
Subscriptions Pubs
Food Purchases
02-Clothing,Rel Item

02-Kit,Jan,House
Seed Fert Cont

Agri Hort WL Supps
DP Supps

5090026300 02
Dsktop,Laptop,PDA

5090027000 Software/Licenses

5090030000 Other Comm Mat
Supp

5090036000 NBR - Comm, Mat,
Sup

5090037000 Equip Fire Vehicles

5900004000 LVA Exp (Modified)

5901070000 LVA Exp Full
** Commodities, Materials &
Supplies

5100001000 04 Assist Grants Aid

5100005100 02-SPONSORSHIPS
** Assistance, Grants & Aids

5110002000 02 Other Refunds

5110008000 License & Permits

5110010000 Real Property Tax
** Refunds, Taxes & Claims

6080001300
RefExpSlesTaxRebate

6080001301
RefExpUseTaxRebate

** Refunds

807.63
16,122.47
1,685.97
132.00

0.00
19,323.17
0.00

0.00
18,270.80

27,493.62

16,446.41
3,542.35
4,473.14

14,056.17

0.00

0.00
11,185.72
254,16
631.31
5,003.77

1,284.44

10,321.76
1,629.53
980.64

1,596.50
5,705.06

1,698.35

8.80
43,054.74
2,509.97
2,509.97

172,657.21
34,700.00
250.00
34,950.00
10.00

0.00

0.00

10.00

0.00

0.00
0.00

Baucum Nursery

Lawn Mower-D6; Laptop-D8



5900003000 Capital Outlay

** Capital Outlay
5901020000 Depr Expense (Full)

** Depreciation/Amortization
6100002000 GainLoss FA(Full)

** Gain/Loss on Fixed Assets
5130030300 Inter fedxout-warr04
6060004200 InterAgy FedRev X In
6060004500 IntraAgy GR Tran-In
6060007200 M & R Transfers In
6060009000 Motor Veh Tfr In
6061002000 Intra-Agy Xfers Out
6061003000 Inter-Agy Xfers Out
6061004500 IntraAgy GR Tran-

Qut
6061009000 Motor Veh Tfr Out

** Transfers InfOut
6990001000 Prior Yr Warr QOutlaw
6990002000 Prior Yr Warr Cancel
6990003000 Prior Yr Ref to Exp

** Prior Year Adjustment

*** BALANCE

122,887.27
122,887.27
101,323.08
101,323.08
0.00

0.00
1,786.05
0.00
(718,000.00)
0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

7,500.00
0.00
(708,713.95)
(1,676.03)
0.00
(317.90)
(1,993.93)
0.00

Grill Guard for FIA Vehicle; Tandem Axle Tract
Truck
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