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From: ASCC New Claims
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); Roni Gean (DOC)
Cc: Kathryn Irby
Subject: CLAIM: Brandon James v. ADC, Claim No. 221447
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:00:00 PM
Attachments: Brandon James ADC agency ltr .pdf

Brandon James Claim form and supporting docs.pdf

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions.
 
Thank you,
Caitlin
 
Caitlin McDaniel
Administrative Specialist II
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-1619
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 

Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 

 

August 17, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns           (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
RE: Brandon James v. Arkansas Division of Correction  

Claim No.  221447 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Brandon James, Claimant (w/ encl.)  
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From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Brandon James (171937) #221447
Date: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 2:18:44 PM
Attachments: ADC Answer.pdf

Answer
 

Leslie Browning
 
Arkansas Division of Correction
Central Office/Legal Division
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff, AR 71602
Legal Support Specialist
Phone:  870-267-6844
Email: leslie.browning@arkansas.gov
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From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Brandon James v ADC 221447
Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 2:57:42 PM
Attachments: 4697 001.pdf

MTD
 
Thomas Burns
General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
6814 Princeton Pike
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602
Phone: (870) 267-6845
Fax: (870) 267-6373
Cell: (870) 515-0918
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of
Arkansas and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private
information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has
misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended
recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email.
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Mika Tucker

From: Mika Tucker
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 9:51 AM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: LETTER ORDER: James v. ADC, Claim Nos. 221447 and 230215
Attachments: James v. ADC -- 221447 230215 -- letter order consolidating claims.pdf

Hi, Thomas. 
 
Please see the attached letter order. Thank you.  
 
-Mika 
 
Mika Tucker 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
(501) 682-2818 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 10:39 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Brandon James v ADC 221447
Attachments: 0290_001.pdf

Motion for Sanctions 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2022 2:33 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Brandon James v. ADC, Claim Nos. 221092 and 221447
Attachments: Brandon James v. ADC2.pdf; Brandon James-order4.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
BRANDON JAMES (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V.  CLAIM NO. 221092 
                                                             CLAIM NO. 221447 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

 Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) are 

motions filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss Claim Nos. 

221092 and 221447 of Brandon James (the “Claimant”). Also pending is Claimant’s motion for 

award in Claim No. 221092, as well as Claimant’s motions for default judgment and Respondent’s 

motion for sanctions in Claim No. 221447. Based upon a review of the motions, the arguments 

made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims Commission hereby finds as follows: 

Claim No. 221092 

1. Claimant filed Claim No. 221092 on March 18, 2022, seeking $4,500.00 in 

damages related Respondent’s employee allegedly breaching policy by feeding Claimant breakfast 

in an area that housed both COVID positive and COVID negative inmates. Claimant alleges that 

he still suffers breathing and throat issues related to the employee’s actions.  

2. Claimant’s claim was transmitted to Respondent on April 14, 2022.  

3. On April 15, 2022, Respondent filed an answer denying liability.  

4. Claimant then filed a motion on June 11, 2022, arguing that Respondent failed to 

comply with the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure because Respondent had not filed a denial of 

liability. Claimant requested an award in his favor.  

5. Respondent did not respond to Claimant’s motion.  
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6. Respondent then filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has not been damaged.  

7. Claimant did not respond to the motion to dismiss.  

8. With respect to Claimant motion for award, the Claims Commission finds that 

Respondent filed a timely answer to Claimant’s claim.  As such, Claimant’s motion for an award 

is DENIED. 

9. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 

the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 

See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 

resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 

the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 

S.W.3d 377, 382 (2011). The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a 

plaintiff’s theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 

989 S.W.2d 530 (1999)). 

10. The Claims Commission elects to exclude the evidence attached to Respondent’s 

motion for purposes of considering this motion to dismiss. See Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b). This exclusion 

relates only to this motion to dismiss. Respondent is free to use these documents as permitted by 

all applicable rules of practice and procedure and to file a motion for summary judgment once 

discovery is completed.  

11. The Claims Commission finds that dismissal of Claim No. 221092 is premature.  

12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss Claim No. 221092 is DENIED. 

13. The parties are instructed to conduct discovery. 
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Claim No. 221447 

14. Claimant filed Claim No. 221447 on March 18, 2022, seeking $4,500.00 in 

damages related to injuries he received on July 28, 2021, from Respondent’s employee’s alleged 

excessive force and misuse of restraints.  

15. Claim No. 221447 was previously assigned two separate claim numbers: Claim No. 

221447 and Claim No. 230215.  

16. Claim No. 221447 was transmitted to Respondent on August 17, 2022. Respondent 

filed an answer denying liability on August 17, 2022. 

17. Claim No. 230215 was transmitted to Respondent on August 30, 2022. Respondent 

filed an answer denying liability on August 30, 2022. 

18. Claimant then filed a request for entry of default judgment against Respondent, 

arguing that Respondent did not comply with the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure or Claims 

Commission rules because it failed to plead or otherwise defend Claim No. 221447. 

19. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss Claim No. 221447 pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. 

Proc. 12(b)(6), arguing, inter alia, that Claimant is making constitutional and Section 1983 claims 

and that the Claims Commission does not have jurisdiction over these claims. 

20. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss Claim No. 230215 pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. 

Proc. 12(b)(6), arguing, inter alia, that Claim No. 221447 and Claim No. 230215 are identical and 

that Claim No. 230215 should be dismissed or merged with Claim No. 221447.  

21. Claimant subsequently filed correspondence to the Claims Commission in Claim 

No. 221447, stating, inter alia, that Respondent failed to make a pleading within the 30-day filing 

period, which entitled him to an “automatic awardance[sic] of requested sum… and default 

judgment[.]” 

64



4 
 

22. Claimant then filed a request for hearing and motion for default judgment in Claim 

No. 230215, arguing that Respondent failed to adhere to the Claims Commission rules or the 

Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure by filing an untimely answer.   

23. The Claims Commission consolidated Claim No. 221447 and Claim No. 230215 as 

Claim No. 221447 in a letter order dated October 11, 2022. 

24. Respondent then filed a motion for sanctions, arguing that Claimant sent letters to 

the Claims Commission that were ex parte communications.  

25. Claimant did not respond to the motion for sanctions.  

26. With respect to Claimant motions for default judgment, the Claims Commission 

finds that Respondent filed a timely answer to Claim No. 221447 and Claim No. 230215.  As such, 

Claimant’s motions for default judgment are DENIED. 

27. With respect to Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission finds that 

the crux of Claimant’s claim is the alleged constitutional and federal law violations. Because such 

claims can be brought a court of general jurisdiction, the Claims Commission does not have 

jurisdiction to hear them. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-204. 

28. Respondent’s motion is granted pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b), and 

Claimant’s Claim No. 221447 is DISMISSED. 

29. Respondent’s motion for sanctions is DENIED. However, the Claims Commission 

cautions Claimant that any subsequent pleading must contain a certificate of service and must be 

served as set forth in that certificate. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the 

Claims Commission striking the pleading.   

30. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Dexter Booth 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: December 15, 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 3:41 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: CORR: Brandon James v. ADC, Claim Nos. 221092 and 221447
Attachments: Brandon James v. ADC2 .pdf; Brandon James-order5.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
BRANDON JAMES (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
 
V.                                                        CLAIM NO. 221092 
                                                            CLAIM NO. 221447 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

 Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) seeking to deem admitted 

its requests for admission propounded to Brandon James (the “Claimant”) in Claim No. 221092. 

Also pending are Claimant’s motions for reconsideration of the Claims Commission’s December 

15, 2022, order in Claim Nos. 221092 and 221447. Based upon a review of the motion, the 

arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims Commission hereby finds as follows: 

Claim No. 221092 

1. Claimant filed Claim No. 221092 on March 18, 2022, seeking $4,500.00 in 

damages related Respondent’s employee allegedly breaching policy by feeding Claimant breakfast 

in an area that housed both COVID positive and COVID negative inmates. Claimant alleges that 

he still suffers breathing and throat issues related to the employee’s actions.  

2. Claimant’s claim was transmitted to Respondent on April 14, 2022.  

3. On April 15, 2022, Respondent filed an answer denying liability.  

4. Claimant then filed a “motion for award” arguing that Respondent failed to comply 

with the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure because Respondent had not filed a denial of liability. 

Claimant requested an award in his favor.  

5. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss.  
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6. Claimant’s motion for award and Respondent’s motion to dismiss were denied by 

the Claims Commission on December 15, 2022. As part of that order denying the motion to 

dismiss, the parties were instructed to begin discovery. 

7. Claimant then filed a motion for reconsideration of the December 15, 2022, order, 

arguing, inter alia, that “Claimant obtaining new information in discovery [was] impossible.” 

8. Respondent did not file a response to the motion for reconsideration. 

9. Respondent sent requests for admission to Claimant on February 7, 2023. 

10. Claimant filed responses to the requests for admission on March 1, 2023. 

11. Respondent sent a letter on March 7, 2023, requesting corrections to Claimant’s 

discovery responses to requests for admission, interrogatories and requests for production.   

12. Claimant filed amended responses to requests for admission.  

13. Respondent filed a motion to deem admitted, arguing that Claimant’s amended 

responses to request Nos. 1, 2, 6, 7, 8 and 9 do not comport with Arkansas Rule of Civil Procedure 

36(a).  

14. Claimant did not respond to Respondent’s motion to deem admitted. 

15. With respect to Claimant’s motion for reconsideration, the Claims Commission 

cannot ascertain the relief sought in the motion or the basis for the relief. As such, the Claims 

Commission DENIES Claimant’s motion for reconsideration of its December 15, 2022, order.  

16. With respect to Respondent’s motion to deem admitted, Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 36(a) 

provides, in pertinent part, that: 

. . . Each matter of which an admission is requested shall be 
separately set forth. The matter is admitted unless, within 30 days 
after service of the request, the party to whom the request is directed 
serves upon the party requesting the admission a written answer or 
objection addressed to the matter, signed by the party or by his 
attorney. . . . If objection is made, the reasons therefore shall be 
stated. The party answering requests for admissions shall repeat 
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each request immediately before the answer or objection. The 
answer shall specifically admit or deny the matter or set forth in 
detail the reasons why the answering party cannot truthfully admit 
or deny the matter. A denial shall fairly meet the substance of the 
requested admission, and when good faith requires that a party 
qualify his answer or deny only a part of the matter of which an 
admission is requested, he shall specify so much of it as is true and 
qualify or deny the remainder. An answering party may not give lack 
of information or knowledge as a reason for failure to admit or deny 
unless he states that he has made reasonable inquiry and that the 
information known or readily obtainable by him is insufficient to 
enable him to admit or deny. A party who considers that a matter of 
which an admission has been requested presents a genuine issue for 
trial may not, on that ground alone, object to the request; he may, 
subject to the provisions of Rule 37(c), deny the matter or set forth 
reasons why he cannot admit or deny it. 

The party who has requested the admissions may move to determine 
the sufficiency of the answers or objections. Unless the court 
determines that an objection is justified, it shall order that an answer 
be served. If the court determines that an answer does not comply 
with the requirements of this rule, it may order either that the matter 
is admitted or that an amended answer be served.  

(emphasis added). 

17. The Claims Commission notes that Claimant’s responses to request Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 

and 9 are objections and that Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 36(a) allows objections as responses to requests 

for admission.  The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion to deem admitted lacks 

specificity as to how the objections to request Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 and 9 do not comply with Ark. R. 

Civ. Proc. 36(a), and the Claims Commission will not infer Respondent’s arguments. As such, 

Respondent’s motion to deem admitted is DENIED with respect Claimant’s responses to request 

Nos. 1, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

18. The Claims Commission finds that by not admitting, denying, or objecting to 

request No. 2, Claimant did not adhere to the requirements set forth in Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 36(a). 

The Claims Commission will give Claimant twenty (20) days from the date this Order to file an 

amended response to request No. 2 pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 36(a). Failure to submit a 
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properly amended response within twenty (20) days will result in the granting of Respondent’s 

motion with respect to request No. 2. 

Claim No. 221447 

19. Claimant filed Claim No. 221447 on March 18, 2022, seeking $4,500.00 in 

damages related to injuries he received on July 28, 2021, from Respondent’s employee’s alleged 

excessive force and misuse of restraints.  

20. Claim No. 221447 was previously assigned two separate claim numbers: Claim No. 

221447 and Claim No. 230215.  

21. Claim No. 221447 was transmitted to Respondent on August 17, 2022. Respondent 

filed an answer denying liability on August 17, 2022. 

22. Claim No. 230215 was transmitted to Respondent on August 30, 2022. Respondent 

filed an answer denying liability on August 30, 2022. 

23. Claimant then filed a request for entry of default judgment against Respondent, 

arguing that Respondent did not comply with the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure or Claims 

Commission rules because it failed to plead or otherwise defend Claim No. 221447. 

24. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss Claim No. 221447 pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. 

Proc. 12(b)(6), arguing, inter alia, that Claimant is making constitutional and Section 1983 claims 

and that the Claims Commission does not have jurisdiction over these claims. 

25. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss Claim No. 230215 pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. 

Proc. 12(b)(6), arguing, inter alia, that Claim No. 221447 and Claim No. 230215 are identical and 

that Claim No. 230215 should be dismissed or merged with Claim No. 221447.  

26. Claimant subsequently filed correspondence to the Claims Commission in Claim 

No. 221447, stating, inter alia, that Respondent failed to make a pleading within the 30-day filing 

74



5 
 

period, which entitled him to an “automatic awardance[sic] of requested sum… and default 

judgment[.]” 

27. Claimant then filed a motion for default judgment in Claim No. 230215, arguing 

that Respondent failed to adhere to the Claims Commission rules or the Arkansas Rules of Civil 

Procedure by filing an untimely answer.   

28. The Claims Commission consolidated Claim No. 221447 and Claim No. 230215 as 

Claim No. 221447 in a letter order dated October 11, 2022. 

29. The Claims Commission denied Claimant’s motions for default judgment on 

December 15, 2022, finding that Respondent filed timely answers to Claim No. 221447 and Claim 

No. 230215.   

30. In its December 15, 2022, order, the Claims Commission also granted Respondent’s 

motion to dismiss, finding that the crux of Claimant’s claim is the alleged constitutional and federal 

law violations. 

31. Claimant then filed the instant motion for reconsideration, arguing, inter alia, that 

Respondent did not file a timely answer to his claims.  

32. In analyzing a motion for reconsideration, Rule 7.1 of the Claims Commission 

Rules and Regulations states that motions for reconsideration “will only be entertained if they set 

forth new or additional evidence which was not [previously] available . . . .” 

33. The Claims Commission finds that the motion does not set forth new or additional 

evidence not previously available. As such, Claimant’s motion for reconsideration is DENIED, 

and the December 15, 2022, Claims Commission order remains in effect. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: May 18, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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Mika Tucker

From: ASCC New Claims
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2022 8:30 AM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); Leslie Browning (DOC)
Cc: Kathryn Irby
Subject: CLAIM: Brandon James v. ADC, Claim No. 230215
Attachments: Brandon James ADC agency ltr 8-30.pdf; Brandon James_Claim form and supporting docs.pdf

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
Caitlin 
 
Caitlin McDaniel 
Administrative Specialist II 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 

101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
(501) 682-1619 
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 

(501)682-1619
FAX (501)682-2823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 

August 30, 2022 

Mr. Thomas Burns    (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 

RE: Brandon James v. Arkansas Division of Correction 
Claim No.  230215 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Mr. Burns, 

 Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 

Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Irby 

ES:  cmcdaniel 

cc:  Brandon James (ADC ), Claimant (w/ encl.) 
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Mika Tucker

From: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2022 9:02 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: Brandon James 230215
Attachments: ADC Answer.pdf

Answer 
 

Leslie Browning 
 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
Central Office/Legal Division 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, AR 71602 
Legal Support Specialist 
Phone:  870-267-6844 
Email: leslie.browning@arkansas.gov 
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2022 3:23 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Kathryn Irby
Subject: CORR: Brandon James v. ADC, Claim No. 230215
Attachments: Brandon James v. ADC .pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:03 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: Brandon James v ADC 230215
Attachments: 4944_001.pdf

MTD 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Mika Tucker
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 9:51 AM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: LETTER ORDER: James v. ADC, Claim Nos. 221447 and 230215
Attachments: James v. ADC -- 221447 230215 -- letter order consolidating claims.pdf

Hi, Thomas. 
 
Please see the attached letter order. Thank you.  
 
-Mika 
 
Mika Tucker 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
(501) 682-2818 
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