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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
JERRY ELLIS (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230778 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is the 

claim filed by Jerry Ellis (the “Claimant”) against the Arkansas Division of Correction (the 

“Respondent’). However, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-223, where a claimant “failed to 

submit with the claimant’s initial complaint or claim filing documentation that the claimant has 

exhausted all available . . . administrative remedies,” the Claims Commission may dismiss the 

claim on its own motion. 

Claimant’s claim does not have any grievances attached. 

 Under the doctrine of exhaustion of administrative remedies, a claimant must utilize and 

exhaust the administrative remedies before seeking relief from the Claims Commission. See Ark. 

Dept. of Health and Human Servs. v. Smith, 370 Ark. 490, 492-93 (2007). The purpose of this 

doctrine is to provide the agency with an opportunity to address the issue. See id. Where a claimant 

fails to exhaust his or her administrative remedies, the Claims Commission lacks jurisdiction to 

hear the claim. 

 As such, the Claims Commission DISMISSES this claim without prejudice.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Dexter Booth 

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: December 15, 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
JERRY ELLIS (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 230778 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by Jerry Ellis (the “Claimant”) for an extension of time to file an appeal.  

Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Division of Correction was denied and dismissed 

by the Claims Commission on December 15, 2022. Claimant did not file a notice of appeal within 

40 days as required by Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). 

On January 30, 2023, 46 days after entry of the December 15, 2022, order, the Claims 

Commission received Claimant’s motion, which states that he is unable to file his appeal because 

the Claims Commission has not provided him with copies of an exhibit to his claim. Claimant 

states he requested the exhibit in correspondence to the Claims Commission dated December 30, 

2022, January 4, 2023, and January 9, 2023. The Claims Commission has reviewed Claim No. 

230778 and the five other claims filed by Claimant since 2020 and did not find such 

correspondence or requests.  Moreover, the exhibit Claimant references was not necessary for the 

appeal of his claim.  

In light of Claimant’s motion, the Claims Commission will transmit this claim file to the 

Arkansas General Assembly, as Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211 does not permit the Claims 

Commission to reject an appeal for untimeliness. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 

       

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow, Chair  

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: March 10, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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From: Mika Tucker
To: Desikan, Suba; Seaton, Gina
Subject: APPEAL: Ellis v. ADC, Claim No. 230778
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 8:18:00 AM
Attachments: 1--CRS memo.pdf

2--claim docs.pdf
3--order.pdf
4--corr trans order to parties.pdf
5--motion for ext.pdf
6--order.pdf
7--corr trans order to parties.pdf

Good morning, Suba.
 
Please confirm receipt of the attached claim file.
 
Thank you.
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
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From: Desikan, Suba
To: Mika Tucker
Subject: RE: APPEAL: Ellis v. ADC, Claim No. 230778
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 8:23:37 AM

Received!
 
 
Thank You,
Suba Desikan

 
Suba Desikan
Legislative Attorney | Administrative Rules Review Section
Bureau of Legislative Research

1 Capitol Mall, 5th Floor
desikans@blr.arkansas.gov
Office: 501-537-9185

The Bureau of Legislative Research is a nonpartisan legislative agency. Arkansas Code § 7-1-103
prohibits the use of this e-mail and any files transmitted with it to be used for political purposes, including
without limitation political advertising, fundraising, or campaigning. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including any attachments, contains information from the
Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research, which may be confidential or privileged. The information is
intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, be
aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information is prohibited. If
you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by a "reply to sender only"
message and destroy all electronic and hard copies of the communication, including attachments.
 
 
 
From: Mika Tucker [mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 8:19 AM
To: Desikan, Suba <desikans@blr.arkansas.gov>; Seaton, Gina <seatong@blr.arkansas.gov>
Subject: APPEAL: Ellis v. ADC, Claim No. 230778
 
Good morning, Suba.
 
Please confirm receipt of the attached claim file.
 
Thank you.
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
 

14



15



From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: APPEAL: Ellis v. ADC, Claim No. 230778
Date: Wednesday, March 15, 2023 8:21:00 AM
Attachments: 1--CRS memo.pdf

Hi, Thomas.
 
Please see correspondence attached.
 
Thank you,
Mika
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
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From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Subject: CORR: Ellis v. ADC, Claim No. 230778
Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 10:05:00 AM
Attachments: Ellis v. ADC -- ltr re corr from Cl after appeal .pdf

Hi, Thomas.
 
Please see the attached correspondence.
 
Thanks,
Mika
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
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