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From: ASCC New Claims
To: Thomas Burns; Roni Gean
Cc: Kathryn Irby
Subject: CLAIM: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220456
Date: Monday, November 15, 2021 12:25:00 PM
Attachments: Steven Pinder ADC agency ltr.pdf

Steven Pinder claim.pdf

Please see attached. Contact Kathryn Irby with any questions.
 
Thank you,
Caitlin
 
Caitlin McDaniel
Administrative Specialist II
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue Suite 410
Little Rock, 72201
(501) 682-1619
Caitlin.McDaniel@arkansas.gov
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=23bc6a5807484e5abb8ab3877aebd68e-Kathryn Irb



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 


(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 


 
 


101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 


LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 


KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 


 


Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 


 


November 15, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns         (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
 
RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 


Claim No.  220456 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Steven Pinder (ADC 123397), Claimant (w/ encl.) 
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501)682-1619 
FAX (501)682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 

Note to Claimant or Claimant’s counsel: The Claims Commission copied you on this correspondence to provide 
you with confirmation that your claim has been processed and served upon the respondent agency. 

 

November 15, 2021 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns         (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 
 
 
RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No.  220456 
____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Mr. Burns, 
 
  Enclosed please find a copy of the above-styled claim filed against the Arkansas Division 
of Correction. Pursuant to the Arkansas Rules of Civil Procedure, as well as Claims Commission 
Rule 2.2, you have thirty days from the date of service in which to file a responsive pleading. 
 
  Your responsive pleading should include your agency number, fund code, appropriation 
code, and activity/section/unit/element that this claim should be charged against, if liability is 
admitted, or if the Claims Commission approves this claim for payment. This information is 
necessary even if your agency denies liability. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Kathryn Irby 
 
 
ES:  cmcdaniel 
 
cc:  Steven Pinder (ADC ), Claimant (w/ encl.) 



1

Mika Tucker

From: Roni Gean
Sent: Monday, November 15, 2021 1:34 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Thomas Burns
Subject: Steven Pinder claim 220456 - Answer  11-15-21.pdf
Attachments: Steven Pinder claim 220456 - Answer  11-15-21.pdf

Good afternoon, 
 
Please see attached our Answer in the above matter.  Thank you. 
 
 

Roni Gean 
Administrative Specialist III 
DOC Division of Correction 
Internal Affairs Division (870) 267-6218 
Legal Division (870) 267-6844 
6814 Princeton Pike, Pine Bluff, AR  71602 
roni.gean@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice:  This e-mail message and any attachment is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be protected by state and 
federal law governing disclosure of private information.  It is for the intended recipient only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected 
this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or reply to 
this e-mail. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 9:37 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Roni Gean
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC 220456
Attachments: 3902_001.pdf

MTD 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Mika Tucker

From: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 10:52 AM
To: ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Roni Gean (DOC); Mika Tucker
Subject: Steven Pinder v ADC claims 220691 and 220456
Attachments: 2169_001.pdf

Motion protective order 
 
Thomas Burns 
General Counsel 
Arkansas Department of Corrections 
Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff Arkansas 71602 
Phone: (870) 267-6845 
Fax: (870) 267-6373 
Cell: (870) 515-0918 
thomas.burns@arkansas.gov 
 
Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message and any attachments is the property of the State of Arkansas and may be 
protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of private information. It is for the intended recipient only. If an 
addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to it. If you are not the 
intended recipient you may not use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on this email. 
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Barracks No. fi!/    IIE,.

ARKANSAs DEPArmENT OF COREECTION
RETUEN MAIL NOTICE

~.I?         /

B,;„,f
Inmate's Name

Regarding LetterThckage from

Theabovei{:jmLhJ£`'t! bereturnedtosenderforthefollowingreason(s):

No ADC Number
On Letter

Stamped Envelope

Unauthorized Money Order

Cdsh Enclosed
(Amount S

Pbmographic Material

Incorrect ADC Number
On Money Order

Unauthorized Photos

Date:

Postage Stamps

Reading Material
(Must come from publisher

or Bcokstore)

Money Order did not include your ADC number
(AIlmoneyordersmustindudeinmatenameandirocNumtier)

Unauthorized Material Enclosed

Unauthoriz-ed correspondence              '_? (J

y=:nr,::#f:g:;=::;±:g=f:::::;:=!±i:!±L-
Lettertoolapetofitinregular-sieeenvelope.Sendasignedlnmatecheckfortheamountofsd±i±2i.

Please send a signed Inmate Check for S
and a stamped envelope.

AIlmoneyordasthatdonothaveanADCNumbermustberetumedtothesendertohavethenumberputonjt.Andin
accordancewiththenewpostalregulation,postagehastobepaldonlettersthataerettmedtothesender.Therefore,youneed
tosendmeastampedenvelopeaddressedtotheabeveperson.

AdviseyourcorreapondentthatAILOftherequiredinformanonMUSTbeincludedinyouraddress.Theinformationwhich
shat/6):`req,¥,i(xp  ,,/`c'j |`(:`\ (i"i  '`L'          'L'`L=(:£zi=:

PleaaecheckoneofthetioxesbelowandretumthisnoflcetotheMaflroom.

I Wish To:

I         ]    Donate above iterus
I          I    Return tosender
I          ]    Desfroyabovejtems

Irmate's Signature

Dcydh 491

`_/,f/
?`-'---

- -fT--

Mall Rcom Supervisor

Date

rl  A+m^h!r.c  fl.I+,h!r  `` A.I         I;i7
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...Arkansas Department of correction

Publications Review
TR3:in.[`n,Ta,te.S_:=L:e
Fi.om:  Ms.   L Southern

RE:     Notification ofpublication Review

Date   04/05/2021

Piibllcation  Title:

Volume:  (publications)
The Fantasy Ai`t Calandi.a

Issue/Yeai.Thisistonot)`fyyouthattheabovepublicationaddressedtoyoumee[s[he
cl.iteriaforreview.Yourpublicatjonwithacopyofthisnoti.ficationhasbeenforwardedto
the Unit Publication Review Committee.

ThelJn"F'ublicationRevlewCommitteehas(10)daysfrom[hereceip[of[hisnotLc@[omake
adcterminati.onregardingthispublicati.onandforwardi[sdecislontotheWarden.

TheWardenhasthirty(30)daystomakehlsdecjsjon.

YourpublicationwilJbesecui'edunti[eltherthepi.ocess]scompleteoi.the(10)dayperlocl
/.oi. filing an appeal has expired.

Cc..             UnitpubljcationReviewcomniittee

Maill.oom



I.(a-3b

„.ArkansasDepartmentofCorrectjon

Publications Review
TR?:`m.'\n^lra,te.S_te.:e.`
Fi.om:  Ms.   L Soiithel.n

RE:      Notification ofpublicatlon Review

Date   04/05/2021

P`ibljcatjori  Till

Volume:  (publications)
e: Treasiires OJ`The  Louvi.e

lssiie/YearThisistono[ifyyo`ithattheabovepublicatloliaddressed[oyoumeets`the
"IteriaforreviewYourpublicationwithacopyofthisnotifica[ionhasbeenforwardedto
the Unit Publication Review Committee.

TheUmtPublica[ionReviewCommitteehas(10)daysfi.om[hereceiptofthisnoticetomaJ{e
adetermination1egardjngthispilbllcationandforwarclitsdecislontotheWarden

TheWai`denhasthirty(30)claystomakehisdecision.

Youi'pubJicationw"beseciiredun["e!thci-lheprocesslscomi)le[c'orLlie"dtiype).tod
for filing an appeal  has expii.ed.

Cc:             Urn.tpubll.catioliReviewcoirmuttee

Mailroom

CLthniwh  €tl+iiSIT    \`r_'.



------- J*PC  16.5.a_-

tub-3A:achmentc ARRANSAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

PUBLICATION REVIEW RESULTS
TO:                       Inmate:  `

FROM:              Deputy/Assistant wai.den

ofpub]jcation Review Results

ADC#

•-Tl-e.  r=cL^L€
zt          Rce£,b`€j  b7  m„L„4   gl\3i-LiaeDATE:

RE:

The UnitPubljcatioiiReviewCommjtteehasdeiiiedyoui.

~ Homosexuality
~ Ei]couraging an

i9O [hei. (explain)

Pages:

C±,`L  CcllQ•.,.I.....t\

publication foi. the reason(s) listed below:
Discrimiiiatiom'Inflammatory Attitude   rf Nudity      Lj Gang-ji-;:s

oo           ,              .        -           s]                                                    2C>-O¢

Tlii.sdeQi.sionisconsistentwitliAR864andtlieADonPubljcations.
rlol..F1..a+:r`n.^  ^..___i     `.

_ ........... `  UVT  a„u  .IIc Au  on  i`uDHcations.   You  win liave  up  to TEN (10) days  iipon  itcoipt of this
notjficationtoappeal.Youmayappcflltln.sdccisiontotlicUn"Majll.oomby`ylitlng"AppoflF'intlieoptjoiibhnk.

IfyonchoosenottoappealthedecisionwithinTEN(10)days,thepublicationwillbedisposedof.You
Will have an extra (15) fifteen days to exercise oDtioii  I   ?   1   ni. 4 Laf^..^ .I---+--'  "     ._ -_.  -_  _``.I,\,'»^^ \JL.exerciseoptioli1,2,3,oi.4b;forethepublicationjsdestroyed.

I.    Desti.uction
2.    Retllrli the piiblication to sender at yoilr own expense

(unlessi.etumpostageisguaraiiteed).
\  ,_.I    .,...3.    Mail the publjaatioi;

4.    Giveto

OPTION:

Inmate

Witness

rd
party at .Visitation

Lcfro
Signature

t.o a thii.d pal.ty at your own expense

\2itl \.,

;i.rhoTfzifLJ,qr
6lt>\.2-I    /i

vtry!T!rL`cm    &
Ii  ``'ill  bc  considci.ccl  aullioi.i

cc:         Unitpublication Review committee chaii.
Institutional File
Wardeii
File

Address:

I  for desti.uc(joii.

I    Refiised to sign

•,\         ,,

C.Lflmcmti   &lub`i+    D



NL'L:  16.5.0

Attacliment C

+dr"7ie                RECTION
puBLlcATION REvrmw REsuLTs

TF°ROM         [=r=p::tey/A£.st£=:\Jt"wa,dep '` I a ~                        

;:TE:          hi:====f==+,,.    `.    _R€C-€`\.``tt\  lo`F.ncdt`  g(13!2.(  @Notjficatjoii ofpliblica[jon

The Uili[ Publicatf on Review
RevjewResujts    -   TI_Eec..5tsf~t

~ Homosexuality     _ Discriininatioirfuflamniatory A-ttinide   j£ Nudity
n__ _                   ,

s_  oi.   L®uvr`€,
Commjt[eehasdeiiiedyoui.piiblicatjonfoi.tliei.eason(s)

~Encouingingaiid/oi.instriictingCrimimlActivity

~ Other (explain)

Pages:

a Mciiibelrriilc

Ov,a,ql

Tl`isdecisl.oniscorisisteiitwi{liAR864andtheADonPublications.
no'iFilc.5,,it\r\  ,^  a--^-l     \,_

MciilbeiITiiic

Jisfed below:

GangSigns

__  .  ..„  .  ..`  UUT  aiiu  iHc ^L;  on  i`ul)Ilcations.   You  will  have up  lo TEN  (10) days  upon receipt of tllis
llotificationtoappeal.Youlnayiippcaltlii.sdecisionto[IicUn"Maill-oomby`vl.itiiig"A|ipeal"intlicoi)ti.onl)lflnl(.

IfyollchoosenottoappealthedecfsjonwithinTEN(10)days,thepublicationwillbedisposedof.You
will have all extra (15) fifteen days to exel.rj<p nhf;^n  I   ..--- ` I--'       ..--.__ .  `_ i,  -„ u, `,I-rui;iiutiiiuli will  De ai§posed Of.   you
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I.    Desti.uction
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Inmate

Wiftiess

exei.cise

Signature

Address:
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Date

Date

cc;         Unit publication Review committee chair
institutional File
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File
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NCE FORM(Attachment I)

(Date) STEP ONE:   Informal Resolution

(Date)  STEP TWO:   Formal Grievance (AIl com e handled
If the issue was not resolved during Step One, state why.:   NO   fry-¢

Y GRIEV (An emergency n which you y be subject to
a substantial risk of physical harm:  emergency grievances are not for ordinary problems that are not of serious
nature).   If you marked yes, give this completed form to the designated problem-solving staff, who will sign th€
attached emergency receipt.  In an Emergency, state why:

Is this Grievance corigei.ning Medical or Mental Health Services?   ±j|i If yes, circle orle:   medcc{l-or'9fffermm

\+:i:=tf:fJrTrT.'°try=,:t`,i:::i.:=L;:Ljji±=±i¥thJ={iL:I:a:=`j::±=:¥

•.j       I,         ,

`=,` .--. i  i:,  -.         i       .,r+'  ,.-- _                                                                                i..-i./  i,I.-I.`J        )---. J+:,.                                                                                                                      ,:.=---: ..,,,i             I

Inina.te S ignature Date
|f row .re A.rrdJheaen£1 bqu\Ise Of yory F.c Of |h< grlLnr-I\cc proce.a. rcpotl lt inii..±EaeL+I to the Weden or 4etry

TIIIS SBCTION T0 BE FILLED OUT BY STAFF ONLY
This fomi was received on (date), and determined to be Step One and/or an Emergency Grievance

(Yes or No).  This fomi was forwarded to medical or mental health?
of the person in that department 1.eceiving trys fom:

PRINT STAFF NAME (PROBLEM SoLVER)            ID N.{mber REC
Describe action

(Yes or No).   If yes, name
Date

Signature
taken to 1.esolve compldyflt, including dates;

Date Received

iiiijiNfiFEmiEiiEHREREHiiEiE!i[iEiii=EiiiEEJ
If forwarded, pi.ovide name of person  receiving this for
------------------------------------------.--------------------------------------.------_

DISTRIBUTION:YELLOW&PINK-IrmateReceipts;BLUE-Grievanceofficer;OZ;IS:#-8iv&nhob#q§
to Inmate after Completion of Step One ?nd Step Two.
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INMATE  NAME:    Pinder Steven  L.

Attachment  Ill

ADC  #:                     GRIEVANCE  #: M21-01731

WARDEN/CENTER  SUPERVISOR'S  DECISION

Inmate  Pinder,  you  stated  jn  your grievance  that,  "The  publication  review  committee  has  violated  my  'iberty
intevest  rights  and  denied  me  my  property  7  books costing  80  by  getting  my  books for review on  04-05-21
and  keeping  them  for  over  5  months  policy states the  committee,  which  consists of Deputy  warden
Richardson,  Major  Kenya  Randle,  AHen  Parham  chaplain  had  (30)  days to  review  and  accept or reject these
publications-The committee  held  my  books  for over 5  months,  some  150  days  plus.  This  was  120 days  over
the  30  day to  compensate  me  for the  deniad  and  delay  in  processing  this  matter where  by  vi.oletjng  ADC
policy  and  my  liberty  in  terests.  This  grievance  is  about violatjng  ADC  Policy  and  payment to  me  of $9,600
for violating  me  liberty  interest."

Documentation  reflects  that your items were  sent to  Publication  Review  on  5/5/21  and  were  denied  due  to
being  overstzed  and  containing  nudity.  Per policy AD  20-04,  material  that depicts  nudity;  however,  material
that  includes  the  depiction  of nudity as  illustrative of and  as  part of broader medical,  educational,
anthropological,  or artistic content will  not  be  rejected  solely on  the  basis that the  material  includes  nudity
will  be  rejected.  Ms.  Southern,  Mailroom  Supervlsor,  advised  that you  were  sent  a  maH  return  notice  about
your publication  contairiing  nudity  and  violati.ng  the  publication  policy.  This  should  address your concern.

*`EC E!VE{.L`               '`

SFP  2  3  202t
Title

iNMATr=l GRIEVANCES SUPERVISOR

ADMINIST}?ATION BU!LDING

(?..1£,-V

INMATE.S APPEAl.

If you  are  not satisfied  with  this  response,  you  may  appeal  this  decision  wi.thin  five  working  days  by fHHng
information  requested  below  and  mailing  it to the appropriate  Chief Deputy/Deputy/Assistant  Director alon
with  the  Unit  Level  Grievance  Form.  Keep  in  mind that you  are appealing  the  decision  to  the  original
grievance.  Do  not list additional  issues,  which  are not  part of your original grievance as they  win  not be
addressed.  Your appeal  statement  is  limited  to what you  write  in  the space  provi.ded  below.

jn the
9

WHY DO YOU  DISAGREE  WITH THE AB.9VE REspoNSE?    ||-`a`   c\Gti   n¢+   .J`il &rr.i3    t``Y  as'`etL.'I`',

T:<v::h\`:LittL':d&*¢k?:i"``j`.The:,¥i.Li`€p`.±t`{;Y¥h.€Chvto€:Len```{:i.?1:fi\'LVA`f,:ri¥ny.i
tt`i  `r`nef`tJ  t A:`   thi   <3`.`r€,UCvVItf .  P``:.||   .i  c\twrj  .T1^a?.`utitfho~  P`tv`lcu  ci~ `t`n+ I.`|+c+

h.i     3.  a[ng   :ho   a,1+;`tr   .`i\oLj  e+   :c,.`e.r cM`j   fubu`;be.    4.`^^{L  tfroi  utoi.-jtc`
.anc,`5     pL.Iir|...hot`   fcl.T`,    tot    kecpi`Ia<i     +~\j    l'J+ul-.     ¢uir   liLrQ   Plus  c±tit40`      f{tw4

:;\'=::::t] ;;a::gT:.,¥er:\q:U`;;=2:*ng:r::a t° " tfu  vl`tiJm,  iu.a   , `iL;.,+y

REi~   {2;L      
IGTT410 Page  1  of 2 C\a„rvnif e  6hiw:i ``& .2.`
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:bLdrue u`lajma commission

OCT   14   2021

Page  1  of I

Attachment VI

INMATE  NAME.  plnder,  steven  L                  ADc "23397    RECEGr¥|EE3ANCE#.EAM2mi73i

CIIIEF

On 8/15/2021,  you stated the foHowing

I)IRECTOR'S DECISION

_     „ ._,.v.+,  yuu  .iait:u  [ne roilowing  complaint:  The  publication  review  committee has vi.olated
mylibertyintevestri.ghtsanddeniedmemyproperty7bookscostjng80bygettingmybooksfor
reviewon04-05-21andkeepingthemforover5monthspolicystatesthecommjttee,which
consistsofDeputywardenRichardson,MajorKenyaRandle,AIlenParhamchaplalnhad(30)daysto
reviewandacceptorrejectthesepublications-Thecommitteeheldmybooksforover5months,
some150daysplus.Thiswas120daysoverthe30daytocompensatemeforthedenladanddelay
inprocessingthismatterwherebyvioleti.ngADCpolicyandmyljbertyinterests.Thisgrievanceis
aboutviolatingADCPolicyandpaymenttomeof$9,600forviolatingmelibertyinterest.

TheWardenrespondedtoyourgrievanceon9/20/2021,bystatlngthefoHowing:Documentation
reflectsthatyouritemsweresenttoPubllcatlonReviewon5/5/21andweredenledduetobeing
overslzedandcontainingnlidity.PerpolicyAD20-04,matenalthatdepictsriudlty;however,
materialthatincludesthedepictlonofnudityasiHustratlveofandaspartofbroadermedical,
educational,anthropological,orartisticcontentwillnotberejectedsolelyonthebasisthatthe
materialincludesnuditywHIbere]ected.Ms.Southern,MallroomSupervisor,advisedthatyouwere
sentama"returnnoticeaboutyourpublicationcontajningnudityandviolatingthepublication
policy.  This  should  address  your concern."

Yourappealwasreceivedon9/23/2021.Afterrevlewofyourappealandsupportingdocumentation,
I conclir with the Warden's  response.

Appeal  denjed

Date

that if you  appeal this  decision  toI.,ui  „   yitu  aLiHeai  [nls  aecIslon  to  the  lJ.S.  District  Court,  a  copy
ssistant Director's  Decision  must be attached to any petition  or
`r'''r+  n1=\,  A:--:-_  .._-_  _

of this  Chief
Please  be  advis
Deputy/Deputy
complaint or th-e  Court may  dismiss  your case  without notice.  you

___...  _.. ~ .....  uc.,Oiuil  Iilus[  De  attacnecl  to

fees  Dursljant  I.n  +ha  Dri-..  I  :.i__i!__   .... __ _
_  ,   _  _ ......, vu,   Lo.c  vvliiluuL  riotlce.  you  may  also  be  subject  to  paying  filing

pursllant to the  Prison  Litigation Act of 1995.

CLct,wh3  E*h,b;i  "G-3`"
trys weomiscluster. state. ar. us : 70 02/eomistinterface/interface_2~0_clearpage.j sp?skipBod...     9/2 7/2 n„
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Mika Tucker

From: Misty Scott on behalf of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 2:54 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC)
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC); ASCC Pleadings; Mika Tucker
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220456
Attachments: Steven Pinder v. ADC .pdf; Steven Pinder-order.pdf

Thomas:  
 

Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.  
 
Thank you, 
 

Misty  
 
Misty Scott 
Arkansas State Claims Commission 
 



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
 July 20, 2022 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim No. 220456 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find an Order entered on July 19, 2022, by the Arkansas State Claims 
Commission. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker 

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V.                                                        CLAIM NO. 220456 
                                                                                                
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent’) to dismiss the claim of 

Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”). Also pending is a motion for protective order filed by Respondent 

and a motion for summary judgment filed by Claimant. Based upon a review of the pleadings, the 

arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the Claims Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on October 14, 2021, seeking $9,600.00 in damages related 

to an alleged policy violation by Respondent. Claimant asserts that Respondent’s Publication 

Review Committee held his books for 156 days before accepting or rejecting them when policy 

required the committee to make a decision in 30 days. Claimant alleges that the violation prevented 

him from returning the books and receiving a refund.   

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that Respondent did not violate policy. 

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. Respondent has also filed a motion for protective order requesting that the Claims 

Commission designate Exhibit A to Respondent’s motion to dismiss as an in-camera document 

available for the Claims Commission’s inspection only. Respondent requests that this document 

not be released to Claimant. 
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5. Claimant did not respond to the motion for protective order. 

6. Claimant has filed a motion for summary judgment, arguing, inter alia, that he was 

“denied due process” mandated by Respondent’s policy when he was “denied the ten (10) day 

review, the warden’s review and the ability to return the books for a full refund.”  

7. Respondent did not respond to the motion for summary judgment.  

8. Having reviewed the pleadings in this matter, the Claims Commission finds that 

Claimant may be asserting a due process violation, which can be brought in a court of general 

jurisdiction. If the claim is a due process claim, the Claims Commission lacks jurisdiction over 

this claim. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-204.  

9. Subject matter jurisdiction is an issue that may be raised by the Claims Commission 

sua sponte at any time. See Ark. R. Civ. Pro. 12(h)(3); see also Barclay v. Farm Servs., 340 Ark. 

65, 68, 8 S.W.3d 517, 518 (2000); see also Young v. Smith, 331 Ark. 525, 529, 964 S.W.2d 784, 

785 (1998). 

10. The Claims Commission finds it to be prudent and efficient to address any 

jurisdictional concerns now to avoid any surprises after the parties and the Claims Commission 

expend more time and resources. Therefore, the Claims Commission directs the parties to file 

briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim in light of 

the fact it appears to involve a due process issue. This claim will be placed in abeyance for a 

period of 30 days to permit the parties to submit their briefs on this jurisdictional issue.  

11. The Claims Commission finds that Respondent’s motion for protective order does 

not include a statement that it has in good faith conferred or attempted to confer with Claimant in 

an effort to resolve the issue without action from the Claims Commission. The Claims Commission 
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finds that such a statement is a requirement under Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 26(c). As such, the Claims 

Commission DENIES Respondent’s motion for protective order. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

      
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
Courtney Baird 
Dexter Booth 
Henry Kinslow, Co-Chair 
Paul Morris, Co-Chair 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: July 19, 2022 
 

 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 
(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 

with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 

(4)  



From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); ASCC Pleadings
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC)
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220456
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:26:00 AM
Attachments: Pinder 220456_CL MSJ, BIS of MSJ, and Statement of Undisputed Facts.pdf

Pinder 220456_CL Response to MTD.pdf

Hi, Thomas. Please find the two pleadings you requested in Claim No. 220456 attached. As the order
indicates, the Commission denied the motion for protective order on procedural grounds.  
 
Thank you.
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
 
 

From: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 3:05 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC) <Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov>; Mika Tucker
<Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220456
 
Ok two thing on this one.
 
First: We did not receive copies of wither the response to the motion to dismiss nor the motion for
summary judgment. Could we please get copies?
 
Second: I do not understand the denial of the PO? That document places may people in danger and
it is vital to the safety and security of the ADC to keep in out of the claimants hands. The Commission
giving this to an inmate could cause someone to be extorted or subject to extreme bodily injury. This
matter and future matters of security of the Division of Correction employees and inmates needs to
be address before something happens to someone.
 
-TB
Legal Division
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
 
 

From: Misty Scott <Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov> On Behalf Of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2022 2:54 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov>

mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
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Barracks No. fi!/    IIE,.


ARKANSAs DEPArmENT OF COREECTION
RETUEN MAIL NOTICE


~.I?         /


B,;„,f
Inmate's Name


Regarding LetterThckage from


Theabovei{:jmLhJ£`'t! bereturnedtosenderforthefollowingreason(s):


No ADC Number
On Letter


Stamped Envelope


Unauthorized Money Order


Cdsh Enclosed
(Amount S


Pbmographic Material


Incorrect ADC Number
On Money Order


Unauthorized Photos


Date:


Postage Stamps


Reading Material
(Must come from publisher


or Bcokstore)


Money Order did not include your ADC number
(AIlmoneyordersmustindudeinmatenameandirocNumtier)


Unauthorized Material Enclosed


Unauthoriz-ed correspondence              '_? (J


y=:nr,::#f:g:;=::;±:g=f:::::;:=!±i:!±L-
Lettertoolapetofitinregular-sieeenvelope.Sendasignedlnmatecheckfortheamountofsd±i±2i.


Please send a signed Inmate Check for S
and a stamped envelope.


AIlmoneyordasthatdonothaveanADCNumbermustberetumedtothesendertohavethenumberputonjt.Andin
accordancewiththenewpostalregulation,postagehastobepaldonlettersthataerettmedtothesender.Therefore,youneed
tosendmeastampedenvelopeaddressedtotheabeveperson.


AdviseyourcorreapondentthatAILOftherequiredinformanonMUSTbeincludedinyouraddress.Theinformationwhich
shat/6):`req,¥,i(xp  ,,/`c'j |`(:`\ (i"i  '`L'          'L'`L=(:£zi=:


PleaaecheckoneofthetioxesbelowandretumthisnoflcetotheMaflroom.


I Wish To:


I         ]    Donate above iterus
I          I    Return tosender
I          ]    Desfroyabovejtems


Irmate's Signature


Dcydh 491


`_/,f/
?`-'---


- -fT--


Mall Rcom Supervisor


Date


rl  A+m^h!r.c  fl.I+,h!r  `` A.I         I;i7
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...Arkansas Department of correction


E.A.R.U.


Publications Review
TR3:in.[`n,Ta,te.S_:=L:enpinder#lz3-)8]
Fi.om:  Ms.   L Southern


RE:     Notification ofpublication Review


Date   04/05/2021


Piibllcation  Title:


Volume:  (publications)
The Fantasy Ai`t Calandi.a


Issue/Yeai.Thisistonot)`fyyouthattheabovepublicationaddressedtoyoumee[s[he
cl.iteriaforreview.Yourpublicatjonwithacopyofthisnoti.ficationhasbeenforwardedto
the Unit Publication Review Committee.


ThelJn"F'ublicationRevlewCommitteehas(10)daysfrom[hereceip[of[hisnotLc@[omake
adcterminati.onregardingthispublicati.onandforwardi[sdecislontotheWarden.


TheWardenhasthirty(30)daystomakehlsdecjsjon.


YourpublicationwilJbesecui'edunti[eltherthepi.ocess]scompleteoi.the(10)dayperlocl
/.oi. filing an appeal has expired.


Cc..             UnitpubljcationReviewcomniittee


Maill.oom











I.(a-3b


„.ArkansasDepartmentofCorrectjon


E'A.R.U.


Publications Review
TR?:`m.'\n^lra,te.S_te.:e.`Pinder#/2,3Sq`|
Fi.om:  Ms.   L Soiithel.n


RE:      Notification ofpublicatlon Review


Date   04/05/2021


P`ibljcatjori  Till


Volume:  (publications)
e: Treasiires OJ`The  Louvi.e


lssiie/YearThisistono[ifyyo`ithattheabovepublicatloliaddressed[oyoumeets`the
"IteriaforreviewYourpublicationwithacopyofthisnotifica[ionhasbeenforwardedto
the Unit Publication Review Committee.


TheUmtPublica[ionReviewCommitteehas(10)daysfi.om[hereceiptofthisnoticetomaJ{e
adetermination1egardjngthispilbllcationandforwarclitsdecislontotheWarden


TheWai`denhasthirty(30)claystomakehisdecision.


Youi'pubJicationw"beseciiredun["e!thci-lheprocesslscomi)le[c'orLlie"dtiype).tod
for filing an appeal  has expii.ed.


Cc:             Urn.tpubll.catioliReviewcoirmuttee


Mailroom


CLthniwh  €tl+iiSIT    \`r_'.











------- J*PC  16.5.a_-


tub-3A:achmentc ARRANSAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
East Arkansas RegjonaJ Unit


PUBLICATION REVIEW RESULTS
TO:                       Inmate:  `


FROM:              Deputy/Assistant wai.den


ofpub]jcation Review Results


ADC#


•-Tl-e.  r=cL^L€
zt          Rce£,b`€j  b7  m„L„4   gl\3i-LiaeDATE:


RE:


The UnitPubljcatioiiReviewCommjtteehasdeiiiedyoui.


~ Homosexuality
~ Ei]couraging an


i9O [hei. (explain)


Pages:


C±,`L  CcllQ•.,.I.....t\


publication foi. the reason(s) listed below:
Discrimiiiatiom'Inflammatory Attitude   rf Nudity      Lj Gang-ji-;:s


oo           ,              .        -           s]                                                    2C>-O¢


Tlii.sdeQi.sionisconsistentwitliAR864andtlieADonPubljcations.
rlol..F1..a+:r`n.^  ^..___i     `.


_ ........... `  UVT  a„u  .IIc Au  on  i`uDHcations.   You  win liave  up  to TEN (10) days  iipon  itcoipt of this
notjficationtoappeal.Youmayappcflltln.sdccisiontotlicUn"Majll.oomby`ylitlng"AppoflF'intlieoptjoiibhnk.


IfyonchoosenottoappealthedecisionwithinTEN(10)days,thepublicationwillbedisposedof.You
Will have an extra (15) fifteen days to exercise oDtioii  I   ?   1   ni. 4 Laf^..^ .I---+--'  "     ._ -_.  -_  _``.I,\,'»^^ \JL.exerciseoptioli1,2,3,oi.4b;forethepublicationjsdestroyed.


I.    Desti.uction
2.    Retllrli the piiblication to sender at yoilr own expense


(unlessi.etumpostageisguaraiiteed).
\  ,_.I    .,...3.    Mail the publjaatioi;


4.    Giveto


OPTION:


Inmate


Witness


rd
party at .Visitation


Lcfro
Signature


t.o a thii.d pal.ty at your own expense


\2itl \.,


;i.rhoTfzifLJ,qr
6lt>\.2-I    /i


vtry!T!rL`cm    &
Ii  ``'ill  bc  considci.ccl  aullioi.i


cc:         Unitpublication Review committee chaii.
Institutional File
Wardeii
File


Address:


I  for desti.uc(joii.


I    Refiised to sign


•,\         ,,


C.Lflmcmti   &lub`i+    D
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Pages:
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Ov,a,ql
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Jisfed below:


GangSigns


__  .  ..„  .  ..`  UUT  aiiu  iHc ^L;  on  i`ul)Ilcations.   You  will  have up  lo TEN  (10) days  upon receipt of tllis
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will have all extra (15) fifteen days to exel.rj<p nhf;^n  I   ..--- ` I--'       ..--.__ .  `_ i,  -„ u, `,I-rui;iiutiiiuli will  De ai§posed Of.   you


daystoexei.ciseoption1,2,3,oi.4befoi.ethepublicationI.sdesfroyed.


I.    Desti.uction
2.Returlithepublicationtoseiidel.atyourowllexpellse


(ulllessi.etumpostageisgiiaranteed).
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Visitation4.    Give


OPTION:


S**F<|il[l


Inmate


Wiftiess


exei.cise


Signature


Address:
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Date


Date


cc;         Unit publication Review committee chair
institutional File
Wardeii
File
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day""xertyseop.Ions2,3,4.S,or6,(Ir::;I:care)


Address..


Date..


¥_isqecision ua'e
€g#,k&V;`y':u::S;;'::,',:'¥hengo:,ct#nujz+:#°&Sd(#Jm¥;::


|`f.I_Ou Choose n^. .~ "``',I_Oomberoredev;::,:a:,;°n°£:,;a6'e`::d#;S£OnJOuwhavcF/maErvo5)


!-     4ppeQl
::    p.5Ei`aponR§RE:ao®seth§H:nFepr33.u;oou#oexrm%%ne


.=a::[r:v::e:=8#ovf::%£tn;:::,,eyaso::noy:nfQ:,nc=8,ms
*:ailuretoex.I.iseQ=ptlonwiHbecon:n


considered
authorizQtionIlordes.ruction.


4.
5.
6.


-\i:.;.`i`,-..;:;.;-


!nm¥:g#,Oe",e


E]Refusedtosign











UNIT LEVEL GRIEVANCE FORM(Attachment I)
Unit/Center     I   --`jJ   '.\  ,


Name


ADC#


(Date) STEP ONE:   Informal Resolution


(Date)  STEP TWO:   Formal Grievance (AIl complaints/concerns shouldJLfirst be handled
If the issue was not resolved during Step One, state wh


EE
y.:   NO   fry-¢


Y GRIEV (An emergency n which you y be subject to
a substantial risk of physical harm:  emergency grievances are not for ordinary problems that are not of serious
nature).   If you marked yes, give this completed form to the designated problem-solving staff, who will sign th€
attached emergency receipt.  In an Emergency, state why:


Is this Grievance corigei.ning Medical or Mental Health Services?   ±j|i If yes, circle orle:   medcc{l-or'9fffermm


\+:i:=tf:fJrTrT.'°try=,:t`,i:::i.:=L;:Ljji±=±i¥thJ={iL:I:a:=`j::±=:¥


•.j       I,         ,


`=,` .--. i  i:,  -.         i       .,r+'  ,.-- _                                                                                i..-i./  i,I.-I.`J        )---. J+:,.                                                                                                                      ,:.=---: ..,,,i             I


Inina.te S ignature Date
|f row .re A.rrdJheaen£1 bqu\Ise Of yory F.c Of |h< grlLnr-I\cc proce.a. rcpotl lt inii..±EaeL+I to the Weden or 4etry


TIIIS SBCTION T0 BE FILLED OUT BY STAFF ONLY
This fomi was received on (date), and determined to be Step One and/or an Emergency Grievance


(Yes or No).  This fomi was forwarded to medical or mental health?
of the person in that department 1.eceiving trys fom:


PRINT STAFF NAME (PROBLEM SoLVER)            ID N.{mber REC
Describe action


(Yes or No).   If yes, name
Date


Signature
taken to 1.esolve compldyflt, including dates;


Date Received


iiiijiNfiFEmiEiiEHREREHiiEiE!i[iEiii=EiiiEEJ
If forwarded, pi.ovide name of person  receiving this for
------------------------------------------.--------------------------------------.------_


DISTRIBUTION:YELLOW&PINK-IrmateReceipts;BLUE-Grievanceofficer;OZ;IS:#-8iv&nhob#q§
to Inmate after Completion of Step One ?nd Step Two.
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INMATE  NAME:    Pinder Steven  L.


Attachment  Ill


ADC  #:    123397A                 GRIEVANCE  #:    EAM21-01731


WARDEN/CENTER  SUPERVISOR'S  DECISION


Inmate  Pinder,  you  stated  jn  your grievance  that,  "The  publication  review  committee  has  violated  my  'iberty
intevest  rights  and  denied  me  my  property  7  books costing  80  by  getting  my  books for review on  04-05-21
and  keeping  them  for  over  5  months  policy states the  committee,  which  consists of Deputy  warden
Richardson,  Major  Kenya  Randle,  AHen  Parham  chaplain  had  (30)  days to  review  and  accept or reject these
publications-The committee  held  my  books  for over 5  months,  some  150  days  plus.  This  was  120 days  over
the  30  day to  compensate  me  for the  deniad  and  delay  in  processing  this  matter where  by  vi.oletjng  ADC
policy  and  my  liberty  in  terests.  This  grievance  is  about violatjng  ADC  Policy  and  payment to  me  of $9,600
for violating  me  liberty  interest."


Documentation  reflects  that your items were  sent to  Publication  Review  on  5/5/21  and  were  denied  due  to
being  overstzed  and  containing  nudity.  Per policy AD  20-04,  material  that depicts  nudity;  however,  material
that  includes  the  depiction  of nudity as  illustrative of and  as  part of broader medical,  educational,
anthropological,  or artistic content will  not  be  rejected  solely on  the  basis that the  material  includes  nudity
will  be  rejected.  Ms.  Southern,  Mailroom  Supervlsor,  advised  that you  were  sent  a  maH  return  notice  about
your publication  contairiing  nudity  and  violati.ng  the  publication  policy.  This  should  address your concern.


*`EC E!VE{.L`               '`


SFP  2  3  202t
Title


iNMATr=l GRIEVANCES SUPERVISOR


ADMINIST}?ATION BU!LDING


(?..1£,-V


INMATE.S APPEAl.


If you  are  not satisfied  with  this  response,  you  may  appeal  this  decision  wi.thin  five  working  days  by fHHng
information  requested  below  and  mailing  it to the appropriate  Chief Deputy/Deputy/Assistant  Director alon
with  the  Unit  Level  Grievance  Form.  Keep  in  mind that you  are appealing  the  decision  to  the  original
grievance.  Do  not list additional  issues,  which  are not  part of your original grievance as they  win  not be
addressed.  Your appeal  statement  is  limited  to what you  write  in  the space  provi.ded  below.


jn the
9


WHY DO YOU  DISAGREE  WITH THE AB.9VE REspoNSE?    ||-`a`   c\Gti   n¢+   .J`il &rr.i3    t``Y  as'`etL.'I`',


T:<v::h\`:LittL':d&*¢k?:i"``j`.The:,¥i.Li`€p`.±t`{;Y¥h.€Chvto€:Len```{:i.?1:fi\'LVA`f,:ri¥ny.i
tt`i  `r`nef`tJ  t A:`   thi   <3`.`r€,UCvVItf .  P``:.||   .i  c\twrj  .T1^a?.`utitfho~  P`tv`lcu  ci~ `t`n+ I.`|+c+


h.i     3.  a[ng   :ho   a,1+;`tr   .`i\oLj  e+   :c,.`e.r cM`j   fubu`;be.    4.`^^{L  tfroi  utoi.-jtc`
.anc,`5     pL.Iir|...hot`   fcl.T`,    tot    kecpi`Ia<i     +~\j    l'J+ul-.     ¢uir   liLrQ   Plus  c±tit40`      f{tw4


:;\'=::::t] ;;a::gT:.,¥er:\q:U`;;=2:*ng:r::a t° " tfu  vl`tiJm,  iu.a   , `iL;.,+y


REi~   {2;L      i2,33ci]
IGTT410 Page  1  of 2 C\a„rvnif e  6hiw:i ``& .2.`
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Attachment VI


INMATE  NAME.  plnder,  steven  L                  ADc "23397    RECEGr¥|EE3ANCE#.EAM2mi73i


CIIIEF


On 8/15/2021,  you stated the foHowing


I)IRECTOR'S DECISION


_     „ ._,.v.+,  yuu  .iait:u  [ne roilowing  complaint:  The  publication  review  committee has vi.olated
mylibertyintevestri.ghtsanddeniedmemyproperty7bookscostjng80bygettingmybooksfor
reviewon04-05-21andkeepingthemforover5monthspolicystatesthecommjttee,which
consistsofDeputywardenRichardson,MajorKenyaRandle,AIlenParhamchaplalnhad(30)daysto
reviewandacceptorrejectthesepublications-Thecommitteeheldmybooksforover5months,
some150daysplus.Thiswas120daysoverthe30daytocompensatemeforthedenladanddelay
inprocessingthismatterwherebyvioleti.ngADCpolicyandmyljbertyinterests.Thisgrievanceis
aboutviolatingADCPolicyandpaymenttomeof$9,600forviolatingmelibertyinterest.


TheWardenrespondedtoyourgrievanceon9/20/2021,bystatlngthefoHowing:Documentation
reflectsthatyouritemsweresenttoPubllcatlonReviewon5/5/21andweredenledduetobeing
overslzedandcontainingnlidity.PerpolicyAD20-04,matenalthatdepictsriudlty;however,
materialthatincludesthedepictlonofnudityasiHustratlveofandaspartofbroadermedical,
educational,anthropological,orartisticcontentwillnotberejectedsolelyonthebasisthatthe
materialincludesnuditywHIbere]ected.Ms.Southern,MallroomSupervisor,advisedthatyouwere
sentama"returnnoticeaboutyourpublicationcontajningnudityandviolatingthepublication
policy.  This  should  address  your concern."


Yourappealwasreceivedon9/23/2021.Afterrevlewofyourappealandsupportingdocumentation,
I conclir with the Warden's  response.


Appeal  denjed


Date


that if you  appeal this  decision  toI.,ui  „   yitu  aLiHeai  [nls  aecIslon  to  the  lJ.S.  District  Court,  a  copy
ssistant Director's  Decision  must be attached to any petition  or
`r'''r+  n1=\,  A:--:-_  .._-_  _


of this  Chief
Please  be  advis
Deputy/Deputy
complaint or th-e  Court may  dismiss  your case  without notice.  you


___...  _.. ~ .....  uc.,Oiuil  Iilus[  De  attacnecl  to


fees  Dursljant  I.n  +ha  Dri-..  I  :.i__i!__   .... __ _
_  ,   _  _ ......, vu,   Lo.c  vvliiluuL  riotlce.  you  may  also  be  subject  to  paying  filing


pursllant to the  Prison  Litigation Act of 1995.


CLct,wh3  E*h,b;i  "G-3`"
trys weomiscluster. state. ar. us : 70 02/eomistinterface/interface_2~0_clearpage.j sp?skipBod...     9/2 7/2 n„




































































































































































Cc: Leslie Browning (DOC) <Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov>; ASCC Pleadings
<ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>; Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim No. 220456
 
Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty
 
Misty Scott
Arkansas State Claims Commission
 

mailto:Leslie.Browning@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 

FAX (501) 682-2823 

 

 

 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 

SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 

DIRECTOR 

 

January 10, 2023 
 

 

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 

Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 

Arkansas Division of Correction 

6814 Princeton Pike 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 

 

RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No. 220456 

Claim No. 220691 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 

The Claims Commission has scheduled a hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 

Friday, March 10, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The Zoom 

invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the Zoom 

invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 

 

As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Kathryn Irby 

ES: kmirby 

 

 

 



The Claims Commission is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 

Time: Mar 10, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84070339416?pwd=MTJ3Q1ZuYkg4WURWdFA0VDdRZUhlUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 

Passcode: 9A1twG 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US (Washington DC) 

+13052241968,,84070339416#,,,,*492071# US 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 305 224 1968 US 

        +1 309 205 3325 US 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 931 3860 US 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 360 209 5623 US 

        +1 386 347 5053 US 

        +1 507 473 4847 US 

        +1 564 217 2000 US 

        +1 669 444 9171 US 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 689 278 1000 US 

        +1 719 359 4580 US 

        +1 253 205 0468 US 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 840 7033 9416 

Passcode: 492071 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kpygt83Im 

 



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 

FAX (501) 682-2823 

 

 

 
101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 

SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 

DIRECTOR 

 

February 27, 2023 
 

 

Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC ) 

 

Mr. Thomas Burns (via email) 

Arkansas Division of Correction 

6814 Princeton Pike 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 

 

RE: Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction 

Claim No. 220456 

Claim No. 220691 
 
 

Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns, 
 

The Claims Commission has rescheduled the hearing on the parties’ pending motions for 

Thursday, May 18, 2023, beginning at 9:00 a.m. All parties will attend via Zoom. The new Zoom 

invitation is enclosed. The Claims Commission requests that Mr. Burns transmit the new Zoom 

invitation and hearing details to Mr. Pinder’s unit. 

 

As this is a motions hearing, no prehearing materials are requested. 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

     Kathryn Irby 

ES: kmirby 

  



The Claims Commission invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Claims Commission -- hearings 

Time: May 18, 2023 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85883857910?pwd=M2R4YnRMN2xoMFc3NG5LK0VEV3djQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 

Passcode: LBAQM3 

One tap mobile 

+16469313860,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US 

+19294362866,,85883857910#,,,,*454554# US (New York) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 646 931 3860 US 

        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 305 224 1968 US 

        +1 309 205 3325 US 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 669 444 9171 US 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 689 278 1000 US 

        +1 719 359 4580 US 

        +1 253 205 0468 US 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 360 209 5623 US 

        +1 386 347 5053 US 

        +1 507 473 4847 US 

        +1 564 217 2000 US 

Meeting ID: 858 8385 7910 

Passcode: 454554 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kbTD1BKjMM 

 



ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
 June 19, 2023 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find the Orders entered on June 16, 2023, by the Arkansas State Claims 
Commission. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220456 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 

ORDER 

Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Claims Commission”) is a 

motion filed by the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”) to dismiss the claim of 

Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”).  At the motion hearing on May 18, 2023, Claimant proceeded pro 

se, and Thomas Burns appeared on behalf of Respondent. Based upon a review of the pleadings, 

as well as the argument of the parties and the law of the State of Arkansas, the Claims Commission 

hereby finds as follows:  

1. Claimant filed his claim on October 14, 2021, seeking $9,600.00 in damages related 

to an alleged policy violation by Respondent. Claimant asserts that Respondent’s publication 

review committee held his books for 156 days before accepting or rejecting them when policy 

required the committee to make a decision in 30 days. Claimant alleges that this prevented him 

from returning the books and receiving a refund.   

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 12(b)(6), 

arguing, inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that 

Claimant has not been damaged.  

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. The Claims Commission entered an order on July 19, 2022, directing the parties to 

file briefs addressing whether the Claims Commission has jurisdiction over this claim.  

5. The parties filed briefs in response to the July 19, 2022, order.  



2 
 

6. At the hearing1, Respondent argued that books received in a group violate the policy 

on publications. Respondent argued that only the warden is bound by the 30-day period to submit 

decisions to the publications committee. Respondent argued that these books were properly 

rejected. Respondent argued that Claimant says his liberty rights were violated and, for that reason 

alone, his claim should be dismissed because this is a constitutional claim. Respondent also argued 

that Claimant was not the real party in interest and that he did not buy the books. Respondent 

argued that once a book violates policy, it is either to be sent back, sent home or sent with one of 

an inmate’s visitors.  

7. Claimant argued that Respondent’s policy created a liberty interest and Respondent 

failed to follow the policy when it kept his books for 156 days when the publications committee 

has 10 days to accept or reject. Claimant argued the warden has 30 days to respond and that 

Respondent violated policy before it rejected his book. Claimant argued that this was not a 

constitutional claim. Upon a question for a commissioner, Claimant stated that his sister, who is 

his fiduciary, purchased the books with his stimulus check money. Claimant stated that he paid for 

the books. Upon a question from a commissioner, Claimant stated that the books cost about $65.00. 

Claimant stated that he came up with his damages based on the number of days his books were 

kept. Claimant stated that the books were large because they were large-print books for the visually 

impaired. He stated that these large print books always exceed the requirements of the policy, 

 
1 The Claims Commission also had a motion hearing on Claimant’s related claim, Claim No. 220691, on May 18, 2023. 
Claim No. 220691 related to a Respondent’s mailroom supervisor knowingly and intentionally refusing to forward 
Claimant’s appeal of the publication review committee’s denial of two books. During the hearing, Claimant 
confirmed that Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 relate to the same set of books, and Respondent expressly stated 
during the hearing that its arguments in support of its motions to dismiss in Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 were the 
same.  The Claims Commission notes that, due to the shared facts of the two claims, some of the arguments made 
by the parties during the motion hearings of Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 could be construed to be relevant to 
both claims. Therefore, the Claims Commission considered the arguments made by both parties during the motion 
hearings for Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 when analyzing the motion to dismiss for Claim No. 220456.   
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which means there is a policy issue. He argued that he was not allowed to appeal this on the 

grounds that it is a book for the visually impaired. Claimant argued that once the books are denied, 

he had a right to appeal to the central publication review committee. Claimant argued that 

Respondent did not respond until “August 13th” with the rejection, which was 156 days later. 

Claimant stated that the very next day, he responded with his appeal and sent it to the mailroom. 

Claimant stated that Respondent immediately sent him a form to send the books home and that he 

paid the money and sent the books home. Claimant stated that there were two books at issue. 

Claimant also argued that his claim was not a constitutional claim.  

8. Respondent argued that the books were denied for two reasons: because they were 

oversized and included nudity. Respondent argued that the books were held so long because they 

were supposed to get sent home, but Claimant dragged his feet.  

9. The Claims Commission is not persuaded by the arguments set forth in the parties’ 

briefs filed in response to the July 19, 2022, order. 

10. In reviewing Respondent’s motion to dismiss, the Claims Commission must treat 

the facts alleged in the complaint as true and view them in a light most favorable to the Claimant. 

See Hodges v. Lamora, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 530 (1999). All reasonable inferences must be 

resolved in favor of the Claimant, and the complaint must be liberally construed. See id. However, 

the Claimant must allege facts, not mere conclusions. Dockery v. Morgan, 2011 Ark. 94 at *6, 380 

S.W.3d 377, 382. The facts alleged in the complaint will be treated as true, but not “a plaintiff’s 

theories, speculation, or statutory interpretation.” See id. (citing Hodges, 337 Ark. 470, 989 S.W.2d 

530 (1999)). 

11. The Claims Commission agrees with Respondent that dismissal is proper under 

Hodges. Even liberally construing the complaint, Claimant has not stated facts to support a 
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negligence claim. See Chambers v. Stern, 347 Ark. 395, 406, 64 S.W.3d 737, 744 (2002) (The 

elements of a negligence claim are duty, breach of duty, and damages proximately caused by the 

breach). The Claims Commission finds that Claimant’s claim states no facts regarding how the 

alleged actions of Respondent breached a duty owed to Claimant.  

12. Respondent’s motion to dismiss is GRANTED pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. Proc. 

12(b)(6), and Claimant’s claim is DISMISSED without prejudice. 

13. Any other pending motions are denied as moot.  
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             

       
      _______________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Sylvester Smith 

 
      DATE: June 16, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 

(501) 682-1619 
FAX (501) 682-2823 

 
 

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE 
SUITE 410 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
72201-3823 

KATHRYN IRBY 
DIRECTOR 

 
  November 8, 2023 

   
 
Mr. Steven Pinder (ADC  

 
 
Mr. Thomas Burns          (via email) 
Arkansas Division of Correction 
6814 Princeton Pike 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602-9411 
 
Re:    Steven Pinder v. Arkansas Division of Correction  
 Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Mr. Pinder and Mr. Burns:         
 

Enclosed please find the Orders entered today by the Arkansas State Claims Commission. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

 
      

Sincerely, 
       
      Mika Tucker  

 
 
ES: msscott 
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
 
STEVEN PINDER (ADC ) CLAIMANT 
 
V. CLAIM NO. 220456 
 
ARKANSAS DIVISION OF 
CORRECTION  RESPONDENT 
 

ORDER ON CLAIMANT’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 
Now before the Arkansas State Claims Commission (the “Commission”) is a motion filed 

by Steven Pinder (the “Claimant”) for reconsideration of the Commission’s June 16, 2023, order 

dismissing Claimant’s claim against the Arkansas Division of Correction (the “Respondent”). 

Based upon a review of the motion, the arguments made therein, and the law of Arkansas, the 

Commission hereby finds as follows: 

1. Claimant filed his claim on October 14, 2021, seeking $9,600.00 in damages related 

to an alleged policy violation by Respondent’s publication review committee.  

2. Respondent filed a motion to dismiss pursuant to Ark. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6), arguing, 

inter alia, that Claimant has failed to state facts upon which relief can be granted and that Claimant 

has not been damaged. 

3. Claimant responded to the motion to dismiss, arguing that dismissal was not proper. 

4. Respondent filed a motion for protective order, and Claimant filed a motion for 

summary judgment.  

5. The Commission entered an order on July 19, 2022, directing the parties to file 

briefs addressing whether the Commission has jurisdiction over this claim. The parties filed briefs 

in response to the July 19, 2022, order. 
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6. The Commission held a motion hearing on May 18, 2023. The Commission granted 

Respondent’s motion to dismiss and dismissed Claimant’s claim in its order dated June 16, 2023. 

The Commission’s June 16, 2023, order denied any other pending motions.  

7. Claimant then filed the instant motion for reconsideration, arguing, inter alia, that 

the Commission’s decision to deny Claimant’s motion for summary judgment was errant.   

8. Respondent did not respond to the motion for reconsideration.  

9. In analyzing a motion for reconsideration, Rule 7.1 of the Commission Rules and 

Regulations states that motions for reconsideration “will only be entertained if they set forth new 

or additional evidence which was not [previously] available . . . .” 

10. The Commission finds that the motion does not set forth new or additional evidence 

not previously available.  

11. As such, Claimant’s motion for reconsideration is DENIED, and the June 16, 2023, 

Commission order remains in effect. 
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IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 

                                                                         
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Courtney Baird 

 
 

                                                                        
      _____________________________________ 

ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Henry Kinslow 
 

       
 

      _______________________________________ 
ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION 
Paul Morris, Chair 

             
       
      DATE: November 8, 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice(s) which may apply to your claim 
 

(1) A party has forty (40) days from the date of this Order to file a Motion for Reconsideration or a Notice of Appeal 
with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1). If a Motion for Reconsideration is denied, that 
party then has twenty (20) days from the date of the denial of the Motion for Reconsideration to file a Notice of 
Appeal with the Claims Commission. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(1)(B)(ii). A decision of the Claims 
Commission may only be appealed to the General Assembly. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a)(3). 
 

(2) If a Claimant is awarded less than $15,000.00 by the Claims Commission at hearing, that claim is held forty (40) 
days from the date of disposition before payment will be processed. See Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(a). Note: This 
does not apply to agency admissions of liability and negotiated settlement agreements. 
 

(3) Awards or negotiated settlement agreements of $15,000.00 or more are referred to the General Assembly for approval 
and authorization to pay. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-215(b). 



From: Mika Tucker
To: Thomas Burns (DOC); ASCC Pleadings
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:11:00 AM
Attachments: 220691 CL Motion for Reconsideration.pdf

220456 CL Motion for Reconsideration.pdf

Please see attached.
Thanks, Mika
 
Mika Tucker
Arkansas State Claims Commission
101 East Capitol Avenue, Suite 410
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
(501) 682-2818
 
 
 

From: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:54 PM
To: ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>
Subject: RE: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
 
We do not have copies of either motions for reconsideration in these claims. May we have copies
please?
 
-TB
Legal Services Unit
Arkansas Department of Corrections
Division of Correction
870 267-6845-telephone
 
 

From: Misty Scott <Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov> On Behalf Of ASCC Pleadings
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:45 PM
To: Thomas Burns (DOC) <Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov>
Cc: Mika Tucker <Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov>; ASCC Pleadings <ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov>
Subject: ORDER: Steven Pinder v. ADC, Claim Nos. 220456 and 220691
 
Thomas:
 
Please see attached. Contact Mika Tucker with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 

Misty

mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
mailto:Misty.Scott@arkansas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Burns@arkansas.gov
mailto:Mika.Tucker@arkansas.gov
mailto:ASCCPleadings@arkansas.gov
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