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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

(501) 682-1619
FAX (501) 682-2623

BRENDA WADE
DIRECTOR

T01 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE
SUITE 410
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823

February 2, 2015

Mr. Jessie Hill, #104136
2501 State Farm Road
Tucker, AR 72168

Re:  Jessie Hill, #104136
Claim #14-0867-CC
Vs.
AR Department of Correction

Dear Mr, Hill;

This is to advise you that the above-styled claim is scheduled for hearing, beginning at
9:00 A.M., Friday, March 13. 2015. The Department of Correction (DOC) will arrange for your
appearance before the State Claims Commission. Your hearing may be conducted by video-
conference (v-c). The DOC will, if necessary, transport you to the nearest DOC facility with
video-conferencing capability. Witnesses, if any, will normally be at the DOC unit from which
the v-¢ will broadeast. The legal counsel for DOC, and perhaps some witnesses, will with the
Claims Commissioners conducting the hearing. This process will not alter the normal hearing
process-it only means parties involved may be in different locations.

If you did not submit it at the time you filed your claim, you should have all
material/witness lists you wish to have presented to the Claims Commission in the Claims
Commission office by Friday, February 27, 2015. You do not need to send us material that you
have already filed with this office. As a number of claims will be heard on March 13, 2015, the
DOC should have you present at the facility from which the hearing or video-conferencing will
take place by 9:00 A.M., so hearings may proceed without delay.

If you have secured legal counsel please supply the name(s) to the Commission as soon as
possible.
Sincerely,

- o
S Yool
Brenda Wade
Director

cc: Ms. Lisa Wilkins, Attorney, DOC
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13%1;’430 Attachment VI

INMATE NAME: Hill, Jessie ADC #: 104136 GRIEVANCE#:MX-15-00854

CHIEF DEPUTY/DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTOR'S DECISION

On 3/26/15, you wrote the following comptaint: "On March 13, 2015 during a state claims commission

hearing of Hill v. AR Department of Correction No 14-868-cc Lisa Wilkens Arkansas Department of
I Corrections Attorney or Lisa Wilkins, Attorney, knowingly committed perjury to the Arkansas State Claims
| Commission when purposefuily and maliciously misleading the Claims Commission to believe that she had
obtained statements from my witnesses. Sgt. McDonald, Cpl Kurt, Cpl. Jasmine Smith-Martin, Cpl.
Strickland and Cpl. (Sgt) Larry Chidester. I have spoken to two (2) of the five (5) witnesses ans have
confirmed that neither has ever given a statement in regards to t he incident that brought about the claim
nor has either ever been asked to provide a statement about the incident nor in any relation to anything
associated with my person nor with the claims Commission or the complaint I lodged with the claims
commission. By Knowingly committing perjury Lisa Wilkens, Attorney did knowingly provide false,
fabricated, and perjuries evidence for the purpase of improperly influencing the outcome of a legal
proceeding thus effectively injuring my Rights under the First Amendment to the United States Constitution.
See AR 225, Employee Conduct Standards, 18.A.B.C,; See also the State and federal laws against

committing perjury.”

The Warden responded on 4/27/15 by stating the following: "Staff advises on the new policy regarding
small claims, there will not be any witnesses called. The only thing that will be heard by the Arkansas State
Claims Commission is the inmate's statement and any evidence the Department has used to build their case

against your claim. Therefore, I find this grievance to be without merit."

Your appeal was received on 5/6/15. After review of your appeal and supporting documentation, I find that
I concur with the Warden's decision. Your appeal is without merit,

Appeal denied.

TGTT430 Page 1 of 1



IGTT410 Attachment I1I
3GS

INMATE NAME: Hill, Jessie ADC #: 1041368 GRIEVANCE #: MX-15-0085

WARDEN/CENTER SUPERVISOR'S DECISION

I have reviewed your grievance dated 03/26/2015, In your grievance, you state on 03/13/2015, during a
State Claims Commission hearing, ADC Attorney Lisa Wilkins knowingly committed perjury. You state Ms.
Wilkins purposely and maliciously mislead the Claims Commission to believe she had obtained statements
from your witnesses. You state you have spoken to 2 out of the 5 witnesses and confirmed that neither has
ever been asked to provide a statement about the incident no in any relation to anything association with
your person or the complaint you have brought before the Arkansas State Claims Commission. You state by
knowingly committing perjury, Ms. Wilkins did knowingly provide false and fabricated evidence for the
purpose of improperly influencing the outcome of a legal proceeding, thus injuring your rights under the 1st
Amendment of the US Constitution.

Staff advises on the new policy regarding small claims, there will not be any witnesses called. The only thing
that will be heard by the Arkansas State Claims Commission is the in mate's statement and any evidence the
Department has used to build their case against your claim. Therefore, I find this grievance to be without
merit.

!
|

;

Sighature of st-den/Supervisor or Designee Title Dafe

INMATE'S APPEAL

If you are not satisfied with this response, you may appeal this decision within five working days by filling in the
information requested below and maiiing it to the appropriate Chief Deputy/Deputy/Assistant Director along
with the Unit Level Grievance Form. Keep in mind that you are appealing the decision to the original

grievance. Do not list additional issues, which are not part of your original grievance as they will not be
addressed. Your appeal statement is limited to what you write in the space provided below.
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ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

BRENDA WADE
DIRECTOR

(501) 6821619
FAX (501) GB2-2823

11 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE
SUITE 410
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823

April 23, 2015

Mr. Jessie Hill, #104136
2501 State Farm Road
Tucker, AR 72168

RE:  Jessic Hill, #104136
Claim #: 14-0868-CC
Vs.
AR Dept. of Correction

Bear Mr. Hill:

This office is in receipt of your attempt to file a “Motion for Reconsideration” on the
above-referenced claim on April 23, 2015. You had forty (40) days from the date of the opinion
to file an “Appeal” or a “Motion for Reconsideration.” Your deadline for filing a “Motion for
Reconsideration” or an “Appeal” on the Claims Commission’s decision expired on April 22,
2015. Therefore this claim will remain dismissed. We are returning your documents to you.

Sincerely,

Brenda de
Director

BW/




ARKANSAS STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

BRENDA WADE

(501) 682-1619
DIRECTOR

FAX (501) 6822823

101 EAST CAPITOL AVENUE
SUITE 41¢
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201-3823

April 27,2015

' Mr. Jessie Hill, #104136
2501 State Farm Road
Tucker, AR 72168

RE:  Jessie Hill, #104136
Claim #: 14-0868-CC
Vs.
AR Dept. of Correction

' Dear Mr. Hill:

This office is in receipt of your letter and attempt to file a “Motion for Reconsideration” a
second time on the above-referenced claim. You had forty (40) days (well over a month) from
March 13, 2015, to ensure that this office received this pleading. It was your responsibility to
mail it in a reasonable amount of time to ensure that the pleading arrived in this office within the
forty (40) day deadline. It is not the fault of the Claims Commission that you chose to mail it
near the end of the deadline. The Claims Commission will not accept your “Motion for
Reconsideration” and is returning it to you.

Sincerely,
- P '.’ ""”'
! » ")l }{( Ftn {‘(rs'-m ,_ (l ,e,/f{;
" Brenda Wade
Director

BW/
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INMATE NAME: Hill, Jessie ADCARWBA 68 1 GRIEVANCE #: MX-15-00646

WARDEN/CENTER SUPERVISOR'S DECISION

1 have reviewed your grievance dated 03/08/2015. In your grievance, you state you need a copy of some
evidence regarding your court case State V. Hill, No. CR-95-38, lab case #95-00993, agency case #95-70.
You state you afso need a copy of the ballistics and autopsy report that is related to this case as well. You
state you are requesting these reports for the purpose of using them with a clemency/time commutation
application.

This grievance should have been rejected because the items in Question are out of the control of this
department. You will need to contact the appropriate authorities to recejve these items. Therefore, I find
this grievance to be without merit.

j"/f”fu” e uc)ﬁ%”’[‘) 2/32/5

Signature of Wardén{Supervisor or Designee Title Dat

INMATE'S APPEAL

If you are not satisfied with this response, you may appeal this decision within five working days by filling in the
information requested below and mailing it to the appropriate Chief Deputy/Deputy/Assistant Director along
with the Unit Level Grievance Form. Keep in mind that you are appealing the decision to the original

grievance. Do not list additional issues, which are not part of your original grievance as they will not be
addressed. Your appeal statement is limited to what you write in the space provided below,

WHY DO YOU DISAGREE WITH THE ABOVE RESPONSE? ﬂffw:-(/ P o atise boe ey i)
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I3GGT[;|'430 Attachment VI

INMATE NAME: Hill, Jessie ADC #: 104136 GRIEVANCE#:MX-15-00646

CHIEF DEPUTY/DEPUTY/ASSISTANT DIRECTOR'S DECISION
|

On 2/25/15, you wrote the following complaint: "I need a copy of the exculpatory marble rolling pin stent
finger report and exculpatory truck of 1990 Nissan Maxima latent-finger print report as relates to State V
Hill No. CR-95-38, Ab Case #95-00993 agency case #95-70 (Grant County I also need a copy of t he
ballistic (firearm/toolmark) report and autopsy report as retated to State V Hill No. CR-95-156 ab case #95-
00769 agency case #95-122 (Ouachita County). I am requesting these pre sentence report for the purpose
of attacking and/or presenting them along with the clemency** commutation application.”

The Warden responded on 3/30/15 by stating: "grievance should have been rejected because the jtems in
question are out of the control of this department. You will need to contact the appropriate authorities to
receive these items. Therefore, 1 find this grievance to be without merit.”

Your appeal was received on 4/8/15. After review of your appeal and supporting documentation, I find that
this grievance should have been rejected at the unit level as beyond the control of the department.,
Therefore I will not address the merit of your appeal which is denied.

Yo~y s~

Date

S

IGTT430 Page 1 of 1
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STATE CLLAIMS COMMISSION DOCKET
OPINION

? 14-0868-CC
Amountof Claim$ - Claim No.

Attorneys
Jesste Hill, # 104136
vs.

— Claimant _Pro se — Claimant

AR Department of Corrections Lisa Wilkins, Attorney
Respondent — Respondent

State of Arkansas

May 15,2014 Failure to Follow Procedure, Negligence,

Date Filed . -
—— enial Angmish

Type of Cla

FINDING OF FACTS

This claim was filed for failure to follow Procedure, negligence and mental anguish in an
unknown amount against the Arkansas Department of Corrections.

Present at a hearing March 13, 2015 was the Claimant, pro se, and the Respondent,
represented by Lisa Wilkins, Attorney.

The Claims Commission hereby unanimously denies and dismisses this claim for
Claimant’s failure to prove by a preponderance of the evidence any liability on the
part of the Respondent.

Therefore, this claim is hereby unanimously dismissed.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

(See Back of Opinion Form)

CONCLUSION

Upon consideration of all the facts, as stated above, the Claims Commission upanimously
denied and dismissed this claim for Claimant’s failare to prove by a preponderance of
the evidence any liability on the part of the Respondent.

Date of Hearing March 13, 2015
y , —_— : iThﬁm
Date of Disposition _____March 13, 2015 /g-\ W Chairman
Tl B

Commissioner

C"ommissionar. 1 fL

**Appeal of any final Claims Commission decision ig only toe the Arkansas General Assembly as provided by Act #33
of 1997 and as found in Arkansas Code Annotated §19-10-211.



Arkansas

State Claims Commission

| JUL 21 2015
BEFORE THE STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECEIVED

JESSIE HILL, ADC #104136 CLAIMANT
V. No. 16-0026-CC
ARKANSAS STATE
CLAIMS COMMISSION
and ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTION RESPONDENTS

MOTION FOR JUDGMENT ON THE PLEADINGS

Comes the Respondent, Arkansas State Claims Commission, through
Attorney General Leslie Rutledge and Assistant Attorney General Charles Lyford,
and states for its Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings:

1. Claimant Jessie Hill, ADC #104136, has sued the Arkansas State
Claims Commission (“Commission”) for failure to follow procedural and agency-
spectfic rules. His claim must be dismissed as an attempt to re-litigate a claim
already pursued before the Commission. Furthermore, quasi-judicial immunity is
an absolute bar to any claim based on dissatisfaction with an adjudicating body’s
performance of its duties.

2. Claimant filed a due-process and negligence claim that was docketed
as 14-0868-CC and heard on March 13, 2015. By order dated the same day, the
claims were unanimously dismissed.

3. The Commission received Claimant’s motion to reconsider the
dismissal of 14-0868-CC on April 23, 2015. In the current claim, Claimant alleges

that he placed this motion in the mail on April 19, 2015.

|5



4. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(b)(2) allows a claimant forty days from the
date of dismissal in which to move for reconsideration before the Commission or to
file an appeal with the legislative Claims Review Subcommittee.

b, Forty days from the dismissal of 14-0868-CC was April 22, 2015. The
Commission rejected Claimant’s motion for reconsideration as untimely because it
did not arrive until April 23, 2015.

6. Claimant was notified of the rejection by letters from the Director of
the Commission dated April 23, 2015 and April 27, 2015.

7. Claimant now alleges that the Commission “ignored the Claims
Commission rule[s]” regarding motions for reconsideration and notices of appeal.
See Complaint, 16-0026-CC. His claim must be dismissed for a number of reasons.

8. First, there is no subject-matter jurisdiction. Under Ark. Code Ann. §
19-10-204(b)(2)(A), the Commission can hear “only . . . those claims which are
barred by the doctrine of sovereign immunity from being litigated in a court of
general jurisdiction.”

9. The Commission does not have jurisdiction to review final decisions
from closed claims. In order for it to reconsider or alter a prior decision, the
aggrieved party must file an appropriate motion to reconsider. Ark. Code Ann. § 19-
10-211()(2).

10. Inasmuch as Claimant’s motion was filed on the forty-first day, he did

not comply with the reconsideration statute. The Commission is unable to hear the

current claim.

(4



11.  Claim 16-0026-CC is also barred by res judicata, which prevenis
further litigation between identical parties once “a valid and final judgment [18]
rendered on the merits by a court of competent jurisdiction.” Crockett v. C.A.G.
Invs., Inc., 2011 Ark. 208, 381 S.W.3d 793 (2011).

12.  The current claim is an attempt to revive allegations of negligence and
due-process violations against the Department of Correction, based on events that
allegedly occurred on October 24, 2013. The Commission decided those claims on
the merits when it dismissed them. See Order of March 13, 2015, Claim 14-0868.
Res judicata applies.

13.  And quasi-judicial immunity prevents claims against the Commission
arising from its role in adjudication. The Commission is “an administrative guasi-
judicial agency” tasked with acting as a “fact-finding body of the General Assembly.”
Rules and Regulations, Jurisdiction of Commission. The Commission acts in a
quasi-judicial capacity, then, when it makes factual findings and rules on legal
18sues.

14.  Because “judicial immunity is absolute immunity,” entities or
individuals “acting as an arm of the court and performing a quasi-judicial function”
are immune to the extent they “servle] an integral part of the judicial process.”
Chambers v. Stern, 338 Ark. 332, 994 SW.2d 463 (1999). Likewise, “nonjudicial
persons who fulfill quasi-judicial functions . . . have absolute immunity for damage
claims arising from their performance of the delegated functions.” Myers v. Morris,

810 F.2d 1437 (8th Cir. 1987).

15



15. Claimant alleges that the Commission erred in applying rules of
decision and procedure in adjudicating Claim 14-0868-CC. Thus, Claim 16-0026-CC
is a dispute against the Commission “acting as an arm of the [General Assembly]
and performing a quasi-judicial function,” namely hearing a disputed claim within
1t8 statutory jurisdiction. Chambers, 338 Ark. 332; Myers, 810 F.2d 1437.

16. The Commission is entitled to absolute immunity from such disputes.

WHEREFORE, the Arkansas State Claims Commission requests that its
Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings be granted and that the claims of Jessie Hill,
ADC #104136, be dismissed.

Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Rutledge,
Attorney General

By: ol ol

Charle W/ Lyford
Arkansas Bar No. 2010-200
323 Center Street, Suite 200
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Telephone: (501) 682-3676
Facsimile: (501) 682-2591
charles.lyford@arkansasag.gov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Charles Lyford, certify that on July 20th, 2015, the foregoing was served by
United States Postal Service, addressed to:

Jessie Hill, ADC #104136
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT
Arkansas Department of Correction
2501 State Farm Road

Tucker, AR 72168-8713
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Arlernsas
State Clalr~e Commisslon

Jul 212015
BEFORE THE STATE CLAIMS COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS RECEIVED
JESSIE HILL, ADC #104136 CLAIMANT
v. No. 16-0026-CC
ARKANSAS STATE
CLAIMS COMMISSION
and ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT
OF CORRECTION RESPONDENTS

ANSWER
Comes the Respondent, Arkansas State Claims Commission, through
Attorney General Leslie Rutledge and Assistant Attorney General Charles Lyford,

and states for its Answer:

1. Respondent admits Claimant filed a claim, docketed as 14-0868-CC,
which was heard on March 13, 2015. He did not prevail, and his claims were
dismissed by order dated March 13, 2015.

2. Respondent is without sufficient information to admit or deny that on
April 19, 2015, Claimant mailed a motion for reconsideration of the dismissal, and
so 1t denies that allegation.

3. As stated in a letter from the Director of the Claims Commission dated
April 23, 2015, Respondent received Claimant’s motion on April 23, 2015,

4. Under Ark. Code Ann. § 19-10-211(b)(2), Claimant was allowed forty
days from the date of dismissal in which to move for reconsideration. Forty days

from March 13, 2015, not including the last day, is April 22, 2015.

(%



5. Claimant’s motion was rejected as untimely. Claimant was again
advised of the rejection by letter from the Director dated April 27, 2015.

6. Respondent states as an affirmative defense that decisions of the
Claims Commission may be reviewed by timely motion or by appeal to the Claims
Review Subcommittee of the General Assembly. Claimant’s attempt to re-litigate
the dismissal of claim 14-0868-CC before the Commission is improper for lack of
jurisdiction.

7. Respondent states as an affirmative defense that res judicata and
collateral estoppel bar Claimant’s attempt to re-litigate claim 14-0868-CC.

8. Respondent states as an affirmative defense that quasi-judicial
immunity bars Claimant’s attempt to re-litigate claim 14-0868-CC.

9. Respondent states as an affirmative defense that Claimant failed to
plead claims for which relief can be granted, so all claims must be dismissed.

10.  Respondent denies that Claimant is entitled to $10,000.00 or to any
other relief.

11. Respondent denies all allegations it has not expressly admitted,
whether such allegations appear in the complaint or in any document attached to or
incorporated with the complaint.

12.  Respondent reserves the right to amend and plead further.

WHEREFORE, the Arkansas State Claims Commission requests that the

claims of Jessie Hill, ADC #104136, be dismissed.



Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Rutledge,
Attorney General

By: C/_-Z 1‘;:_:-:'-7:.’."‘*—
Charles\W, Lyford
Arkansas Bar No. 2010-200
323 Center Street, Suite 200
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
Telephone: (501) 682-3676
Facsimile: (501) 682-2591
charles.lyford@arkansasag.gov

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Charles Lyford, certify that on July 20th, 2015, the foregoing was served by
United States Postal Service, addressed to-

Jessie Hill, ADC #104136
MAXIMUM SECURITY UNIT
Arkansas Department of Correction
2501 State Farm Road

Tucker, AR 72168-8713
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Charles W, Lyford
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STA CLAIMS COMMISSIONL ZKET
OPINION

i
i

i

i

A'mo:vimt ofClaim$ _10,000,00 Clait No. 16-0026-CC
; Attorneys
Jessie Hill, #104136 y

VS,

Claimant Prose ___Ctaimant

Department of Corrections Lisa Wilkins, Attorney

AR State-Claims-CommissionRespondent Cherles Lyford-AttornBgspondent

Statej of Arkansas

Date ?Filed July 9, 2015 Failure to Follow Procedure

Type of Claim

FINDING OF FACTS

The Claims Commission hereby unanimously grants the Respondent’s “Motion
for Judgment on the Pleadings™ for reasons 1-16 and rules that the portion of this claim
that is against the Arkansas State Claims Commission be denied and dismissed.
Therefore, the Respondent’s “Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings” is granted and this
claim against the Claims Commission is denied and dismissed. As of the date of this
opinion, the portion of the claim against the Arkansas Department of Corrections remains
active,

IT IS SO ORDERED.

! {See Bq_ck of Opinion Form)

CONCLUSION

The Claims Commission hereby unanimously grants the Respondent’s “Motion
for Judgment on the Pleadings™ and rules that the portion of this claim that is against the
Arkansas State Claims Commission be denied and dismissed. Therefore, the _
Respondent’s “Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings” is granted and this claim against
the Arkansas State Claims Commission is dismissed.

Date of Hearing __August 13, 2015

— a7

I

August 13, 2015

Datefbf Disposition _ %
:i: | V ; Commissioner

i Commissioner

_ Chainnan

/7,

“Appéal of any final aims Commigsion decision is only to the Arkansas General Assembly as provided by Act #33
of 1997 and as found in Arkansas Code Annotated §19-10-21). ; ;
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STA1E CLAIMS COMMISSION LOCKET

OPINION
Amount of Claim$ _10,000.00 Claim No. 16-0026-CC
Attorneys
o Jessie Hill, #104136 ) Claimant . Pro se B Claimant
vs.
Department of Corrections Lisa Wilkins, Attorney
i tasiorRespondent ———————— —Ghardes-Lyford;- AttornRgspondent
State of Arkansas
Date Filed July 9, 2015 Type of Claim Failure to Follow Procedure

Date of Hearing' =

FINDING OF FACTS

The Claims Commission hereby unanimously denies Claimant’s “Motion for
Reconsideration” for the Claimant’s failure to offer evidence that would change the prior
decision of the Claims Commission. Therefore, the Commission’s August 13, 2015 order

remains in effect.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

[See Back aof Opinion Form}

CONCLUSION

The Claims Commission hereby unanimously denies Claimant’s “Motion for
Reconsideration” for the Claimant’s failure to offer evidence that would change the prior
decision of the Claims Commission. Therefore, the Commission’s August 13, 2015 order

remains in effect.

September 10, 2015

Date of Disposition

**Appeal of any fipal Claims Commission decision is only to the Arkansas General Assembly as provided by Act #33

September 10, 2015 2

Ehairman
/_;_.-I-'v—h.. i_._‘_\_\_\_\_\

F A Commissioner

N ﬂé/ﬁﬁ% Commissioner

cf 1597 and as found in Arkansas Code Annctated §19-10-211.

o
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