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October 27, 2025 

Secretary Jim Hudson 

Department of Finance and Administration 

1509 West 7th Street, Suite 401 

Little Rock, AR 72203-3278 

Dear Mr. Hudson: 

The Arkansas Department of Education, Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 

requests an increase in cash fund appropriation for the Multiple Grant Award Fund for FY26. 

Multiple Grant Award (885 - 04 - NED0004) $2,427,847 

Arkansas is experiencing a persistent teacher sh011age that threatens student outcomes. The 

statewide averages suggest 3-5% of teaching positions are unfilled or staffed by under-certified 

educators. The ADE DESE Office of Educator Effectiveness and Licensure is responsible for oversight 

and strategy for ensuring schools are staffed with effective educators who are licensed in their 

fields. 

With a grant from the Walton Family Foundation, the department will create a real-time Data 

Dashboard to understand how the dynamics of shortages are changing and measure the impact of 

initiatives to reduce shortages. Additionally, it will create a statewide Educator Job Board, to help 

educators identify best-fit teaching positions statewide. The technology-enabled talent matching 

system will help teachers find jobs and help schools statewide fill their vacancies more efficiently. 

Please contact me at 501-682-4256 if you require additional information. 
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December 12, 2025 

Secretary Jim Hudson 
Department of Finance and Administration 
1509 West Seventh Street, Suite 401 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Re: Cash Fund Increase for Outdoor Recreation - All Kids Bike Program 

Dear Mr. Hudson: 

The Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism, Outdoor Recreation Department requests an 
increase in our cash fund appropriation for FY26. This increase is requested to allow for grant payments 
related to the All Kids Bike Program. These grants will provide elementary schools with bicycles, safety 
equipment, and instructional support-fulfilling this administration's priorities to get more kids outside, 
active, and off screens while also promoting lifelong health. 

The department is requesting an increase of $750,000 in Commitment Item 04, Grants and Aid, Fund 
NPT0108 Business Area 0900 for FY2026. This request is supported by a Memorandum of Agreement for 
funding passed through from Arkansas Department of Health – Minority Health Commission.

Should you have any questions, please contact me at 501-773-9788. 

Best Regards, 

��� 
CFO 

CC: Shea Lewis 

Katherine Andrews 

Marty Ryall 

Office of the Secretary 

1100 North Street • Little Rock, AR 72201 • 501.324.9162 
ARKANSAS.GOV 

BA 0900
FC: New
Fund: NPT0108 (New)
CC: 444000 (New)
REC
Balance as of 12/12/25
$0
MPK
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Fund Balance: $84,050.00
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Fund Balance: $2,489,364.29
ADS 12/15/25
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BA: 0286
Func. Area: PROF
FC: X11
Fund: NPM0000
Fund Balance as of 12/16/2025 is $285,581
CI: 502:00:02
CRB
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