
SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA 
 

Suspension of the Rules Request 

ALC/Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER) 

Subcommittee 

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

9:00 a.m. - Room A, MAC 
 

 

 

A. American Rescue Plan Appropriation Requests 

ARP Steering Committee Awards: 

1. Department of Health 

2. University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 

3. Department of Commerce - Arkansas Economic Development Commission 

 

B. Restricted Reserve Fund Transfer Request 

1. University of Arkansas - Division of Agriculture 
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August 31, 2021 

The Arkansas Department of Commerce, in collaboration with the Arkansas Department of 
Finance and Administration (DFA), and the Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and 
Tourism (ADPHT), has been tasked with obtaining a broadband consulting firm to 
formulate a comprehensive master plan for broadband implementation in the State of 
Arkansas. 

• The statewide broadband master plan for the Arkansas Department of Commerce
Broadband Office will provide short-term and long-term goals and strategies,
including a proposed broadband implementation plan, with the result being
increased connectivity across Arkansas, especially in underserved areas and in rural
communities

• The planned comprehensive report will also compile all assessment findings and
recommendations into a single written statewide broadband master plan

• Report specifics include:

- Data collection and analysis of current broadband availability by technology type 

- Recommendations for the deployment of broadband throughout the State of 
Arkansas that includes analysis of current efforts in the public and private 
sectors, including current broadband programs, the Arkansas Rural Connect 
program, the Rural Broadband ID program, the Rural Opportunity Fund, USDA’s 
ReConnect program, and others 

- Detailed technology, equipment type, staffing and program administration 
recommendations, and a proposed community outreach plan that could be 
utilized in the deployment of broadband 

- Recommendations to increase affordability of internet service for citizens and 
guidance on a reasonable timeline for deployment 

- Recommendations that can be implemented and funded with the use of federal 
funds from the 2021 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) and any future federal 
funds deadicated to national infrastructure investment. 
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January 21, 2022 

Senator Jonathan Dismang, Co-Chair 
Representative Michelle Gray, Co-Chair 
Performance Evaluation & Expenditure Review Committee 
Arkansas Legislative Council  
State Capitol Building 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

RE: FY 22 Restricted Reserve Fund Transfer Recommendations 

Dear Co-Chairs: 

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 19-5-1263 and Act 1058 of 2021, as Chief 
Fiscal Officer of the State, I am recommending the transfer of Restricted 
Reserve Funds from the Unallocated Reserve Majority Vote Set-Aside of 
the Restricted Reserve Fund for Fiscal Year 2022 to the following:  

University of Arkansas 
For construction, renovation, maintenance, equipment, personal services and 
operating expenses of the various institutions and entities of the University of 
Arkansas System - $6,000,000 

This transfer has been requested for the University of Arkansas – Division 
of Agriculture Rice Research and Extension Center in Poinsett County and 
the Endowment for Waterfowl and Wetlands Conservation Research. 

LWW 

Attachment(s) 
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January 19, 2022 

The Honorable Asa Hutchinson 
Governor, State of Arkansas 
State Capitol Room 250 
500 Woodlane Ave. 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Re: Restricted Reserve Fund Request 

Dear Governor Hutchinson: 

On behalf of the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture, I respectfully 
request a total of $6,000,000 from the Restricted Reserve Fund for two highly important 
initiatives: (1) an allocation of $5,000,000 of the requested funds for the Division’s 
Northeast Rice Research and Extension Center in Poinsett County, Arkansas, in support of 
over $20 million already invested in this project by the rice farmers of Arkansas, and (2) an 
allocation of $1,000,000 for the Division’s Endowment for Waterfowl and Wetlands 
Conservation Research to help enhance the health of Arkansas’s critical waterfowl 
populations and bottomland hardwood wetlands. 

Your consideration of our request for $6 million to help support two significant drivers of 
the Arkansas economy is greatly appreciated. We in the Division are deeply committed to 
using this public investment wisely. 

Sincerely, 

Ray C. Culver, III 
Interim Vice President for Agriculture 

BA 0135
FC AA7
Fund KCBAAA7
MPK 1/21/22
Act 847 of 2021 Section 6
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