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2018 Economic Security Report of Employment and Earnings Outcomes of
Arkansas’s Graduates from State-Supported Institutions of Higher Education

This report provides students, parents, and others with employment, earnings, and other outcome
information on graduates of Arkansas’s state-supported (public) institutions of higher education.
This report is intended to help readers make informed decisions about education and career choices.

Higher Education Pays

Each level of educational achievement provides a boost in earnings power. The various certificate and
degree levels are shown below for 2016 Arkansas college graduates, in addition to 2016 high school
graduates who did not attend and students who attended college in 2016 for one year or less and
dropped out without graduating. 2017 calendar year Arkansas earnings are averaged for the chart.

2017 Arkansas Average First Year Earnings

525 000
$14,600 $17,900

High School College rt. Technical Associate Bachelor's Master's Doctorate First Prof.
Dropout Proflc;ency Cert. Degree Degree Degree Ph.D./Ed.D. J.D./M.D.

$11,900 earned in a year might sound like a lot of money... BUT RESEARCH SHOWS ...

A single adult in Arkansas needs to make $21,600 each year just to cover all their expenses.

o O o
How Long Does College Take To Complete? Arkansas Cost
of Living  single Family

Certificates of Proficiency: six months to one year b

Technical Certificates: one to two years I l Per Hour $10.40 | $11.75
Associate Degrees: two to three years Per Year .a $21,600 | $48,800
Bachelor’s Degrees: four to six years House @ $6,200 | $8,500
Master’s Degrees: five to eight years

Car $4,300 | $9,400

Research and Education Doctors: eight to ten years

Lawyers and Medical Doctors: seven to fourteen years Food 33,000 | 36,500

Medical @ $2,300 | $6,800
Childeare (£ $0 | $5,000
- |

Other $2,700 | $4,800

v Taxes $3.100 | 7,500
1‘




Consider the Costs

ver
The U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Ave age Debt for

Education Statistics, Integrated Postsecondary Education Data Bachelor Programs
System (IPEDS) reports the average dclebt for bachelor’s $26,800 $28,650
programs for all 50 states. The graphic compares the debt for

Arkansas bachelor’s program graduates to the national — _
average. Arkansas National

Attending an institution of higher education requires paying for tuition and fees, in addition to standard
costs associated with living expenses, such as room and board.

$70,000
to
$150,000

Estimated Cost (Tuition and Fees) After High School

$45,000 $90,000
530 000
$4,000 $4,000 $7,500 $10,000 -
Emmm————— [ S=Amn—]

College Cert. Technical Associate  Bachelor's Master's Doctorate  First Prof.
Dropout  Proficiency Cert. Degree Degree Degree Ph.D./Ed.D. J.D./M.D.

A number of grants, scholarships, and loan programs are available for students to utilize. It is important
to understand the costs and compare to the expected earnings for the career that follows graduation.

Recognize the Rewards

A conservative estimate for differences in career earnings can be calculated by multiplying the average
earnings in the fifth year after graduation by 30 years of wages. Compare to the cost of college above.

Estimate of 30-Year Career Earnings in 2016 Dollars $4,000,000

$1,250,000

$2,000,000
$1,600,000

- - . . l I

College Cert. Technical Associate Bachelor's Master's Doctorate First Prof.
Dropout Proficiency Cert. Degree Degree Degree Ph.D./Ed.D. J.D./M.D.

These career earnings estimates are averages for all subject areas. There can be a wide variation in the
expected earnings for different programs within the same degree. Area of study is an important factor.




Area of Study

In most cases, what you study matters more than where you study. While choice of college and major
should be driven by personal interest and other factors, understanding the program choices and
earnings of recent graduates can help students select a program that best meets their career goals.

2017 Arkansas Graduates (all levels of higher education)
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES |ISSNSSSESssne 6,082
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING 4,566
EDUCATION 3,943
MECHANIC & REPAIR TECHNOLOGIES |lEE 1,582
COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES 1,550
LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV. |l 1,447
PRECISION PRODUCTION 1,400
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 1,077
ENGINEERING (S 849

8,415

PARKS, RECREATION, LEISURE & FITNESS 723
COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM 713
BIOLOGICAL & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 713
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 708
PSYCHOLOGY 685
MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 668
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS 625
SOCIAL SCIENCES 612
AGRICULTURE 600
PUBLIC ADMIN. & SOCIAL SERVICE 577
PERSONAL & CULINARY SERVICES 491
ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 376
PHYSICAL SCIENCES 363
LEGAL PROFESSIONS & STUDIES 276
248

TRANSPORTATION & MATERIALS MOVING
HISTORY 1 221

FOREIGN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS 167
MATHEMATICS & STATISTICS 156

NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION 149

Studies of Health Professions are the most popular over all degree areas as well as being the most
popular choice for Certificates of Proficiency, Technical Certificates, and First Professional degrees.

The category Liberal Arts & Sciences, General Studies reflects the most common choice for the
Associate (two-year) degrees, allowing students to pursue their Bachelor’s (four-year) degree in the

specialized area of study (major subject) of their choice.

The most common Bachelor’s degree programs are in Business, Management, and Marketing.

Education is the most common choice for Master’s Degrees, Specialists, and Doctoral programs (not

including First Professional degrees of health and legal).

The most popular choice does not always have the highest average earnings. The next section of the
report combines the area of study with the education level to evaluate the first-year earnings details.




Combining Wages, Education Level, and Area of Study

Understanding that each level of educational achievement provides a boost in earnings power and that
the area of study is an important factor for earnings outcomes, the first-year earnings for each
combination of degree program and area of study are detailed in this report.

The two academic years of higher education graduates in 2015 and 2016 were compiled and the
associated first-year earnings for calendar years 2016 and 2017 were averaged for this 2018 report.
All 2015 and 2016 graduates were included in these calculations. When students received multiple
degrees, only the highest degree was included in the wage calculations.

Note that some graduates remain enrolled after graduation to reach their additional educational goals.
Some first-year earnings after graduation may be from a part-time job and not from the beginning of a
professional career. Graduates still enrolled to earn a Master’s or Doctorate degree may not earn much
money in the year following their Bachelor’s degree graduation while they continue their education.

Arkansas Certificate of Proficiency Programs by First-Year Earnings
CONSTRUCTION TRADES $39,465
TRANSPORTATION & MATERIALS MOVING
LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV.
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING

$28,923
$28,740
$23,053

PRECISION PRODUCTION $18,458
LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES $17,615
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY $16,638
MECHANIC & REPAIR TECHNOLOGIES $16,180
EDUCATION $16,119
HEALTH PROFESSIONS $14,964
COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES $14,406
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES $14,064
PERSONAL & CULINARY SERVICES $10,059
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS $8,977

Arkansas Technical Certificate Programs by First-Year Earnings

NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION $41,845
CONSTRUCTION TRADES $34,924
LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV. $33,049

HEALTH PROFESSIONS $26,290

PRECISION PRODUCTION $24,458
MECHANIC & REPAIR TECHNOLOGIES $23,715
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY $22,248
COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES $20,163
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING $20,092
LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES $18,839
TRANSPORTATION & MATERIALS MOVING  |ESSSSEEREENS $16,869
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES $14,806

PERSONAL & CULINARY SERVICES
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

$13,554
$12,266

FARKANSAS
RESEARCH CENTER

4 m A%Y L



Arkansas Associate Degree Programs by First-Year Earnings

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIES

HEALTH PROFESSIONS

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

MECHANIC & REPAIR TECHNOLOGIES
CONSTRUCTICN TRADES

COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES
LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV.
PRECISION PRODUCTION

LEGAL PROFESSIONS & STUDIES
MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING
PERSONAL & CULINARY SERVICES
LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES
PUBLIC ADMIN. & SOCIAL SERVICE
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

FOREIGN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS
AGRICULTURE

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM
EDUCATION

$40,676
$40,547
$34,004
$32,092
$29,977
$28,508
$27,339
$26,733
$26,649
$25,177
$24,872
$23,742
$19,355
$19,309
417,810

$16,637

$16,369

$16,101

$15,241
$14,856

Arkansas Bachelor's Degree Programs by First-Year Earnings

ENGINEERING

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING
ARCHITECTURE
MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
MATHEMATICS & STATISTICS
EDUCATION

AGRICULTURE

LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV.
COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES

FOREIGN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS
SOCIAL SCIENCES

PUBLIC ADMIN. & SOCIAL SERVICE
NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

PARKS, RECREATION, LEISURE & FITNESS
HISTORY

PSYCHOLOGY

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
BIOLOGICAL & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
TRANSPORTATION & MATERIALS MOVING
PHILOSOPHY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES
ETHNIC & CULTURAL STUDIES

$47,137
$46,188
$44,428
$44,158
$36,951
$35,319
$35,217
$32,824
$30,905
$30,595
$27,035
$25,230
$24,211
$24,180
$23,564
$23,503
$23,292
$23,066
$22,901
$22,417
$22,159
$21,965
$20,706
$20,624
$19,823
$19,736
$19,607
$18,176
$17,719




Arkansas Master's Degree Programs by First-Year Earnings

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT & MARKETING
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

ENGINEERING

COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES
LIBRARY SCIENCE

AGRICULTURE

EDUCATION

MATHEMATICS & STATISTICS

PUBLIC ADMIN. & SOCIAL SERVICE

LAW ENFORCEMENT & PROTECTIVE SERV.
MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES

PARKS, RECREATION, LEISURE & FITNESS
PSYCHOLOGY

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
SOCIAL SCIENCES

LIBERAL ARTS & SCI., GEN. STUDIES
HISTORY

BIOLOGICAL & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
FOREIGN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS
VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

NATURAL RESOURCES & CONSERVATION

Arkansas Doctoral Programs by First-Year Earnings

AGRICULTURE

HEALTH PROFESSIONS

COMPUTER & INFORMATION SCIENCES
PUBLIC ADMIN. & SOCIAL SERVICE
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

EDUCATION (DOCTORAL) ED.D.
ENGINEERING

EDUCATION (NON-DOCTORAL) ED.S.
PSYCHOLOGY
MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
LEGAL PROFESSIONS & STUDIES
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

BIOLOGICAL & BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
HISTORY

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

$68,913
$67,990
$66,499
$55,662
$50,397
$48,479
$44,902
$43,634
$42,250
$41,564
$39,002
$36,353
$36,242
$33,838
$33,571
$32,396
$31,761
$30,740
$30,099
$30,005
$28,131
$27,826
$27,051
$26,837
$19,479
$83,816
$79,719
$78,443
$73,380
$72,369
$65,438
$62,954
$60,693
$48,592
$48,146
$45,872
$45,848
$37,373
$29,473
$26,348

The Education Specialist degree, Ed.S., is included, though it is less than Education doctorate, Ed.D.
Medical doctors who have residency requirements upon graduation may earn significantly less in their
first-year after graduation than they will earn by the fifth or tenth year of their professional careers.




First Year Arkansas Employment Rates

Earnings reported to the Arkansas Department of Workforce Services are quarterly totals, which do not
include the hourly wage or the part-time/full-time status. Graduates still enrolled as students were also
excluded. To estimate the number (#) and percentage (%) of full-time workers in the first year following
graduation, a minimum 2017 total of $13,260 with wages reported in all four quarters was required.

$13,260 represents full-time employment of at least 30 hours per week for 52 weeks at $8.50 per hour.

2017 First Year Full-Time Employment # Reported in Arkansas

10,085

603
1,537 1,476
B B e
College Cert. Technical Associate Bachelor's  Master's Doctorate  First Prof.
Dropout  Proficiency Cert. Degree Degree Degree  Ph.D./Ed.D. 1.D./M.D.
5,263 3,385 3,001 8,226 21,060 8,223 569 1,213

Totals by Category

Additional employed graduates who do not report to the Arkansas Department of Workforce Services
include federal employees, military, many self-employed, and anyone employed outside of Arkansas.
Because of these other employment potential situations, these percentages should not be used to
calculate unemployment rates.

2017 First Year Full-Time Employment % Reported in Arkansas

57% 58%
57 48% 48% 50%
(]
H

College Technical  Associate Bachelor's  Master's Doctorate  First Prof.
Dropout Prof‘ iciency Cert. Degree Degree Degree Ph.D./Ed.D. ).D./M.D.

The employment rates are also impacted by the diversity of students in higher education. Besides
Arkansas residents, many college students are from other states and from other countries.
Upon completing their degrees, they may return to their communities outside of Arkansas to work.




Where to Study

The choice of college or university is dependent upon many factors, such as cost, location, financial aid,
community, activities, friends, and family advice. In some cases, only one institution in the state may
offer the program that you wish to study, especially if you choose to continue into graduate school.
Below are the counts for 2017 First Time In College designations by the institutions of higher education.

2017 First Time In College Counts

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS FAYETTEVILLE | 5,082
ARKANSAS TECH UNIVERSITY |

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY JONESBORO
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS - FORT SMITH
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS - PULASKI TECHNICAL... |
ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY BEEBE
SOUTHERN ARKANSAS UNIVERSITY - MAGNOLIA
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT LITTLE ROCK
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT MONTICELLO
NATIONAL PARK COLLEGE

HENDERSON STATE UNIVERSITY

U A COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT MORRILTON
NORTH ARKANSAS COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS AT PINE BLUFF
BLACK RIVER TECHNICAL COLLEGE

ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY NEWPORT

U A COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT HOPE

U A COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT BATESVILLE
ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY MOUNTAIN HOME
COSSATOT COMMUNITY COLLEGEOFTHEU A
ARKANSAS NORTHEASTERN COLLEGE

PHILLIPS COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF THE U A
SOUTHEAST ARKANSAS COLLEGE

SOUTH ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY MID-SOUTH
OZARKA COLLEGE

SOUTHERN ARKANSAS UNIVERSITY - TECH
EAST ARKANSAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS - RICH MOUNTAIN
COLLEGE OF THE OUACHITAS




Summary

The cost to obtain any of the certificates or degrees highlighted in this report at an Arkansas public
postsecondary institution is significantly lower than the hundreds of thousands or millions of dollars in
additional average career earnings.

Although each graduate’s success will reflect a variety of factors such as the local job market, where
they choose to live, what area they choose to study, and other factors, this report provides valuable
information as students and parents consider education and career choices.

Education and Employment Information by Institution

As specified in Arkansas Act 852 of 2015, information detailing the areas of study for each certificate and
degree at each state-supported institution in Arkansas is also included in this 2018 report. Students who
were still enrolled in higher education during 2017 after their graduation were excluded from the full-
time employment calculations.

The Arkansas wages data used for this report do not include employment outside of Arkansas, federal or
military jobs, or any employed Arkansans who are not reported to Arkansas unemployment insurance.

Included for each institution is the data for economic outcomes at the degree level for all programs.
The detailed program reports by area of study correspond to the Classification of Instruction Programs
(CIP) codes.

A minimum of eleven graduates from 2015 and 2016 degree programs and a minimum of three full-time
employed in Arkansas in 2016 and 2017 were required to present the data in this report. This report has
been prepared in accordance with specifications of Arkansas Act 852 of 2015. The electronic version of
this report will be revised continually as data is available.

For the latest edition: www.dws.arkansas.gov/news-info/dws-pub/

As a reminder, earnings reported to the Arkansas Department of Workforce Services are quarterly
totals, which do not include the hourly wage or the part-time/full-time status. To estimate the number,
percentage, and average wages of full-time workers in the first year following graduation, a minimum
annual wage of $13,260 and a requirement of wages reported in all four quarters of a calendar year
were used. Graduates who remained enrolled in 2017 were excluded from full-time employment.

In order to satisfy the Act 852 requirement for the top twenty-five percent of certificates and degrees
and the bottom ten percent of certificates and degrees by state-supported institution of higher
education, all of the certificates and degrees have been supplied in this report.

The institutions are listed in alphabetical order on the pages which follow, and the Table of Contents
at the beginning of the report includes a list of the institutions with the beginning page number.




Arkansas Northeastern College - 2018 Economic Security Report

2015 and 2016

2016 and 2017 First Year En!p_loyment Reported in Arkansas

Certificates of Proficiency

Graduates % Employed Average % Full-Time Full-Time Avg.

ALL AREAS OF STUDY 313 79% $23,707 43% 540,133

CONSTRUCTION TRADES
CONSTRUCTION TRADES (46.0000) 50 80% $43,445 54% $57,836

HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Emergency Medical Technology/Technician (EMT Paramedic) 28 86% $35,065 58% $56,643
(51.0904)

Nursing Assistant/Aide and Patient Care Assistant/Aide (51.3902) 142 84% $12,599 36% $20,114
Phlebotomy Technician/Phlebotomist (51.1009) 50 64% $13,205 29% $21,866

PRECISION PRODUCTION
Welding Technology/Welder (48.0508) 18 89% 542,627 64% 547,992

2015 and 2016

2016 and 2017 First Year Employment Reported in Arkansas

Technical Certificates

Graduates % Employéd Average % Full-Time VFuII-Time A-v.g.
ALL AREAS OF STUDY 117 81% $29,949 57% $35,907
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Dental Assisting/Assistant {51.0601) 20 90% 521,761 71% $25,784
Emergency Medical Technology/Technician (EMT Paramedic) 16 81% 544,991 43% $57,001
(51.0904)

Licensed Practical/Vocational Nurse Training (51.3901) 48 85% 528,089 67% 530,810

MECHANIC & REPAIR TECHNOLOGIES
Heating, Air Conditioning, Ventilation and Refrigeration 17 82% $35,090 53% $50,190

Maintenance Technology/Technician (47.0201)

10

Full-Time Employment requires Arkansas wages
reported in all four quarters of the first year after
graduation and total wages of at least $13,260.
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2015-2016
ADHE grads

2011-2012
ADHE grads

2006-2007
ADHE grads

- 2001-2002
ADHE grads

1996-1997
ADHE grads

ESR DATA EXPANSION

1%t Year
Wages

2016-2017

2012-2013

2007-2008

2002-2003

5th Year
Wages

2016-2017

2011-2012

2006-2007

2001-2002

10t Year 15" Year 20" Year
Wages Wages Wages
2016-2017

2011-2012 2016-2017

2006-2007 2011-2012 2016-2017






