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June 23, 2011

From: Matt Horan
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 10:42 AM
Subject: Re: The East Lawn

To Whom It May Concern.

| have been very concerned about the plans to employ the East Lawn of the UofA campus as
an access point for heavy trucks to deliver construction materials for renovations to Ozark and
Vol Walker Halls.

It would be better far to use the existing Campus Drive access from Maple Street; however,
this is said to be impossible because Pi Beta Phi wishes to place a gate at that location to
celebrate its 100th anniversary on the UofA campus.

| yield to none in my admiration for the women and alumni of Pi Beta Phi. | only question
whether Pi Phi's are so intent on having the gate erected by November 2011 that they would
want the East Lawn to be scarred to secure the installation of the gate by the time projected.

Damage to the East Lawn of the campus would be a dubious legacy, and may set an
unfortunate precedent. Will another student organization be permitted to place a "choke point"
on traffic into and out of the core campus, necessitating the use of vacant space instead? The
problem here is that any aerial view of the campus will show that the "vacant space" left for
such purpose is the East Lawn. There will be more incursions into it, rather than fewer, unless
a line is drawn at this time. If this route must absolutely be employed, then no expense should
be spared to restore the Lawn.

The East Lawn of the campus is where young men drilled for duty in war, where they played
football and frisbee in times of peace. It is where alumnae walked with their suitors. It is where
students-to-be, such as myself, walked to reach Razorback Stadium for a first-ever football
game. The East Lawn is the one unchanged and irreplaceable part of the campus. It is the
repository of our best and dearest memories.

The UofA Fayetteville should be encouraged to develop a 100 year plan to keep the Lawn
intact for future generations of Razorbacks. This plan should include designation of alternate
routes into the core campus for maintenance and emergency vehicles. It should include
provisions to maintain existing trees and plantings, and preservation of the original Senior
Walk. It should include all conceivable contingencies.

The East Lawn was the Mcllroy Farm, the foundation of the University. Let it always be seen
for what it was and what it has been for the generations that have proudly taken a degree from
the University of Arkansas.

Go Hogs!

Matthew Horan BA '73
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