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#005.15

DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 1:
REGULATORY AUTHORITY AND DEFINITIONS

1-1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1-1.01 These Rules are enacted pursuant to the State Board of! (Education\"s
authority under Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-15-216. 6-15-902. ‘6<}\6<801 et seq.. 6-16-
1201 et seq.. 6-18-223. Acts 745 and 1118 of 2017. and Acts 429..456. and 632 of
2019.

1-2.00 DEFINITIONS

1-2.01 “Additional Training Plan” (ATP) requires Advanced Placement (AP) and Pre-
AP teachers to attend appropriate College Board training. Teachers in the plan
have up to three (3) years to complete this requirement.

1-2.02 "Advanced Placement (AP)" courses are-those™ courses taught following
guidelines as prov1ded for Advanced Placement courses by The College Board.
Advanced Placement courses provide the opportunity for students to take a
national examination through which they may qualify for college/university level

credit.

1-2.03 “Advanced Placement Course” meéns a high school preparatory course for
.a“(;(\)\lle\ge Boa(d\AdvanCed Placement fest Exam that incorporates all topics
Speci‘ﬁed by The College Board and the Educational Testing Service on s
e the syllabus for a given subject area and is approved &+ through The
College Board and Educational Testing Service.

1-2.04 “Arypr\(’)'Ved institution of higher education” means an institution of higher
eéducation that meets the requirements of the definition under Ark. Code Ann.

§ 6-85-402.

1-2.05 “College Board” means the-The College Board and-Educational-Testine-Service,

a mission-driven not-for-profit oreanization.

1-2.06 “ColleLe Board Advanced Placement Fesz Exam” means %hev%%eedﬁplaeemem
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standardized exam desioned to measure how well a student has mastered the
content and skills of a specific AP course. An Advanced Placement Exam is
administered by Educational Testing Service on behalf of The College Board.

1-2.07 "College Courses" are courses that are offered and taught under the
direction of an accredited institution of higher education. Students mav gualify for
concurrent credit for such courses. For a concurrent college course to receive a
weighted grade. it must be approved through the process ‘désgrirlﬁgéd\i‘n these rules

andresidations.

1-2.08 “Division” means the Division of Elementary and Secondary- Educdtion.

1-2.09 “Elementary school" is a school having any combination of one or
more grades from kinderearten through grade 6.

1-2.10 “Endorsed concurrent enrollment.course” means a college level:course offered by
an institution of higher education in this state. that upon completion would qualify
for academic credit in both ‘the‘insfitution of higher education and a public high
school that:

1-2.10.1 15 onie of thefour core areas of mgthﬂ._,English. science. and
social studies: and

1-2.10.2. Meets the requirements of ChapterS_Section 5-8-84 4.00 of these
Rules:-and

1:2.10.3 Is listed in the Arkansas Course Transfer System of the Division of
Higher Education.

1-2.10.4 ‘This definition does not affect the ability of school districts to
award concurrent credit for those courses which comply with the
requirements of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-223.

71-2.11 A "Home-schooled student" means a student lecally enrolled in an Arkansas
home school.

1-2.12 “International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB)” means an international
education program offered by the International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).

1-2.13 “International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program Courses” are those
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taucht following puidelines as provided for IB courses by the IB
Organization. IB courses provide the opportunity for students to take a

national examination.

1-2.14 “National School Lunch Student” means those students from low socioeconomic

backorounds as indicated bv eligibility for free or reduced-price meals under the
National School Lunch Act. 42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq. and Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-
2303.

1-2.15 “Pre-Advanced Placement” course means a middle.school. junior high'school. or
hich school fevel course that specificallv prepares students to @_fmoll and to
participate in an Advanced Placement course.

1-2.16 “Private institution” is defined as an institution of higher education accredited by
the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Southern Association of
Colleces and Schools. Middle States Association ch\C’olleges and Schools. New
England Association of Schools and'Colleges. Northwest Association of Schools
and Colleges. or North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.

1-2.17 "Secondary scthl"'/i/s,am{‘ school ‘cqrit"aining\ one-or more orades from 7 through
12 or any middle school havirig any combination of grades 5-8 with the exception

of a school having only. grade 5..grade 6. or'the combination of grades 5-6.

1-2.1 7;;‘1\\ A student in grades 9-12 is considered "enrolled" in a
public'secondary school so long as he/she is counted for

average daily membership of the school pursuant to Ark.
‘Code Ann. § 6-20-2303(3)(C).

1-2.18 “Special education” refers to the designation of a student who has been through
the identification and selection process and has an approved Individualized
Education Plan that cuides placement in instruction.

1-2.19 “Standards-based orading” is a system of reporting which focuses on student
learnine and the demonstration of competency or mastery of a set of standards.

1-2.4920 “Weighted Credit” means additional quality points for designated AP and IB
courses that will be contingent upon meeting the requirements set forth in
Chapter 6 of this rule. “Weighted Credit” also means additional quality points for
courses approved by the Division that meet or exceed the standards of a
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comparable AP course or for approved career and technical education (CTE)
courses. as set forth in Chapter 4 of this rule.

1-2.21 “Weichted Credit and AP Training Approval Committee” means a review
committee composed of Division program directors and advisors with AP and
content expertise, including but not limited to personnel in DESE’s curriculum

and ¢ifted and talented offices.
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DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 2:
UNIFORM GRADING SCALES

2-1.00 PURPOSE

2-1.01 The purpose of this Chapter is to establish the uniform agrading scales to be used
by all public secondary schools in the state for recular courses.

2-1.02 This Chapter establishes the numeric value given to e‘ac_fflc;tter orade for the
purpose of determining grade average in a’ﬂbublic secondary. school§ in

the state for regular courses.

2-1.03 This Chapter provides an optional grading scale for.public
elementary schools.

2-2.00 GRADING SCALE AND NUMERICAL VALUES

2-2.01 The following scale is to be the Uniform Grading Scale and numeric
values for seconda1 v_schools and the ontlonal Uniform Grading Scale for
elementary. schools. Grqdes,earned in-courses will be assigned the following
numeric.values-when such courses ar¢ used to compute student grade point

averaoe.

A90'< 100 =4 points
B 80 — 89 = 3 points
C 70 — 79 = 2 points
D 60— 69 =1 pomt
F 0-— 59 =0 nomts

2-2.02 Student orades should reflect the knowledge and skills demonstrated by the
student through class assicnments. tests. presentations, and projects that reflect
the Arkansas Academic Standards. The purpose of grading is to communicate
how well a student has achieved the learning objectives or criteria for a class.

2-2.03 A public school district mayv use the grading scale in this section in the public
school district’s elementarv schools or standards-based grading.
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Seate-in2-2-04— Methods for recording and reporting competen

¢y mavbe used as

long as the district has an approved CDM application.
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DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 3:

FLEXIBILITY IN AWARDING HIGH SCHOOL COURSE CREDIT

3-1.00 AWARDING CREDIT BY DEMONSTRATED MASTERY

3-1.01

Credit by Demonstrated Mastery is the process by which a student may earn

credit for a high school course by demonstrating a deep understandlmzf iof the
content without course enrollment or the minimum of.120 c“lo\ck\hour/s required by
the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts.

3-1.02 A public school district may submit a Creditby Demonstrated Mastery. (GD\ D

3-1.03

application for approval to the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
to award units of high school coulrse credit based on a demonstration of subject
matter competency instead of. or in combination with, completing hours of

classroom instruction.

3-1.02.1 Weighted credit is not® vallable for CDM.

Students shall demonstrate mastery through-a multi-phase assessment. consisting

of:

3-1.03.1 Phase 1: A standard examination assessing course standards. and

3-1.03.2 ,‘Phas’e 2 At\legi‘st one artifact which requires the student to apply

knowledgee and skills relevant to the content standards.

3-1.03.3 Students who are unable to meet the established minimum score in
‘Phase I shall not procress to Phase 2.

3-1.04 The CDM process is desiened to allow students to demonstrate competency of a

3-1.05

required graduation credit and provide the opportunity for the student to take
additional courses. The CDM process is not designed for whole eroups of
students and shall not replace the general accelerated pathways provided for
advanced students.

Each public school district shall form a committee to review submissions of work

to determine if the student has demonstrated sufficient competency to meet the
standards for credit in the course.
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3-1.06 Upon approval. a public school district shall not be in violation of any
requirement in the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and
School Districts that units of credit be awarded for a minimum number of clock
hours if the public school district awards units of credit based on a demonstration
of subject matter competency instead of, or in combination with. completing
hours of classroom instruction if the awarding of credit is in compliance with the
public school district's approved plan.

3-1.07 The Department of Education and its Divisions shall monit\dr\schools offering
CDM to ensure compliance with these rules.
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DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 4:
COURSES FOR WEIGHTED CREDIT

4-1.00 GENERAL PROVISIONS

4-1.01 The following weighted scale is to be used for Advanced Placement courses.
courses offered under the International Baccalaureate Df;]lgfna Program. and

Division approved weighted courses.

A =90-100= 5 points:

B = 80-89= 4 points:

C =170-79= 3 points:

D = 60-69= 2 points:

F =59 and below=0 points. -

4-1.02 Courses approved by the Divis‘io\ri\f@r weighted credit must meet or exceed the
standards of a comparable Advanced Placement elass or exceed the curriculum
standards for a nqn;weightéd\bourse.

4-1.03 The Division in collaboyafion with the Division of Career and Technical
Education may approve a‘career and technical course for weighted credit if the

course:

4-1.03.1 Exceeds the curriculum standards for non-weichted course in a
pathway: and

4-1.03.2 Leads to an approved industry recognized certification.

4-2.00 SCHOOL DISTRICT WEIGHTED CREDIT POLICIES FOR COLLEGE
COURSES

4-2.01 A local school district board of directors may adopt a policy to allow high school
students in the public school district to take college courses for weighted credit
equal to the numeric crade awarded in Advanced Placement courses. courses
offered under the International Baccalaureate program. and approved weighted

classes.

359-10



#005.15

4-2.02 If alocal school board adopts such a policy. the district #eust shall apply to the

Division-of-Elementary-and-Secondary Education DESE Weighted Credit and AP

Training Approval Committee for approval of concurrent enrollment college

courses to be desienated as a weighted course. under Chapter 5 of these rules.

4-2.03 An application shall be reviewed for approval to assign a numeric grade value.

which may include weighted credit. based on the following:

4-2.03.1

A letter from the superintendent of the pﬁbli”c schob[ district or

principal of the public school describing hoW‘the course exceeds
expectations for coursework requif'ed under t‘he\ Standards for
Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts:

The orade level or levels of public school students who'will be

4-2.03.2

4-2.03.3

enrolled in the course: and

Clear ev1dence that the concurrent credlt\course s substantiallv the

4-2.03.4

same as an Advanced Placement Course.

Statement 0}‘ Jlearner. outcomes objectives and/or learning

4-2.03.5

expectatzons\based on revised curriculum frameworks where
appropriate.
—.QLL\ ale.

Description of instructional strategies demonstrating problem

Ssolving. critical-thinking, and higher order learning processes.

This description should include at least one exemplary lesson.

359-11



#005.15

DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 5:
CONCURRENT CREDIT

5-1.00 ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GRADES 9-12

5-1.01 Any student who is enrolled in grades 9-12 in an Arkan$as public school shall be
eligible to enroll in a publicly supported community college: technical college.

four-year college or university. or private institution of higher eéducation in

accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the college oxuniversity.
5-1.01.1 If an Arkansas public college or university or private institution of

5-1.01.2

hicher education requires a collece cQﬁrse nlacemgnt score greater
than a score of 19 on the ACT, a comparable Score on the SAT. or
an equivalent measure. the public school student must meet that
institution’s concurrent-admissions and course placement
requirements:. Districts are-encouraged-to should consider the
ACT benchr‘naﬁk read‘ine‘s‘s\scoﬂres in addition to the minimum
requirement for-proper identification and placement of students in

college coursework.

A student in grade 12 who possesses at least an ACT sub-score of

5-1.01.3

17, or>a comparable score on the SAT. in English. reading or

.mathematics-(or an equivalent measure) may enroll in

remedial/developmental education courses in English. reading and
mathematics at a publicly supported community college. technical
collese. four-year college or university. or private institution of

hicher education.

Anvy institution of hicher education offering a

remedial/developmental education course(s) must inform the
public school student. verbally and in writing. that successful
completion of remedial/developmental education courses in
English. reading and mathematics at one college or university does
not guarantee collese course placement at another Arkansas

college or university. unless there is a written/signed college
course placement agreement with the other Arkansas collece or
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university. A list of the institutions of higher education with a
signed college course placement agreement must be 1) included in
the sioned Memorandum of Acreement between the school district
and college/university. 2) published in the current
college/university catalog. and 3) posted on the college/university

website.

Any public school student in grades 9-12 who enrolls in and successfully

5-1.03.

completes a course(s) offered by a publicly supported ci\)mmﬁnit\-"cpll_eueﬂ
technical college. four-year college or university. or private institution|of higher
education shall be entitled to receive both high schogil\and colléue/ﬁrades and
credit (credit earned by CLEP examination may not be. counted as high school
credit) toward graduation. as outlined in these regtiens rides. Participation in
the concurrent high school and college credit:program must be dpcumenféd by a
written agreement between: _

5-1.02.1 The public school student. and his or herpia?réﬁi(,s')‘or guardian(s) if
the public school student is under the age of eighteen (18):

5-1.02.2 Thepublic school or public sciHool district where the student is
enrolled: and

5-1.02.3 The pu\blidh{,sup|}0rté\d\cqmmUnit\-' college. technical college. four-
year Colleve or university. or private institution of higher

education.

Siud\e:nts must.comply with applicable enrollment or graduation requirements of

5-1.04

’the“Apuinc high school the student attends while the student participates in the
cdng:Urrant\ credit program. Public school students who previously earned high
school ‘credit through the concurrent credit program shall maintain the earned
ciedit through graduation. regardless of whether the student subsequently
transfers to a public school or school district that opts not to participate in the

concurrent credit program.

Three semester hours of college credit taken by a student in grades 9-12 at a

publicly supported community college. technical college. four-vear college or
university. or private institution of higher education shall be the equivalent of one
unit of high school credit in the same subject area. A three-semester hour
remedial/developmental education course shall be the equivalent of one-half unit
of credit for a high school career focus elective. A remedial/developmental
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education course cannot be used to meet the core subject area/unit requirements i

5-1.05 College credit earned at a publicly supported community college. technical
college. four-year college or university or private institution of higher education
by an eligible student shall be counted by the high school toward graduation.
including credit earned through summer terms.

5-1.06 Public school students in grade 12 who are enrolled in remedial/developmental
education courses will not be counted for public higher education funding

UIPOSES.

5-1.07 Nothing in these rules shall be construed t'o\' require Arkansas publibséhpols.
publicly supported community colleges. technical colleges. four-year colleges or
universities. or private institutions of higher ediication to participate in a

concurrent credit program,

5-1.08 Any public school district énd\;)ubliclx' supported or private institution of higher
education that chooses to nartlclnate ina concurrent credit program shall
implement and carry out\the\concurrent credlt program in accordance with the
rules of the Arkansas State ‘Board of Educatlon and the policies of the Arkansas
Higher Education Coordinatine-Board.

5-2.00 ELIGIBILITY.

5-2.01 To.be eligible to enroll iran endorsed concurrent enrollment course. the student

5-2.01.1 Be-admitted by the institution of higher education as a non- degree
or non-certificate seeking student: and
5-2.01.2 Meet all of the prerequisites for the course in which he or she is

enrolled: and

5-2.02 All accelerated or advanced course work shall be reflected in a student success
plan. including but not limited to AP and International Baccalaureate courses.
CTE courses and endorsed concurrent credit courses.
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5-3.00 TUITION

5-3.01 A state-supported two-vear or four-vear institution of higher education may offer
a reduced tuition rate for endorsed concurrent enrollment courses offered by the
institution of higher education to high school students.

5-3.02 A student who qualifies under the National School LunchAct (NSLA) shall not
be required to pay any of the costs up to a maximum of six‘credit hours of
endorsed concurrent enrollment courses that are taught:

5-3.02.1 On the grounds of the public school district in which:the student is
enrolled: and

5-3.02.2 By a teacher employed by the public.school district in which the
student is enrolled who meets the requirements of Section 5-4.03

Cthis Chapler.

5-3.03 The costs for endorsed concurrent enrollment courses for a student who qualifies
under NSLA shall-be paid:

5-3.03.1 By the public schOol\'district in which the student is
enrolled:

5-3.03.2 -By the institution of higher education offering the course:
or

5-3.03.3 Through a cost-sharing agreement between the public

school district and the institution of higher education.

5-3.04 The student shall be responsible for all costs of higher education courses taken for
concurrent college credit. unless the costs for these courses are paid by the public
school district. a college/university scholarship. a grant. or a private foundation. If
the costs for a higher education course(s) are paid by the public school district. a
college/university scholarship. a grant. or a private foundation. a signed
agreement must exist between the public school district. the external entity or
foundation. and the publicly-supported or private institution of higher education.

5-3.05 A student who attends a private school or a home school and enrolls in an
endorsed concurrent enrollment course shall not be charued unless the public
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school district also charges public school students for the endorsed concurrent
enrollment course. A public school district mav provide transportation to a private
school or home-schooled student to or from the location of the academic course.

5-4.00 ENDORSED CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT COURSE REQUIREMENTS

5-4.01 The course must be a course offered by an institution of hicher learnine education
in this state that is:

3-4.01.1 Approved through the institution of higherfearnines education’s
normal process: and

5-4.01.2 Listed in the institution of Higher fearning"s education’s catalog.

5-4.02 The course content and instruction must meet or.exceed the same ‘standards and
adopt the same learnine outcomes as those develoﬁed\for a course taught on the
campus of the institution of higher education. including with6ut limitation:

5-4.02.1 The administration of any departmental exams applicable to the
course: and

5-4.02.2 The use of substantially the same book and syllabus as is used at
the collegé level.

5-4.03 An Instructor of an endorsed ‘concurrent enrollment course shall have:

5-4.03.1 No less than a master’s degree that includes at least eighteen (18)
hours of completed course work in the subject area of the endorsed
concurrent enrollment course:

5-4.03.2 The instructor’s credentials shall be approved by the academic unit
or chief academic officer of the institution of hicher education
offering the endorsed concurrent enrollment course: and

5-4.03.3 The relevant credentials and experience necessary to teach from
the svllabus approved by the institution of hicher education
orantino the course credit.

5-4.04 The institution of higher education offerine the course must:
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5-4.04.1 Provide to the course instructor staff development. supervision and
evaluation: and

5-4.04.2 Provide the students enrolled in the course with:

5-4.04.2.1 Academic guidance counseling: and

5-4.04.2.2 The opportunity to utilize the on—campus 11bran or other
academic resources of the 1nst1tut10n of h1uher education.

5-4.065 Credit for the endorsedconcurrent enrollment course may only be awarded by
the institution of. hther educatlon offerlng the course and. when subject to an
agreement with the college offering the course. must be accepted by the high
school which the student attends. |

5-4.076 Institutions'of higher education may collaborate to provide the course and award
‘course credit.
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DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING GRADING AND COURSE CREDIT

CHAPTER 6:
ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
DIPLOMA INCENTIVE PROGRAM

6-1.00 PURPOSE

6-1.01 The purpose of these Rules is to establish. organize. and administer a program
desicned to improve the course offerings available to mlddle school junior high
school and high school students throughout the state. The program estabhshed
under this act will provide advanced educational courses that.are eas1\1v\acce551ble
and will prepare students for admission to and success in a postsecondary
educational environment.

6-1.02 To ensure that each school district provides high school students with the
opportunity to enroll in at f‘ea\s‘t\o‘ne‘\( 1) College Board Advanced Placement
course in the four (4) core areas\of«Entilish. math. science. and social studies, and
to outline teacher training requirements.

6-2.00 TEACHER TRAINING

6-2.01 A teacher'of an AP course must meet Arkansas Teacher Licensure
requirements and meet the requirements of either Section 6-2.01.1 or 6-2.01.2:

6-2.01.1 Attend at least one (1) of the following trainings no less than one
(1).time every five (5) years:

6-2.01.1.1 Collece Board Advanced Placement Summer Institute:

6-2.01.1.2 Colleve Board-endorsed training: or

6-2.01.1.3 Other similarlv riworous training approved by a—eemm#—tee

A#aﬁd—eeﬁfem—e%peﬁfse—the DESE Wez,qhted Credzt and

AP Trainine Approval Commitiee.
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6-2.01.2 Complete an Additional Training Plan (ATP) for Advanced
Placement within three (3) yvears of commencing the ATP.

6-2.01.2.1 The ATP must be filed with the Division’s Office of Gifted
and Talented and Advanced Placement in the first vear of
the teaching assienment. and an update must be filed in the
additional vears the teacher is in need of the plan. for up to
two additional years.

6-2.01.2.2  When a teacher completes the requiréments of the ATP.
completion documentation must be Sﬁbl:l‘ﬁtt@d to the
Division’s Office of Gifted and Talented and Advanced
Placement.

6-2.01.2.3 Districts that do not have a teacher who completes the ATP
within 3 years may be found'in violation of the Standards
for Accreditation of Public Schools and School Districts
and may-be held responsible for the cost of the associated

AP exams,

6-2.032 A teacher of a Pre“-A\\P\course must meet Arkansas Teacher Licensure
requirements and meet the requirements of either Section 6-2.03.1 or 6-2.03.2:

\6:21032.1 _Atténd at least one (1) of the following trainings no less than one
(1) time every five (5) vears:

6-2.032.1.1 College Board-endorsed training in the teacher’s content
area: or

6-2.032.1.2  Other similarly rigorous training approved by a-committee

daf ) 19

AP-and-content-expertise-the DESE Weighted Credit and

AP Training Approval Committee.

6-2.032.2 Complete an Additional Trainine Plan (ATP) for pre-Advanced
Placement within three (3) vears of commencing the ATP.
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6-2.032.2.1 The ATP must be filed with the Division’s Office of Gifted
and Talented and Advanced Placement in the first year of
the teaching assignment. and an update must be filed in the
additional years the teacher is in need of the plan. for up to
two additional vears.

6-2.032.2.2  When a teacher completes the requirements of the ATP,
completion documentation must be submltted to the
Division’s Office of Gifted and Talented and Advanced
Placement.

6-2.043 A teacher of a course offered under the Intetnational Baccalaureate Diploma
Program must meet Arkansas Teacher Licensure requirements and attend the
training required by the International Baccalaureate.Organization'(IBO).

6-2.054 Weighted Credit for desu_nated AP and 1B courses will be contingent upon
the AP teacher obtaining training as outlined in Sections 6-2.01 ard-6-2-02 of this
Chapter and the IB teacher obtalan r training as outlined in Section 6-2.043 of
this Chapter: the student\takmtr the entlre AP or-the entlre IB course offered in a
particular subject: the student completm; the apphcable test offered by the
College Board for AP coursesat. the end of the AP course or the applicable test
offered by the IBO at ‘th\e/time‘ prescribed by the IBO.

6-3.00 TEACHER TRAINING SUBSIDY

6-3.01 Teachers of AdVarfcg:d’/Placen:lént Courses. Pre-Advanced Placement Courses. or
International Baccalaureate Diploma courses. must meet Arkansas Teacher
Licensure requirements and participate in training program(s) outlined in 6-2.004

6—2—92—6-2—93—&794—64—04 of these Rules.

6-3.02 For-a téacher designated by a local school district as an instructor of an Advanced
Placement eourse. Pre-Advanced Placement Course. or an International
Baccalaureate Diploma course. training costs may be covered by a grant
administered by the host of the Advanced Placement Summer Institute to cover
the cost of tuition, expenses and materials of approved training programs. not to
exceed six hundred fifty dollars ($650) per teacher contingent upon appropriated
funding. Priority for training will be given to teachers who have not been
previously trained. Trainine not covered by erant funds will be the responsibility
of the district. if trainine is required as a part of the teacher’s job requirements.
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6-3.03 A teacher who is assigned to teach more than one Advanced Placement. Pre-
Advanced Placement. or International Baccalaurcate course (i.e.. biology.
chemistry, etc.) may apply for more than one teacher training stipend. contingent
upon appropriated funding.

6-4.00 EQUIPMENT GRANT

6-4.01 Contingent upon appropriated funding. the Division of (Elementarx\\ahd Secondary
Education may annually set aside funds from which schools providingiAdvanced
Placement courses or International Baccalaureate Diploma courses‘may apply for
a one-time equipment and materials grant.

6-4.02 Equipment and materials grants will be administered by the \DjVision of
Elementary and Secondary Education. The Division will establish.a request for

proposal form and disseminate it to each local school district each year that funds

are available.

6-4.03 A school may apply for a one-time.equipment grant for each Advanced Placement
course or International Baccalaurcate course (Two.sections of a course such as
Advanced Placement American History are considered one course).

6-4.04 School districts with moré than one high school providing Advanced Placement
courses or Intérnational Baccalaureate courses. may apply for the one-time
equipment grants ifo\reach high school.

6-5.00 FEES FOR STUDENTS

6-5.01 Contingent upon legislative appropriation and the availability of funding. the state
may pay in \fuil>‘Qr on a pro-rata basis the cost of the Advanced Placement Exam
fee.or the equivalent test fee under the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program. or both. for students who have successfully completed an associated
Advanced Placement or International Baccalaureate Diploma course that meets

the requirements of this Chapter.

6-5.02 Each school requesting fee pavment of students taking Advanced Placement
Exams and/or International Baccalaureate exams must submit to the Division a
copy of the invoice as generated and submitted to either the College Board or the
International Baccalaureate Organization upon completion of the exams. The
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Division will contract with the Collece Board and Educational Testing Services
for pavment of AP exams contingent upon legislative approval and the
availability of funds.

6-6.00 SCHOOL AWARD FOR EXAM SCORES

6-6.01 Depending on the availabilitv of funds. schools may be awarded up to fifty
dollars ($50.00) for each score of a three (3) or better eame’& by a student on any
Advanced Placement test or the equivalent on any Interilatiohal bagdalaureate
Program Exam.

6-6.02 Schools must utilize the funds awarded from students"scores onthe Advanced
Placement #est exam iz for the schools' Advanced Placement-pro gram and funds
awarded from students’ scores on the International Baccalaureate fests exams in
for the schools International Baccalaureate program.

6-6.03 An annual report with detailed expenditures of funds awarded to-schools from
students' scores on the AdVaqded Placement exam(s)and International
Baccalaureate fests exams will be submitted to the Office of Gifted and Talented.
Division of Elemeritary-and-Secondary Education by July 1 of each school year.

6-7.00 DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS

6-7.01 Districts are réquired to offer-a minimum of one AP course per year in each of the
four (4) core courses-of English. math. science. and social studies.

6-7.02 All accelerated or.«étdvanced\cpurse work shall be reflected in a student success
plan, including but not limited to AP and International Baccalaureate courses.
CTE courses and endorsed concurrent credit courses.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 429 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas .
92nd General Assembly A B 1 11

Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1413

By: Representative Lowery

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING PRIVATE SCHOOL AND HOME SCHOOL
STUDENTS; TO PROHIBIT A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OR AN
OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL FROM CHARGING A
PRIVATE SCHOOL OR A HOME SCHOOL STUDENT FOR THE COST
OF AN ENDORSED CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT COURSE UNLESS A
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENT IS ALSO CHARGED FOR THE
COURSE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO PROHIBIT A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OR
AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
FROM CHARGING A PRIVATE SCHOOL OR A HOME
SCHOOL STUDENT FOR THE COST OF AN
ENDORSED CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT COURSE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-232, concerning enrollment of private
school or home school students in an endorsed concurrent enrollment course at
a public school, is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as

follows:
(e) Tf a student who attends a private school or a home school enrolls

in an endorsed concurrent enrollment course as defined by § 6-16-1202(2), the

student shall not be charged for the endorsed concurrent enrollment course

unless the public school district also charges public school students or

open-enrollment public charter school students for the endorsed concurrent

LT o2ur0rs 046 A TN




enrollment course.

APPROVED: 3/12/19

HB1413
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 430 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H2/18/19
92nd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1419

By: Representative Lowery

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING THE ENROLLMENT OF A PRIVATE SCHOOL
OR HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENT IN AN ACADEMIC COURSE AT A
PUBLIC SCHOOL OR AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER
SCHOOL; TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT AND AN
OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL TO ALLOW A
PRIVATE-SCHOOL OR A HOME-SCHOOL STUDENT TO ENROLL IN
AN ACADEMIC COURSE; TO ALLOW A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
AND AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL TO SEEK
A WAIVER FROM THE REQUIREMENT TO ALLOW A PRIVATE-
SCHOOL OR A HOME-SCHOOL STUDENT TO ENROLL IN AN
ACADEMIC COURSE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE
ENROLLMENT IN AN ACADEMIC COURSE AT A
PUBLIC SCHOOL OR AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL OF A PRIVATE SCHOOL
OR HOME-SCHOOLED STUDENT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-232(a) and (b), concerning a public
school district or open-enrollment public charter school policy allowing a

nonpublic student to enroll in an academic course, are amended to read as

follows:

(a) A Except as provided under subsection (d) of this section, a

public school district or an open-enrollment public charter school may shall

LMV



O 00 N N W

wwwwwwWNNNNNNNNNND—lP—‘HI—Hl—ll—')—'l—'l—‘
chnJ-\UJMn—-O\DOO\Ic\LnJ-\wN'—-O\DOO\IO\Ln-l.\LoNr—-O

As Engrossed: H2/18/19 HB1419

adopt a policy te—allew that allows a student who attends a private school or
a home school to enroll in an academic course at a public school or an open-
enrollment public charter school if the student resides in the public school

district where the public school or open-enrollment public charter school is

located.
(b) A policy adopted by a public school district or open-enrollment

public charter school under subsection (a) of this section may:
(1)(A) S Imissd . 1o d ined ] 1 L4 hool
distrietor open—enrollment—publie-charter schooly Include provisions that

apply to a private school or home-schooled student who is enrolled in an

academic course at a public school or open-enrollment public charter school,

including without limitation provisions regarding:

(i) Academic or grade-level prerequisites:

(ii) Attendance;

(iii) Testing;

(iv) Coursework;

(v) Grades:; and

(vi) Conduct.

(B) The provisions included under subdivision (b)(1l)(A) of

this section shall be consistent with provisions included in the public

school district’s or open-enrollment public charter school’s policies that

apply to public school students;

(2) Allow a student who attends a private school or a home
school to enroll in one (1) or more academic courses in a semester; and

(3) Limit enrollment if the enrollment of a private school or

home-schooled student would:

(A) To—certainacademic—courses—or gradetevels Create a

financial loss for the public school district or open-enrollment public

charter school; or

(B) B 1 1 : ia d ined 1 1 b14
school distriect or open—enrollment publie charter school Violate any state or

federal law or any rule established by the Department of Education.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-18-232(d), concerning a public school
district or open-enrollment public charter school policy allowing a nonpublic

student to enroll in an academic course, is amended to read as follows:

2 02-18-2019 09:18:22 TNL113
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As Engrossed: H2/18/19 HB1419

(d) This seetiondoes—not—reguire—a A public school district or an
open-enrollment public charter school te—-allewa studentwhoattends—a

schooloran-open—enroltlmentpublie charter-school may seek a waiver from the

department from the requirements under this section.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-18-232, concerning the enrollment of
private school or home-schooled students in public school districts and open-
enrollment publiec charter schools, is amended to add additional subsections

to read as follows:

(e) A public school district or open-enrollment public charter school

under this section:

(1) May provide transportation for a private school or home-

schooled student to or from the location of the academic course; and

(2) Shall provide a final grade and transcript to each private

school or home-schooled student who completes an academic course in which the

student is enrolled at a public school or open-enrollment public charter

school.
(£)(1) A private school or home-schooled student is not considered

truant from a public school or open-enrollment public charter school under

this section due to unexcused absences from the academic course in which the

private school or home-schooled student is enrolled.

(2) However, a public school or open-enrollment public charter

school may drop a private school or home-schooled student from an academic

course in the event of excessive unexcused absences or any other violation of

policies regarding the academic course in which the private school or home-

schooled student is enrolled.

(¢) This section does not apply to a statewide open-enrollment public

charter school that operates primarily as a virtual school.

/s/Lowery

APPROVED: 3/12/19
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 456 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S2/20/19 52/26/19
92nd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 343

By: Senator J. Sturch

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS CONCURRENT CHALLENGE
SCHOLARSHIP; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADDITIONAL USE OF
EXCESS LOTTERY PROCEEDS TO FUND SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
CERTAIN STUDENTS WHO ARE ENROLLED IN ENDORSED
CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT COURSES OR CERTIFICATE
PROGRAMS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS CONCURRENT
CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 85, is amended to add an

additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 4 — Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program

6-85-401. Creation.

There is created the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program.

6-85-402. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Approved institution of higher education” means an

institution of higher education that:

(A) Is approved by the Department of Higher Education to

participate in the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program;

(B) Offers at least a fifty percent (50%) discount on the

AWAITENID
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As Engrossed: S2/20/19 82/26/19 SB343

tuition and mandatory fees of an endorsed concurrent enrollment course or

certificate program to a student who is enrolled in an endorsed concurrent

enrollment course or certificate program, unless other opportunities are

provided that lower the tuition and mandatory fees below fifty percent (50%);

and

(C) 1Is a:

(i) State-supported two-year or four-year college or

university; or

(ii) Private, nonprofit two-year or four-year

college or university that has its primary headquarters located in Arkansas

and that is eligible to receive Title IV federal student aid funds;

(2)(A) “Certificate program” means a program that is offered or

made available to a student by an approved institution of higher education

that leads to the obtainment of a certification or license.

(B) "Certificate program" does not include a program that

is operated or sponsored by a third party;

(3)(A) "Endorsed concurrent enrollment course" means the same

as defined in § 6-16-1202(2).

(B) "Endorsed concurrent enrollment course”" does not

include a program that is operated or sponsored by a third party; and

(4) "Student" means a person who has junior or senior status

and who is enrolled at a:

(A) Public high school in Arkansas;

(B) Private high school in Arkansas; or

(C) Home school, as defined in § 6-15-501 et seq.

6-85-403. Elipibility.

(a) A student is eligible to receive an Arkansas Concurrent Challenge

Scholarship under this subchapter for an academic semester or academic year

during which the student is enrclled in an endorsed concurrent enrollment

course or certificate program if the student:

(1) 1Is an Arkansas resident or, if the student is less than

twenty-one (21) vears of age, either the student or one (1) parent of the

student is an Arkansas resident; and

(2)(A) Submits a student success plan as described under § 6-15-

2911(b).

2 02-26-2019 09:41:02 TNL107
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As Engrossed: S2/20/19 82/26/19 SB343

(B) The student success plan required under subdivision

(a) (3)(A) of this section for a student who is enrolled in an endorsed

concurrent enrollment course or certificate program shall:

(i) Be prepared in consultation with:

(a) School personnel, the student, and the

student’s parent or legal guardian; or

(b) A college advisor; and

(ii) Include:

(a) An endorsed concurrent enrollment course

or certificate program that is relevant to the student’s success plan; and

(b) Measures that ensure the successful

completion of the endorsed concurrent enrollment course or certificate

program in which the student is enrolled.

(b) (1) A student successfully completes an endorsed concurrent

enrollment course or a course taken towards the completion of a certificate

program under this subchapter if he or she completes the course or program

and receives a minimum letter grade of "C" or the equivalent.

(2)(A) A student who fails to successfully complete an endorsed

concurrent enrollment course or a course taken towards the completion of a

certificate program under this subchapter shall:

(i) Retain eligibility for a scholarship under this

subchapter; and

(ii) Enroll in only one (1) endorsed concurrent

enrollment course or course required for the completion of a certificate

program for the semester immediatelv following the semester in which the

student failed to successfully complete an endorsed concurrent enrollment

course or course taken towards the completion of a certificate program.

(B) However, if a student fails an endorsed concurrent

enrollment course or a course taken towards the completion of a certificate

program under this subchapter a second time, the student shall be ineligible

to reapply for a scholarship under this subchapter.

(c) A student whose enrollment in a vocational center is reimbursable

under § 6-51-305 is not eligible for a scholarship under this subchapter.

6-85-404. Funding.

(a) For an academic year, Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarships

3 02-26-2019 09:41:02 TNL107
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As Engrossed: S2/20/19 S2/26/19 SB343

under this subchapter shall be funded with any funds remaining after the

Department of Higher Education allocates sufficient funding to award Arkansas

Workforce Challenge Scholarships under § 6-85-301 et seq., at a level

equivalent to the awards made in the previous academic year.

(b) (1) A scholarship under this subchapter shall not be awarded for an

academic year if:

(A) Less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars

($250,000) is available under subsection (a) of this section: or

(B) The department received a loan from the Scholarship

Shortfall Reserve Trust Account under § 23-115-802 for the Arkansas Academic

Challenge Scholarship Program — Part 2, § 6-85-201 et seq., for the previous

academic year.

(2) Any funds under subsection (a) of this section that are not

disbursed for scholarships under this subchapter shall be carried over to the

next academic year to be used for scholarships under this subchapter.

6-85-405. Distribution — Award amounts.

(a) If funds are available, the Department of Higher Education shall

award Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarships to all students who meet the

requirements under this subchapter.

(b)(1l) The department shall distribute scholarships from the funds

available in an equal amount to every approved institution of higher

education that has enrolled a student eligible to receive a scholarship under

this subchapter.

(2) The maximum scholarship award a student may receive in an

academic vear shall be the lesser of:

(A) (i) Five hundred dollars ($500).

(ii) A scholarship awarded to a student who is

eligible under § 6-85-403 shall be awarded in the amount of one hundred and

twenty-five dollars ($125) for each endorsed concurrent enrollment credit

course or certificate program in which the eligible student is enrolled, up

to two (2) endorsed concurrent enrollment credit courses or certificate

programs per semester.

(B) The tuition and mandatory fees of the endorsed

concurrent credit course or certificate program,

(3) A scholarship granted under this section may be awarded in

b 02-26-2019 09:41:02 TNL107
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As Engrossed: 82/20/19 S2/26/19 SB343

addition to any funds received for the enrollment in an endorsed corncurrent

enrollment course under § 6-16-1204(e) (3).

(4) TUnless a student’s high school or community-based program

provides financial assistance for the cost of tuition and mandatory fees for

an endorsed concurrent enrollment course or certificate program, the

remaining cost of tuition and mandatory fees for an endorsed concurrent

enrollment course or certificate program is the responsibility of the

eligible student who is enrolled in the endorsed concurrent enrollment course

or certificate program.

6-85-406. Rules.

The Department of Higher Education shall promulgate rules to implement

this subchapter.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 23-115-801(b) (1), concerning the deposit of
lottery proceeds into the Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship Program,
is amended to read as follows:

(b)(1)(A) On or before the fifteenth day of each month, the office
shall deposit the net proceeds from the lottery into one (l) or more trust
accounts at one (1) or more financial institutions.

(B) (i) The office shall establish & trust aeeount accounts
for both the Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship Program, § 6-85-301 et
seq., and the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program, § 6-85-401

et seq., in a financial institution into which the office shall transfer:
(a) Excess funding returned to the office
under § 6-85-212(e)(2)(B) (i) from the previous academic year; and
(b) Net proceeds remaining from the previous
academic year after the office:
(1) Transfers under subdivision (c)(2)

of this section the funds requested by the Department of Higher Education;

and
(2) Deposits the amount necessary into

the Scholarship Shortfall Reserve Trust Account under § 23-115-802 to

maintain an amount equal to twenty million dollars ($20,000,000).

(ii) The funds transferred by the office into the
trust aeecount accounts for the Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship

5 02-26-2019 09:41:02 TNL107
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As Engrossed: S2/20/19 S2/26/19 SB343

Program, § 6-85-301 et seq., and the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge

Scholarship Program, § 6-85-401 et seq., established under subdivision

(b)(1)(B) (i) of this section shall be used for:

(a) Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarships;
and

(b) Any management fees charged by the
financial institution to manage the trust aeeount accounts for scholarship

award supplements—; and

(c) Arkansas Concurrent Challenge

Scholarships.

(iii) Annually, the office shall transfer to the
Department of Higher Education the funds from the previous academic year, if
any, that were transferred by the office into the trust aeeeunt accounts for
the Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship Program, § 6-85-301 et seq., and

the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program, § 6-85-401 et seq.,

under subdivision (b)(1)(B)(i) of this section for distribution of Arkansas

Workforce Challenge Scholarships and the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge

Scholarships.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 23-115-802(c), concerning the use of funds
in the Scholarship Shortfall Reserve Trust Account, is amended to read as
follows:

(c)(l) Except as provided in subdivision (c)(2) of this section, if
net proceeds in any year are not sufficient to meet the amount allocated for
higher education scholarships, the account may be drawn upon to meet the
deficiency.

(2) The account shall not be drawn upon to fund Arkansas
Workforce Challenge Scholarships under the Arkansas Workforce Challenge

Scholarship Program, § 6-85-301 et seq., or Arkansas Concurrent Challenge

Scholarships under the Arkansas Concurrent Challenge Scholarship Program, §

6-85-401 et seq.

/s/J. Sturch
APPROVED: 3/13/19
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 632 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas

92nd General Assembly A B 111

Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 478

By: Senators J. English, J. Sturch
By: Representative Della Rosa

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING WEIGHTED CREDIT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING WEIGHTED CREDIT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-902 is amended to read as follows:

6-15-902. Grading scale — Exemptions — Special education classes.

(a) The following grading scale shall be used by all public secondary
schools in the state for all courses, except advanced placement courses,

approved courses for weighted credit, and courses offered under the

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme:

(l) A = 90-100;

(2) B = 80-89;

(3) C€C = 70-79;

(4) D = 60-69; and
(5) F = 59 and below.

(b)(1l) Each letter grade shall be given a numeric value for the

purpose of determining grade average.

(2) Except for advanced placement courses, approved courses for

weighted credit, courses offered under the pregram International

Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, and honors courses, the numeric value for

each letter grade shall be:

UMEFAD o213 05227 A LS
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H(A) A = 4 points;
£23(B) B = 3 points;
£3>(C) C = 2 points;
(D) D =1 point; and
5)(E) F = 0 points.

(c) (1) The State Board of Education shall: adept
(A) Adopt appropriate equivalents for advanced placement
and college courses; and shall recommend

(B) Recommend a uniform grading structure for honors

courses.

(2) Weighted credit shall be allowed for advanced placement

courses and courses offered under the pregram International Baccalaureate

Diploma Programme if:

(A) The student takes the entire advanced placement course

or the entire course offered in the pregram International Baccalaureate

Diploma Programme in a particular subject;

(B) The student completes the applicable test offered by
the College Board for advanced placement courses at the end of the advanced
placement course, or the applicable test offered by the International
Baccalaureate at the time prescribed by the organization; and

(C)(i) The A teacher of an advanced placement course meets

Arkansas teacher licensure requirements and:

(a) Attends at least one (l) of the following

trainings no less than one (1) time every five (5) vears:

(1) a College Board Advanced Placement

Summer Institute ne—less—than one—(1l) time -every five{(5) years;

(2) College Board-endorsed training; or

(3) Other similarly rigorous training

approved by the department:; or

(b) Completes an additional training plan for
advanced placement within three (3) years of commencing the additional
training plans—er

(e} 16 Coll B 3 i 1 .
intervals—recommended by the College Boardyor.

(ii) The A teacher of the a course offered under the

program International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme meets Arkansas teacher

2 03/04/2019 08:27:27 AM TNLO091
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licensure requirements and attends the training required by the eorganizatien

International Baccalaureate.

(3) The department may approve a course for weighted credit if

the course:
(A) Exceeds the curriculum standards for a nonweighted

credit class; or

(B) Meets or exceeds the standards of a comparable

advanced placement class.

(4) The department in collaboration with the Department of

Career Education may approve a career and technical course for weighted

credit if the course:

(A) Exceeds the curriculum standards for a nonweighted

class; and
(B) Leads to an approved industry recognized

certification.
3HAF(5)(A) TFhe A local school district board of directors may
deeide—whether—te adopt a policy to allow high school students in the public

school district to take college courses for weighted credit equal to the

numeric grade awarded in advanced placement courses, courses offered under

the program, and honors classes.

(B) (1) If a local school district board of directors
adopts a policy as—set—forth4in under subdivision {e}33HA) (c)(5)(A) of this
section, the school district must shall apply to the Department of Education

A O11E = A DO 2 O o

(ii) The An application under subdivision

(¢)(5)(B) (i) of this section shall be reviewed for approval to assign a

numeric grade value, which may include weighted credit, based on the

following:

(a) A letter from the superintendent of the
public school district or principal of the public school describing how the
course exceeds expectations for coursework required under the Standards for
Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts; and

(b) The grade level or levels of public school

students who will be enrolled in the course.

3 03/04/2019 08:27:27 AM TNL091
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(d)

schools.

(e)

SB478

A public school district shall -havethe optien—of-using may use

the grading scale in this section in the public school district’s elementary

The department may promulgate rules to implement this section.

APPROVED: 4/1/19

03/04/2019 08:27:27 AM TNLO91
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 745 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas .
91st General Assembly A B 111

Regular Session, 2017 HOUSE BILL 1646

By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS
CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC EDUCATION; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE
ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC
EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 5, Subchapter, l is

repealed.

Subel | Earlv Childhood Devel Prod

L



W 0 ~N O W

uwwmwwwNNNNNNNNNNHD—l—IHHHH

HB1646

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-10-119 is amended to read as follows:

6-10-119. Medicaid billing.

(a) (1) By May 1 of each year, the Speecial-Eduecation Seetion of the
Department of Education shall determine whieh identify school districts that
are underperforming in the area of direct-service Medicaid billing.

(2) Based on this determinationy, underperforming The department
shall direct identified school districts shall -be-directed-by the seetion to

increase direct-service Medicaid billing bv district staff or enter into an

agreement assoeciate with an education service cooperative or other public or

private entity for the provision of direct-service Medicaid billing services.

(b) The school district for which billing services are rendered shall

2 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298



O 0 N & U B~ WwN

W W W W W W W NN NN R NN DN RN e e e e = =

HB1646

pay the education service cooperative providing the billing services an
amount necessary to compensate the education service cooperative for costs
associated with providing the servicesy—subjeet—to—thereview-and approval of
che-seetion.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict qualified
public or private providers from developing, maintaining, or expanding

service relationships with school districts.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-10-121(a)(l), concerning tornado safety
drills, is amended to read as follows:
(a)(l) As used in this section, “public school” means:
(A) & A school that is part of a public school district
under the control and management of a local school district board of

directors; or
(B) An open enrollment public charter school.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-11-104(b), concerning meetings of the
State Board of Education, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The state board-will meet—ecach-Decemberte In any of its meetings

before the end of the calendar year, the state board shall determine the

meeting dates for the following year.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-11-105(a)(3), concerning the powers and

duties of the State Board of Education, is repealed.

3y P g les for il s ¢ (1 i
; | infeeri 14 | ohveical def .

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-11-112 is amended to read as follows:

6-11-112., Power to make plans coordinating state and federal laws.

The State Board of Education is empowered to make plans, promulgate
rules, and seek waivers for flexibility as necessary for this state to meet
the requirements of a law enacted by Congress for general education,

including without limitation the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of

1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the Neo-Child-Left Behind Aect of
2001y Pub. L. No. 107110+ Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95, or

any supplementary federal regulations, directives, or decisions of the United

3 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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States Department of Education pertaining to that legislation.

SECTION 7.

SECTION 8.

Arkansas Code § 6-11-119 is repealed.

Arkansas Code § 6-11-128(b), concerning school district use

of a software system other than the Arkansas Public School Computer Network,

is repealed.

4 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298



W 00 N N W e

HB1646

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-11-128(c)(6), concerning a certification
program for the Arkansas Public School Computer Network, is repealed.
(6) (A} D Lo L£ ; s
(1) A 1 (1) . 1 hool di .
L ficd APSCN_£3 a1 . . 4

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-11-131 is repealed.

611 131. Divisd £ the D £ ga .

(a) (1) E£f . Julv 1. 2005 the D £ Ea . hall
, ¢ 1 adming e 1 the followi tivied !
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SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(d)(l), concerning creation of a

school district, is amended to read as follows:

(d) (1) The ad walerum valorem tax rate of the new school district
shall remain the same as that of the original school district until an
election is held in the new school district and a rate of tax is approved and
shall be allocated in the same proportion between maintenance and operation

and debt service as was allocated by the original school district.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(e)(2), concerning creation of a

school district, is amended to read as follows:

(2) Enter into lease—-with—purehase lease-purchase agreements,
revolving loans under 6-20-801 et seq., term—loansy post—date post-dated

warrants, or installment contracts;

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505(h)(2), concerning creation of a

school district, is amended to read as follows:

(2) At the school election or any subsequent school election, a
new school district may present to the qualified electors of the new school
district a proposed ad walerum valorem tax for the maintenance and operation

of schools and the retirement of indebtedness.

6 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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SECTION 14.

HB1646

Arkansas Code § 6-13-1606 is repealed.

7 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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(3} Stud c : fal and ethni

SECTION 15. Arkansas Code § 6-15-902(c)(2)(C)(i), concerning grading
scales, is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as follows:

(c) Attends a College Board endorsed training

at intervals recommended by the College Board; or

SECTION 16. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1402(b)(4)(B), concerning the
contents of a school performance report, is amended to read as follows:

(B) Of that total, the number who meet each of the

following criteria:

(i) Highl lified hers

{3i)— Identified as proficient or above under the
Teacher Excellence and Support System for the school; and

4344)(ii) Certified by the National Board for

Professional Teaching Standards.

SECTION 17. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1601(g)(2), concerning the duties of

the Commission on Closing the Achievement Gap in Arkansas, is amended to read

as follows:
(2) Monitor the Department of Education’s efforts to comply with

federal guidelines on improving the academic achievement of the
disadvantaged, specifically ireluding; but not limited +toy including without
limitation the No Child Left Behind-Aet-ef 2001 Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 80-10, as reauthorized by the Every

8 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

SECTION 18. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1601(h)(2), concerning the Commission
on Closing the Achievement Gap in Arkansas, is amended to read as follows:

(2) Relevant technical experts to assist in drafting and monitoring
the department’s efforts to comply with federal guidelines on improving the
academic achievement of the disadvantaged, specifically including without

limitation the NoGChild Left Behind Aet of 2001+ 20-U-S5-C-—§ 6301 et seq-

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 80-10, as

reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

SECTION 19. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(d)(3)(C) (iii), concerning the

criteria for designating education remewal zomes and participating schools,

is repealed.

SECTION 20. Arkansas Code § 6-16-1405(a)(4), concerning the approval
of digital learning providers, is amended to read as follows:
(4)(A) Utilizes highly qualified teachers to deliver digital
learning courses to public school students.
(B) A bhighly qualified teacher that who delivers digital
learning courses under this subchapter is not required to be licensed as a

teacher or administrator by the state board, but shall meet the minimum

qualifications for teaching in a core content area established by rules of

the state board.

SECTION 21. Arkansas Code § 6-17-704(d), concerning school district
professional development plans, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The professional development offerings may include approved
conferences, workshops, institutes, individual learning, mentoring, peer-
coaching, study groups, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

certification, distance learning, micro-credentialing approved by the

department, internships, and college or university course work.

9 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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SECTION 22. Arkansas Code § 6-17-705(e), concerning professional
development credit, is amended to read as follows:

(e) A person who holds any license issued by the State Board of

Education may obtain credit for required professional development through a

micro-credentialing process approved by the department.
(f) The State Board of Eduecation state board shall promulgate the

rules necessary for the proper implementation of this section.

SECTION 23. Arkansas Code § 6-17-707(e), concerning the Arkansas
Online Professional Development Initiative, is amended to read as follows:

(e)(1) The department shall determine the content of and preapprove
all professional development courses or programs delivered by the network
that qualify for professional development credit as required by the Standards
for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts or teacher

licensure requirements.

(2) The department may approve professional development obtained

through a micro-credentialing process.

SECTION 24, Arkansas Code § 6-17-919(b), concerning the warrants
issued without a valid teaching license, is amended to read as follows:

(b)(1l) The school district superintendent and the superintendent’s
surety shall be liable for any warrants that he or she countersigns in
payment of teachers’ salaries unless and until the state board has issued a
valid license or the department Department of Education has provided the

documentation required by subdivision (a)(1l)(B) of this section.

(2) An online copy that is accessible on a wehgite degignated by

the department is sufficient evidence of the issuance of a valid license or

the documentation required by subdivision (a)(l)(B) of this section.

SECTION 25. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 3, is
amended to add an additional section to read as follows:

6-18-320. Unsafe school choice program.

(a) Any student that becomes the victim of a violent criminal offense

while in or on the grounds of an Arkansas public elementary, secondary, or

public charter school or who is attending a persistently dangerous public

10 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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school shall be allowed to attend a safe public school within the local

educational agency under rules established by the State Board of Education.

{b) The state board may promulgate rules to administer this section.

SECTION 26. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 8 is

repealed.

11 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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SECTION 27. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1005(a)(l)(L), concerning student

guidance services, is amended to read as follows:

(L) Classroom guidance, which shall be limited to forty-

minute class sessions, not to exceed three (3) per day ex and not to exceed

ten (10) per week; and

SECTION 28. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1908(d), concerning the length of

fiscal distress status, is amended to read as follows:
(d) Except under §6-20-1910¢d) § 6-20-1910(e), a school district

shall not be allowed to remain in fiscal distress status for more than five

(5) consecutive school years from the date that the school district was

classified as being in fiscal distress status.

SECTION 29. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1908(i), concerning State Board of

Education action regarding fiscal distress, is amended to read as follows:
(i) Except under §6-20-1910¢(d) § 6-20-1910(e), the state board shall

consolidate, annex, or reconstitute any school district that fails to remove

itself from the classification of a school district in fiscal distress within
five (5) consecutive school years of classification of fiscal distress status
unless the state board, at its discretion, issues a written finding supported
by a majority of the state board, explaining in detail that the school

district could not remove itself from fiscal distress due to impossibility

12 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298



o0 N Yy T W

wwwwwwwNNNNNNNNNNHHr—‘r—-»—-n—ll—l»—-

HB1646

caused by external forces beyond the school district’s control.

SECTION 30. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1910(d) (1), concerning state
assumption of authority of a school district in fiscal distress, is amended

to read as follows:

(d) 1f the Commissioner of Education assumes authority over a public
school distriet in fiscal distress under subseetion{a)of this seection § 6-
20-1909, the state board may pursue the following process for returning a
public school district to the local control of its residents:

(1) During the second full school year following a—sehool

digerictlo—elassification—as being in fiscal distress status the assumption

of authority, the state board shall determine the extent of the school

district’s progress toward correcting all issues that caused the

classification of fiscal distress;

SECTION 31. Arkansas Code § 6-41-407 is amended to read as follows:

6-41-407. Accommodation for students with sensory processing
difficulty.

When administering a state-mandated assessment or a state-mandated
test, the Department of Education and each school district shall allow a
student that has been evaluated through appropriate testing, including a
comprehensive eye examination by an optometrist or an ophthalmologist, and
identified as having difficulty with sensory processing in reaction to
oversensitivity to full spectrum light to use color overlays specific to the
student’s oversensitivity that alter the contrast between the words and the
page so that the student can visually comprehend the words on a page of a

state mandated assessment or a state-mandated test, if made available by the

test developer.

APPROVED: 03/29/2017

13 02-21-2017 11:45:34 PIL298
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 872 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/8/17
91st General Assembly 111
Regular Session, 2017 HOUSE BILL 1459

By: Representative C. Douglas

By: Senator B. Johnson

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FLEXIBILITY IN THE AWARDING OF
COURSE CREDITS; TO ALLOW A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT TO
DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A PLAN THAT ENABLES A STUDENT
TO EARN COURSE CREDITS BY DEMONSTRATING SUBJECT
MATTER COMPETENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO PROVIDE FLEXIBILITY IN THE AWARDING OF
COURSE CREDITS; AND TO ALLOW A PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICT TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT
A PLAN THAT ENABLES A STUDENT TO EARN
COURSE CREDITS BY DEMONSTRATING SUBJECT
MATTER COMPETENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, Subchapter 2, is amended

to add an additional section to read as follows:

6-15-216. Flexibility in awarding course credit.

(a)(l) Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, a public school

district may submit a plan for approval to the Department of Education to

award units of high school course credit based on a demonstration of subject

matter competency instead of, or in combination with, completing hours of

classroom instruction.

(2) The plan shall include a method for recording demonstrated

subject matter competency on high school transcripts.

HNHTIRAIA
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(b) Upon approval, a public school district shall not be in violation
of any requirement in the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public
Schools and School Districts that units of credit be awarded for a minimum
number of clock hours if the public school district awards units of credit
based on a demonstration of subject matter competency instead of, or in
combination with, completing hours of classroom instruction if the awarding
of credit is in compliance with the public school district’s approved plan.

(c) The department may promulgate rules to implement this section,

Iincluding without limitation guidelines to assist public school districts in

transitioning to awarding credits as provided under this section.

/s/C. Douglas

APPROVED: 04/04/2017
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1118 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As FEngrossed: 8§3/16/17 §3/23/17 H3/30/17
91st General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 673

By: Senator Irvin

By: Representative Vaught

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING CONCURRENT CREDIT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING CONCURRENT CREDIT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-16-1204(e)(1)(B), concerning a reduced

tuition rate for endorsed concurrent enrollment courses, is amended to read

as rfollows:

(B8) The reduction in tuition under subdivision (e)(l)(4)

of this section or anv tuition paid by the institution of higher education

under subdivision (e)(3)(B) of this section shall not be considered an

institutional scholarship.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-16-1204(e), concerning tuition for
endorsed concurrent enrollment courses, is amended to add an additional

subdivision to read as follows:

(3)(A) A national school lunch student, as defined in § 6-20-

2303, shall not be required to pay any of the costs up to a maximum of Six

(6) credit hours of endorsed concurrent enrollment courses that are taught:

(i) On the grounds of the public school district in

which the student is enrolled; and

(ii) By a teacher employed by the public school

HRAICAN
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As Engrossed: S83/16/17 S3/23/17 H3/30/17 SB673

district in which the student is enrolled.

(B) The costs for endorsed concurrent enrollment courses

under subdivision (e)(3)(A) of this section shall be paid:
(1) By the public school district in which the

student is enrolled;

(1i) By the institution of higher education offering

the course; or

(iii) Through a cost-sharing agreement between

the public school district and the institution of higher education.

/s/Irvin

APPROVED: 04/07/2017
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