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ARKANSAS DPEPARTMENT OFEDUCATION
DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
RULES GOVERNING CONSOLIDATION AND
ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

January2049

CHAPTER 1: AUTHORITY AND DEFINITIONS

PURPOSE y;

1.01  The purpose of these rules is to establish the requiremgnts and proc‘edﬁrq_sc
concerning the consolidation and annexation of s¢hool districts; the administrative
consolidation and annexation of school distrigt_é; and the distribution of
consolidation/annexation incentive funding.

AUTHORITY £

2.01 The State Board of Education (State Board) enacts these rules pursuant to the
authority granted by Ark. Codg Ann. §§ 6-11-305-6-13-1401 et seq., 6-13-1601

et seq., aad%é—lé%@l—et—seq—aﬂd—Aew—l%—agd-géé-e% and Act 757 of 2019.

DEFINITIONS

3.01 "Admlmstratlvegnnﬁeg(atwn* means t fe joining of an affected school district or a
part of the school distriet with a receiving school district;

3.02 “Admmlstratkebonsohdat;on means the joining of two (2) or more school
districts to preat,e“ anew smgle school district with one (1) administrative unit and
ofle (1) boardfof directors that is not required to close school facilities;

3.03  <Affected dist}‘“g&" > means a school district that:

3.03.1 Lpses territory or students as a result of annexation or administrative
annexation; or

3/3.2 Isinvolved in a consolidation or administrative consolidation.

/
3.04 “Aggrieved district” means the lawfully constituted and existing board of

directors of a school district that gains or loses territory or students as a result of
an annexation, administrative annexation, consolidation, or administrative
consolidation;

3.05 ““Annexation” means the joining of an affected school district or part thereof with
a receiving district;
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3.06 “Average daily membership (ADM)” has the same meaning as defined by the
Arkansas General Assembly in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2303.

3.07 “Consolidation” means the joining of two (2) or more affected school districts or
parts thereof to create a new single school district;

3.08 “Debt” means a legal liability, encumbrance or contract, including employment
contracts, to be paid out of future revenues or current reserves of the school
district. P

. . . . . . . . / h - -
3.09 “Receiving district” means a school district or districts thatreceive territory or
students, or both, from an affected district as a result of annexation or,
administrative annexation;

3.10 “Resulting district” means the new school district created froni affected districts
as a result of consolidation or administfative consolidation.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1401 and 6-13-1601
/” q :
4.00 CONSOLIDATION AND ANNEXATION A-UTHQRITY OF THE STATE BOARD
4.01 There shall not be annyGnso\lidation o‘r\aﬁﬁ’exation of any public school district
with any other sc’liljool.\distri'cf in the sg;wé without the prior consent and approval

of the State Board.

Source: Ark. Code Anns§ 6-13-1402

CHAPTER 2: CONS\OL?QATiOﬁAND ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS
' y 4

5.00 COND;[II‘ON S UNﬁER WHICH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY
ANNEX SCHOOL ]31§TRICTS

4 ) L
5:01 The State Board shall consider the annexation of an affected school district or
districtsto a receiving district or districts under any of the following conditions:

541.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days’ written notice to the
affected school districts, determines that annexation is in the best interest
of the affected district or districts and the receiving district based upon
failure to meet standards for accreditation or failure to meet academic,
fiscal, or facilities distress requirements pursuant to The Quality Education
Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., the Arkansas Educational
Support and Accountability Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-2901 et seq., the
Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, Ark. Code Ann.
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§ 6-20-1901 et seq., and the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities
Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-21-801 et seq.;

The affected district or districts file a petition with the State Board
requesting annexation to a particular receiving district or districts, and a
copy of the petition is filed with the county clerk’s office of each county
where the affected district or districts are located;

5.01.2.1 The county clerk’s office of each county where'the affected
district or districts are located certiﬁes{n\writing/that the
petition has been signed by a maj%ifil of the /qpéliﬁed

it

electors of the affected district 9: districts;and

5.01.2.2 The receiving district or districts provide to the)State Board
written proof of consen‘t;fg rcgeive the affected district or
districts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to
approve annexation by resolution>by a sfiajority of the
members of thedocal receiving board of education or by a
vote to appro¥e/annexation by a majority of the qualified
electors of'the receiving district as provided for in Ark.
Code Aqn:§ 6-14-122;

A majority of the-qualified &lectors in the affected district or districts vote
to approve the-annexation of an\affécted school district or districts to a
receiving;ijstrict ordistricts agprovided for in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-14-
122; and 4

501.3.1 Theveceiving district or districts provide to the State Board
written proof of consent to receive the affected district or
djsfricts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to

/ 4approve annexation by resolution by a majority of the
members of the local receiving board of education or by a
vote to approve annexation by a majority of the qualified
electors of the receiving district as provided in Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-14-122; or

The local board of education of the affected district or districts votes to
approve by resolution the annexation of the affected district or districts to
a receiving district or districts by a majority of the members of the local
board of education of the affected district or districts; and

5.01.4.1 The receiving district or districts provide to the State Board
written proof of consent to receive the affected district or
districts by annexation as evidenced by either a vote to
approve annexation by resolution by a majority of the
members of the local receiving board of education or by a
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vote to approve annexation by a majority of the qualified
electors of the receiving districts as provided for in Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-14-122.

The State Board may vote to approve, by a majority of a quorum present of the
members of the State Board, the annexation of the affected districts into a
receiving district:

5.02.1 The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days wnttendfotlce\to the
affected districts, may on its own motion based on a sé‘hool district’s
failure to meet standards for accreditation or falhy;e/”to\méet academic,
fiscal, or facilities distress requirements pursuant to The Quahty Education
Act 0f 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., the: Arkansa@ Educational
Support and Accountability Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-290 Lpet seq., the
Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Acco‘yfltdbility Programi, Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-20-1901 et seq., and the Arkansas Public'School Academic Facilities
Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-21-801 et seq:;.or

#

5.02.2 Upon receipt of a valid petition for annexation and after receiving proof
from the petitioning party of at least one (1) of the required conditions set
forth in Ark. Code Aps, §.6-13-1403(a).and Section 5.01 of these rules,
and upon receipt of proofofithe issuance of public notice of the intent to
annex affected districts 1nt0arecew1ng district or districts in the local
newspapers of general circulation in f, the affected districts for a time period
of no less than one (V) time a }yéek for two (2) consecutive weeks
immediately prier/to the time the petition is filed with the State Board.

In order for the petition for ahrexation to be valid, it shall be filed with the State

Board at least thirty (30) days prior to the next regularly scheduled State Board

meeting, at which time the petition will be presented for hearing before the State
oard. Howeyer, no petition is required for the State Board to annex a school

\dish:ict or districts upon a motion of the State Board as allowed in Ark. Code Ann.

§:6-13-1 403(152\3% Section 5.02 of these rules.

Upeon de ermmatlon by the State Board to annex a school district or approval of a
peétition Tequesting annexation, the State Board shall issue an order dissolving the
affected district or districts and establishing the receiving district or districts.

5.04.1 The State Board shall issue an order establishing the boundary lines of the
receiving district or districts.

5.04.2 It shallbe is the duty of the Department-of Edueation Arkansas

Geographic Information Systems Office to make changes in the maps of
the school districts to properly show the boundary lines of the receiving
district or districts.
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The State Board shall:

5.05.1

5.05.2

5.05.3

5.05.4

5.05.5

Issue an order establishing the changed boundaries; and

File the order with the:

5.05.2.1 County clerk of each county that contains school district
territory of each affected or receiving district;

5.05.2.2 Secretary of State; and

. A 4
5.05.2.3 Arkansas Geographic Informatlgzi Systems Office.
The county clerk shall make a permanent record of theorder. J

A consolidation or annexation order ﬁﬁd Wlth the Secretary of State and
the Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Officeghall include a
digital map showing the boundéries of the resulting district or receiving
district in a format prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Information
Systems Office.

The boundaries estabﬁshegﬂ:sy the State Board pursuant to Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-13-1403(e) and-Section S, 05. of these rules shall be the boundaries of
the recelvmg(}ﬂrsfnqt or districts, untll changes are made according to the
prov1s1ons/of\1aw

&
The State Board shall nat annex affected districts into a receiving district or
districts that are not geo graph;t:’ally contiguous unless the following limited
conditions alce\determmed t6 be valid reasons for annexation:

5406.1

506.2

/

The anfxexatlon will result in the overall improvement in the educational
benefit to students in all the school districts involved; or

The /gﬁiqexation will provide a significant advantage in transportation costs
cg,s’ervice to all the school districts involved.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1403, 6-13-1415, & 6-13-1416

6.00

CONDPITIONS UNDER WHICH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MAY
CONSOLIDATE SCHOOL DISTRICTS

6.01

The State Board shall consider the consolidation of affected districts into a new
resulting district or districts under the following conditions:

6.01.1

The State Board, after providing thirty (30) days’ written notice to the
affected school districts, determines consolidation is in the best interest of
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the affected districts based upon failure to meet standards for accreditation
or academic, fiscal, or facilities distress requirements pursuant to The
Quality Education Act of 2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., the
Arkansas Educational Support and Accountability Act, Ark. Code Ann. §
6-15-2901 et seq., the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability
Program, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq., and the Arkansas Public
School Academic Facilities Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-21-801 et
seq.; or

6.01.2 The affected districts file a petition with the State Boafd requesting that
the affected districts be consolidated into a resulti}gg’ d‘is\tl\'ict /o/ﬁdistricts;

P
6.01.2.1 A copy of the petition has been filed with the.county
clerk’s office of each county where thei:affecteg,districts are
located;
6.01.2.2 The county clerk’s office certifies-in waiting to the State

Board that the pétition has been signed by a majority of the
qualified eleetors of the affected districts;

6.01.2.3 A majgﬁt)\/\of the qualified-electors in the affected districts
votes to approve-conselidation of the affected districts into
a resulting district or districts pursuant to a valid election as
‘provided in Ark..Cpde Ann. § 6-14-122; and

Ve
Ny S
6.01.2.4 TheHocal hoard of directors votes to approve by resolution
of amajority of the members of each local board of
o edueatiofi the consolidation of the affected districts into a

resulting district or districts.
6.02 The State Boards
a 4, ‘

\6_,\(\)‘2,1 Afterproviding thirty (30) days written notice to the affected districts,
may coissolidate school districts upon its own motion based upon a school
ﬂis@m}c’f”s failure to meet standards for accreditation or academic, fiscal, or
facilities distress requirements pursuant to The Quality Education Act of

003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., the Arkansas Educational
Support and Accountability Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-2901 et seq., the
Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-20-1901 et seq., and the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities
Program Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-21-801 et seq.; or

6.02.2 May vote to approve by a majority of a quorum present of the members of
the State Board the consolidation of the affected districts into a resulting
district or districts upon receipt of a valid petition for consolidation after
receiving proof from the petitioning party of at least one (1) of the
required conditions set forth in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1404(a) and
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Section 6.01 of these rules, and upon receipt of proof of the issuance of
public notice of the intent to consolidate affected districts into a resulting
district or districts in the local newspapers of general circulation in the
affected districts for a time period of no less than one (1) time a week for
two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the time the petition is
filed with the State Board.

In order for the petition for consolidation to be valid, it shall be filed with the
State Board at least thirty (30) days prior to the next regularly splfe&tﬂéd State
Board meeting, at which time the petltlon will be presented for hearmg before the
State Board. However, no petition is required for the S e’Boqrd to ponsohdate a
school district or districts on a motion of the State Boay as allowed\under Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-13-1404(b) and Section 6.02 of these rules
g
Upon consolidation of a school district by the State Board or approva{ ofa
petition requesting consolidation, the State Board shall issue an/¢rder dissolving
the affected districts and establishing the resulting distriet or districts.
&
6.04.1 The State Board shall issuedn order establishing the boundary lines of the
resulting district or distriéts.

6.04.2 It shall-be-is the duty of the B e Arkansas
Geographic Information Svstems Ofﬁce to make changes in the maps of
the school dlsfncts\to properlyshow the boundary lines of the resulting
district or districts. //’

The State Board shall:

6.05.1 IsSueJ«m order estabhshlng the changed boundaries; and

6/0)5 2 File the’/order with the:

\6.05.2{1'/ County clerk of each county that contains school district
/' territory of each affected or resulting district;

6.05.2.2 Secretary of State; and

6.05.2.3 Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office.

6.05.3 The county clerk shall make a permanent record of the order.

6.05.4 A consolidation or annexation order filed with the Secretary of State and
the Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office shall include a
digital map showing the boundaries of the resulting district or receiving
district in a format prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Information
Systems Office.
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6.05.5 The boundaries established under this subsection shall be the boundaries
of the resulting district or districts until changes are made according to the
provisions of law.

The State Board shall not consolidate affected districts that are not geographically
contiguous unless the following limited conditions are determined to be valid
reasons for consolidation:

6.06.1 The consolidation will result in the overall improvement in the educational
benefit to students in all the school districts involye{’i‘ ar

6.06.2 The consolidation will provide a significant a(( antqge in transportation
costs or service to all the school districts jrivolved.

f
Source: Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1404, 6-13-1415, & 6-13-1416

7.00 RESULTING DISTRICT SUCCESSOR ININTEREST — WHEN PART OF
DISTRICT TAKEN

7.01

7.02

Any receiving or resulting dlsfgct created under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1407 and
Section 7.00 of these rules shall‘b§60me the-syccessor in interest to the property
of the school district disselved, shall becorne ?Vable for the contracts and debts of
such a school districtyandmay sue and be{ued therefor.

/’
When territory less mm\ﬂieenﬁrcgchool district is annexed or consolidated to a
school district, the reccivihg or resulting district shall take the property of the
school district from which-he-territory was taken, as the State Board shall deem
proper, angd shall be liable fOr that part of all indebtedness of the school district
from which the temtqry was taken as shall be assigned to it by the State Board
uftless otherwflée apprbved by a majority vote of the affected school district’s or
districts’ board or boards of directors.

Source: Ark. Code Anp:§ 6%13-1407

8. (ﬁ) ANNEXATIOﬁ OR CONSOLIDATION NOT TO NEGATIVELY IMPACT
STATE-ASSISTED DESEGREGATION

8.01 4 The State Board shall not order any annexation or consolidation pursuant to Title

8.02

6, Chapter 13, Subchapter 14, or any other act or any combination of acts which
hampers, delays, or in any manner negatively affects the desegregation efforts of a
school district or districts in this state.

Prior to the entry of any order under Title 6, Chapter 13, Subchapter 14, the State

Board shall seek an advisory opinion from the Attorney General concerning the
impact of the proposed annexation or consolidation on the effort of the state to
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assist a school district or districts in desegregation of the public schools of this
state.

Any order of annexation or consolidation or combination thereof that violates the
provisions of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1408 and Section 8.00 of these rules shall be
null and void.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1408

9.00 OTHER STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DUTIES

9.01

9.02

The State Board shall have the following duties regarq}'ng conso‘lida//t/i/ons and

annexations:

{ ./

9.01.1 To form local school districts, change boundary lines ofischool districts,
dissolve school districts and annex the territory of those/school districts to
another school district, create new school districts, and‘perform all other
functions regarding changes in‘8chool districts inaccordance with the law;

9.01.2 To transfer funds and attach territory that is in no school district to other
school districts as may'seem best for the eduicational welfare of the
children; and

9.01.3 To enact ruleg’and-regulations rcg‘a{ding the consolidation and annexation
of schoolf\districts pursuant to}%t/le 6 of the Arkansas Code.
4
The millage rate of the electors of an affected district shall remain the same until
an electign.may be held to-charige the rate of taxation for the resulting or
receiving district er districts.
7

4
Source: Ark. Cdde Ann. § 6-43-1409

10.00 APPEAL AND ELE’&;TION

7
10:01 Naotwithstanding any other provision of law or rule of the State Board, the

decision’of the State Board regarding an administrative consolidation,
consolidation, administrative annexation, or annexation shall be final with no
further right of appeal except that only an aggrieved district may appeal to Pulaski
‘County Circuit Court pursuant to the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act,
Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-201 et seq.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1410

11.00 USE OF FUND BALANCES
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Unless otherwise approved by a unanimous vote of the board of directors of the
resulting district, the fund balances of any school district that is consolidated,
annexed, or otherwise reorganized shall be used by the resulting district solely for
the construction of facilities or the operation, maintenance, or support of the
schools that were located in the affected school district from which the fund
balance was derived if any of the facilities of the affected district from which the
fund balance was derived remain open.

The provisions of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1411 and Section 11.00 of these rules
shall not apply if the consolidation or annexation is because ofithe school
district’s failure to meet standards for accreditation or f{a}l}ﬁ’e 't nee /academlc oF
fiscal, or facilities distress requirements pursuant to Thy Quahty\EdUCatlon Act of
2003, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-201 et seq., the Arkansas Educat10na‘1§upport and
Accountability Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-2901.¢t seq., the Arkansa,  Fiscal
Assessment and Accountability Program, Arkﬁodc Ann. § 6-20-1901 et seq., or
the Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities Program Act, Ark. Code Ann.

§ 6-21-801 et seq.
&

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1411

12.00 INVOLUNTARY ANNEXATIOMR\C(BNSOLIDA{FION — EFFECTIVE DATE -
INTERIM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

12.01

12.02

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-43-14]5)and Section, 12.00 of these rules apply to the
involuntary cons/thfatlon or/lnvolunt/ary annexation of a school district made by a
motion of the State Board:

The effective date of an involufitary consolidation or involuntary annexation of a
school district shall be the July 1 after the State Board action unless determined
otherwme by the/S’fatc Board.

V4

12.03 ‘The\State Board shall establish the terms and conditions of the involuntary

12.04

qonaohdatlon pi'/lnvoluntary annexation that shall govern the affected districts,
resultmg\dls)a‘icts and receiving districts.

Ifthe Stéte Board determines that a new permanent board of directors is

necessary, the State Board shall prescribe:

12.04.1 The number of members for the new permanent board of directors
of the resulting district or receiving district;

12.04.2 The manner of formation of the new permanent board of directors

of the resulting district or receiving district under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-13-1417 and Section 14.00 of these rules; and
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Whether the new permanent board of directors will be elected at
the first or second school election after the effective date of
consolidation or annexation. The election for the new permanent
school board of directors may take place during the second school
election after the effective date of consolidation or annexation only
if the State Board determines that additional time is required to
implement single-member zoned elections.

If the State Board determines that an interim board of directors ig'necessary, the
State Board shall prescribe:

12.05.1

12.05.2

12.05.3

The number of members for the interirg}égard of dire/écors of the
resulting district or receiving district;

4 —
The terms of the members of thelinterim board ofidirectors of the
resulting district or receiving distriet; and

The manner of formatigh of the interim board of directors of the
resulting district or réceiving district. The State Board may:

12.05.3.1 Allow the affected districts and receiving districts

thirty (30) days$o-establish an interim board of
directars:to govern the resulting district or receiving
district thatji’f(’)nsists of either five (5) or seven (7)
rpembe;;’/selected from the boards of directors from
the affécted districts and receiving districts based on
the proportion of the student population of each of
the affected districts and receiving districts before
consolidation or annexation;

4/2.05.&/2 Appoint an interim board of directors to govern the
resulting or receiving district that consists of either
five (5) or seven (7) members selected from the
boards of directors from the affected districts and
receiving districts based on the proportion of the
student population of each of the affected districts
and receiving districts before consolidation or
annexation; or

12.05.3.3 Designate the existing board of directors of one (1)
affected district in a consolidation or the existing
board of directors of the receiving district in an
annexation as the interim board to govern the
resulting district or receiving district.
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12.06 The State Board may determine that an interim board of directors is not necessary
and may order the existing board of directors of one (1) affected district in a
consolidation or the existing board of directors of the receiving district in an
annexation to remain as the permanent school board of directors.

12.07 An interim board of directors shall serve until the first school election after the
effective date of consolidation or annexation unless:

12.07.1 Any members of the permanent board of directogsof the resulting
district or receiving district are elected from smgge-mernber zones,
then the interim board of directors may servA ¢ untik.the/second
school election after the effective date o oonsohdatlon or
annexation under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13- 14\15(d)(1)(C)\a;1d
Section 12.04.3 of these rules; or .#

12.07.2 All the members of the permanent hoard of diregtors of the
resulting district or receiving district are'elected at-large, then the
State Board may staggef the terms of the interim board of
directors, which shakl%bi determined by lot so that no more than
two (2) membersyterms expire during any one (1) year.

12.08 If the State Board allows theflocal school distrjcts time to establish an interim
board of directors, the board of direetors of each affected district before the
consolidation or each’affected district apd ‘Teceiving district before the annexation
may determine indépendently how to /sélect members of the existing board of
directors to serve on\t;h&uftenm b \grd of directors, subject to approval by the
State Board, by:

12.08.1 The voluntagy resignation of one (1) or more members of the
existing bSard of directors;
4 v e
12:08.2 Selecting one (1) or more members of the existing board of

y‘/di?ectors by a majority vote of the school board; or

12:08.3 | Selecting one (1) or more members of the existing board of
directors by a random lot drawing.

12.09. An interim board of directors shall be established by May 31 of the year
» preceding the effective date of administrative consolidation or administrative
annexation under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603 if the State Board determines that
an interim board of directors is necessary.

12.10 A consolidation or annexation order adopted by the State Board shall be filed with
the:
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12.10.1 County clerk of each county that contains school district territory
of each affected district, receiving district, or resulting district;

12.10.2 Secretary of State; and
12.10.3 Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office.

A consolidation or annexation order shall include a map of the boundaries of the
resulting district or receiving district.

A consolidation or annexation order filed with the Secret}ﬁ of State and the
Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office shall4nclude adigital map
showing the boundaries of the resulting district or receiving districtin’a format
prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Informatieén SystemsQffice.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1415

13.00 VOLUNTARY CONSOLIDATION OR ANNEXATION — EFFECTIVE DATE -
INTERIM BOARD OF DIRECTORS ¢

13.01

13.02

13.03

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416,4nd Sedtion 13.00 ofithese rules apply to any
petition for consolidation or annexation of a -s;}h()ol district submitted to the State
Board by a school district-

The effective da‘g@{of\a petition for co;/,lsblidation or annexation of a school district
shall be the July'] after thé-State Board approves the consolidation or annexation
petition unless the State Board approves an alternative effective date or
determines-otherwise. 7

Each board,of dizectors of an affected district and receiving district shall enter
'uﬁ_o a writtepdgreement approved by the quorum of the members of each board
of \digectors present and executed by the president and secretary of each school
district's board of directors.

I 4

13.03.1 The written agreement may prescribe the effective date of the
7 annexation of the affected district to the receiving district or the
effective date of the formation of the resulting district from
consolidation of affected districts, subject to approval by the state
board.

13.03.2 The written agreement may prescribe the number of members of
the permanent board of directors of the resulting district or
receiving district and the manner of formation of the permanent
board of directors of the resulting district or receiving district
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1417 or as allowed by law.
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13.03.2.1 If the written agreement prescribes the formation of
a new permanent board of directors, the written
agreement shall specify whether the new permanent
board of directors will be elected at the first or
second school election after the effective date of
consolidation or annexation.

13.03.2.2 The election of a new permanent board of directors
may take place during the second s¢hool-election
after the effective date of conselidation,or
annexation only if addition;gllffime is ngeessary to
implement single-membiqrf‘z\oned elections.

13.04 The written agreement may prescribe for the formation of an'interim board of

13:05

directors, including the number of members, t}zé‘;lén\gth of member terms, and the
manner of formation as follows:

13.04.1 Establish an interim bodtd of directors to govern the resulting
district or receiving district that consists of either five (5) or seven
(7) members selected from the boards of directors from the
affected distrigfs and receiving districts based on the proportion of
the student population of each-gf the affected districts and
receiving.districts before co;solidation or annexation;

13.04.2 Designate the existing board of directors of one (1) affected district
in a censolidation or the existing board of directors of the receiving
district in an annexation as the interim board of directors; or

13.04.3 Determine that an interim board of directors is not necessary and
may-desighate the existing board of directors of one (1) affected
Adistrictin a consolidation or the existing board of directors of the
receiving district in an annexation to remain as the permanent

s¢hool board of directors.

If the wx}';ten agreement prescribes the formation of an interim board of directors,
the'interim board of directors shall serve until the first school election after the
effective date of consolidation or annexation unless:

13.05.1 Any members of the permanent board of directors of the resulting
district or receiving district are elected from single-member zones,
then the interim board of directors may serve until the second
school election after the effective date of consolidation or
annexation under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416(c)(3)(B) and
Sections 13.03.2.1 and 13.03.2.2 of these rules; or
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13.05.2 All the members of the permanent board of directors of the
resulting district or receiving district are elected at-large, then the
written agreement may stagger the terms of the interim board of
directors, which shall be determined by lot so that no more than
two (2) members’ terms expire during any one (1) year.

If the written agreement prescribes formation of an interim board of directors, the
board of directors of the affected district before the consolidation or the affected
district and receiving district before annexation may determine isidepéndently
how to select members of the existing board of directors to sefve on the interim

board of directors by: P
%
13.06.1 The voluntary resignation of one (1) or mor¢.members of the
existing board of directors; V4
£ X
13.06.2 Selecting one (1) or more members.ofithe existing board of

directors by a majority vote of the schaol-board; or

13.06.3 Selecting one (1) oranore members of the existing board of
directors by a random|lot drawing.

If the written agreement in aﬁ administrative egrisolidation or an administrative
annexation under Ark. Code Ann. §\6—‘1\3-160§/ requires the formation of an
interim board of directors, the interim‘b,o;i%i of directors shall be established by
May 31 precedingjfh‘a effective date gf&ﬁle administrative consolidation or
administrative afinexation

An executed copy of the wittefh agreement shall be attached to the petition for
consolidation gi-annexatiop’submitted to the State Board.
¢

14.08.1 I;{f/the written agreement is approved by the State Board, the terms
of the written agreement shall be binding upon the affected
ditricts, receiving districts, and resulting districts, including the
interim and permanent school boards of directors.

13:08.2 A written agreement under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416 and
Section 13.00 of these rules shall not be effective without approval
from the State Board.

A consolidation or annexation petition approved by the State Board along with an

executed copy of the written agreement shall be filed with the:

13.09.1 County clerk of each county that contains school district territory
of each affected district, receiving district, or resulting district;

13.09.2 Secretary of State; and
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13.09.3 Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office.

An approved consolidation or annexation petition shall include a map of the
boundaries of the resulting district or receiving district.

An approved consolidation or annexation petition filed with the Secretary of State
and the Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office shall include a digital
map showing the boundaries of the resulting district or receiving district in a
format prescribed by the Arkansas Geographic Information Systefs Office.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416 P

14.00 FORMATION OF A PERMANENT BOARD OF DIRECﬁ"O‘]{S

14.01

14.02

14.03

14.04

14.05

14,06

A
A permanent board of directors shall have eithef. five (5) or seveh (7)/1,116mbers
unless the school district is allowed to have nine (9) members under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-13-634.

The length of the terms of the boardof directors may be for the time period
prescribed by law and:

/ ‘
14.02.1 Prescribed in the writt\enagreegent under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1416 and Section 13:00-of t;ese rules; or

14.02.2 Dﬁ(ermined lby the per/ga”anent board of directors.

At the first meeting of the permanent board of directors, the members shall
determine-the terms of thebdard of directors by lot so that not more than two (2)
members” terms expire duging any one (1) year.

4

Al vacancy opvthe board of directors shall be filled as prescribed by law,

I\ﬁ_sngle-mem)‘b‘,e’r’ election zones are not necessary to comply with the Voting
Rﬁ@"‘g\hts\A\st Qf’l 965 or with any other federal or state law, any or all of the
memberfy of the permanent board of directors may be elected at large.

A mihimum of five (5) members of a permanent board of directors shall be
elected from single-member election zones if one (1) or more of the following
applies:

14.06.1 Single-member election zones are required to comply with the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 or other federal law;

14.06.2 The resulting district or receiving district after consolidation or

annexation is required to be zoned under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
631 or other state law; or
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14.06.3 The boards of directors of the affected districts before
consolidation or the boards of directors of the affected districts and
receiving districts before annexation agree that the permanent
board of directors shall be elected from single-member election
zones.

14.07 If single-member election zones are necessary to comply with the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, other federal law, or state law, the resulting district-6r receiving

district shall:
/

14.07.1 Review the demographic makeup and ly@fﬁdaries;qfﬁe zones
based on the latest decennial census data ofthe resulting district or
receiving district after consolidation or annexation ancyrezone the
resulting district or receiving djsfrict as necessary to comply with
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, other federal law, or state law;

14.07.2 Complete the election ¥€zoning no later than one hundred twenty
(120) calendar days &efore the second school election following
the effective date/of the consolidation or annexation; and

14.07.3 No later than{)ne\hynﬂpedtw y (120) calendar days before the
second school election following the effective date of the
consolidation or annexatio;ﬁ,/ﬁle a digital map, in a format
preseribed by the Arkg}lé’as Geographic Information Systems
Ojfﬁce, detﬁfilingwﬁg',election zone boundaries of the resulting
district or receiving district with the:

7

14:07.3.1 Secretary of State;

Vs

i
/ A4.07.32 Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office;
and

14.07.3.3 County clerk of each county that contains school

district territory of each affected district, receiving

< district, or resulting district.

Source: Ark: Code Ann. § 6-13-1417
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CHAPTER 3: ADMINISTRATIVE CONSOLIDATION AND
ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

15.00 ADMINISTRATIVE CONSOLIDATION LIST

15.01

By January 1 of each year, the Department-of Edueation Division of Elementary

and Secondary Education shall publish a:

15.01.1 List of all school districts with fewer than three hundred fifty (350)
students according to the school district average daily membership
in the school year immediately preceding ;h/é curfent/sr/chool year;
and ( 4

15.01.2 Consolidation list that includes all.school distrigts with fewer than
three hundred fifty (350) studepts aicgording to the school district
average daily membership in each of the two (2)/school years
immediately preceding the current schqol year;

s

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1602

16.00 ADMINISTRATIVE REORGANJZATION

16.01

16.02

16.03:

Any school district included in theHeiaaﬁmeﬂ{t—ef-Edueaﬁenls Division of

Elementary and Secondary Education’s cofisolidation list under Ark. Code Ann. §
6-13-1602 may v 'Iu‘ht\arily/' agree to ?x’ﬁnistratively consolidate with or be
annexed to another school district ordistricts in accordance with the requirements
and limitations of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603 and Section 16.00 of these rules.
7
Any schoql‘di\s,\ﬁ‘i‘ct\qn the gonsolidation list choosing to voluntarily
administratively.consolidate or annex shall submit a petition for approval to the
Sfate Board\by{Marchﬂ immediately following publication of the list and shall set
iforth the terms of the administrative consolidation or annexation agreement in the
petition. If the'pétition is approved by the State Board, the administrative
cqnsoii\dﬁtio;q%r annexation shall be completed by May 1, to be effective July 1
immediately following the publication of the list required under Ark. Code Ann.
§6-13-1602 and Section 15.00 of these rules.

Amny school district on the consolidation list that does not submit a petition under
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603(2)(2)(A) or Section 16.02 of these rules, or that does
not receive approval by the State Board for a voluntary consolidation or
annexation petition, shall be administratively consolidated by the State Board
with or into one (1) or more school districts by May 1, to be effective July 1
immediately following the publication of the list required under Ark. Code Ann.

§ 6-13-1602 and Section 15.00 of these rules unless the school district has been
granted a waiver under § 6-13-1613 and Section 29:00 28.00 of these rules.
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The State Board shall promptly consider petitions or move on its own motion to
administratively consolidate a school district on the consolidation list in order to
enable the affected school districts to reasonably accomplish any resulting
administrative consolidation or annexation by July 1 immediately following the
publication of the list required under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1602 and Section
15.00 of these rules.

The State Board shall not deny the petition for voluntary administrative
consolidation or annexation of any two (2) or more school districfs unless:

16.05.1 The provisions contained in the articles of/a’dmmlstrarive
consolidation or annexation would Vlolat’e state orfederal law; or

16.05.2 The voluntary consolidation or anpexation would not contribute to
the betterment of the educatiorko/\f students in the school district.

Any school district required to be administratively conblidatgﬁ"under Title 6,
Chapter 13, Subchapter 16 and Section”16.00 of these rules-shall be
administratively consolidated in such a manner as to create a resulting district
with an average daily membership meeting or exceeding three hundred fifty
(350).

All administrative consohdatlons or\@nncxatlons under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1603 and Section 16/0/0 of, these rules shall be accomplished so as not to create a
school district thg\hampers /delays, o;An any manner negatively affects the
desegregation of another sehool disfrict in this state.

In the administratively consolidated or annexed school districts created under
Title 6, Chapter 13, Subchapter 16 and Section 16.00 of these rules, the ad
valorem tax \rate/shall bedetermined as set forth under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1409 and Section 9.00" of these rules.

Nothmg in Afk Code Ann. § 6-13-1603 or Section 16.00 of these rules shall be
construed\to/lfequlre the closing of any school or school facility.

I\Ib“ admf}r/listratively consolidated or annexed resulting or receiving school district
shall‘have more than one (1) superintendent.

16.11, Any school district not designated as being in academic or fiscal distress for the

current school year and previous two (2) school years that administratively
receives by consolidation or annexation a school district designated by the State
Board as being in academic or fiscal distress at the time of consolidation or
annexation shall not be subject to academic or fiscal distress sanctions for a
period of three (3) years from the effective date of consolidation unless:
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16.11.1 The school district fails to meet minimum teacher salary
requirements; or

16.11.2 The school district fails to comply with the Standards for
Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts

issued by the Department-efEdueation Division of Elementary and

Secondary Education.

16.12 Noncontiguous school districts may voluntarily consolidate if the facilities and
physical plant of each school district:

: Vi A
16.12.1 Are within the same county, and the St%(: Board approves the
administrative consolidation; or /7
V4
16.12.2 Are not within the same county,fgn‘d the State Board approves the
administrative consolidation or admjnistrative annexation and finds

that:
Vi

16.12.2.1 The administrative consolidation or administrative
anriexation will result in the overall improvement in
¢ educational benefit to students in all of the
sc’hqdlgdistxiet—&'gWolved; or

16.122:2 The admi;ﬁﬁffative consolidation or administrative
annexatioh will provide a significant advantage in
transportation costs or service to all of the school
districts involved.

16.13 Contiguous«sclibbl\.districtsmlay administratively consolidate even if they are not
in the same county.
y il
16.14 ‘Jlié\provisions of Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1415 through 6-13-1417, and Sections
12.00 through 14.00 of these rules, shall govern the board of directors of each
rqulﬁng\djs,/n‘fct or receiving district created under this Title 6, Chapter 13,
Sﬁ%ghap}gr’ 16 and Section 16.00 of these rules.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603
17.00 RETENTION OF HISTORICAL RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS
17.01 Following the annexations or consolidations under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1601
et seq. effective prior to December 1, 2004, and prior to any consolidation,
annexation, detachment, approval of a conversion charter, or any other type of

reclassification or reorganization of a school district after December 31, 2004, a
receiving or resulting school district shall obtain and retain all student and
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historical records and documents from the affected school district, specifically
including, but not limited to:

17.01.1 Student transcripts;
17.01.2 Graduation records;
17.01.3 Minutes and other legal documents of the local board of directors;
17.01.4 Maps or boundary documents;
17.01.5 Sports records, trophies, and awards; 4
17.01.6 Employee records; and V4
17.01.7 Financial records.
Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1607 4
18.00 AUDIT REQUIRED

18.01

18.02

18.03

The Arkansas Legislative Alfdit shall conduet-a comprehensive financial review
of all the school district’s-financial matters for any school that is involved in
administrative consohaatiqn or admin‘istnﬁﬁve annexation or is otherwise
reorganized by t%sftate Board.

The comprehensive financial review shall begin no less than ten (10) days after
the earliest.of:

/annexation list under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1602;

1 %02.1 }hepqﬁjf:ﬁtion of the district’s name on the consolidation and
1\8:0\2\;2\ Tﬁe filing of a petition for voluntary administrative consolidation
# or administrative annexation; or

18:02.3 The adoption of a motion by the State Board to consolidate, annex,
or otherwise reorganize a school district designated as being in
academic or fiscal distress.

Beginning on the date of publication of the consolidation list under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-13-1602 and Section 15.00 of these rules each year, the Department-of
Edueation Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall have authority
to oversee all fiscal and accounting-related matters of all school districts on the
consolidation list and shall require those school districts to have accurate records
necessary to close all books within sixty (60) days after the end of the fiscal year.
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18.03.1 No contract or other debt obligation incurred by a school district
for which the department-Division has oversight authority under
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1608 and Section 18.00 of these rules shall
be valid or enforceable against a resulting school district unless the
contract or other debt obligation is preapproved in writing by the
Commissioner of Education or his or her designee.

18.04 Any school that is involved in an administrative consolidation or administrative
annexation shall have an audit started within thirty (30) days of tiie completion of
the closing of the books by the school district.

18.05 The Department-ofEdueation Division of Elementary and Secondar/y Education
and the Arkansas Legislative Audit shall jointly develop t‘h@ scope andxletalls of
the comprehensive fiscal review consistent with thie requirements of érk Code
Ann. § 6-13-1608 and Section 18.00 of these 1}1&3@\.\

18.06 A school district may not incur debt without the prior@writtendpproval of the
Department-of Edueation Division of Elementary and Secoridary Education if the
school district is identified by the Départment-ofEdueation Division of
Elementary and Secondary Edueationunder Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1602(1) and
Section 15.01.1 of these rule‘gfas havmg fewer thap’three hundred fifty (350)
students according to the school dgstﬁct avera%e da11y membership in the school
year immediately preceding the currqn‘t\scggo year.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6—13;1:508
V.
19.00 PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL SCHOOL ARTIFACTS
19.01 Following the administrative >oOnsolidations or administrative annexations under
Ark. Code Ann. §§.6-13- 1601 —6-13-1603, 6-13-1604 [repealed], and 6-13-1605
Lli'%fealed] effective beforée December 1, 2004, and before any consolidation,
Inexation, detachmefit, approval of a conversion charter, or any other type of
reclassificatign or reorganization of a school district after December 31, 2004, a
réceiving disttictor resulting district shall obtain, retain, preserve, and, as
agpropu\ate dﬁsplay historical artifacts of the affected district in the same manner
y as\if the hlStOI‘lC&l artifacts were those of the receiving district or resulting district.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1609

20.00 FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR DEBTS ACQUIRED AS A RESULT OF
INVOLUNTARY CONSOLIDATIONS

20.01 As used in Section 20.00 of these rules:
20.01.1 “Accounts payable” means a debt owed by a school district on

June 30 immediately prior to administrative consolidation,
excluding bonded indebtedness or other long-term debt;
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20.01.2 “Act 60 school district” means a school district that was on the
consolidation list under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1602 and Section
15.00 of these rules and was involuntarily consolidated under Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-13-1603(a)(3) and Section 16.03 of these rules;

20.01.3 “Available funding” means funds that are available to a school
district for paying accounts payable or are reasonably expected to
be collected and available for payment of accourts_payable;

20.01.4 “Excess accounts payable” means accourl%s Dayable ofan Act 60
school district that exceed available fundmg, and

20.01.5 “Improper expenditure exceptions?means an €froneous
expenditure of federal or state fifads. that is noted’as an audit
exception and has been determined by -the Depastment-of
Edueation Division of Elementary and Seconddry Education to
require an expenditure.f funds by the resulting school district to
be correct. /

If on July 1, 2004, or thereaffet, the State Board required an involuntary
administrative consolidation under Ark.-Code ngn § 6-13-1603(a)(3) and Section
16.03 of these rules and the resulting district assumed excess accounts payable or
improper expenditure’exceptions 1ncurred”f§y the Act 60 administratively
peorsarized scho ol district/before the fﬁly 1 administrative consolidation date that
would have caused deficit'spending. 1f paid from the funds of the Act 60
admaﬁ-s-ﬁﬂﬁ-velv—iﬂeeidgam%ed district, the Department-ofEdueation Division of
Elementary and Secondary. Edlfcatlon shall provide supplemental funding to the
resulting district.

S
The amountgef;tﬂe supplemental funding provided under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1610(b) and Section 20.02 of these rules shall be equal to the amount of the
excessaccountspayable and improper expenditure exceptions assumed by the
rQSult‘in\g\scho”él district.

20:03.1 The amount of accounts payable, excess accounts payable,

improper expenditure exceptions, and available funding shall be

determined by the Pepartment-of Edueation Division of

Elementary and Secondary Education based on information
provided in a final audit and other verifiable fiscal information

available to the Pepartment-of Edueation Division of Elementary

and Secondary Education.

20.03.2 The audit of an Act 60 administratively-reorganized school district
required under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1610 and Section 20.00 of
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these rules shall be completed within the time under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-20-1801(d) for school districts in fiscal distress.

20.03.3 No supplemental funding shall be paid under this section until after
completion of a final audit by the Arkansas Legislative Audit or a
private certified public accountant that may conduct school district
audits under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1801.

20.04 Beginning on the date of the publication of the consolidation listfindér Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-13-1602 and Section 15.00 of these rules each year,the Depattmentof
Edueation Division of Elementary and Secondary Educaticf shall hgve authority
to oversee all fiscal and accounting-related matters of al ‘school’disﬁicts on the
consolidation list and shall require these school districts toshave accurate records
necessary to close all books within sixty (60) days’of the end-of the ﬁ;c’al year.

20.04.1 No contract or other debt oblig';tiOH\ihcurred by A school district
for which the Department-of Edueation Divisipﬁ of Elementary
and Secondary Educatidh has oversight authority under Ark. Code
Ann, § 6-13-1610 and Section 20.00 of these rules shall be valid or
enforceable against a resulting district unless the contract or other
debt obligatiq;ﬁs ‘preapproved in writing by the Commissioner of
Education or his ox‘he;desigﬂeﬁ.—

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-16 1)
21.00 ANNUAL REPORTS

21.01 By Octoher 1 of each year; thefesulting district or receiving district of any school
district that-was administratively consolidated or administratively annexed under
Ark. Code Ann. 8§ ﬁJ3}T60l —6-13-1603, 6-13-1604 [repealed], and 6-13-1605
j/répealed] shall file a 4vritten report with the House Interim Committee on
\I:ldhcation, the Senate Interim Committee on Education, and the Depattment-of
E—dﬂe&&eﬂ Division of Elementary and Secondary Education indicating;

21.01.1 ) What efforts were made and the results of those efforts for
inclusion of parents from the affected district in the receiving
district’s or the resulting district’s activities, including without
limitation:
21.01.1.1 Parent-teacher associations;

21.01.1.2 Booster clubs; and

21.01.1.3 Parent involvement committees;
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The number and percentage of students from the affected districts
participating in an extracurricular activity, itemized by each
extracurricular activity offered by the school district and, for each
activity, which school district the student attended before
reorganization; and

The employment status of each administrator by name, gender, and
race before the administrative annexation or administrative
consolidation, which school employed the administrator before
administrative consolidation, and his or her employment status in
the receiving district or the resulting distri/gt%“

21.02 The Department-efEdueation Division of Elementary and\Seconda‘r\{ Ed:u'catlon
shall develop or approve a survey to be used by the resulting*or. ;’eceiying districts
to capture perceptual data from parents and st};dgﬁts regarding their opinions on:

21.02.1

21.02.2

receiving district; and #

The efforts, if any; that were made to include parents from the
affected distrief intheiteceiving orresulting district’s activities,
including, but notimited te; parent-teacher associations, booster
clubs, and parent inVQI\Vemglt committees.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6—13;!_{51\1

P

22.00 ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTERS
7

22.01 The purpose-of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1612 and Section 22.00 of these rules is
e~

to:
4

'22.01.1

22.01.2

22.01.3

Prevent students who attend administratively consolidated or
administratively annexed schools from returning home to

¢ communities with little or no opportunities for supplemental

academic support;

Increase opportunities for access to library materials, academic
resource materials, and educational technology for these students
within their local communities; and

Help advance academic performance for these students by
providing opportunities for homework and tutorial assistance based

on the Arkansas ewrricntumframeworks academic standards.

22.02 An academic support center may be established in communities whose schools
have been closed by administrative consolidation or administrative annexation
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under Title 6, Chapter 13, Subchapter 16 of the Arkansas Code to fulfill the
objectives identified in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1612(a) and Section 22.00 of these

rules.

22.03 The Department-efEdueation Division of Elementary and Secondary Education
shall report annually to the House Interim Committee on Education and the
Senate Interim Committee on Education regarding the establishment of academic
support centers and their effectiveness.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1612

p W
CHAPTER 4: CONSOLIDATION AND ANNEXATION Il\LG\EN TIVE FUNDING

23.00

24.00

DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO CONSOLIDATION AND ANN EXA}[‘ION
INCENTIVE FUNDING

For the purposes of Sections 23.00 through 25.00 of these rules;the following definitions
apply: <7

23.01 “Annexation” includes both Annexatien and Administrative Annexation as defined
in Section 3.00 of these Rule;.'._

23.02 “Consolidation” includes beth Consolidation and Administrative Consolidation as

defined in Section 3,00 ofthese Rules.
/

23.03 “Foundation Fun(ﬁng"\meghsanmﬁglﬁt of money specified by the General
Assembly for each schogl year to be expended by school districts for the
provision-ef an adequate educafion for each student.

23.04 “Per Student Foundatlon Fupnding Amount” means a dollar amount established by
the General Ass /embly to”ﬁe multiplied by the ADM of the previous school year
fo/r the dlstrict/foundaﬁon funding.

23.05 “Fundlng FactOx”’means a factor established by the ArkansasDepartmentof

ae2 Division of Flementary and Secondary Education
(DlVlSlog Q/to ensure that the calculated funding does not exceed the funds
avaﬂable for consolidation/annexation incentive funding.

GUIDELINES FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF CONSOLIDATION AND
ANNEXATION INCENTIVE FUNDING

24.01 The distribution of consolidation and annexation incentive funding is dependent
upon appropriation and funding by the Arkansas General Assembly.

24.02 Consolidation/annexation incentive funding shall be determined as follows:

24.02.1 One hundred percent (100%) of the incentive allowance computed
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24.02.2

24.02.3

24.02.4

24:02.5

24.02.6

005.23

as provided in these rules shall be in addition to the school
district’s aid the first year of consolidation/annexation. The second
year of consolidation/annexation the district shall receive fifty
percent (50%) of the consolidation/annexation incentive funding
received by the district in the previous year in addition to other
state aid. Beginning in the third year and each year thereafter no
consolidation/annexation incentive funding shall be provided. The
consolidation/annexation incentive is intended to supplement the
customary state aid the districts would have received had the
consolidation/annexation not occurred.

}
For those school districts not required t {£ consol@ﬂgtt:d/annexed
in the current school year, if two (2) district§.consolidate or one (1)
district is annexed to another scho@l district, multiply the prior year
ADM of the smaller district by the per student foindation funding
amount, then by the funding factor, where the minimum ADM
applicable is one hundred (100) and the maximiim ADM
applicable is three hundfed (300).

For those school districts required to be consolidated/annexed in
the current sch()\ol\yeafr' if two (2).districts consolidate or one (1)
district is annexed\;oanothersc}hool district, multiply the prior year
ADM of the smaller d1§tr1ct by the per student foundation funding
amounf, then by the fundlng factor, where the minimum ADM

appl 1Cable is one hundred (100) and the maximum ADM
applicables three Fundred (300).

For those sshoo! districts not required to be consolidated/annexed

iirthe current school year, if three (3) districts consolidate or two

g}% districts are annexed to a third school district, multiply the total

4prior year ADM of the two (2) smaller districts by the per student

foundation funding amount, then by the funding factor, where the

irfinimum ADM applicable is one hundred (100) and the maximum
¥ ADM applicable is four hundred (400).

For those school districts required to be consolidated/annexed in
the current school year, if three (3) districts consolidate or two (2)
smaller districts are annexed to another school district, multiply the
prior year ADM of the smaller district by the per student
foundation funding amount, then by the funding factor, where the
minimum ADM applicable is one hundred (100) and the maximum
ADM applicable three hundred (300).

For those school districts not required to be consolidated/annexed

in the current school year, if four (4) or more districts consolidate
or three (3) or more districts are annexed to another school district,
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multiply the total prior year ADM of all except the largest district

by the per student foundation funding amount, then by the funding
factor, where the minimum ADM applicable is one hundred (100)

and the maximum ADM applicable is five hundred (500).

24.02.7 For those school districts required to be consolidated/annexed in
the current school year, if four (4) or more districts consolidate or
three (3) or more districts are annexed to another school district,
multiply the prior year ADM of the smaller dis‘nggff)y per student
the foundation funding amount, then by the furiding factor, where
the minimum ADM applicable is one hunc/lr’e‘d\(,lb()) /91‘1& the
maximum ADM applicable is three hur}gted (300,

24.02.8 If a district is annexed by multiple/school distlicﬂt‘s, the)incentive
funding shall be computed as i};fSéctions 24.02.1 through 24.02.7
above. The incentive funding shallthen be prorated among the
receiving districts based upon the percentage of the annexed
district’s ADM received by each receiving district.

25.00 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

25.01

25.02

25.03

4 ;
Consolidation/annexation incentive funding-shall be distributed to either the
resulting district(s) established after¢consolidation or the receiving district(s) after
annexation. 7

/
Any district that‘flas\z;eéei;ffedconsgﬁgation/ annexation incentive funds and
subsequently dissolves shall be liable to the Department-of Edueation Division of

Elementary. and Secondary E‘gltfcation for the full or apportioned amount of
incentive fundingreceived Af any of the following conditions result due to the
¢

~

dissolutiony’ .~
y: P

'25.02.1 Districts are formed with substantially the same boundaries as the
former districts prior to consolidation or annexation;

25,02.2 ’ The ability of any district to desegregate or remain desegregated is
inhibited;
25.02.3 The ability of the State to ensure that students are provided a
quality education in an efficient manner is inhibited.

Any repayment due, as required in Section 25.02 above, shall be paid from the
assets of the district prior to dissolution of the district. The Department-of
Edueation- Division of Flementary and Secondary Education may withhold, from
any state funding due the district, the amount of repayment funds or a portion
thereof.
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25.04 In the event full repayment is not made as required under Section 25.02 above, the
Department-of Edueation Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall
withhold from those districts that are formed as a result of the dissolution, future
state funding in the amount of the repayment owed. The repayment shall be
apportioned among the districts on a per ADM basis unless the Department-of
Edueation- Division determines that such apportionment would be inequitable. In
such case, the State Board shall apportion the repayment among the districts upon
an equitable basis.

STATE BOARD HEARING PROCEDURES - VOLUNTARY
CONSOLIDATIONS AND ANNEXATIONS p

26.01 All persons wishing to testify before the State Board sﬁall‘ﬁnst be placed under
oath by the Chairperson of the State Board. V4

£
26.02 The spokesperson(s) for the petitioning school districts shall haye a total of
twenty (20) minutes to present the school districts’ remarks. The State Board may
allow more than twenty (20) minutes if necessary.

26.03 The spokesperson(s) for any individual or group of citizens that opposes the
petition shall have a total of pwenty (20) minutes to°present the remarks of the
individual or group of citizens. The State -Bea}r/d’may allow more than twenty (20)
minutes if necessary.

26.04 The spokesperson(s)-for the petitioning’school districts shall have a total of ten
(10) minutes to present clésing remarks to the State Board. The State Board may
allow more than ten (10) minutes if necessary.

26.05 The spokesperson(s) for any individual or group of citizens that opposes the
petition shalll_\live\a\total of‘ten (10) minutes to present closing remarks to the
Sglte Board: 'I/hngtate" Bbard may allow more than ten (10) minutes if necessary.

7 ¢

26.06 ‘,T;}i‘e\State Boagrd shall then discuss, deliberate and vote upon the matter of

approving or (‘}étn”ying the school districts’ petition.

7
26.07 Ifit deelys/necessary, the State Board may take the matter under advisement and
-announce its decision at a later date, provided that all discussions, deliberations
and votes upon the matter take place in a public hearing.

26.08, The State Board shall issue a written order concerning the matter.

STATE BOARD HEARING PROCEDURES - INVOLUNTARY
CONSOLIDATIONS AND ANNEXATIONS

27.01 All persons wishing to testify before the State Board shall first be placed under
oath by the Chairperson of the State Board.
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27.02 The spokesperson(s) for the Department-efEdueation-Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education shall have a total of twenty (20) minutes to present the

Department-of Edueation’s Division’s remarks. The State Board may allow more

than twenty (20) minutes if necessary.

27.03 The spokesperson(s) for any individual or group of citizens that opposes the
annexation or consolidation shall have a total of twenty (20) minutes to present
the remarks of the individual or group of citizens. The State Board may allow
more than twenty (20) minutes if necessary.

27.04 The spokesperson(s) for the Department-ef Edueation Di\;ié‘ion s‘hay)lave a total
of ten (10) minutes to present closing remarks to the S}dte\Board‘.\ The State
Board may allow more than ten (10) minutes if necessary.

V4

27.05 The spokesperson(s) for any individual or groyp of citizens that, ‘oppo‘ges the
annexation or consolidation shall have a total of ten (10) minutés to present
closing remarks to the State Board. The State Boardmay allo more than ten
(10) minutes if necessary.

27.06 The State Board shall then discuss, deliberate and vote upon the matter of
approving or denying the schaol distficts’ petition#

27.07 If it deems necessary, the-State Board may take the matter under advisement and
announce its decisionfaf"a{afbr date, proy‘fd%d that all discussions, deliberations
and votes upon typjmatter take place ip‘a public hearing.

27.08 The State Board shall issue.a written order concerning the matter.

CHAPTER 5: WAIVERS
P

Y / ' o
28.00 MINIMUM SCHOOI/DISTRICT SIZE WAIVER

28.01 A\ schbol district’that is placed on the consolidation list published by the
partients / iort Division of Elementary and Secondary Education under
§ 6-13-1602(2) may annually request a waiver from the average daily
membership requirement of three hundred fifty (350) students from the State
Board of Education.

28.024 A school district shall submit a petition for a waiver to the State Board no later
than thirty (30) days after the consolidation list is published. The petition for
waiver shall include:

28.02.1 The average daily membership of the school district in the current
school year;
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28.04

28.05
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28.02.2 A statement that the school district is not in probationary status for
any violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Pubie
Public Schools and School Districts;

28.02.3 A copy of the school district’s current year budget and any fiscal
audit conducted within the previous two years; and

28.02.4 A statement of assurance that the school district is not currently
classified in academic distress, fiscal distress, or facilities distress.

The State Board shall render a decision to either grant or e’j’ect\a\pe;i/t'i"on for
waiver that is received by a school district within fort};ﬁve (45)days of receipt.

The State Board shall grant a petition for a waiverif it is deanstrate/@l/by the
school district that:

28.04.1 The school district is not currently classified in‘academic distress,
fiscal distress, or facilities distress;

28.04.2 The school distriet is not in probationary status for a violation of
the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and
School Districts;

28.04.3 The academic! facilities\ow;ﬁ}ed and operated by the school district
a%fadequate as evideq;é’d by the school district’s facilities master

plan;and. »

28.04.4 « It is in the bestifiterest of the students in the school district to keep
the-school district open due to the length of potential time spent on
the bus by"a student traveling to and from school should the school

district’be administratively reorganized, as assured by the school
board of directors of the school district requesting the waiver.

The State Bodrd may revoke a waiver that has been granted to a school district at
anytimej £it is found that the conditions under § 6-13-1613(b)(2)(A) and Section
28:04 of these rules change. A hearing shall be conducted using the following
procedures:

28.05.1 All persons wishing to testify before the State Board shall first be
placed under oath by the Chairperson of the State Board.

28.05.2 The spokesperson(s) for the Department-ofEdueation Division of

Elementary and Secondary Education shall have a total of twenty
(20) minutes to present the Department-of Edueation’s Division’s
remarks. The State Board may allow more than twenty (20)
minutes if necessary.
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28.05.4

28.05.5

28.05.6

28.05.7

28.05.8
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The spokesperson(s) for the district shall have a total of twenty
(20) minutes to present the district’s remarks. The State Board
may allow more than twenty (20) minutes if necessary.

The spokesperson(s) for the Departiment-of Education Division

shall have a total of ten (10) minutes to present closing remarks to
the State Board. The State Board may allow more than ten (10)
minutes if necessary.

The spokesperson(s) for the district shall hade “a\total/df ten (10)
minutes to present closing remarks to theState Board. The State
Board may allow more than ten (10) nnnutes if necessary.»
&
. .
The State Board shall then discuss, deliberate and, vote upon the
matter of revoking the school districts? waiver.

If it deems necessary, tife State Board may take the matter under
advisement and annetince its decision at a later date, provided that
all discussions, deliberations and votes upon the matter take place

in a public hearing.

The State Board shall jssue /q written order concerning the matter.

28.06 A school district that\is granted a waiyer shall remain listed on the consolidation

list that is publis edmmuélly by the- Depm#ment—é—Eéue&t-}eﬁ Division of

Elementary and Secondary.Education.

Source: Ark. Code Ann. §-6-13=1613

Vs

/
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‘4’
APPENDIX

ATTACHMENTS PERTAINING TO éﬁNEXATIQN S AND CONSOLIDATIONS OF
SCHOOL DISTRICTS (NGN-!ADMH}HSTRATIVE)
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT(S) OF COUNTY INTO THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT OF COUNTY:

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION

COMES NOW the School District(s) of __ County and

the School District of County (Petigoﬁers), acting by and
through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, pursuant ng/:rk. Code K/nn § 6-13-
1401 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of Education{Board) to ﬁpprove}h‘e
annexation of the petitioning affected school district(s) into tﬁe petitioning recgiving

School District, and hereby would submit to the Board as follows: |

1. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-43-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit
and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit A/attaqﬁe& hereto, ?I’OOf of legally binding local board
resolutions to annex the + School Districf(xg)jﬁ'to thereceiving ~~ School
District as approved by a majorﬁy of fhe;’memﬁeliﬂft/he local boards of education of the

respective Petitioners.
2. Tge Petitioﬁers//l;ereb\y stibmit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B
’ Vo 4
attached heretq, proof of public notice of intent to petition this Board to annex the Petitioners

into the receiving, J' School District. Said public notice of intent to annex

(wﬁs)(vyasn@tj J\iublishéa in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation (or in a state newspaper
of daily circulation if local newspaper does not exist on weekly basis) of the affected districts for
a time period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the

filing of this petition with this Board.
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3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election following the petitioned
annexation, the receiving School District shall elect  local board members in
compliance with Ark Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1416 and 6-13-1417.

4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school districts are geographically
contiguous or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-contiguous annekation because
the annexation will result in (a) the overall improvement in the educatio;;ﬁ"bepéﬁt /}(’)’students in
all of the school districts involved, or (b) will provide a significant afvanfgg\e in transportation

V4
costs or service to all of the school districts involved based o;;ihiafollowing factual reasons:

y

5. The Petitioners S}1§mi1 that/they hereby’request through the State Board, an
Attorney General Opinion declaring whether the petitioned annexation will or will not hamper,
4
delay or in any manner nggativ\e}y affect the desegregation of another school district or districts
‘ %
A

in this state. U,p’cfn receipt, thé resulting opinion shall be incorporated herein and attached hereto

as Exhibit C.
y 6. Pu‘rsuant}to‘ ﬁrk. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit

and declarg.that theeffective date of this petitioned annexation shall be July 1, and that there

shall be only one local school board and one local superintendent of the receiving

~_ School District.

7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by the superintendent of the

affected school district(s), which is incorporated as Exhibit D, concerning the relevant status of
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any federal court-ordered supervision or jurisdiction of desegregation cases involving the
affected districts.

8. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit E
attached hereto, the written agreement required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the annexatigh of the

School District(s) of County into the reg/eﬁing‘
School District of County; that{t isste an Orderdissolving

the affected school district(s) and establishing the receiving Schovl District; that it

issue an Order establishing the boundary lines of the receiving schoal district? and that it file its
Vs

Order with the County Clerks of and # Counties, Arkansas, with the

Secretary of State and with the Arkansas Gedgraphic Information’Systems_Office.

Respectfully ;ugmitted,

i School District
County
/
By:
4 £ Superintendent Date
President, School Board Date
____School District
County
By:
Superintendent Date
President, School Board Date
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT(S) OF COUNTY AND THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT OF COUNTY:

PETITION FOR CONSOLIDATION

COMES NOW the _____School District(s) of ~__County and

the ~ School District of County (Pe/,t/it‘/fongr\s\),, g/dti}ng by and

) ey
through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, pursuant to Ark., Code Ann..§ 6-13-
&

1401 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of Education (Board) to approve the

consolidation of the Petitioners into the resulting Schiool Digtrict, and hereby
4

would submit to the Board as follows:
1. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. 0§£-1\3-11401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit
and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit-A attached\hcre;o, f>roof of legally binding local board

resolutions to consolidate the and School District(s) into the

resulting School District as.approved by a majority of the members of the local
7

boards of education of therespective Petitioners.
7
VZ
2 The Petition@r,éﬁereby’ submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B

attached hereto, praof.of publi/ip?’notice of intent to petition this Board to consolidate the

Peﬁ;{@ﬁ@rs\mto the resu}ti—ng School District. Said public notice of intent to
consolidate (was)(was not) published in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation (or in state
newspaper offfocal daily circulation if local newspaper does not exist on weekly basis) of the
affected districts for a time period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks

immediately prior to the filing of this petition with this Board.
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3. The Petitioners submit that at the proper school election following the petitioned
consolidation, the resulting School District shall elect  local board members in
compliance with Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1416 and 6-13-1417.

4. The Petitioners submit that their respective school districts are geographically
contiguous or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-contiguous consélidation
because the consolidation will result in (a) the overall improvement in tge%ducatjggal' benefits to
students in all of the school districts involved, or (b) will provide a signi\ﬁ\Qant advaufag/e?in

V4

transportation costs or service to all of the school districts 1n¥ﬁivéd based on the following

factual reasons:

5. The Petitioners submit theit\the; hereby request through the State Board, an
Attorney General Opiniop:declaring whe;her the petitioned consolidation will or will not
hamper, delay of in any mann’e’r//nega‘tively affect the desegregation of another school district or
districts in this state. Upon r;:i;e/ipt, the resulting opinion shall be incorporated herein and
attachéd hereto as ‘"‘Exhib,it"é

6. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit
and declare that the effective date of this petitioned consolidation shall be July 1, and that there

shall be only one local school board and one local superintendent of the resulting

School District.
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7. The Petitioners hereby submit an affidavit of facts by the superintendent of the
affected school districts, which is incorporated as Exhibit D, concerning the relevant status of
any federal court-ordered supervision or jurisdiction of desegregation cases involving the
affected districts.

8. The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition asFxhibit E
attached hereto, the written agreement required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-;}4 1416

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve thg consolidation of the

7
School District(s) of County and the' Scl(ool District

of County into the resulting School District; thdt it issue an Order
7

dissolving the affected school districts and establisﬁimg the resulting school district; that it issue

an Order establishing the boundary lines of the tesulting school district; and that it file its Order

with the County Clerks of the and Counties, Arkansas,

with the Secretary of State and with the Afkansas Gepgraphic Information Systems_Office.
_ o5 ¥

Respectfully submitted,
School District
4
County
By:
Superintendent Date
President, School Board Date
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School District
County
Superintendent Date
President, School Board L, Da\té\/ |
7
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Exhibit A
SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION
COMES NOW the - _School District Board acting by and through its
Superintendent duly authorized and do herein declare:

A special or regular school board meeting was held on 220

wherein a quorum was present and a majority of the board membership yéted to-approve the
q p jority yoreag@ap]

: N/
consolidation/annexation of the ___School District with the

. . . TN . . N /
School District, and the minuteg0f said meeting reflect such.

Therefore, this document is to serve as the formal resolution of the School
i

District Board of Directors, pursuant to Arkansas law, that said consolidation/annexation is

hereby approved.
School District
of 4 County
By:
o ~ Superintendent Date
BY:
President, School Board Date
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EXHIBIT D

AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING DESEGREGATION ORDERS

COMES NOW the School District, acting by and

through its Superintendent, and hereby states and represents to the State Board of Education that,

to the best of my knowledge, the Sehool District

7 A
currently (circle one) (is)(is not) involved in desegregation litigation };15 United States Federal
Court or is under the continuing jurisdiction of a United States E¢deral CourtOrder ;;egarding
/ "
desegregation of a public school or schools (see "*" at bottom of\affidavit).

Further the affiant sayeth not. r

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I hereunto s¢t my hand this day of ,
20

Supex;i’htenden_‘g ¥4

COUNTY of
STATE OF ARI;ANSAS /

Sworn ‘and'subscribed before me, Notary Public, this day of ,20

Notary Public

My Commssion expires:

* =1If you answered, "is involved in desegregation litigation, etc.” above, please attach a copy of
any applicable Court orders or other relevant documentation.
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Va
APPENDIX B

V4

ATTACHMENTS PERTAINING TO ADMINISTRé’I:IVE ANN EXATIO&S AND
CONSOLIDATIONS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT(S) OF COUNTY INTO THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT OF COUNTY:

PETITION FOR VOLUNTARY ADMINISTRATIVE ANNEXATION

COMES NOW the “School District(s) of County and
Y
the School District of County (Petitioners), acting’by and
V4

. . . ] & . /
through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, pufsuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1601 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of Education (Beatd) to approve the
voluntary administrative annexation of the petitioning affected school district(s) into the

petitioning receiving Schggl';Distri’Ct, and hereby would submit to the Board as

follows:

1. Pursuant to Ark. ’goﬂe Ann. § 6-13-1 9}0”1/ et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit
and incorporate in this petition as Exh\ibé\A attached hereto, proof of legally binding local board
resolutions to annex the ] Sgh@@l District(s) into the receiving School
District as appro{ed by a majﬁf‘/i/ty ofthe members of the local boards of education of the
respective Petitibﬁqré;

y 2 The Petiﬁon/érs hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B
attached‘l*i\@teto, (submit only if public notice was published in the newspaper) proof of public

notice of intent to petition this Board to annex the Petitioners into the receiving

School District. Said public notice of intent to annex (was)(was not) published in the local
newspaper(s) of general circulation (or in a state newspaper of daily circulation if local

newspaper does not exist on weekly basis) of the affected districts for a time period of no less
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than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the filing of this petition

with this Board.
3. The Petitioners submit that the average daily membership in each of the two (2)
school years immediately preceding the school year were and for the
School District and and for the 8¢hool District.

4. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603(b), the Petitiong/rsi‘4 submit ‘g}id
i . /N .
incorporate an affidavit of proof as Exhibit C that the previous average &atly membership of the
V4
. ) &
affected school districts was a combined average daily memgctsh1p of for the

school year, which is an average daily membership meeting or efceeding three

hundred fifty (350) total students.

5. The Petitioners submit that aytétilé\proper school elettion following the petitioned
annexation, the receiving _Sehool Dishq'dt\shzg’l élect local board members in

compliance with Ark. Code An;li’\§ §.6-1341416 and 9/41’3-141 7.

6. The Petitioners submit that.their respective school districts are geographically
contiguous or that the Bogrd should appl;oy’e the petitioned non-contiguous annexation because
the annexation will result in\.({)/‘t/he overall improvement in the educational benefit to students in
all of the school districts invc;leéd, or (b) will provide a significant advantage in transportation

N 7
co‘sgg or’service to all of)th’e school districts involved based on the following factual reasons:
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7. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through the State Board, an
Attorney General Opinion declaring whether the petitioned annexation will or will not hamper,
delay or in any manner negatively affect the desegregation of another school district or districts
in this state. Upon receipt, the resulting opinion shall be incorporated herein and attached hereto
as Exhibit D.

8. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1601 et seq., the Petigéﬁer\s \her%/bly’ submit
and declare that the effective date of this petitioned annexation shall ge Jﬁ{y 1, , and

Vs

that there shall be only one local school board and one local gdperintendent of'the reéeiving

School District.

v
9. If Petitioners are claiming Isolated 8chool status, Petitioners hereby submit that

the School District(s) quali/ﬁzhas‘\anii“solaged, schodl as certified by the attached

affidavit of Isolated School Status incorporated in thié\pet//l;jcio'r’l as Exhibit E attached hereto.

10. The Petitioners Il/eféby submit an afﬁ/c}afvit of facts by the superintendent of the
affected school district(s), which is incq;porat;d as Exhibit F, concerning the relevant status of
any federal court-ordered supétvision or fjuﬁsdiction of desegregation cases involving the
affected districtéf /

11. ’Ihe\P\etitionexijereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit G
att%gﬁéd’hercto, the Wrip,en agreement required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the annexation of the

School District(s) of County into the receiving
School District of County; that it issue an Order dissolving
the affected school district(s) and establishing the receiving School District; that it

issue an Order establishing the boundary lines of the receiving school district; and that it file its

DESE 323-48



Order with the County Clerks of

005.23

and Counties, Arkansas, with the

Secretary of State and with the Geographic Information Systems Office.

Respectfully submitted,

School District
~ County
Y
Superintendent Date
rg
uA —
President, School Beatd Date
rs
School District
Cetinty
Superig}e':‘fdent Date
President, School Board Date
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN THE MATTER OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOL
DISTRICT(S) OF COUNTY AND THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT OF COUNTY:

PETITION FOR VOLUNTARY ADMINISTRATIVE CONSOLIDATION

COMES NOW the School District(s) of " County and

Vi VY
the School District of County g/}’”g'tjtionefs)\, égting by and

through their respective Superintendent(s) duly authorized, purswant to Ark.<Code A}m § 6-13-
1601 et seq., and petition the Arkansas State Board of Educaﬁon{Bbard) to approve the
voluntary administrative consolidation of the Petitionérs into the resulfing:
School District, and hereby would submit to the’Board as follows:

1. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann.g 6-13-1601 et-seg,.r , the Petitioners hereby submit
and incorporate in this petition as E;;hi’t')‘it\A\\1 attached\helféfo, proof of legally binding local board

resolutions to consolidate the and _____School District(s) into the

resulting &chool District as apﬁoved by a majority of the members of the local
boards of educat%m of the‘r\eiP(,gctive);irgﬁ;tioners.

2. ‘f[;lié\Petitioner; };ereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit B
attached hereto, (éubmﬁ‘on}fif public notice was published in the newspaper) proof of public

noﬁce‘Qf‘intent; tb\p\ctiti%)/n this Board to consolidate the Petitioners into the resulting

_ABchool District. Said public notice of intent to consolidate (was)(was not)

published in the local newspaper(s) of general circulation (or in state newspaper of local daily
circulation if local newspaper does not exist on weekly basis) of the affected districts for a time
period of no less than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks immediately prior to the filing

of this petition with this Board.
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3. The Petitioners submit that the average daily membership in each of the two (2)
school years immediately preceding the school year were and for the
School District and and for the School District.

4. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1603(b), the Petitioners submit and
incorporate an affidavit of proof as Exhibit C that the previous average daily membetship of the
affected school districts was a combined average daily membership of f%t‘he

L : ) /. ;
school year, which is an average daily membership meetingQr exceeding three
&

hundred fifty (350) total students.

5. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann, § 6-1 3-14}?6, the Petitioners-submiit that this
petitioned consolidation is pursuant to Ark. Code Ann § 6-13-1602 and that an interim local
board of seven (7) board members in accorggwiih Atk. Code Ann#§ 6-13-1416 shall be

established by , and the interim board ;hzﬁl be made up of board members of

the affected former districts in gg‘\pb,rtion to the stud/gif’s population in the former affected

districts.
+

6. The Petitioners submit th;a}tﬁi’t the first regular school election following the
petitioned conseﬁdation, thgé/,rfé/sqllting’ School District shall elect  local board
members by zon‘(_ed\él‘es:tionsEi;“/f:ompliance with Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-13-1416 and 6-13-1417.

= 7.... The Peti}'onirs submit that their respective school districts are geographically
contiguouig.or that the Board should approve the petitioned non-contiguous consolidation
because the ¢onsolidation will result in (a) the overall improvement in the educational benefits to
students in all of the school districts involved, or (b) will provide a significant advantage in

transportation costs or service to all of the school districts involved based on the following

factual reasons:
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8. The Petitioners submit that they hereby request through the State'Boatd, an
Attomey General Opinion declaring whether the petitioned consolidatio;{yﬁ/ﬂl‘dn w}ﬂ/not
hamper, delay or in any manner negatively affect the desegregation o? anather schogldistrict or
districts in this state. Upon receipt, the resulting opinion sha}libgiincorporated\hereig and
attached hereto as Exhibit D.

9. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann, § 6—134\6751 et seq., the Petitioners hereby submit
and declare that the effective date of this pe‘gtiohcd consolidation-8hall be July 1, ,

and that there shall be only one local school board‘anﬂ\on; Idcal superintendent of the resulting

School DiS}l?fCt.\

10.  If Petitioners are claimingIsolated School status, Petitioners hereby submit that
4

the Schaol Dlstnct(s) quahfy as isolated schools as certified by the attached

affidavit of Isolafed School, Sﬁ‘l{us incorporated in this petition as Exhibit E attached hereto.

11. Ihej’%titionerf/'lfereby submit an affidavit of facts by the superintendent of the
affeefed school distﬁct,)yhﬁzh 1s incorporated as Exhibit F, concerning the relevant status of any
federal court-ordered supervision or jurisdiction of desegregation cases involving the affected
districts.

12.  The Petitioners hereby submit and incorporate in this petition as Exhibit G

attached hereto, the written agreement required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1416.

DESE 323-52



005.23

WHEREFORE, Petitioners request that the Board approve the consolidation of the
School District(s)of ~~ County and the __School District
of County into the resulting School District; that it issue an Order
dissolving the affected school districts and establishing the resulting school district; that it issue

an Order establishing the boundary lines of the resulting school district; and thatif file its Order

with the County Clerks of the and _f,/Couﬁtieg{/Arkansas,

. VR
the Secretary of State and the Arkansas Geographic Information Systems-Office.
4
Respectfully subrhitted,

School Distfict
v
County
By:
Supeﬁn\tendglt Date
President, School Board Date
B School District
&
County
By:
- Superintendent Date
President, School Board Date
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Exhibit A

SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION

COMES NOW the School District Board acting by and through its

Superintendent duly authorized and do herein declare:

A special or regular school board meeting was held on

: . A, Y/
, wherein a quorum was present and a majority of the mggibcrshlp voted to approve

the consolidation/annexation of the Schoel District with the

V. X
School District, and the minutes of said meeting reflect such.

Therefore, this document is to serve as the formal resdlution of the School

District Board of Directors, pursuant to Arkansgs law, that said consolidation/annexation is

hereby approved.

School District

of 4 County

By:
> Superintendent Date
BY: S
President, School Board Date
/7
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Exhibit C

AFFIDAVIT OF AVERAGE DAILY MEMBERSHIP

COMES NOW the affiant, , Superintendent of the

School District, and having been duly sworn, states under oath as

follows:
. : ¢ &

1. The average daily membership (ADM) of the School

District, as that term is defined in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1601(4), was “students
7/

for the school year and students fox\tﬁe\ school year.

2. The combined average daily membersHip of the affected-school districts was

for the school year, an average daily membership meeting or exceeding

three hundred fifty (350) total students.

FURTHER, affiant says not.,

4
IN WITNESS WHERE6F,“Lﬁer¢unto;SQpry hand this day of
Superintendent
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County of
State of Arkansas

Sworn and subscribed before me, Notary Public, this day of

>

Notary Public

My Commission expires:
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Exhibit E

AFFIDAVIT OF ISOLATED SCHOOL STATUS

Comes the affiant, , Superintendent of the

School District, and having been duly sworn, states under oath as follows:

1. My name is . T am the Superintendent of the
Ve
- - School District. {
2. My business address is 4

3. I am aware that pursuant to Ark. Code Anﬁ. §6-20-601 a school district
must meet four (4) of five (5) criteria to qualify ag’an isolated schoot.

4. I am aware that pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602 an isolated school
must qualify as an isolated school distrigt undé‘r\-Ark.rCed,g«Ann. § 6-20-601 prior to the
administrative consolidation or g(nn‘exati‘on petitionedffor herein.

e

5. I hereby subfrlit that.pfier m_fhge?fective date of the administrative

consolidation or anngxation, the School District qualified as an

isolated schO}/)l district,and, therefor€, is entitled to the rights and privileges conferred on
4
an isolated\s¢hool pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-602.

6. Ihqréby?d/éclare that the School District qualifies

/for{tsoiated;§tams b’eycause the school district meets the following list of at least four (4)
of the ﬁv\@\(_/Sf) criteria of being an isolated school district: (circle appropriate responses
and provide relevant data in the blanks)

a. There is a distance of twelve (12) miles or more by hard-surfaced
highway from the high school of the district to the nearest adjacent high school in

an adjoining district. The distanceis
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b. The density ratio of transported students is less than three (3)
students per square mile of area. The density ratio is

c. The total area of the district is ninety-five (95) square miles or
greater. The total area is square miles.

d. Less than fifty percent (50%) of bus route miles are ofi hard-
surfaced roads. The percent of bus route miles on hard-surfa/ge”irOQd‘s\is

¢ /

e. There are geographic barriers such, 4§ lakes, rivers, and mountain

ranges which would impede travel to scho;ls that otherwiseé-would be appropriate

for consolidation, cooperative programs,.and shared services. The geographic

barriers are

7. Further the affiant sayeth not.

7
IN WITNESS WHEﬁEQF;\L,herexmiQ §efmy hand this ~dayof
, 7
/ /
Superintendent o
COUNTY OF
STATE OF ARKANSAS
Sworn and subscribed before me, Notary Public, this - day
of ,
Notary Public

My Commission expires:
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EXHIBIT F

AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING DESEGREGATION ORDERS

COMES NOW the School District, acting

by and through its Superintendent, and hereby states and represents to the State Board of

Education that, to the best of my knowledge, the -

School District currently (circle one) (is)(is not) involved in desegregation litigation/in a
£
. N % NP 4
United States Federal Court or is under the continuing Jugsglétlon of a United States

Federal Court Order regarding desegregation of a public schoolar school§(see "*" at
y
bottom of affidavit).

Further the affiant sayeth not.

IN WITNESS WHEREQ,F‘, Thereunto set‘my/ﬁand this day of

)

Superintendent

COUNTY of
STATE OF ARKANSAS

Sworm. and\shbsgfibed before me, Notary Public, this day of s
Ve

Notary Public

My Commission expires:

* = If you answered, "is involved in desegregation litigation, etc." above, please attach a
copy of any applicable Court orders or other relevant documentation.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 757 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/11/19
92nd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1573

By: Representative Cozart
By: Senator J. English

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND AND UPDATE VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE
ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC EDUCATION; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND AND UPDATE VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF
THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC
EDUCATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-11-125(b), concerning the use of
information technology to eliminate the amount of paperwork by the State

Board of Education, is repealed.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-11-126 is repealed.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573
Sl . 2d tonal Ref

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-11-127, is amended to read as follows:

6-11-127. School district boundaries.

The Gommissioner—eof Edueation Arkansas Geographic Information Systems
Office shall keep for the Commissioner of Education reeerds—showing

deseriptions—of each seheool distriet in the statey a map showing the school
districts with their boundariesy—theJleoecation—oftheschoolhouses,—and the

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1403(d)(2)(B), concerning the
conditions under which the State Board of Education may annex school

districts, is amended to read as follows:

(B) It shall be is the duty of the Department—of Eduecation

Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office to make changes in the maps of

the school districts to properly show the boundary lines of the receiving

distriet or districts.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1404(d)(2)(B), concerning the
conditions under which the State Board of Education may consolidate school

districts, is amended to read as follows:

(B) It shall-be is the duty of the Bepartment—eof Eduecstion

Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Office to make changes in the maps of

the school districts to properly show the boundary lines of the resulting

district or districts.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1414(d), concerning boundary changes
by the State Board of Education, is amended to read as follows:

(d) Upon an order from the state board to change or adjust boundary
lines, it shall be the duty of the Departmentof Eduecation Arkansas
Geographic Information Systems Office to immediately make changes in the maps

of the school districts ef—theeeunty to show the changes of boundaries.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-14-113 is repealed.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 6-15-202(f)(15), concerning development of

regulations and standards for accreditation, is repealed.

(15) 8 . 6—15-2009§ led] . 1ia1
insizeueizlensy

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-15-202(f)(22) and (23), concerning

development of regulations and standards for accreditation regarding health

education and oral health standards, are repealed.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-15-202(f)(31), concerning development of
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regulations and standards for accreditation regarding the qualifications for
valedictorian and salutatorian, is amended to read as follows:
(31) Section 6-18-101 concerning qualifications for

valedictorian and salutatorian, if applicable;

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-15-202(f)(35), concerning development of
regulations and standards for accreditation regarding attendance, is

repealed.

435)——Seetion6-—18-211l [repealed] concerning attendance—for
tents i 1 . 1 ! 1 (9-12)

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1005(f)(l), concerning safe,
equitable, and accountable public schools, is amended to read as follows:
(£)(1) All public schools will have a pregram plan of parental

involvement.

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1402(a), concerning the rules
regarding school performance reports, is amended to read as follows:

(a)(1l) In order to generally improve public school accountability, to
provide benchmarks for measuring individual school improvement, and to
empower parents and guardians of children enrolled in Arkansas public schools
by providing them with the information to judge the quality of their schools,
the Department of Education shall amnually prepare and publish annually a
school performance report for each imdiwidual public school in the state,

including without limitation the Arkansas School for the Deaf, the Arkansas

School for the Blind, and the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and

the Arts, and shall distributethe—repert—to notify the House Committee on

Education and the Senate Committee on Education of the availability of the

report on the department website no later than April 15 each year.

(2)(A) The school performance report for each school shall be
made available to every parent or guardian of a child in kindergarten through
grade twelve (K-12) in the public schools of Arkansas by posting the school
performance report for each school on the website of the department by April
15 each -ear srd—the—webeite—si—theseheel diatriacts dn which—the public
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

(B) Each school district shall post the school performance

report for each of its schools on the district’s website not later than ten

(10) days after it is posted on the department’s website.

SECTION 14. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1402(b)(2), concerning a school
performance report for elementary schools, is amended to read as follows:
(2) The school performance report for elementary schools shall:
(A) Include three-year trend data and allow parents or
guardians to compare the school’s performance with state and national
averages in areas and shall includeybut—netbe limited+teo, without
limitation the following measures:
(i) School safety;
(ii) Statewide student assessment results beginning

with grade three (3);

(iii) Licensed staff qualifications;

(iv) Total per-pupil spending;

(v) Assessment of the local taxpayer investment in
the school district;

(vi) Percentage of students eligible to receive free
or reduced-price meals;

(vii) Average salary of the staff; and

(viii) Average attendance rates for students; and

(B) 1Indicate separately whether:

(i) The school distributed the school’s student
discipline policy to parents;

(ii) The school’s teachers, administrators,
classified school employees, and volunteers have been provided with
appropriate student discipline training; and

(iii) The school district has adopted a parental

involvement plan in compliance with § 6-15-1702.

SECTION 15. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1704(a), concerning the annual review
of parental involvement plans, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Annually by Oeteber August 1, every school district shall review
and update the school district’s parental involvement plan and:

(1) File a copy of the plan with the Department of Education;
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

(2) Place a copy of the plan on the school district’s website;
and
(3)(A) Place a parent-friendly summary of the plan as a
supplement to the student handbook.
(B) The parent shall sign a form acknowledging receipt of
the summary and return the signed form to the school where the student is

enrolled.

SECTION 16. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2006(b) (1), concerning annual school
performance reports, is amended to read as follows:

(b) (1) A school district board of directors shall publish annually the
school performance report required by § 6-15-2101 on its website not later

than ten (10) days after it is posted on the department’s website, with the

option of also publishing it in the local newspapery by Oectober1l5—of-each

SECTION 17. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2202(b)(2), concerning access to

public school information on school improvement plans for school districts
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classified as in need of Level 5 — Intensive support, is amended to read as

follows:
(2) A parent-friendly explanation of+
(A} The 1 1 of r bei {ded . b1i
hool di e
(B)__TI ¢ 1 b1d hool in t] b1 hool
14 S 1

{6)—Why why the public school district is receiving Level
5 — Intensive support, a school is identified as in need of targeted or
comprehensive support, or the public school district is in fiscal distress
and what the public school district is doing to be removed from Level 5 —
Intensive support, to remove the school or schools within the public school
district from being identified as in need of targeted or comprehensive

support, or to be removed from fiscal distress;

SECTION 18. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2202(c)(l), concerning access to
public school information on school improvement plans and a school’s
compliance with the standards for accrditation, is amended to read as

follows:
(1) Directly monitors a school for compliance with standards and

for accreditation; or

SECTION 19. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2401(b), concerning review of

Arkansas Placement Status Reports and reports of students needing

remediation, is repealed.

SECTION 20. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(a), concerning the establishment

of educational renewal zones, is amended to read as follows:

(a) Effeetive July 1y 2004y any A public school, an education service

cooperative, or an institution of higher education is authorized to enter

into one (1) or more interlocal agreements through which they collaborate to
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improve public school performance and academic achievement.

SECTION 21. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(c)(l), concerning the
establishment of educational renewal zones to improve school performance and
achievement, is amended to read as follows:

(1) Identify and implement education and management strategies
designed specifically to improve public school performance and student

academic achievement throughout the State of Arkansas, with special focus on

the state’s most academically-distressed public schools in need of support;

SECTION 22. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(d)(3)(B)(ii), concerning the
establishment of educational renewal zones, is amended to read as follows:
(ii) A public school district designated classified

by the Department of Education as—a sehool in schoolimprovement—or—a—sechool
in a school distriet designated by the department as being in academie

distress need of Level 5-intensive support shall participate in an education

renewal zone if requested to do so by the department, and the division
working with the department shall establish priorities of establishing
education renewal zones for those schools, which shall be contingent on the

appropriation availability of funding for the renewal zones.

SECTION 23. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2502(d)(3)(C)(i) and (ii), concerning
the establishment of educational renewal zones for schools identified as at

risk or classified as in need of Level 5 — Intensive support, are amended to

read as follows:

(i) The school is elassified identified as a school
i at risk for

meeting school performance indicators for all students or for any one (1)
identified subpopulation under the Arkansas state eomplianee plan under the

No-GChild Left Behind-Aet—of 2001 Every Student Succeeds Act, 20-U-S-G+—§ 6301

et—seg+ Pub. L. No. 114-95;
(ii) The school lies within a school district

designated by the department classified by the State Board of Education as in
academiedistress—or finaneial distress need of Level 5 — Intensive support

under the A

Program Arkansas Educational Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et
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seq.;

SECTION 24. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2503(a), concerning inclusion of
schools within designated educational renewal zones, is amended to read as
follows:

(a)(l) The Division of Education Renewal Zones, the State Board of
Education, and the local school districts shall exercise due diligence to
assure, to the extent that funds are available, that each school elassified
identified as a school in scheool improvement need of support under the Ne
Child Left Behind -Aectof 2001 Every Student Succeeds Act, 20-U.S.GC-—§ 6301 et
seg—y—as—in—existence—on DPecember1, 2003 Pub. L. No. 114-95, is included in

a designated education renewal zone.

(2) The state board may promulgate rules establishing criteria

for the placement of schools in school imprevement need of support in a
designated education renewal zone if insufficient funds exist to place all

schools in school improvement need of support in a designated education

renewal zone.

SECTION 25. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2504(a) and (b), concerning school
improvement plans, are amended to read as follows:
(a) Each school participating in an education renewal zone shall

develop and implement a seheel school-level improvement plan.

(b) Each sehool school-level improvement plan shall at a minimum

include the following:
(1) Goals for improving student achievement;

(2) Measurable benchmarks for achieving student improvement

goals;

(3) A timeline for reaching goals in improving student

achievement; and

(4) Requirements for services to be provided by the education

renewal zone partners.

SECTION 26. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2605(e)(l) and (2), concerning the
application forms and procedures for the Rewarding Excellence in Achievement

Program, are amended to read as follows:

(e)(l) 1In order to participate in the Rewarding Excellence in
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Achievement Program, a public school district or public charter school must

shall have a

6-15-419(9) [repealed} a district support plan that outlines the role of the

district in supporting the Rewarding Excellence in Achievement Program.

(2) Before full implementation of a Rewarding Excellence in

Achievement plan, the comprehensive school improvement plan school-level
improvement plan of the public schooly—publie secheol-distriety or public

charter school shall include:

(A) Assessment and evaluation tools to measure student
performance and progress based on an achievement gains model;

(B) Performance goals and benchmarks for improvement;

(C) Measures of student attendance and completion rates;

(D) A rigorous professional development system censistent

(E) Measures of student, family, and community involvement

and satisfaction;

(F) A data reporting system about students and their
academic progress that provides parents and the public with understandable
information;

(G) A teacher induction and mentoring program for
probationary teachers that provides continuous learning and sustained teacher
support; and

(H) Substantial participation by teachers in developing

the Rewarding Excellence in Achievement plan.

SECTION 27. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2606(c)(1)(A), concerning the
contents of a Rewarding Excellence in Achievement plan regarding achievement
gains of students in a teacher’s class, is amended to read as follows:

(1) (A) Achievement gains of students in each teacher’s class on
student scores under the statewide student assessment pregram system
described in § 6—35-433 6-15-2907.

SECTION 28. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2606(c)(2)(A), concerning the
contents of a Rewarding Excellence in Achievement plan regarding achievement

gains of students on a school-wide basis, is amended to read as follows:
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

(2) (A) Achievement gains of students on a school-wide basis

under the statewide student assessment preogram system described in § 6—15-433
frepealed] 6-15-2907.

SECTION 29. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2606(c)(3) (A), concerning the
Rewarding Excellence in Achievement Program regarding a teacher evaluation,

is amended to read as follows:

(A) An individual objective teacher evaluation conducted
by the school principal that is aligned with the comprehensiwve—school
improvement—plan—and professional development plan described in § 6-15-2607;

and

SECTION 30. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2701(c)(2), concerning the use of
national school lunch state categorical funding for chronically
underperforming schools, is amended to read as follows:

(2) In a chronically underperforming school’s comprehensive

school school-level improvement plan, direct the use of national school lunch

state categorical funding for strategies to close gaps in academic
achievement, including without limitation:

(A) Using an Arkansas Scholastic Audit;

(B) Using disaggregated school data to set academic
improvement targets in reading, writing, mathematics, and science;

(C) Using improvement targets to define professional
development needs related to content, instruction, differentiation, and best
practices in educating special education students, gifted and talented
students, English language learners, and other student subgroups as needed;

(D) Developing interim building-level assessments to
monitor student progress toward proficiency on the state benchmark
assessments;

(E) Developing a plan to immediately address gaps in
learning;

(F) Examining and realigning, as needed, school
scheduling, academic support systems, and assignments of personnel; and

(G) Designing a plan for increasing parental knowledge and

skill to support academic objectives; and
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

SECTION 31. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2701(d)(l), concerning school

improvement plans for chronically underperforming schools, is amended to read

as follows:
(1) Monitoring scheeol school-level improvement plans; and

SECTION 32. Arkansas Code § 6-17-119(b)(7), concerning alternative pay
programs included in a school district’s comprehensive school improvement
plan, is amended to read as follows:

(7) The program is aligned—andlinkedto—each cchoolls
comprehensive school improvement included in the district’s support plan;

SECTION 33. Arkansas Code § 6-17-209(g), concerning interim personnel
policy committees, is amended to read as follows:

(g) The-provisieonsof this This section shall does not apply to
instances in which the State Board of Education votes to annex or consolidate
one (1) school district to or with two (2) or more receiving or resulting
school districts due to enforcement by the state board of the provisions of
this title relating to academie—-distress Level 5 — Intensive support,

academic facilities distress, fiscal distress, or violations of the Standards

for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts.

SECTION 34. Arkansas Code § 6-17-402(j)(l), concerning core licensure
areas under the State Board of Education rules, is amended to read as
follows:

(1) Early Ghildhoed Elementary Education (K-6);

SECTION 35. Arkansas Code § 6-18-701 is amended to read as follows:

6-18-701. Physical examinations — Individualized healthcare plans.

(a) Itshall be lawful feor the The board of directors of amy a school
district inthis state-te may appoint and provide for the payment of at least
one (l) or-more—physieiansor nurses physician or nurse and e assign an¥y
person—so—employed the physician or nurse to the public schools of the
district for the purpose of making sueh physical examinations of the pupils
of the-sehools public school students as may be prescribed in the rules and

regulations of the State Board of Education.
(b) The nature of the examination shall be only sueh—as to detect
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

contagious or infectious diseases or any defect of sight, hearing, or

function or condition of health tending to prevent—any that may prevent a

pupil from receiving the full benefit of school work.

{c) ZTie—shell bethe duty of ens phirsieion——or purse—se—ampleyred—to The

physician or nurse appointed under subsection (a) of this section shall make

such examinations for contagious or infectious disease, including without
limitation the teeth and mouth, whenever the examination may be deemed
necessaryy and te make examination for other defects at least one (l) time in
each school year, preferably at or near the beginning of the year.

(d) In amy a city, town, or amy county where the health authorities
are—providing provide for the physical examination of public school ehildren

substantially as contemplated students provided in this section, the

examination previded for in this seection—need—met may not be made by any

school physician or school nurse.

£53(e)(1l) Anypupil A public school student may be excused from the
examination herein prowvided for under this section on presentation of a

certificate from a reputable physician that the physician has recently

examined the pupil public school student or on presentation of a written

statement of the il?s public school student’s parent or guardian that the
P g

parent or guardian objects to the examination of his or her child or wardy.
bus—chiepreevriston—ehall seot beapslicable

(2) However, subdivision (e)(l) does not apply in the case of a

pupil public school student suspected of having a contagious or infectious

disease.
(£)(1) A public school student with special healthcare needs,

ineluding without limitation a student who has a chronic illness, is

considered medically fragile, or who is dependent on technology, shall have

an individualized healthcare plan that is developed in collaboration with the

school nurse.

(2) An invasive medical procedure required by the public school

student and provided at the public school shall be performed by trained and

licensed, licensed healthcare provider who is licensed to perform the task

under § 17-87-102(10) (D) or other professional licensure statutes, unless
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

otherwise permissible under § 17-87-103(10) and (l1).

(3) A regular classroom teacher shall not perform tasks under

subdivision (f)(2) of this section, except as otherwise permissible under §

6-18-711(c).

(4) Custodial healthcare services required by a public school

student under an individualized healthcare plan shall be provided by trained

school employees other than the regular classroom teacher.

SECTION 36. Arkansas Code § 6-18-709(g), concerning the report to the

Department of Education of certain information regarding school nurses, is

amended to read as follows:

(g) Annually, beginning on July--1, 2015 by August 31, a school

district shall report the following to the Department of Education:

(1) The number of full-time nurses employed by the school
district;

(2) The number of part-time nurses employed by the school
district;

(3) The number of full-time nurses with whom the school district
contracts for service;

(4) The number of part-time nurses with whom the school district
contracts for service;

(5) The level of licensure of each nurse working in the school
district;

(6) The highest degree obtained for each nurse working in the

school district;

(7) The amount of pay, including without limitation the source

of funding, for each nurse working in the school district; and
(8) The number of students in the school district that are in
each nursing acuity level as follows:

(A) Level 1 for students with occasional health concerns
and routine health screenings at a ratio of one (1) school nurse per seven
hundred fifty (750) students;

(B) Level 2 for students with healthcare concerns and
those that require an individualized healthcare plan at a ratio of one (1)

school nurse per four hundred (400) students;

(C) Level 3 for students with medically complex conditions
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

at a ratio of one (1) school nurse per two hundred twenty-five (225)

students;
(D) Level 4 for students with medically fragile conditions

at a ratio of one (l) school nurse per one hundred twenty-five (125)

students; and
(E) Level 5 for students that are nursing dependent at a

ratio of one (1) school nurse per one (l) student.

SECTION 37. Arkansas Code § 6-18-711, concerning the administration of
medication to a public school student with diabetes, is amended to add an
additional subsection to read as follows:

(c) A public school employee may volunteer to be trained to administer

and may administer glucagon to a student with Type 1 diabetes in an emergency

situation as permitted under § 17-87-103(11).

SECTION 38. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1803(b), concerning the Arkansas
Commission on Eye and Vision Care of School-Age Children, is amended to read
as follows:

(b) The commission and the Department of Education shall report their
findings and updates to the Governor, the Legislative Council, and the House

Committee on Public Health, Welfare, and Labor and Senate Committee on Public

Health, Welfare, and Labor twe—2)—times—per—yea¥r annually.

SECTION 39. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1803(c)(1l) and (2), concerning the
Arkansas Commission on Eye and Vision Care of School-Age Children, are
amended to read as follows:

(c)(1)4A) The commission may accept any and all donations, grants of
money, gifts, appropriations, instruments, equipment, supplies, materials,
and services, conditional or otherwise, from private sources, from municipal
and county governments, from the state, and from the United States

government.

B) (2) The commission may use any of its resources to

further the commission’s purposes and functioms.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

B)X)3(3) All moneys collected under this section shall be

deposited into the State Treasury tothe eredit of the fund as-speeial

revenues a cash fund within the State Treasury to be maintained by the

department.

SECTION 40. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1804 is repealed.

SECTION 41. Arkansas Code § 6-19-106 is amended to read as follows:

6-19-106. Bus drivers — Qualificationms.

habitual-drunkard—or—of immoral-habitsy—e¥ A person who has been convicted

within the past three (3) years of operating a motor vehicle in a reckless

manner
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

vehiecles without regard to the rights of othersy or who is less than nineteen

(19) years of age on June 30 following his or her last birthday shall not be

permitted or employed to aet—asechauffeur or operator of operate any school

bus, either privately or publicly owned, operated by public school districts

and used to transport pupils to and from the public schools in the State of

Arkansas.

SECTION 42. Arkansas Code § 6-20-106 is repealed.

SECTION 43. Arkansas Code § 6-20-210 is repealed.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19- HB1573

SECTION 44. Arkansas Code § 6-20-212 is repealed.

SECTION 45. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2203(c)(3)-(8), concerning uniform

budget and accounting system regarding specific categories of public school
and public school district expenditures, are amended to read as follows:
(3)44) Categories and descriptions of public school and school

district expenditures that allow for the gathering of data on separate
functions and programs provided by law, including without limitation the
following expenditures:

+H>(A) Athletic expenditures;

4+ii)(B) Student transportation expenditures;

4+i4i)(C) School district level administrative costs;

+ivy(D) School level administrative costs;

©)}(E) Instructional facilitators;

4#i)(F) Supervisory aides;

4#i1)(G) Substitutes;

4wiii)(H) Property insurance; and

i) (I) Expenditures of court-ordered desegregation

funding~

(4)A) Categories and descriptions of public school and school
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

district expenditures that allow for the tracking of expenditures from the
following sources of revenue:

+i)>(A) Student growth;

++i)(B) Declining enrollment;

4+i44)(C) Special education eatastrephie high-cost
occurrences;

{i3)-(D) Special education services;

4#>(E) Technology grants;

£#i)(F) Debt service funding supplement;

{#idi) (G) General facilities funding;

{widdi)(H) Distance learning;
4ix)(I) Gifted and talented; and

{%}(J) Court-ordered desegregation funding-

(5)4A) Categories and descriptions of student management coding,

including without limitation:
+iy(A) Number of students transported; and
4+3+i)y(B) Daily route mileage-
(B} The d hall impl hi bdivisi (59
beptandag seitch £he 2007 2008——schasl—rear;
(6){A)> Categories and descriptions of restricted fund balances

that provide documentation of the purpose for the restriction-

besinni ith the 20072008 school ;
(7) Categories and descriptions of expenditures that each
education service cooperative shall report on its annual report authorized by
law; and
(8)4tA) Rules relating to computing error rates in coding and

reporting financial information under the system and penalties to focus on

areas needing improvement.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

SECTION 46. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2206(c)(5)(A), concerning
miscellaneous provisions under the Arkansas Educational Financial Accounting
and Reporting Act of 2004, is amended to read as follows:

(5)(A) All pupil attendance records shall be kept in their
original form and -shall bepublierecords.

SECTION 47. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2207(a)(3), concerning rulemaking
authority under the Arkansas Educational Financial Accounting and Reporting
Act of 2004, is amended to read as follows:

(3) As necessary to comply with federal law, the Arkansas
Handbook initially shall comply with the Financial Accounting for Local and
State School Systems, 2003 Edition (NCES 2004-318). The Arkansas Handbook
shall be exempt from the rule-making process and procedures required pursuant

to the Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq.

SECTION 48. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2303(21), concerning public school
funding definitions, is amended to read as follows:

(21) "Special education eatastrephie high-cost occurrences"
means individual cases in which special education and related services
required by the individualized education program of a particular student with
disabilities are unduly expensive, extraordinary, or beyond the routine and
normal costs associated with special education and related services provided
by a school district and funding is pursuant to rules promulgated by the

state board;

SECTION 49. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(4)(C)(iii), concerning use of

a school district’s national school lunch state categorical funds, is amended

to read as follows:
(iii) The school distriet shall include with its

comprehensive seheol school-level improvement plan a written detailed

statement concerning how the school district will use its excess national
school lunch categorical funds each school year and explaining in detail the
amount of funds and percent of total funds to be used to supplement all
classroom teacher salaries as allowed in subdivision (b) (4)(C)(ii) of this

section.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

SECTION 50. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(c), concerning public school
funding, is amended to read as follows:
(¢) Isolated funding under § 6-20-601, student growth funding, and

special eduecation-catastrephie education high-cost occurrences funding shall

be funded as follows:

(1) Isolated funding and special educatieon-—eatastrophie

education high-cost occurrences funding shall be allocated and funded to

school districts in a line item appropriation within the Public School Fund
pursuant to law or rules promulgate by the State Board of Education; and

(2) Student growth funding is calculated as the sum of the
following amounts:

(A) One quarter (1/4) of the per student foundation
funding for the school district under subdivision (a)(2) of this section
multiplied by the increase, if any, of each of the following:

(i) The school district’s quarterly average daily
membership for the fourth quarter of the previous school year over the
average daily membership of the previous school year;

(ii) The school district’s quarterly average daily
membership for the first quarter of the current school year over the average
daily membership of the previous school year;

(iii) The school district’s quarterly average daily
membership for the second quarter of the current year over the average daily
membership of the previous school year; and

(iv) The school district’s quarterly average daily
membership for the third quarter of the current school year over the average
daily membership of the previous school year;

(B) Excluding any increase resulting solely from
consolidation or annexation with another school district; and

(C) If net revenues minus any recoupment under subdivision
(a)(4)(B) of this section plus miscellaneous funds calculated under § 6-20-
2308(b) (1) (A) exceed the foundation funding amount, a school district shall
be eligible to receive the amount of calculated student growth funding that
exceeds net revenues minus any recoupment under subdivision (a)(4)(B) of this

section plus miscellaneous funds calculated under § 6-20-2308(b)(1l)(A).
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

SECTION 51. Arkansas Code § 6-21-112(f)(l4), concerning the records of
the Division of Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation, is
amended to read as follows:

(14) Keep records showing a—deseription—of-each—school

aceurate—boundariesy the location of the academic facilities in the state by

school districty—and—the—eleectoral sonesy—ifanyy—intowhieh each—school

SECTION 52. Arkansas Code § 6-21-403(c), concerning requirements under
the Free Textbook Act of 1975, is amended to read as follows:

(c) Any materials Materials purchased with state funds shall be
consistent with the eurrieuwlum Arkansas Academic Content Standards and

educational goals established by the State Board of Education.

SECTION 53. Arkansas Code § 6-21-403(d)(2), concerning requirements
under the Free Textbook Act of 1975, is amended to read as follows:

(2) The state board, through the department, may promulgate
rules as may be necessary to carry out this subchapter and -shall-report—te

SECTION 54. Arkansas Code § 6-23-105(e) (1) (A), concerning the basis
and procedure for public charter school probation or charter modification,
revocation, or denial of removal, is amended to read as follows:

(e)(l)(A) Immediately upon the revocation of a an open-enrollment

charter by the authorizer, the publiec charter school shall:
(i) Transfer to the department all state funds held
by the public charter school, which the department shall hold in

receivership; and
(ii) Provide to the department a detailed accounting

of all accounts payable due from the state funds and any additional
information or records requested by the department concerning the

disbursement of the state funds.
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SECTION 55. Arkansas Code § 6-23-108(c)(2)(B), concerning a School for
Agricultural Studies that is not currently classified in academic distress,

is amended to read as follows:
(B) Not currently be classified in aecademie—distress need

of Level 5 — Intensive support, fiscal distress, or facilities distress;

SECTION 56. Arkansas Code § 6-23-304(b)(2) and (3), concerning

preference to open enrollment charter schools in certain school districts,

are amended to read as follows:
(2) When the district has been classified by the state board as

in academiedistress—under § 615428 [repealedd need of Level 5 — Intensive

support under § 6-15-2915; or

(3) When the district has been classified by the Department of

Education as in s
+repealtedlor some phase of fiscal distress under the Arkansas Fiscal
Assessment and Accountability Program, § 6-20-1901 et seq., if the fiscal
distress status is a result of administrative fiscal mismanagement, as

determined by the state board.

SECTION 57. Arkansas Code § 6-23-304(d)(2)(B), concerning preference
to open enrollment charter schools in certain school districts that are
classified as in academic or fiscal distress, is amended to read as follows:

(B) Been classified as in academie need of Level 5 —

Intensive support or fiscal distress; and

SECTION 58. Arkansas Code § 6-23-908(c)(3), concerning the Open-
Enrollment Public Charter School Facilities Funding Aid Program, is amended

to read as follows:

(3) The open-enrollment public charter school is not:

(A) Classified as in geademie—distress—under § 6-15-428
+repealted] need of Level 5 — Intensive support under § 6-15-2915 or in fiscal

distress under the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, §

6-20-1901 et seq., and the corresponding rules adopted by the State Board of

Education;
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

et—seg+—frepealed}—nor—reeceived In receipt of a rating of "F" under § 6-15-
21053 or
(C) Placed in probationary status by the state charter

school authorizer under § 6-23-105.

SECTION 59. Arkansas Code § 6-41-210(a) and (b), concerning the
Special Education Section of the Arkansas Department of Education, are
amended to read as follows:

(a) There is established in the Department of Education a Special
Education Seetien Unit.

(b) The seetion unit shall be headed by an—asseociate a director, who
shall be qualified by education, training, and experience to take
responsibility for, and give direction to, the programs of the department

relating to children with disabilities.

SECTION 60. Arkansas Code § 6-41-211(a)(l), concerning the Special
Education Section’s consultation with the Advisory Council for the Education
of Children with Disabilities, is amended to read as follows:

(a) (1) There shall be an Advisory Council for the Education of
Children with Disabilities, which shall advise and consult with the
Commissioner of Education and the Asseeiate Director of the Special Education
Seetion Unit of the Department of Education and which shall engage in such

other activities as are set forth in this section.

SECTION 61. Arkansas Code § 6-41-216(c)(3)(A), concerning the
establishment of standards for a change in the educational status of a child,
is amended to read as follows:

(3)(A) The Special Education Seetien Unit in the Department of
Education shall establish standards and qualifications for individuals to

serve as hearing officers.

SECTION 62. Arkansas Code § 6-45-104(a)(2)(A)-(B), concerning the
Arkansas Better Chance Program, is amended to read as follows:
(2) A local school is required to work with the Department of
Education and its local community to establish, promote, and assist in the

development of a program under the Arkansas Better Chance for School Success
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

Program to serve all children in the school as provided in § 6-45-108, ifs

located in a school district in aecademiec distress classified as in need of

Level 5 — Intensive support.

SECTION 63. Arkansas Code § 6-45-106(a) (2)(A)(i), concerning the
Arkansas Better Chance Program and a school district that has been classified
as being in academic distress, is amended to read as follows:

(i) The school is in a district that has been
designated classified by the Department State Board of Education as being in
academie—distress need of Level 5 — Intensive support; and

SECTION 64. Arkansas Code § 6-45-106(c) (1), concerning the Arkansas
Better Chance Program, is amended to read as follows:

(c)(1) In allocating funding for the Arkansas Better Chance for School

Success Program, priority consideration shall be given tos+

or—is a school located in a school district in—seecademie—distress that is

classified as in need of Level 5 — Intensive support.

SECTION 65. Arkansas Code § 9-28-113(c)(2), concerning information

sent to the Special Education Section regarding foster children, is amended

to read as follows:

(2) Each school district shall forward the name of each foster
care liaison and the contact information to the Special Education Seetien

Unit of the Department of Education at the beginning of each school year.
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SECTION 66. Arkansas Code § 10-3-2102(f)(6), concerning duties of the
House Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education under the

Continuing Adequacy Evaluation Act of 2004, is repealed.

sEseess——ond

SECTION 67. Arkansas Code § 19-6-815 is amended to read as follows:
19-6-815. School-Age Children Eye and Vision Care Fund.

The Any funds remaining in the School-Age Children Eye and Vision Care

Fund shs

1 -of-Aets—2007No+~—138 shall be transferred to the Department of Education

Public School Fund Account to be used for school-based health centers.

SECTION 68. Arkansas Code § 20-47-508(e), concerning the service plans
for a child with emotional disturbance, is amended to read as follows:

(e) If after screening and assessment or collaborative evaluations it
is determined that a child with emotional disturbance needs multiagency
services, then initial and subsequent individualized multiagency service
plans for the child and the child’s family shall be jointly developed by the
appropriate local or regional representatives of the community mental health
centers, of the Department of Human Services county office, of the Department
of Health, of the Special Education Seetien Unit of the Department of
Education, of the local school district, and of any other service provider
identified to meet the needs of the child and his or her family. The
individualized service plan shall reflect an integrated service delivery that
specifies services or programs with funding to be provided by each agency.

The service plan shall also designate responsibility for case management.

SECTION 69. Arkansas Code § 26-52-317(a)(2)(A)(v), concerning food and

food ingredients with respect to the Department of Education, is repealed.
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As Engrossed: H3/11/19 HB1573

and—the Chief Figeal Officer of the Stateunder § 6-20-212; and

SECTION 70. Arkansas Code § 26-53-145(a)(2)(A)(v), concerning food and

food ingredients under the Arkansas Compensating Tax Act of 1949 with respect

to the Department of Education, is repealed.

/s/Cozart

APPROVED: 4/5/19
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