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CHAPTER VIII, ARTICLE I PROPOSED ARTICLE

QUALIFICIATIONS FOR AN ARKANSAS LICENSED OPTOMETRIST TO BE
CREDENTIALED TO UTILIZE AND PERFORM AUTHORIZED
PROCEDURES LISTED IN A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)3)(D)

SECTIONI - AUTHORITY
The following regulations have been hereby promulgated pursuant to Act 579 of 2019 codified in
Arkansas Code Annotated §17-90-101

SECTION I1 - DEFINITIONS AS USED IN THIS SECTION:

1. The "practice of optometry" as stated in A.C.A. §17-90-101(a) is amended to include
the following procedures:

a. Injections, excluding intravenous or intraocular injections;
b. Incision and curettage of a chalazion;

c. Removal and biopsy of skin lesions with low risk of malignancy, excluding
lesions involving the lid margin or nasal to the puncta;

d. Laser capsulotomy; and

e. Laser trabeculoplasty.

SECTION I —-REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICANTS FOR ARKANSAS OPTOMETRIC
PHYSICIAN LICENSURE WITH CREDENTIALING FOR PROCEDURES LISTED IN
A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D)

1. Applicants for Arkansas Optometric Physician Licensure shall be credentialed to
perform authorized procedures listed in A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D) if:

a. The applicant meets all requiremenis to receive an Arkansas license
pursuant to Chapter 1, Articles II and III or pursuant to Chapter 1, Article
IV to practice as an Optometric Physician, and;

b. Optometric Physicians graduated in 2019 or after who provided proof that
he/she graduated from an optometry school whose program includes the
educational requirements for certification pursuant to this rule; and



2, Once applicant satisfactorily completes the education requirements listed in this
rule under Section IV, 1. b.:

a.

SECTION 1V

The applicant must satisfactorily complete a written test administered or
approved by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry on aspects of the
Arkansas Optometry Practice Act pertaining to this rule.

The applicant must satisfactorily complete a clinical examination
administered or approved by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry
pertaining to this rule.

The applicant must satisfactorily complete a written Jurisprudence
examination administered by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry
pertaining to this rule.

REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING ARKANSAS LICENSED

OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIANS FOR CREDENTIALING FOR PROCEDURES LISTED IN
A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D)

1. Pursuant to Act 579 of 2019 codified in A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D), Arkansas
licensed Optometric Physicians shall be credentialed to perform authorized
procedures listed in A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D) if:

a.

The applicant provides proof of holding an Arkansas license to practice as
an Optometric Physician and is in good standing;

The applicant provides proof of satisfactory completion of a course of
instruction completed not more than 5 years prior to application of
credentialing; provided that the course:

(1) is provided by an accredited college of optometry, osteopathy or
medicine;

(2) includes a minimum of 32 clock hours in length;
(3) is sponsored by an organization approved by the board: and
(4)  includes the following didactic classroom instructions:

(a) laser physics, hazards, and safety;
(b)  biophysics of lasers;
(c) laser application on clinical optometry;

(d) laser tissue interactions;
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laser indications, contraindications, and potential

complications;

gonioscopy;

laser therapy for open angle glaucoma;
laser therapy for angle closure glaucoma;
posterior capsulotomy;

common complications: lids, lashes, lacrimal
system;

medicolegal aspects of anterior segment procedures:
peripheral iridotomy;

laser trabeculoplasty;

minor surgical procedures;

overview of surgical instruments, asepsis, and
O.S.HA,;

surgical anatomy of the eyelids;

emergency surgical procedures;

chalazion management;

local anesthesia: techniques and complications;
anaphylaxis and other office emergencies;
radiofrequency surgery;

post-operative wound care; and

(5) includes the following Clinical or Laboratory experience:

(a) Video Demonstration; and

(b)  In Vitro Observation or participation

Once applicant satisfactorily completes education requirements listed in this rule in

Section IV, 1. b.:

a. The applicant must satisfactorily complete a written test administered or
approved by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry on aspects of the
Arkansas Optometry Practice Act pertaining to this rule.
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b. The applicant must satisfactorily complete a clinical examination
administered or approved by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry
pertaining to this rule.

c. The applicant must satisfactorily complete a written jurisprudence
examination administered by the Arkansas State Board of Optometry

pertaining to this rule.

SECTION V — CERTIFICATION

L Once an applicant satisfactorily completes the education requirements listed in this
rule and the testing requirements listed in this rule, completes an application for
certification and submits an application fee of fifty ($50.00) dollars the Arkansas
State Board of Optometry shall issue a certification to the applicant certifying that
the applicant is qualified and credentialed to utilize procedures listed in A.C.A.
§17-90-101(a)(3)(D). The certificate shall be conspicuously displayed in the
optometric physician’s office.

SECTION VI- PROHIBITIONS

1i; Prohibitions:

a. Performing procedures pursuant to this rule and A.C.A. §17-90-
101(a)(3)(D) without credentialing based upon the education requirements
and testing requirement outlined in this rule and having first obtained a
certification as outlined in this rule shall be grounds for suspension or
revocation of an optometry license pursuant to the Arkansas Optometry
Practice Act.

SECTION VII - OPHTHALMIC LASER PROCEDURES OUTCOME REPORTING

L Outcomes reporting:

a. Every optometric physician who has met the requirements for certification
pursuant to this rule and A.C.A. §17-90-101(a)(3)(D) shall report to the
board the outcome of authorized ophthalmic laser procedures performed in
such form as required or directed by the board. The reports shall be
submitted no less than annually. The board shall provide the reports to the
Arkansas State Department of Health.

SECTION VI1II - RENEWAL

1. Every optometric physician who is granted certification under this Rule shall
submit a renewal application each year together with a renewal fee of ten ($10.00)
dollars to the Secretary of the Board on or before the 1% day of February.




In addition to the renewal application and the renewal fee, each optometric
physician shall also supply proof in the form of a certificate of completion of two
hours of continuing education specifically regarding the procedures listed in this
rule and for which they are certified to perform. The two hours of continuing
education required by this rule may be included in the ten (10) hours of general and
ocular therapy and pharmacology required in Chapter V, Article V, Section 2 of the
Rules of Arkansas State Board of Optometry.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 579 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/4/19
92nd General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2019 HOUSE BILL 1251

By: Representatives Eubanks, Miller, Brown, Christiansen, D. Douglas, Evans, Holcomb, Jett, Lynch,
Petty, B. Smith, S. Smith, Vaught, Watson
By: Senators D. Wallace, Hester, Hill, Rapert

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "PRACTICE OF
OPTOMETRY";
Subtitle

TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "PRACTICE OF
OPTOMETRY"; AND TO MODERNIZE THE PRACTICE
OF OPTOMETRY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 17-90-101(a)(3)(B), concerning the
definition of "practice of optometry", is amended to read as follows:
(B) All licensed optometrists are prohibited from using

ophthalmic lasers for surgical procedures except as permitted in subdivision

(a) (3)(D) of this section, performing cataract surgery, performing radial

keratotomy surgery, and selling prescription drugs.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 17-90-101(a)(3), concerning the definition
of "practice of optometry", is amended to add an additional subdivision to
read as follows:

(D) The "practice of optometry" includes the following

procedures:

(i) Injections, excluding intravenous or intraocular

injections;
(ii) Incision and curettage of a chalazion;

HINEERRR PR—




O 00 N o U1 &~ LW N =

W W W LW LW L LD DD DN DN DN DD DD DD DNDMNDNDN = = = =2 = = = = = =
AN L1 &~ LW NN B O W 0 N O I M W NN B O O 0N OV M W N = O

As Engrossed: H3/4/19 HB1251

(iii) Removal and biopsy of skin lesions with low

risk of malignancy, excluding lesions involving the 1lid margin or nasal to

the puncta;

(iv) Laser capsulotomy; and

(v) Laser trabeculoplasty.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 17-90-204, concerning the powers and duties
of the State Board of Optometry, is amended to add an additional subdivision
to read as follows:

(9) To establish credentialing requirements for a licensee to

administer or perform procedures as listed in § 17-90-101(a) (3) (D).

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Title 17, Chapter 90, Subchapter 2, is
amended to add an additional section to read as follows:

17-90-206. Reporting requirements.

(a) The State Board of Optometry shall require every optometrist who

meets the requirements for certification to perform authorized laser

procedures to report to the board regarding the outcome of the procedures

performed in a format as required or directed by the board.

(b) Reports under subsection (a) of this section shall also be sent to

the Department of Health.

/s/Eubanks

APPROVED: 3/27/19
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