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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RULES GOVERNING:
HOW TO MEET THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA
OCTOBER 2016 Proposed July 2018

1.00 PURPOSE

2.00

3.00

1.01  These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Ediication Rules
Governing How to Meet the Needs of Children with Dyslexia.

1.02  The purpose of these rules is to establish gu1del1n s for early screening,
intervention and services to meet the educationalffigeds of students with

dyslexia.
1.03

can be accessed through the ADE’S Websne
AUTHORITY

2.01

2.02

, 1aract i’stws of dyslexia who may or may not
' 01a1 ediicdtion services under the Individuals with

/,

b) .’Whlle these rules may use similar terms as set forth in IDEA
vision of these rules is intended to supplant, or in any way conflict
; A. If a student with dyslexia is referred for special education
serv1ces pubhc schools shall follow the requirements of IDEA. Also, school
distriets must continue to follow all requirements and meet all obligations to
its students under § 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, as amended, 29 U.S.C. §
794.

DEFINITIONS
3.01  *Dyslexia™ means a specific learning disability that is:

3.01.1 Neurological in origin;
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3.01.2 Characterized by difficultics with accurate and fluent word
recognition and poor spelling and decoding abilities that
typically result from a deficit in the phonological component
of language; and

3.01.3 Often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities.

3.02  “Dyslexia interventionist” means a school district or public school
employee trained in a dyslexia program, such as a:

3.02.1 Dyslexia therapist;
3.022 Dyslexia specialist; P y
3.023 Reading interventionist
; / _
3.02.4 Certified teacher; or //////// %

3.02.5 Tutor or paraprofessmnal WO
a certlﬁed teacher.

e

/means"e X

3.03  “Dyslexia program

__""mponents of reading instruction, including without
l1m1tat10n

Phonemic awareness to enable a student to detect,
segment, blend, and manipulate sounds in spoken

language;

3.03.3.2 Graphophonemic knowledge for teaching the letter-
sound plan of English;

3.03.33 The structure of the English language that includes

morphology, semantics, syntax, and pragmatics;
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3.03.34 Linguistic instruction directed toward proficiency
and fluency with the patterns of language so that
words and sentences are carriers of meaning; and

3.03.3.5 Strategies that students use for decoding, encoding,
word recognition, fluency, and comprehension.

3.034 Delivered with fidelity. “Fidelity” means the intervention
1s done as the author of the program intended.

3.04 “Dyslexia spectalist” means:

3.04.1 A professmnal at each educatlo,

4/ L
endorsement or certification in :p"rowdln tramlng for:

@ B
3.04.1.1 Phonological and honem1c awareness
3.04.1.2 Sound and symbol relat10nsh1ps

3.04.1.3 "‘AlphaBet knowledge

LN
30414///Deco; i
woow
30415%

lnterventlon (RTI) process and provide training in

. . admmlstermg screenings, analyzing and interpreting
: //ﬂ% //‘%% screening data, and determining appropriate interventions
%ZZ/’%// L € “that are systematic, multisensory, and evidence-based.
.

3.05% Dyslexla therapist” means a professional who has completed training and
obtamed certification in dyslexia therapy from a dyslexia therapy training
program defined by the Arkansas Department of Education.

3.06  “Dyslexia therapy” means an appropriate specialized reading instructional
program specifically designed for use in a dyslexia program that is delivered
by a dyslexia interventionist.

3.07 “Response to Intervention (RTI)” is the practice of:

3.07.1 Screening students to identify those needing extra support;
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3.07.2 Providing high-quality instruction and appropriate
interventions matched to student needs;

3.073 Closely monitoring progress to assess both the learning rate
and the level of performance of individual students; and

3.07.4 Basing instructional decisions about the intensity and
duration of interventions on individual student response to
intervention.

4.00 REQUIRED SCREENING

4.01 A school district shall screen:

i

4.01.1 Each student in kmdergarteﬁ, ég_,;ade' ‘one, and grade two
(K-2); @ % "
L D
4.01.2 A student in klndergarten gfrade one, or, grade two (K-2) who

transfers to g ‘new school and has not been screened during

the same schgoll year; % ””/////////%/

4.01.3 three (3) or higher who has difficulty, as

om “teacher, in any skills listed in 4.02 of

”“"W
%

4 i Arl;ansas n klndergarten through grade two (K-2) unless
the student presents documentation that the student:

A Had the screening or a similar screening in the
”//Z% current school year; or

;2"' Is exempt from screening as set forth in Section 4.05
. of these Rules.

4.02 The scréénlng of students shall be performed with fidelity and include
without limitation:

4.02.1 Phonological and phonemic awareness;
4.02.2 Sound symbol recognition;

4.02.3 Alphabet knowledge;

4.02.4 Decoding skills;
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4.02.5 Rapid naming skills; and
4.02.6 Encoding skills

4.03  Every school district shall ensure that students are screened using the
Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) or an
equivalent screener for phonological and phonemic awareness, sound
symbol recognition, alphabet knowledge, and decoding skills, and by using
an appropriate screener for rapid naming skills and encoding skills.

of a reading
of dyslexia.

dyslexia.  Additional screemng asséssmen S ,\}vill need to be
administered to measure co:_ ponents that are%ot measured by

DIBELS or the equlvalent) Refer to the Arkansas

4.04

include the compon ;

%@ v

4.05  The following students | ]
% i,
N Wy

4.04.1 % Students _1th an ex1st1ng dlagnosrs ot dysIex1a for whom the

%’ school dis

% o W/%

4.04, A /% . Students‘with a sensory impairment that prevents screening

! % for dyslexia.
500 1 ,TERVENTION AND SERVICES

agy,
5.01%

\

exh1b1ts charactenstlcs of dyslex1a the Response to Intervention (RTI)
process shall be used to address the needs of the student.

5.02  If the Level Il dyslexia screening conducted by the school district indicates
that a student exhibits characteristics of dyslexia, the student shall be
provided intervention services.

5.02.1 The Level II dyslexia sereening shall be completed
consistent with the Arkansas Dvslexia Resource Guide.
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5.03  If it 1s determined the student has functional difficulties in the academic
environment due to characteristics of dyslexia, the necessary
accommodations or equipment for the student shall be provided under
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794, and Title
II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12131-12165, as
they existed on February 1, 2013, if qualified under the applicable federal
law.

6.00 INDEPENDENT, COMPREHENSIVE DYSLEXIA EVALUATION
y

6.01 Ifastudent's performance on an initial screene%/gf'
IT dyslexta screening under Section 4.00 9/f these’:

dyslexia intervention services, the studeri'f@_;/;{paren{
be: A
; .
6.01.1 Notified of the results of the dyslexia ¢valuation;

6.01.2 Provided wf;'?:'ﬂ:information and resource materials including

without limitation: / /%///%/%/
AN &

6.01.2.1‘%7.// The a_cte_r_istibs of dyslexia;
/"//{/%/%3 /*@7//;%%;9

6.01.2:2, ‘Appropriate.  classroom  interventions  and

"//‘/(%% _accommodations for students with dyslexia; and
"6.01.2.3 T'he right of the parent or legal guardian to have the
e Liged g p
’W% ““yp-. student receive an independent, comprehensive
Y L W . i .
% 4{% Ve c}yg/lema evaluation by a:
A\
: ‘%’ﬁ/ % 6.01.2.3.1 Licensed psychological examiner;
%@ % @ ¢ -
% % % s 6.01.2.3.2 School psychology specialist;
/%,, 4 6.01.2.3.3 Licensed speech-language
*@% pathologist;
W

6.01.2.3.4 Certified dyslexia testing specialist;
or

6.01.2.3.5 Dyslexia therapist.

6.02  If aparent or legal guardian chooses to have an independent comprehensive
dyslexta evaluation for the student, the parent or legal guardian shall:
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6.02.1 Select an individual qualified under section 6.01.2.3 to
perform the comprehensive dyslexia evaluation; and

6.02.2 Cover the cost of the comprehensive dyslexia evaluation.

6.03 A school district shall consider the diagnosis from the mdependent
comprehensive dyslexia evaluation and provide the student with
interventions determined to be appropriate by the school district from a
district dyslexia interventionist. If the school district does not provide
intervention based upon the diagnosis, it must notify the student’s parent or
guardian of its reasoning. y

Y
NOTE: Whether an individual is quahﬁed ti nduct an evaluation or

provide a diagnosis is dependent upon their’ hcensure /
G, U

7.01

studen mthout presumlng prior skills or knowledge of the

f//%j’/ dent %
. % //‘%

é 7 01 2 % Indlv ( __a.hzed instruction to meet the specific needs of the

Y
e\\\\
‘\\\\E\\\:\\\‘\‘\}L

@*\‘\

R ’/%”/%; student ina small group setting that uses intensive, highly
y
‘,% L concentrated instruction methods and materials that
- max1rn1ze student engagement;
% % \ sae
- //?/} -
- 701 37 Meaning-based instruction directed at purposeful reading
’”/ o and writing, with an emphasis on comprehension and
composition; and
,
(
7.01.4 Multisensory instruction that incorporates the simultaneous

use of two (2) or more sensory pathways during teacher
presentations and student practice.

7.02  Until there are a sufficient number of graduates from a dyslexia therapy
program established at the university level in Arkansas or from a dyslexia
therapy program established at the university level in another state that is
approved by the Arkansas Department of Education, the department shall
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allow dyslexia therapy to be provided by individuals who have received
training and certification from a program approved by the department.

8.00 REPORTING BY SCHOOL DISTRICTS

8.01  The superintendent of a school district shall annually report the results of
the school district screening required under Section 4.00 of these rules.
Additional information concerning the manner of submission of the report
may be found in the Arkansas Dyslexia Resource Guide.

8.02  Before Julv 15, a school district shall report on:th&s ebsite of the school

district, or in writing to the parents of each student in tﬁ@f;s/chool district the
. . . Z ""%-"/
following information: |

.. ; i, . A
8.02.1 The dyslexia intervention prog sed during the previous
e, . T v, T,
2 specifically:

i

i
L
G

d
school vear that we on Sive to assisting
students with dvslexia:* % k
o

students duri%ﬁ?_iﬂ?thg pr v1ous school vear who
received dyslexia intervep;jbn undefArk. Code Ann. § 6-41-
602 et seq. and these Rules: and
- The total numbet of'students identified with dvslexia during
c previous schodl.vear. =
‘or purposes of Section 8.02.3, “identified
&, \fi'th’:d?slegia” means students with a foppal
/’/?////// ~dvslexia diagnosis and students exhibiting
7 the characteristics of dvslexia throuvh a
school-based or outside evaluation.

S

'SLEXIA SPECIALIST
9.01 % No later than the 2015 fiscal year, the Department of Education shall
éniploy at least one (1) dyslexia specialist with a minimum of three (3) years
of ficld experience in screening, identifying, and treating dyslexia and
related disorders to provide technical assistance for dyslexia and related

disorders to school districts across the state.

Z

9.01.1 The dyslexia specialist shall:
9.01.1.1 Be highly trained in dyslexia and related disorders,

including best-practice interventions and treatment
models for dyslexia;
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9.01.1.2 Be responsible for the accountability of screening
results and the implementation of professional
awareness required by Section 11.00 of these rules
and

9.01.1.3 Serve as the primary source of information and
support for school districts in addressing the needs of
students with dyslexia and related disorders.

9.02  The Department of Education shall ensure at least one (1) staff member at
each education service cooperative is trained as 4% slex1a specialist to
provide necessary information and support to schi

10.0 DYSLEXIA INTERVENTIONISTS

10,01 No later than the 2015-2016 acadeﬁij
least one individual to serve as a dysl

11.00 PROFESSIONAL AWAREN ESS
%

2
i

11.01 The Department of Edi
professional awareness o

g/%//%

11.01.1 The characterlsu :

11.02.1 % Onhne through Arkansas IDEAS;

w0 ////?% k) ’%” V//

%f% ”‘%’f 11.02.2 %// At an education service cooperative; or
©. Gy, % |

il 1.023 > Atanother venue approved by the Department of

) Education.

\\\\k

12.00 EDUCATION IN TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAMS
No later than the 2015-2016 school year, the Department of Education shall
collaborate with the Department of Higher Education to ensure that all teacher
education programs offered at state-supported institutions of higher education
provide dyslexia professional awareness of the:

12.01 Characteristics of dyslexia; and
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12.02 Evidence-based interventions and accommodations for dyslexia.

13.00 DYSLEXIA RESOURCE GUIDE

13.01 The Department of Education shall maintain a committee for the purpose
of developing and updating the Dyslexia Resource Guide

r of Education and
pg in the field of

13.02 The committee shall be appointed by the Com
include one (1) representative who has experiénce w
dyslexia intervention from each of the follgwi i

@,

13.02.1 The Arkansas Assocgatlon of Educatlo: ;ﬂc"lministrators;
@ e W

13.02.2 The Arkansas Department}of Educatlon Division of

13.02.3
L 4
13.02.4 The Arkansr S ducatlon Association;
P o
13.02.5 The Arkansas School Boards Association;
A Y " N
13.02:6"% An Educatlon Servwe Cooperative Administrator; and

\\\\

AN T

.,

13 02.7 //% “Thi _Arkansas School Psychology Association.
%1 3.02. 7 1 The committee member from the Arkansas
L School Psychology Association must have at
% %//% least three (3) vears of experience in testing
%/% ’ for dyslexia.

13.03, The committee also shall include three (3) professionals who have worked
in p.ybhc schools and who are knowledgeable in and have expertise in
dyslexia screening and interventions.

14.00 ENFORCEMENT BY THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

14.01 A school district that fails to complv with Ark. Code Ann. & 6-41-602 et
seq. and these Rules shall be in violation of the Standards for Accredltatmn
of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts and may be placed on
probationary status,
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14.02 A school district placed on probationary status under Rule 14.01 shall report
the reason for beine placed on probationary status on the website of the
school district and by written notification to the parents of each student in
the school district.

\ o

P
£ iy
/% b e
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.,
Act 1039 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: .5'3/16/17_ S53/27/17
91st General Assembly A 111
Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 708

By: Senator Elliott

By Representative Branscum

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING DYSLEXIA  SCREENING AND INTERVENTION IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING DYSLEXIA SCREENING AND
INTERVENTION TN PUBLIC SCHOOLS; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-41-603(c)(2) (A}, concerning required
dyvslexia screening and intervention, is amended to read as follows:
(Z)(A)(1) If rhe level II dyslexia screening conducted by the
school district indicates that a student exhibits characteristics of
dyslexia, the student shall be provided intervention services.

(ii) The level II dyslexia screening shall be

completed consistent with the Arkansas Dyslexia Resource Guide.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-41-606 is amended to read as follows:

6-41-606. Reporting by school district.

{a) The superintendent of a school district annually shall report the
results of the school district screening required under § 6-41-603.

(b) Before July 15, a public school district shall report on the

website of the public school district or in writing to the parents of each
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As Engrossed: S83/16/17 §3/27/17 SB708

student in the public school district the following information:

(1} The dvslexia intervention programs used during the previous

school year that were specifically responsive to assisting students with

dyvslexia;

{2) The number of students during the previous school year who

received dyslexia Intervention under this subchapter: and

{3) The total number of students identified with dvslexia during

the previous school vear.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 41, Subchapter 6, is amended
to add an additional section to read as follows:

6-41-611. Enforcement — Rules.

{alil) A public school district thar fails to comply with this

subchapter:
{A) Shall be in violation of the Standards for

Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts; and

(B) May be placed in probationarv starus.

(2) A public school district placed on probarionarv status under

subdivision {al({l) of this section shall report the reason for beins placed

on_probationary status:

{A) On the website of the public school district; and

(B! By written notification to the parents of each student

in the public¢ schoel districe.

(b) The Department of Education:

(1) Shall enforce the reguirements of this subchapter; and

(2) May promulgate rules to enforce and implement this

subchapter.

/s/Eiott

APPROVED: 04/06/2017

2 03-04-2017 11:32:14 PILA40Y



