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1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY

2.00

3.00

1.0l These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education (“ADE” or “Department”)
Rules Governing the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School Districts.

1.02  These rules are promulgated pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-11-105, 6-15-202, 6-15-203
6-15-207 272, 6-15-209, and 25-15-201 et seq.

PURPOSE

2.01  These rules are to set forth s6—apply the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas to all public
schools and public school districts and to apply the Standards jor Accreditation to all public
schools and public school districts for the purpose of determining accreditation of the school and
district.

2.02  These rules describe the minimum requirements and process whereby Arkansas public schools and

public school districts are accredited, the process whereby Arkansas public schools and public
school districts will be cited or placed in probationary status for failure to meet the Standards for
Accreditation, and to set forth the enforcement actions that may be applied to Arkansas public
schools and public school districts that fail to meet the Standards for Accreditation.

DEFINITIONS - For purposes of these Rules, the following terms mean:

3.01

3.02

3.03

“Accredited - Cited” means the status assigned to a public school or public school district that fails
to meet any Standard identified by a “C” as being a cited violation in these rules.

“Enforcement action” means the intervention of the State to require compliance of a public school
or a public school district that fails to meet the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public
Schools and School Districts.

"Accredited - Probation" means the status assigned to a public school or public school district that
fails to meet any Standard identified by a “P” as being a probationary violation in these rules or
fails to correct a violation by the specified deadline for which it acquired cited status.
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3.04

3.05

3.06

3.07

"Public school" means:

3.04.1 A school operated by a public school district; or

3.04.2 An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-103.

“Public school district” means:

3.05.1 A geographic area that qualifies as a taxing unit for purposes of ad valorem property
taxes under Ark. Code Ann. § 26-1-101 et seq. and Arkansas Constitution, Article 14, §
3, and is either:

3.05.1.1 Governed by an elected board of directors; or

30512 Under the administrative control of the State Board or the Commissioner
of Education in place of an elected board of directors; or

3.05.2 An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-103.

“Standards for Accreditation” means the series of requirements that specify what a public school
or public school district shall meet in order to be fully accredited by the Arkansas Depariment of
Education.

“Written curriculum” includes identified sequences of student learning expectations, pacing,
materials and resources used to teach the Arkansas Academic Standards and processes for
evaluating mastery of the standards at particular points in time throughout the K-12 educational
program.

400 BI-ANNUAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

The Department is responsible for the development of the Standards for Accreditation and shall review these
standards every two years to ensure alighment with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the

Department.

The review process shall include:

4.01

4.02

4.03

4.04

Public notice of the intent to review the Standards. Public notice may include notice of intent
provided at a State Board meeting, on the Department website, by Commissioner’s Memo, or
Department social media;

Organization of a committee consisting of Arkansas educators, administrators, and other
stakeholders to review and provide feedback to Department staff regarding the Standards ef for
Accreditation, particularly those found to have the most violations or in conflict with state law or
rules;

Revision, as needed, of the Standards for Accreditation by Department staff;

Submission of the revised Standards for Accreditation for review by the State Board of Education;
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5.00

6.00

7.00

4.05

4.06

Submission to the Senate and House Education Committees for review and feedback to the State
Board of Education: and

Review of the Senate and House Education Commiitiee feedback and submit submission 1o the
Board for approval of the Standards for Accreditation.

CITED STATUS

5.01

5.02

5.03

5.04

A public school district shall be assigned Accredited — Cited status when it is deemed to have
failed to meet any standard defined with a district cited status (“D/C”) in the Standards for
Accreditation.

A public school shall be assigned Accredited - Cited status when it is deemed to have failed to
meet any standard defined with a school cited status (“.S/C”) in the Standards for Accreditation.

No public school or public school district shall maintain Accredited — Cited status for violation of
any particular standard for a time period greater than two (2) consecutive school years including
the year the Accredited — Cited status is assigned, unless provided otherwise in these rules.

Any public school or public school district that fails to remedy itself from Accredited — Cited status
for violation of a particular standard after two (2) consecutive school years shall be assigned
Accredited — Probation status.

PROBATIONARY STATUS

6.01

6.02

6.03

6.04

A public school district shall be assigned Accredited — Probation status when it is deemed to have
failed to meet any standard defined with a district probationary status (“ID/P”) in the Standards for
Accreditation or was in Accredited — Cited status for the same violation the previous two (2)
consecutive school years.

A public school shall be assigned Accredited — Probation status when it is deemed to have failed
to meet any standard defined with a school probationary status (“S/P”) in the Standards for
Accreditation or was in Accredited — Cited status for the same & violation the previous two (2)
consecutive school years.

No public school or public school district shall maintain Accredited — Probation status for violation
of any standard for more than two (2) consecutive school years including the year the Accredited
— Probation status is assigned.

Any public school or public school district that fails to remedy itself from Accredited — Probation
status after the two (2) consecutive school years will be subject to mandates of Ark. Code Ann. §
6-15-207 and Section 9.00 of these Rules.

ACCREDITATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS

7.01

A public school or public school district shall be accredited based on compliance with the
Standards for Accreditation and shall be identified as Accredited.
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7.02 A material and substantial failure to comply with any state or federal law, rule, or regulation that
interferes with a public school or public school district’s obligation to provide a general, suitable
and efficient education may result in a recommendation of Accredited — Cited or Accredited —
Probation status.

7.023 Any person who knowingly submits or falsifies information requested or required by the
Department may be subject to licensure action pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410 and other
relevant state and federal law.

7.034 ACCREDITATION PROCESS

7.034.1 The Department shall annually review all public school and public school district
accreditation reports.

7.034.2 The Department shall:

7.034.2.1 Investigate any suspected deficiencies in meeting the Standards for
Accreditation.

7.034.2.2 Investigate all written complaints charging violations of the Standards for
Accreditation received by the Department.

7.034.2.3 Conduct additional review of public schools and public school districts
identified as being at risk of failing to meet the Standards for Accreditation.

7.034.2.4 Conduct an on-site review of public schools and public school districts
whenever the Department or State Board of Education deems necessary.

7.034.3At any time, a public school or public school district which does not meet the Standards
for Accreditation, as determined by the Department, shall be notified in writing of the
deficiency and the timeline for correction. Any deficiency unresolved shall be reported to
the State Board of Education for consideration of action.

7.034.4 By May 1, the Department shall notify the public school district superintendent of the
public schools or public school districts recommended accreditation status.

7.04.5 The State Board of Education will review the recommendation from the Department and
make the final determination of accreditation status for the identified public schools or
public school districts as outlined in Section 8.0 of these rules.

7.04.6 Public schools and public school districts classified as Accredited — Probation for more
than two (2) consecutive school years shall be subject to enforcement actions pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207 and Section 9.00 of these Rules.

8.00 SPECIFIC TIME FRAME FOR CITATIONS OR PROBATIONS

8.01 A public school or public school district may be placed in Accredited — Cited or Accredited —
Probation status if any violation of the Standards for Accreditation has not be been corrected or
the appropriate documentation detailing the public school or public school district’s plan, including
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9.00

8.02

8.03

8.04

necessary timelines, to correct the deficiency is not received by the Department within thirty (30)
days of notification of the violation or by May 15, whichever occurs first.

The Department will review the submitted documentation and respond in writing with the Iength
of time that will be allowed for correction of the deficiency. The time to correct the deficiency
shall not exceed ninety (90) days or beyond the last day of student contact for the school year,
whichever occurs first.

The recommended accreditation status will be submitted to the State Board of Education for final
approval.

After approval by the State Board of Education, the public school or public school district will be
identified as Accredited - Cited or Accredited - Probation which shall be considered the first year
of identification. The identification will remain in place for the following school year which shall
be considered the second year of identification.

ENFORCEMENT OF STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

9.01

9.02

9.03

The State Board of Education may, on its own motion or upon petition from the Department, take
any number of the following actions, listed in Section 9.03, to address a public school or public
school district which has failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation at any time after a public
school or public school district has received notice of being placed in Accredited — Probation status
pursuant to Section 7.034.4 of these rules. The Department shall petition the State Board of
Education for enforcement action as allowed by these rules when a public school or public school
district has failed to remedy all probationary violations within the specified time period for
correction.

The State Board of Education shall take at least one of the actions listed in Section £9.03 to address
any public school or public school district that has failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation
for two (2) consecutive school years including the year the Accredited — Probation status was
issued, unless the State Board of Education, at its discretion, issues written findings supported by
a majority of the board, that the public school or public school district could not meet the current
Standards in the required time period due to impossibility caused by external forces beyond the
public school or public school district’s control.

The State Board of Education shall be allowed to take the following actions to address any public
school or public school district on Accredited —~ Probation status for failing to meet the Standards
for Accreditation:

9.03.1 Require a public school district to reorganize, or to reassign the administrative,
instructional, or support staff of a public school or public school district;

9.03.2 Require a public school or public school district to institute and fully implement a
curriculum that is dased—en alivned to the Arkansas Academic Standards, including

providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the public school district;

9.03.3 Remove a particular public school from the jurisdiction of a public school district and
establish alternative public governance and supervision of such school or schools;
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9.03.4 Require a public school district to close down or dissolve a particular public school or
schools within a public school district;

9.03.5 Annex a public school district or districts or parts thercof with another receiving public
school district or districts pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.;

9.03.6 Consolidate a public school district or districts or parts thereof with another public school
district or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.;

9.03.7 Reconstitute the leadership of a public school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the public school district or any
particular board members of a public school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new school board
members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the public school district, or
both;

9.03.8 Designate the public school or public school district as being Accredited - Corrective
Action; or

9.03.9 Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State Board
of Education to assist and address a public school or public school district failing to meet
the Standards for Accreditation.

10.00 RIGHT OF APPEAL

In the event a public school or public school district believes the Department has improperly determined that any
public school or public school district has failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation, the public school district
shall have a right to file its written appeal with the office of the Commissioner of Education.

10.01 Any appeal shall be held at an open hearing, and the decision of the State Board of Education shall
be in open session. The appeal must be filed no later than May 15 following the May 1 written
notification. and the State Board of Education hearing must be held prior to June 30 of the same
calendar year.

10.02 The following procedures shall apply to State Board of Education hearings in which the public
school district believes the Department improperly determined that the public school or public
school district failed to meet the Standards for Accreditation:

10.02.1 All persons wishing to testify before the State Board shall first be placed under oath by
the Chairperson of the State Board.

10.02.2 The Department shall have up to twenty (20) minutes to present its case to the State Board.
The Chairperson of the State Board may allow additional time if necessary.

10.02.3 The appealing public school district shall have up to twenty (20) minutes to present its

case to the State Board. The Chairperson of the State Board may allow additional time if
necessary.
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10.02.4 The State Board s may pose questions to any party at any time during the hearing.

10.02.5 The State Board shall then discuss, deliberate, and vote upon the matter.

10.02.6 If deemed necessary, the State Board may take the matter under advisement and announce
its decision at a later date, provided that all discussions, deliberations, and votes upon the

matter take place at a public hearing.

10.02.7 The State Board shall issue a written order concerning the matter.

10.03 The State Board of Education may approve the classification of the public school or public school

10.04

district accreditation status, as determined by the Department, or it may sustain the appeal of the
district.

Pursuant to #he Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-203, an appeal from the ruling of the State Board of
Education may be made by a public school district to the Pulaski County Circuit Court provided
such appeal is made pursuant to the Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act, Ark. Code Ann. §
25-15-201 et seq.

11.00 WAIVER AUTHORITY AND PROCESS

11.01

11.02

Except as provided by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-202(b)(2), the State Board of Education on its own
motion, or on petition from the Department or from a district, may, upon a showing of just cause
in a public hearing of the State Board of Education, grant a waiver of any Standard for
Accreditation for no longer than one (1) school year. However, no curricula, student performance,
school performance, or any standard required by law may be waived for any time period.

11.01.1 A petition for waiver of any Standard for Accreditation by a public school district shall
be filed in the Office of the Commissioner of Education thirty (30) calendar days prior
to the meeting of the State Board of Education hearing the waiver petition, or no later
than April 20, whichever occurs first.

11.01.2 A hearing of the State Board of Education concerning a waiver of any Standard for
Accreditation shall be conducted in a public hearing of a properly announced regular or
special meeting of the State Board of Education in @eeerd accordance with Arkansas law
no later than May 20.

A waiver of any Standard for Accreditation approved by the State Board of Education shall only
apply to the school year in which it was granted. The approved waiver shall not apply to the next
school year.

12.00 NOTIFICATION TO THE PUBLIC

When any public school or a public school district is determined by the State Board of Education to be in
Accredited — Probation or Accredited — Corrective Action status for failure to meet the Standards for
Accreditation, the public school district, after exhausting its rights to appeal, shall publish the accreditation status
determination and findings of the State Board of Education to the public and the parents or guardians of each
student enrolled in the public school or public school district determined to have failed to meet the Standards for

Accreditation.
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12.01 The public notice shall be in an understandable and uniform format;

12.02 Immediately after the State Board of Education’s determination, the public notice shall be
published or disseminated:

12.02.1 On the website of the public school district; and

12.02.2 Published at least one (1) time a week for two (2} consecutive weeks in a local newspaper
of general circulation in the affected public school district.

12.03 Documentation of the publication shall be posted on the district website under State — Required
Information until the State Board of Education removes the status.
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APPENDIX A - THE STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION

Standard 1: Academics
The academic system of a public school district ensures all students have access to a guaranteed viable curriculum

aligned to the Arkansas Academic Standards for all academic areas alisned to-ArkansasAeademie-Standards.

Standard 1-A Curriculum and Instruction

1-A.1 Each public school district board of directors shall annually adopt and implement written
curriculum aligned to the Arkansas Academic Standards for the operation of the school district in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. Reading,
writing, speaking, and personal eempetencies success skills shall be incorporated into all
curriculum areas. (D/C)

1-A.1.1 For Grades K-4, all students shall receive instruction annually in each of the following
content areas (S/P):

1-A.1.1.1 English Language Arts;

1-A.1.1.2 Mathematics;

1-A.1.1.3 Social Studies;

1-A.1.1.4 Science;

1-A.1.1.5 Fine Arts; and

1-A.1.1.6 Health and Safety Education and Physical Education.

1-A.1.2 For Grades 5-8, all students shall receive instruction annually in each of the following
content areas (S/P):

1-A.1.2.1 English Language Arts;
1-A.1.2.2 Mathematics;

1-A.1.2.3 Science; .

1-A.1.2.4 Social Studies;

1-A.1.2.5 Physical Education;

1-A.1.2.6 Fine Arts;

1-A.1.2.7 Health and Safety; and
1-A.1.2.8 Career and Technical Education.

1-A.1.2.9 A unit of Arkansas history shall be taught as a social studies subject at each
elementary grade level in every elementary school in the state with greater
emphasis at the fourth (4th) and fifth (5th) grade levels, and at least one (1) full
semester of Arkansas history taught to all students at the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th,
1 1th, or 12th grade level in every public secondary school in the state. (S/P)

1-A.1.2.10 Upon approval by the Department, courses taught in grades 5-8 may be offered
for high school graduation credit. Courses shall have the same rigor as those
taught in high school, but content for a single course may be taught over a two-
year period. Teachers shall be licensed, or teaching under an approved waiver,

in the course taught with students participating in appropriate examinations.
(S/P)
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1-A.2

1-A.3

1-A.4

1-A.5

1-A.1.3 For Grades 9-12, the following content areas shall be offered annually for a total of 38
units, except as otherwise allowed by law and these rules (S/P):

1-A.1.3.1 English Language Arts - 6 units;

1-A.1.3.2 Science - 5 units;

1-A.1.3.3 Mathematics - 6 units;

1-A.1.3.4 Computer Science - 1 unit;

1-A.1.3.5 Foreign Languages - 2 units of the same s#beet language;

1-A.1.3.6 Fine Arts - 3 ¥ units;

1-A.1.3.7 Social Studies - 4 units;

1-A.1.3.8 Health and Safety Education and Physical Education ~ 1 % units; and

1-A.1.3.9 Career and Technical Education - 9 units of sequenced career and technical
education courses representing three (3) occupational areas.

1-A.1.3.10 Courses offerings shall include advanced educational courses in accordance
with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (S/P)

1-A.1.3.11 Beginning with the freshman class of 2017-2018, all students must earn credit
in a course that has personal and family finance standards. (S/P)

1-A.1.4 Following the Course Approval Process, a public school may request to combine or
embed the Arkansas Academic Standards from two (2) separate courses into one (1)
combined course. The public school must continue to teach the Arkansas Academic
Standards for each separate course that is combined. (S/P)

A unit of credit shall be awarded for a course which meets for a minimum of 120 clock hours
unless the public school district awards units of credit based on subject matter competency in
compliance with the public school district’s approved plan under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-216. (5/P)

Each public school district shall ensure that all required courses are taught in accordance with the
laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. A list of the required courses
approved by the State Board of Education is posted annually on the Department website. (D/P)

Each public school district superintendent shall submit a signed statement of assurance to the
Department verifying that the public school district has established procedures and monitoring
processes to ensure that the content of each course offered by the district is consistent with the
Arkansas Academic Standards. (D/C)

Each public school district shall adopt a school calendar and provide planned instruction per day
in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

1-A.5.1 Each public school shall provide a minimum of 178 days of student-teacher interaction
time. (S/P}

1-A.5.2 Except where otherwise allowed by law, each public school shall provide a planned
instructional day that averages no less than six (6) hours per day or thirty (30) hours per
week. Any day in which fewer than six (6) hours of instructional time is provided to
students shall be counted as one-half (1/2) of a school day if at least three (3) hours of
instructional time is provided to students. Any day in which fewer than three (3) hours
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1-A.6

-AL7

1-A.8

of instructional time is provided to students shall not be counted as part of a school day.
(S/P)

Each public school district shall comply with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department regarding class size and teaching load. (D-S/P)

Each public school district shall adopt instructional material consistent with the public school
district’s curriculum and the Arkansas Academic Standards and educational goals established by
the State Board of Education in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of
the Department. (D/P)

Each public school district superintendent shall submit & signed statement of assurance to the
Department verifying that the district is providing all necessary instructional materials to each
student without cost to the student. (D/P)

Standard 1-B Academic Policies

1-B.1

I-B.2

1-B.3

1-B.4

Each public school district shall engage parents, staff, and students in the adoption or review of
the written discipline pefiey policies, including that—inelude a code of student behavior, in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. The public
school district shall notify the parent(s) or guardian and students of the rules and procedures by
which the school is governed and require a signed acknowledgement from the parent(s) or guardian
that they have received the school’s discipline pefiey policies. (D/C)

Annually by August 1, each public school district shall post its written discipline pefiey policies
on the district website under State — Required Information. (D/C)

Each public school district shall comply with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department regarding nutrition and physical activity standards. (D/C)

Each public school district shall comply with any requirements of the Arkansas Educational
Support and Accountability Act placed on the public school or public school district. (D-S/C-P}

Standard 1-C Student Performance

1-C1

1-C.2

Each public school district must comply with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department regarding the statewide student assessment system, (1D-S/C-P)

1-C.1.1 Each public school shall assess at least 95% of its students on the annual statewide student
assessment. (5/C)

1-C.1.2 Selected public schools shall participate in any and all components of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). (S/C)

Each public school district shall adopt graduation requirements in accordance with the laws of the

State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department and include the graduation requirements in the
student handbook. (D/P)

42



1-C.2.1 Each public school district shall maintain accurate student records including graduation
requirements. (D/P)

1-C.2.2 For graduation, students must have acquired @ minimum of twenty-two (22) units of credit
as determined by the State Board of Education. (S/P)

1-C.2.3 Beginning with 2018-2019, all students must pass the Arkansas civics exam with a score
of at least 60% in order to graduate. This requirement shall not apply to those students
exempt by law. (S/P)

Standard 2: Student Support Services
The student support system of a public school district ensures that all students have equitable access to

opportunities and supports to meet college, carcer and eommunities communify readiness.
Standard 2-A Equitable Opportunities

2-A.1 Eachpublicsehool distriet board-of directors' A/l policies and actions of a school district’s board

of directors shall be nondiscriminatory and shall be in accordance with state and federal laws and
the rules of the Department. (D/P)

2-A.1.1 Each public school district shall file an accurate and timely Equity Compliance Report
by October 15 of each year. (D/P)

2-A.3 Laehpublicscheoldistrict The board of directors, administrators, and employees of a public
school district shall not knowingly authorize the participation of students in events or activities
held at a location where some students would be excluded or not given equal treatment because of
the student’s race, national origin, or ethnic background. (D/P)

Standard 2-B Attendance and Enrollment

2-B.1 Each public school district board of directors shall adopt a student attendance policy and include
the attendance policy in the student handbook. (D/C)

2-B.2 Each public school shall maintain accurate student attendance records in a format prescribed by
the Department. (D/P)

2-B.3 Each public school shall not admit any student who has not been age-appropriately immunized as
required by state and federal laws and rules. (5/C)

Standard 2-C Student Support Services Plan
2-C.1 Each public school district shall develop and implement a written plan for providing student
services to all students in the public school system in accordance with the laws of the State of
Arkansas and the rules of the Department. By August 1, the written plan shall be posted on the
district website under State — Required Information, (D/C}

2-C.2 Fach public school district shall provide a developmentally appropriate guidance program to aid
students in educational, personal/social, and career development. (D/C}
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Standard 2-D Media Center for Student Support

2-D.1 Each public school district shall annually budge and expend previde sufficient resources-budgeted
and-spertyeartytfor purchasing-andmaintaining to purchase and maintain an appropriate balance

of print, non-print, and electronic media that is adequate in quality and quantity to meet the
academic standards for all students. (D/C)

Standard 2-E Health and Safety Services

2-E.1 Each public school district shall provide a health services program under the direction of a licensed
registered nurse in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department. (D/C)

2-E.2  Each public school and public school district shall maintain appropriate materials and expertise to
reasonably ensure the safety of students, employees, and visitors. (D-5/C-P)

Standard 2-F Special Education Services

2-F.1 All public school district personnel, teachers, and administrators must comply with the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., its implementing regulations at
34 C.F.R. Part 300, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-41-101 et seq., the laws of the State of Arkansas, and the
rules of the Department. (D/C-P)

2-I'2 Each public school district shall offer a full continuum of special education services as required
by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq., its
implementing regulations at 34 C.F.R. Part 300, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-41-101 et seq., the laws of
the State of Arkansas, and the rules of the Department. (D/C-P)

Standard 2-G Gifted and Talented Services

2-G.1 Each public school district shall provide gifted and talented services in accordance with the laws
of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

Standard 2-H Dyslexia Services

2-H.1 Each public school district shall provide screening and intervention for dyslexia in accordance
with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (/P)

2-H.2 Each public school district shall comply with the annual dyslexia reporting as required by Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-41-606. (D/P)

Standard 2-1 Alternative Education Services

2-1.1  Each public school district shall provide appropriate alternative programs for students who are
identified as requiring such programs to continue their education. (D/C)

Standard 2-J English Language Services
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2-].1

2-1.2

Each school shall conduct a home language usage survey for each student upon the student’s to
student-upon initial enrollment to identify students that need to be screened for English for
Speakers of other Language Services. (5/C)

Each public school district shall offer a Language Instruction Educational Program for identified
English Learners in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department. (5/C)

Standard 3: District Operations and Fiscal Governance

The district operations and fiscal governance system of a public school district ensures alignment between
resource allocation and meeting the needs of each student’s academic success and well-being.

Standard 3-A Operating Policies, Procedures, and Training

3-A.l

3-A2

3-A3

3-A4

3-A5

3-A.6

3-A7

3-A.8

3-A.9

Each public school district board of directors shall adopt and update written policies for the fiscal
operation of the school district in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules
of the Department. By August 1, the written policies shall be posted on the district website under
State - Required Information. (D/C)

Each public school district shall adopt written personnel policies, including the teacher salary
schedule. By August 1, the written policies shall be posted on the district website under State —
Required Information. (D/C)

Each public school district shall submit accurate and timely reports deemed necessary to assure
compliance with federal and state law and the rules of the Department, as requested. (D/C)

Each public school district shall ensure compliance with the financial accounting and reporting and
annual training requirements required by the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department. (D/C})

Each public school district shall employ a general business manager responsible for the fiscal
operations of the school district. (2/C)

Each member of a public school district board of directors shall receive annual training in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. A statement
of the hours of training and instruction received by each board member for the preceding year shall
be included in the annual school performance report required by the laws of the State of Arkansas.
(D/C)

Each public school district superintendent shall file a written statement of assurance annually by
October 1 in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department.

(D/C)

Except where otherwise allowed by law, each public school district shall comply with the
Standards for Accreditation without using national school lunch categorical funds. (D/C)

By August 1, each public school district shall post all student handbooks on the district website
under State — Required Information. (D/C)
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3-A.10 Each public school district which has not obtained full and complete unitary status and has not

been released from court supervised desegregation obligations shall seek to obtain a declaration of
full and complete unitary status and release from all court supervision from the federal courts.
(D/P)

3-A.10.1 Beginning September 15 of each year, any public school district identified in Section 3-
A.10 shall submit written quarterly reports to the Department detailing the district’s
outstanding desegregation obligations and the district’s efforts towards obtaining full
unitary status and release from court supervision. The detailed plan shall include the
district’s progress towards meeting its obligations and timelines for reaching a
determination of full unitary status and release from court supervision.

3-A.10.2 If the Department is unable to verify the public school district’s efforts to comply with
the submitted detailed plan required by ef these Rules, the Department shall recommend
to the State Board of Education whether the public school district should be placed on
Accredited — Probation status in accordance with these Rules.

Standard 3-B School-level Improvement Plans and Reporting

3-B.1

3-B.2

Each public school in Arkansas shall develop, with appropriate staff and community participation,
a school-level improvement plan. School goals shall be compatible with district, state and national
educational goals and shall address local needs in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas
and the rules of the Department. The school-level improvement plans must be approved by the
district and school board and posted to the district website under State — Required Information by
August 1. (D/C)

By October 15, each public school district board of directors shall systematically and, at least
annually, explain its policies, programs, and goals to the community in a public meeting that
provides opportunities for parents and other members of the community to ask questions and make
suggestions concerning the school program in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas
and the rules of the Department. The report shall detail the progress of the district and schools
toward accomplishing program goals, accreditation standards, and proposals to correct
deficiencies. The report shall be made available to the public and the public shall be notified of
the meeting. (D/C)

3-B.2.1 The annual report to the public shall be posted on the disirict website under State —
Required Information no later than 10 days after the public meeting is held. (D/C)

Standard 3-C Maintenance of Records and Reports

3-C.1

Each public school and public school district shall develop and implement a records retention
policy that retains all reports and records necessary for effective planning, operation, and education
in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

3-C.2 Each public school and public school district shall maintain permanent student records in

accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

Standard 3-D Food Service
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3-D.1

Each public school district shall provide food services in accordance with federal and state laws
and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

Standard 4: Human Capital

The human capital system of a public school district ensures recruitment, retention, and development of kigkly
effective educators and support personnel to meet the needs of the whole child.

Standard 4-A Background Checks

4-A.1

Each public school district shall not employ personnel, whether licensed or non-licensed, who have
not successfully completed background checks in accordance with the laws of the State of
Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C-Pj

Standard 4-B Superintendent

4-B.1

4-B.2

Each public school district shall employ a full-time superintendent to oversee all operations of the
public school district. (D/P)

Each public school district superintendent shall meet the licensure requirements in accordance with
the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department unless the public school district
has an approved waiver in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the
Department. (D/C}

Standard 4-C Principals

4-C.1

4.C-2

Each public school shall employ at least a half-time principal. A full-time principal shall be
employed when a public school's enrollment reaches three hundred (300). A public school district
superintendent may be permitted to serve as a half-time principal when district enrollment is less
than 300 providing the superintendent is appropriately certified and is not already teaching classes.
Schools with an enrollment exceeding five hundred (500) shall employ at least one full-time
principal and a half-time assistant principal, instructional supervisor, or curriculum specialist.
(D/P)

Each public school district shall employ public school principals that meet the licensure
requirements in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department
unless the public school district has an approved waiver in accordance with the laws of the State
of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

Standard 4-D Teachers

4-D.1

4-D.2

Each public school district shall employ classroom teachers that meet the licensure requirements
in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department or are teaching
under an approved waiver in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of
the Department. (D/C}

Each public school district shall not employ an individual, including as a substitute teacher whether

directly employed by the school or through a teaching services contract, whose license has been
suspended or revoked by the State Board of Education for a disqualifying offenses or those,
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licensed or unlicensed individuals, who have been sanctioned for an ethical violation in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/C)

4-D.3 Each public school district must comply with the Right to Read Act, codified in Ark. Code Ann. §
6-17-429, with regards to the hiring of teachers who demonstrate proficiency in knowledge and
practices of scientific reading instruction. (D/P)

Standard 4-E Guidance Counselors

4-E.1 Each public school district shall employ guidance counselors that meet the licensure requirements
in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department or are working
under an approved waiver in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of
the Department. (D/C)

4-E.2  Each public school district shall have a student/guidance counselor ratio of no more than one to
450 students. (D/P)

Standard 4-F Library Media Specialists

4-F.1 Each public school district shall employ library media specialists that meet the licensure
requirements in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department
or are working under an approved waiver in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and
the rules of the Department. (D/C)

4-F.2 Public schools with fewer than three hundred (300) students shall employ at least one half-time
library media specialist. Public schools with three hundred (300) or more students shall employ
at least one full-time library media specialist. Schools enrolling fifteen hundred (1,500) or more
students shall employ at least two full-time library media specialists. (S/P)

Standard 4-G Professional Development

4-G.1 Teachers and administrators must comply with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of
the Department regarding professional development. (D-8/C)

4-G.2 Each public school district shall provide professional development in scientific reading instruction
in compliance with the Right to Read Act, codified in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-429. (D/P)

Standard S: Stakeholder Communication / Family and Community Engagement

The stakeholder communication / family and community engagement system of a public school district ensures
stakeholders are engaged in meaningful communication to provide an effective learning experience for each
student.

Standard 5-A Comprehensive Plan for Communication and Engagement

5-A.1 Each public school district shall have a written plan for parent, family, and community
engagement, including the scheduling of at least two (2) parent-teacher conferences each year, in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. By October 1,
the plan shall be posted on the district website under State — Required Information. (D/C)
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Standard 6: Facilities and Transportation
The facilities and transportation system of a public school district ensures a quality learning environment for

Arkansas students.

Standard 6-A Facilities and Equipment
6-A.1 Each public school district shall plan, construct, and maintain school facilities in accordance with
federal laws, the laws of the State of Arkansas, and the rules of the Arkansas Division of Public

School Academic Facilities and Transportation. (£/C)

6-A.2 Each public school districts shall adopt and implement school safety policies and procedures in
accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules of the Department. (D/P)
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 930 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: 83/20/17
91st General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2017 SENATE BILL 647

By: Senator J. English
By: Representative Cozart

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE ACCOUNTABILITY
SYSTEM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING THE PUBLIC SCHOOL STATE
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION I. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, Subchapter 4, is

repealed.
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As Engrossed: §3/20/17 SB647

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, iIs amended to add an
additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 29 — Arkansas Educational Support and Accountabilitv Act

40 03-06-2017 10:12:24 PIL417



W00~ L B W N

W W W o W W W N NN R RN N NN NN R e e e e e e e
LW N FE QO W N N W ORN DWW s W = O

As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

6-15-2901., Title.

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Arkansas

Educational Support and Accountabiliry Act”.

6-15-2902. Legislative findings.

The General Assembly finds that:
{1) Arkansas Constitution, Article 14, § 1, reguires the State

of Arkansas to provide a general, suitable, and efficient svstem of free

pubiic schools to the children of rhe state:

{2) Under the decision of the Arkansas Supreme Court in Lake
View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark. 31 (2002), it is the

absolute duty of the State of Arkansas to provide all public school children

with a substantially egual opportunity for an adequate education;

{3) It is the state’s responsibility to provide the starutory

framework necessary to ensure that all students in the public schools of this

state have a substantially egual opportunity to achieve and demonstrate

academic readiness, individual academic growth, and competencies through the

application of knowledge and skills in core subjfects, consistent with state

academic standards through a student-focused learning system;

{4)(A) In Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, the
Arkansas Supreme Court explicitly addressed the relationship between local
control versus the state’s responsibility when, In guoting DuPree v. Alma

School District No. 30, 279 Ark. 340 (1983), it opined, "[f1)f Ilocal

government fails, the state povernment must compel it to act, and if the

Iocal government cannot carry the burden, the state must itself meet irs

continuing obligation”.

(B) An accountability svstem that provides Iinereasing

levels of state assistance would help the local government or the local

public school district board of directors to meet this burden, while allowing

state intervention to occur if the local government chronically fails to meet

the burden in spite of the state assistance;

(5) Arkansas public schools and school districts would benefit

from an accountability svstem that:

(4) Uses multiple measures of student academic achievement

and growth; and

(B) Allows flexibility for public schools and school
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districts ro utilize local decision-making while maintaining guality in

education;
{6) A comprehensive accountability system would empower the

state and public school districts to assess the effectiveness of student-

focused education using multiple factors, measures, and indicators of student

achievement and school quality, rather than relving solely on an annual

statewide assessment; and

(7)(A) The State of Arkansas cannot be the sole guarantor of

each individual student’s success.

{B) Parents, students, families, educational institutions,

and communities, as collaborative partners in education, play an Important

role in the success of individual students.

6-15-2903. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) "Academic gprowth" means the calculation of a student’s

academic progress from one school year to the next, as measured by

assessments and other criteria reguired by rule of the State Board of

Fducation;

{2) "College and career readiness assessment"” means a set of

criterion-referenced measurements of a student’s acguisition of the knowledre

and skills that the student needs to:

{A) Be successful in furure endeavors. ineludineg credit-

bearing, first-vear courses at an institution of hisher education such as a

two-vear or four-year college, trade school, or technical school; or

{B) Embark on a career;

{3} “Consolidated state plan” means the Arkansas consolidated
state application accountability plan reguired under the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95;

{4)(A) "Educator” means a person holding a valid Arkansas

standard teaching Iicense, an ancillary license, a provisional license, a

technical permit, or an administrator’s Iicense issued by the state board.

{B) "Educator” includes a Iicensed or nonlicensed

classroom teacher or administrator emploved in a position under a waiver from

licensure;
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

(%) “Eneglish language arts” means the academic standards for

English, reading, and writing;
(6) “English learner” means an individual whose native language

is a language other than English or who comes from an environment where a

language other than English has had a significant impact on the individual’s

level of English language proficiency;

{7) *“Persopally identifiable information” means the same as in
34 CFR § 99.3. as it existed on January 1, 2017:
(8) "Public school” means:
{4) A school operated by a public school district; or

(B) An open-enrollment public charter school, as defined

in § 6-23-103;
(9) “Puyblic school district” means:

(4) A geographic area that:

(Z) Is governed by an elected board of directors

that conducts the daily affairs of public schools pursuant to the supervisory

guthority vested by this title; and

(1) Jualifies as a taxing unit for purposes of ad

valorem property taxes under § 26-1-101 et seq. and Arkansas Constitution,

Article 14, § 3; or

(B) An open-enroliment public charter school, as defined

in § 6-23-103:

{10) *“School-level improvement plan” means a plan that at a

minfmum:

(A) Establishes goals or anticipated outcomes;

(B) Identifies student supports or interventions to be

implemented; and

(C) Describes the professional learning necessary for

adults to deliver the supports or interventions:

{i1f) *“School district systems” means the operations and

procedures that occur within a public school district, Including without

Iimitacion:
{A) Academics;
{B) Facilities

{C) Fiscal operations;

(D) Human capital management; and
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{(E) Student support services:; and

(12} "Student success plan” means a personalized education plan

intended to assist students with achieving readiness for college, career, and

compunity engagement.

6-15-2904. Responsibility of Department of Education.

The Department of Education shall develop and implement a comprehensive

accountability svstem for Arkansas public schools and school districts that:

(1) FEstablishes clear academic standards that are periodically

reviewed and revised;

{2) Malntains a statewide student assessment system that includes

2 variety of assessment measures;

(3) Assesses whether all studenrs have eguitable access to

excellent educators;

(4) FEstablishes levels of support for public school districts;

and

{5) Maintains information systems composed of performance

Indicators rhat allow the department to identify levels of public school

district support and generate reports for the public.

6-15-2905. Aurhority of State Board of Education.

The State Board of Education shall:

(1} Approve:

(A) Academic standards for each content area; and

(B) A statewide student assessment system, including

without limitation performance levels for statewide assessments;

{2) Promulgate rules to implement the comprehensive

accountability system for Arkansas public schools and school districts and

this subchapter: and

{3) Take any other appropriate action reguired or authorized by

this subchapter.

6-15-2906. Academic standards.
(a)(1) The Department of Education shall establish academic standards

that define what students shall know and be able to demonstrate in each

content area.
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As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

{2) Instruction in all public schools shall be based on the

academic standards to prepare students to demonstrate the skills and

competencies necessary for successful academic prowth and high school

graduation.
{b) The department shall establish a schedule for periodic review and

revision of academic standards to ensure that Arkansas academic standards are

rigorous and prepare students for collere, career, and community ensacement:

(c) The department shall include, at a minimum, the followine elements

in the periodic review and revision of Arkansas academic standards:

(1) Review and input by Arkansas:

{A) FEducators from elementary, secondary, and higher

education; and

(B] Community members with professional experience related

to the academic content areag
{2) Study and consideration of academic standards at the

national and international level, as appropriate;

{3) Study and consideration of an evaluarion of the academic

standards from national groups or organizations, as appropriate; and

i4) Pubilic dissemination of revised academic standards.

6-15-2907. Statewide student assessment svstem.

fa) The Department of Education shall Implement a statewide student

assessment system to be administered by Arkansas publie schools on a schedule

determined by the State Board of Education that Includes the following

components:

(1) Developmentally appropriate measurements or assessments for
kindergarten through grade two (K-2) in literacy and mathematics;

{2) Assessments to measure English lansuage arts, mathematics,

and science as identified by the state board:

(3) Assessments of English proficiency of all Engilish learners;

and

(4)(A) Assessments to measure college and career readiness;

{B) A public school that serves any student in grades ten

through twelve (10-12) shall administer college and career readiness

assessments as determined by the state board to each student before he or she

graduates from high school.
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

(C) Public school districts may offer additional college

and career readiness assessments for students in grades tem through twelve

(10-12) at no cost to the student by using public school district funding,

Including without Iimitation national school Iunch state categorical funding
under § 6-20-2305.
{b) At the direction of the state board, the department shall cause

assegsment instruments to be administered at additional grade levels as

necessary to measure educarional achievement in the public schools of this

state.

{c)] The statewide student assessment system may Include additional

assessment options approved by the state board, including without limitrarion

assessments to measure application of knowledge and skills in civics,

government, and additional sciences, as measured on a schedule determined by

the state board.

{d) A public school district, at its own expense, mav assess rhe

academic achievement and growth of students by other means in addition to the

reguired statewide student assessment system.

fe) All students enrolled in a public school district shall

participate fn the statewide student assessment syvstem.

(£) Public school district boards of directors shall not establish

school calendars that Iimit or interfere with student participatrion in the

statewide student assessment svstem.

{g) The State of Arkansas shall participate in the administration of

the National Assessment of Educational Progress examinations.

{h) The department shall provide for statewide student assessments

that are:

(1) Valid and reliable;

(2) Obtained or developed, as appropriate, through contracts and

nproject agreements;

(3) Aligned to the Arkansas academic standards; and

{4) Scored and returned for public sehool and school district

use by July 1 of each vear.

(Z1)¢1) Public schools, school districts, and educators shall maintain

assessment security and confidentiality.
(2)(A) (1) The following individuals may serve as the test

administrator during the administration of a statewide student assessment
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As Engrossed: 8§3/20/17 SB647

under this subchapter if the individual bhas received the training required by

the department:

(1) A Ilicensed educator, including a long-term

substitute teacher;

{2} A retired educator; and

{3} An individual emploved under a wafver from

licensure as a teacher of record or as an adminisrrator.

(ii) If accompanied by a test administrator as

described in subdivision (i)(2)(A)(i) of this section, any emplovee,

including a substitute teacher, may serve as a test proctor.

(B} A relative or guardian of a student shall not serve as

a test administrator or proctor in the same testing room as the student

during the administration of an assessment under this subchapter.

(€) As used in this section, “long-term substitute

teacher” means an individual who holds a valid teaching license who does nor

have a full-time contract with a school districr.

(3) A violarion by a public school, a public school district or

an educaror of the security or confidential intesgritv of any test or

assessment may result In action by the state board under §6 6-17-410 and 6-

17-428 or under the rules promulgated by the state board to implement this

subchapter,
(f) The statewide student assessment svstem shall not assess students’

religious or political beliefs.

(k)(I) The assessment scores of students attending the Arkansas School

for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts of the Iniversity of Arkansas Svstem

shall be sent to and Included on the reports of the public school districr

the student attended immediatrely prior to transferring to the Arkansas School

for Matrhematics, Scilences, and the Arts.

(2) Copies of the assessment scores of students attending the

Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts shall be made

available to the Arksnsas School for Mathematics, Sclences, and the Arts.

(1) Public school districts shall analvze and report student

performance data to students, parents, and the community, Iif the disclosures

are not in conflict with applicable federasl law and state law.

6-15-2908. Analyses of statewide student assessment data.
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As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

(@) (1) The Department of Education shall provide analvses of dara

produced by statewide student assessments,

(2) The analvses of data shall:

(4) Use statewide student assessment results and other

valid and reliable measures of student learning, as determined by the State

Board of Education, that measure student performance and growth for the

purposes of improving student achievement, accountability, and recosnition:

and
(B) Provide the best measures of the effects of rhe

classroom, school, and school district on student performance or progress.

(3) The model used by the department shall:

(A) Be approved by the state board before implementation:

and

(B) Include without limitation sufficient transparency In

the model’s selection, development, and operational use to:

(1) Ensure that clear documentation, justification,

and technical gualities are reported: and

{171) Allow others in the field to assess the nature

and gualiry of the model, the resulting scores, and interpretations based on

the model’s scores.

(b} The state board shall approve the process and trimeline for a

public school district to verify the accuracy or request correction of the

statewide student assessment data.

{c) The score on statewide student assessments for an English learner:

{1} Shall nor be counted for growth or achievement purposes in

the accountability ratings of a public school or public school district if

the Fnplish learner has been enrolled in a public school or private school in

the United States for less than twelve (12) months; and

(1) Shall be counted for growth purposes only and not for

achievement purposes in the accountability ratines of a public school or

public school district if the English learner has been enrolled in a public

school or private school in the United States for at leastr twelve (12) months

but not more than twentyv-four {24) months.

6-15-2909. Public availability of test Instruments and scores.

{a! Apy material containing the personally idenrifiable information,
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As Engrossed: 8S3/20/17 SB647

including without limitation identifiable scores., of individual students on

any test taken under the provisions of this subchapter shall not be:

(1) Considered a public record within the meanings of the Freedom
of Information Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seg.: or

(2) Disseminated or otherwise made available to the public by a

member of the State Board of Education, an emplovee of the Department of

Eduycation, a member of the board of directors of a school district, an

employee of a school district, or any other person, except as permitted under

the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20
U.5.C. § 1232, as it existed on January 1, 2017.

(b) All analyses, reports, and compilations of test scores that do not
contain personally identifiable information are a public record within the
meaning of the Freedom of Informarion Act of 1967, § 25-19-101 et seq., if

the release complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of
1974, 20 U.5.C. § 1232z, as it existed on January 1, 2017, and with the
Student Oniline Persconal Information Protection Act, & 6-18-109.

fe) In order to protect the validity and reliability of statewlde

student assessments, the test instruments shall not be made available to rhe

public.

6-15-2910. Student performance levels.

{a) The Department of Education shall recommend student performance

levels for the statewlde student assessment svstem to the State Board of

Educatrion for its approval.

(b) Student performance levels shall be adopted for rhe following

academic content areas, including without limitation:
(1) FEnglish language arts;

(2) Mathematics; and

{3) Science.

(¢} Student performance levels for academic content areas shall

indicate the skills and competencies necessary for a student to be college

and career ready by the completion of hish school.

{d) Student performance levels shall be adopted for English language

proficiency.

6-15-2911. Student-focused learning svstem.
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

atil Beginning with the 2017-2018 school vear, the Department of

Education shall collaborate with public school districts to transition to a

student-focused learning svstem to support success for all students.

{2) As part of a public school district’s student-focused

learning system, the public school district shall annually use multiple

academic measures to identify students in need of addirional support or

acceleration to personalize learning in order for students to achieve their

grade-level expectations and individual growth.

{31 (A} Academic measures shall include statewide student

assegsment results.

(B) Academic measures may include without Iimitation:

(1) Subfect grades;

(i) Student work samples:; and

(f1ifi) Local assessment scores.

(bl(1) Beginning with the 2018-2019 school vear, each student, by the

end of grade eight {8), shall have 2 student success plan developed by school

personnel in collaboration with parents and the student that is reviewed and

updated annually.

{2) The student success plan shall, at a minimum:

(A} Guide the student along pathwavs to graduation:

(B) Address accelerated learning opportunities;

{C) Address academic deficits and interventions; and

(D) TInclude college and career plannine components.

(3) Ap Iindividualized education program for a student with a

disability, Identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,

20 U.5.C. § 1400 et seg., meets the regquirements of this section 1f the

Individualized education program:

(A) Addresses academic deficits and interventions for

students not meeting standards-based academic poals at an expected rate or

level; and
{B) Includes a transition plan that addresses college and

career planning components.
(4) The State Board of Education may promulgsate rules to

implement this section that include without limitation reguirements for the

development and review of a student success plan if a student 1s enrolled for

the first time in or transfers to a public school district in rhe state
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

during or after the student completes prade eight (8).

fc) Public school districts shall use data from college and career

readiness assessments to:

(1) Update student success plans;

{2) Assist students with:

{A) College and career readiness skills;

(B) Course selection In higch school; and

(€) Improved academic achievement;

(3) Provide the basis for counseling concerning postsecondary

preparatory programs; and
(4) Support strategies or programs to:

{A) TIncrease college preparation rates of all students,

including students of low Income, EFnglish learners, and minority students;

(B] Decrease the remediation rates of high school

graduates entering institutions of higher educatrion; and

{€) Increase the attainment of career credentials or

technical certificates through expanded opportunities for students.

{d) Publiec school districts may include community engagement

components as part of the public school’s student-focused learnine svstem and

student success plans.

6-15-2912. Educator excellence — Intent.

ia)l It is the Intent of the General Assemblv thar all students in

Arkansas public schools be tausght by qualified and effective educators and

that Iow-income or minority students not be taucht at disproportionate rates

by educators who are ineffective, inexperienced, or teaching a subject for

which they gre not currently licensed.
{b) The State Board of Education may promulgate rules that promote the

state’s goal of providing all Arkansas public school students with gualified

and effective educators and include withour limitation:

(1) Systems to support educator effectiveness;

(2) The method of reporting educator effectiveness by public

schools and school districts, including without limitation:

{A) The professional gualifications of educators: and

(B) The number and percenraze of:

(1) Teacher educators, prineipals, and school
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As Engrossed: $3/20/17 SB647

leaders who are Inexperienced;

(1) FEducators with emergency or provisional

credentials; and

(1ii) FEducators who are teaching a subject for which

they are not currently licensed: and

{3) The methods of calculating and reportine the rate ar which

low-income and minority students are disproportionately tausht by educators

who are ineffective, Inexperienced, or teachine a subject for which they are

not currently licensed.

{e} Each public school and school district shall:

(1) Report the data needed by the Department of Education to

identify and evaluate educator effectiveness in accordance witrh state and

federal reporting requirements; and

{2) FEnsure that its educators provide instruction that alfszns

with the academic standards established to prepare students to demonstrate

the skills and competencies necessary for successfiul] academic growth and hish

school graduarion.

6-15-2913. Levels of school district support.

(a){l) The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules to
establish:

fA) (1) The process for determining the differentiated

levels of support that the Department of Educatrion will provide to school

digtricrs.

(1i) The levels of support shall include:

{a) Level I - General;

(b) Level 2 - Collaborative:

fe) Level 3 - Coordinated;
{d} Level 4§ - Directed; and

{e) Level 5 — Intensive; and

(B) The process for guiding, monitoring, or directing:

(i) School-level improvement plans;

{11) Supports;

(141} Resources;

(iv) Interventions; and

{v) Reporting requirements.
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As Engrossed: S§3/20/17 SB647

{2) The process established by the state board for determining
the level of support provided to a publie school distriet may Include without

limiration consideration of:
(4) The performance levels of all students on statewide

student assessments adopted in accordance with the consclidared state plan;:

(B) The performance levels of subgroup populations on

statewide student assessments adopted in accordance with the consolidated

state plan;

(C) The schools identified as in need of tarreted or

comprehensive support, or both, pursuant to the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No. 89-10, as reauthorized by the Every
Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95; and
(D) Orher criteria the state board determines appropriate,

including without Iimiratrion:

(1) Feeder pattern performance;:

(i1} Graduation rates;

(111} Growth calculations; and

{iv) Other indicators of school success.

(b)(1) The state board may adopt, by rule, an alternate process of

determining the level of support to be provided to public schools or school

districts serving specific student populations, including without Ilimitation:

(A} A public school that is designated solely as an

alternative learning environment;

(B} An open-enrollment public charter school whose mission

and enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of

school or are identifled as at risk of dropping out of school;

{C) A conversion public charter school whose mission and

enrollment are primarily focused on students who have dropped out of school

or are Iidentified as at risk of dropping out of school:
(D) The Arkansas School for the Blind;:
() The Arkansas School for the Deaf; and

(F) A public school or system of education that primarily

serves adjudicated yvouth.

{2) The alternate process adopted by the state board under

subsection (b)(1) of this section shall specify the method to measure student

academic performance.
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As Engrossed: 853/20/17 SB647

(¢} A public school district that fails to comply with reguirements

placed on the public school district by the state board under this subchapter

is in violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools

and School Districts.

6-15-2914. School-level improvement plans — School district support

plans.
{a) The General Assembly finds that it 1s the responsibility of:

(1) The state to support its public school districts; and

(2) A public school district to support its schools.

{b)(1) Beginning on May 1, 2018, and by May ] annuallv thereafter, a

public school shall submit to its public school districtr a school-level

improvement plan for approval by the public school district and public school

district board of directors for implementation In the following school year.

(2) School-level improvement plans shall be posted on the public

school district’s website by Ausust 1 of each vear.

fe) School-level improvement plans shall be:

(1) Monitored by the public school district for Implementation

fidelity and progress throughout the yvear: and

(2) FEvaluated annually by the public school district for soal

progress and accomplishment.

{d)(1) Annually by September 1, a public school districr receiving

Level 2 - Collaborative, Level 3 - Coordinated, Level 4 - Directed, or Level

S - Intensive support shall submit to the Department of Education a public

school district support plan in accordance with rules of the State Board of

Education.
{2) A public school district’s support plan shall be posted on

the public school district’s website no later rhan ten (10) davs after

submission to the department.

fe) Public school district support plans shall include without

limitation the support the public school district will provide ro public

schools identified as in need of targeted or comprehensive support, or both,

pursusnt to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No.

89-10, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No.
114-95,
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As Engrossed: 53/20/17 SB647

6-15-2915, School district classification as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support — Student transfer eligibiliry,

(a) The State Board of Education shall promulgare rules governing the

classification of public school districts as in need of Level 5 - Intensive

support and the support to be provided.

(b) The Department of Education shall notify in writines the public

school district superintendent and the president of the public school

district board of directors of the recommendation to the state board for

classification as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

fe){l) A public school district recommended for classification as in

need of Level 5 - Intensive support may appeal to the state board by filing a

written appeal with the Commissioner of Education in accordance with the

procedure established In the rules of the state board.

(2) A public school district shall be classified as in need of

Level 5 -Intensive support and receive support upon final determinarion by

the state board.

{3} A public school district mayv appeal the state board’s final

determination to the Pulaski County Circuit Court under the Arkansas

Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq.

{d) A student attending a public school district classified as 1n need

of Level 5 - Intensive support may transfer under the Arkansas Opportunity
Public School Choice Act of 2004, § 6-18-227., to another public school
district that is not classified as in need of Level 5 ~ Intensive support.

6-15-2916. State Board of Education authority over a public school

district classified as in need of Level 5 - Intensive support.

If a public school district is classified as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support, the State Board of Education mav:

{1} Direct the Commissioner of Fducation to conduct an analysis

of all school district svstems and make recommendations for action by the

state board; and

{2) Assume authority of the public school district and take one

(1) or more of the following actions at any time after classification:

{4) Remove permanently, reassign, or suspend on a

temporary basis the superintendent of the school district and:

(1) Appoint an individual in place of the
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As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

superintendent of the public school district to administratively operate the

public school district under the supervision and approval of the

commissioner;

(11) Authorize the individual to remove, replace,

reassign, or suspend public school district personnel in accordance with

state law; and

(1ii}) Compensate from public school district funds

the individual appointed to operate the public school districr and other

Individuals authorized by the commissioner;

{B) Remove permanently or suspend on a temporary basis

some or all of the current public school district board of directors and

either:
(i) Call for the election of a new public school

district board of directors, in which case the public school district shall

reimburse the county board of election commissioners for election costs as

otherwise required by law;

(fi}) Reguire the public school district to operate

without a board of directors under the supervision of the superintendent of

the public school district or an individual or panel appointed by the

commissioner; or

(171i} Direct the commissioner to assume some or all

authority of the public school district board of directors as mayv be

necessary to operate the public school district;

{(Cl{i) Remove on a temporary basis some or all of the

powers and duties granted to the current public school district board of

directors under § 6-13-620 or any other law but allow the public school

district board of directors to continue to operate under the direction and

approval of the commissioner.

(1i) The state board shall define the powers and

duties of the public school district board of directors.
(i1} The public school district board of directors

shall act in an advisory capacity to the commissioner regarding all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner:

(D) Require the annexation, consolidarion, or

reconstitution of the public school district under § 6-13-1401 et seg. and

this subchapter;:
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As Engrossed: S3/20/17 SB647

(E) Walve provisions of Title 6 and corresponding rules of

the state board with the excepricn of:

(Z) Special education programs as provided by this

ticie;
{Z1) Conducting criminal backsround checks for

emplovees as provided ipn this title: and

f1ii) Health and safety codes as established by the

state board and local povernmental enriries;

{F) Require reassignment of some or all of the

administrative, instructional, or support staff of a public school;

(G) Reguire a public school to institute and fully

implement a student curriculum based on academic standards;

(H) Reguire a public school to provide professional

development for treachers and administrators based on the department’s review

of educators’ professional growth plans with the cost to be paid bv the

public school distriect in which the public school is Iocated:

{I) Remove one (1) or more public schools from the

Jurisdiction of the classified school district and establish alternative

public povernance and supervision of the public school;

(J) Reguire reorganization, closure, or dissolution of one

{1} or more of the public schools within the classified district; and

(K) Take any other necessarv and proper action, as

determined by the state board that is allowed by law.

6-15-2917. Public school district under authority of the State Board

of Education.

fa)l For a public school district under the authorityv of the State

Board of Education, the state board shall review quarterly the progress of

the public school district toward improving rhe issues that caused the

classification of the public school district as In need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.
(bl At any time during the second full school vear followine the

assumption of authority or any time thereafter:

(1) The state board may direct the commissioner to update the

analysis of all school district systems to determine if the pubiic school

district has demonstrated substantial improvement of rhe issues that caused
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As Engrossed: 83/20/17 SB647

the classification of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support;
(2] The commissioner may recommend to the state board that the

state board:

{A) Take additional action concerning the public school
district under § 6-15-2916; or
(B) Return the public school district to local control

through the appointment or election of a board of directors; and

(3)({A) The state board may return the public school district to

local control throush the appointment or election of a newly elected board of

directors upon the recommendation of rhe commissioner.

(B) The state board may 1imit the powers and duties of the

public school district board of directors under § 6-13-620 or anv other law

but allow the public school district board of directors to operate under the

direction and approval of the commissioner.

(C) The state board shall define the powers and duties of

the public school district board of directors if the state board Iimits rthe

powers and duties under subdivision (b)(3){B) of this section.

(D} The public school district board of directors shall

act in an advisory capacitv to the commissioner in repards to all other

powers and duties maintained by the commissioner.

(E) The state board may grant additional powers and duties

to the public school district board of directors if the public school

district demonstrates progress toward improving rhe issues that caused the

classificarion of the public school district as in need of Level 5 -

Intensive support.
{c)(i) If the public school district has not demonstrated to the state

board and the Department of Education that the public school district meets

the criteria to exit Level 5 - Intensive support within five (5) vears of the

assumption of authority, the state board shall annex, consolidate, or

reconstitute the public school district under § 6-13-1401 et seg. and this

subchapter.
{2) The state board shall promulsate rules to establish the

criteria by which a public school district may exit Level 5 -Intensive

support,
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As Engrossed: §3/20/17 SB647

6-15-2918, Comprehensive information systems.

(a) The Department of Education shall:

(1) Establish and maintain comprehensive information systems

that allow reporting, analysis, and data-driven decision-making by public

school districts;:

(2] Provide technical assistance to public school districts in

the use of the data; and

(3} Provide data access to any authorized entiry for analvzing

computations and posting public school, public school disrrict, and state

student achievement, if the disclosures are not in conflict with applicable

federal and state law.

(b) The department shall provide electronic resources for educators rto

support and gugment student achievement, efficilency, and educational

Initiatives.

fc) The department may contract with providers to collect, maintain,

and analvze data and prepare reports.

SECTION 3. TEMPORARY LANGUAGE. DO NOT CODIFY. (a) To ensure an

orderly transition from the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment, and

Accountability Program Act, § 6-15-401 et seq., to the Arkansas Educational

Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et seqg., the Department of

Education shall continue to provide supports and interventions to the stare’s

existing priority schools, focus schools, and public schools and public

school districts in academic distress or under state authoritv to meet

current state and federal reguirements.

{b) As part of the transition process:

(1) Public school districts classified as being in academic

distress and under state authority as of the effective date of this act

shall:
(A) Be classified by the State Board of Education as In

need of Level 5 — Intensive support:

{B) Receive Level 5 — Intensive support; and

{C) Continue to be under state authority subject to the

provisions of this act;

{2) Public schools that meet the reguisite exit criteria for

academic distress, priority, or focus status shall be removed from that
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classification; and

{3)(A) The department, in coliaboration with the public school

district, shall develop a transitional support plan for public school

districts that have public schools classified in academic distress, priority,

or focus statius.

(B} Transitional support plans shall:

(1) Be approved by the state board;
{if{) Be based on data from:

{fa) Reports regquired under the state or federal

accountabilitv systems in effect prior to this act;
{b) Public school and public school district

comprehensive improvement plans;:

{fe) Interim and summative student assessment
results from the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 school wears; and
{d}) Other local data indicating student

progress; and

{i1i1) Describe the support:

{a) The department will provide to the public

school district; and

(b) The public school district will provide to

its public schools.

(C) The department shall continue to assist public

school districts pursuant to the approved transitional support plans

until the department determines no later than July 1, 2019, the level

of support the public school district will receive under the Arkansas

Educational Support and Accountability Act, § 6-15-2901 et seq.

75/, English

APPROVED: 04/05/2017
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