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ARKANSAS DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

RULES GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
Proposed Effective Date: Mareh3;-2020-April 2022

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE

1.01 The State Board of Education enacted these rules pursuant to its authority as set
forth in Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-11-105, 6-23-101 et seq., 25-15-201 et seq.

2.00 LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY INTENT
2.01 It is the intent of the Arkansas General Assembly,@nd of thege rules,4¢ provide
opportunities for teachers, parents, pupils, and commupity membess to establish

and maintain public schools that operate $adependently from’the exw(mg» structure
6 local school districts as a method to accomplish the followﬁhg

2.01.1 Improve student learning;

\3\\\?‘ ) orol %(ﬂérease learning opportunities for all students, with special emphasis on
\)Re egﬁs expanding learning €Xpetiences for students who are identified as low-

\}‘“\‘ achieving;

2.01.3 Encourage thewse-of differentand innovative teaching methods;

2.01.4 Credte new ; professignal opportunities for teachers, including the
oppertunity to'be'responsible for the learning program at the school site;

2015 Provide parents and pupils with expanded choices in the types of
edugational opportunities that are available within the public school system;

and

2.01.6 Hold the schools established under this chapter accountable for meeting
measurable student achievement standards.

3.00 DEFINITIONS

3.01 “Academic Eligibility” means qualified for selection or admission based upon
academic performance.
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"Adult education charter school" means a charter school for individuals at least
nineteen (19) years of age that offers a high school diploma program and an
industry certification program simultaneously to students.

“Affected School District” means each public school district from which an open-
enrollment public charter school or adult education public charter school is
expected to draw students for the purposes of enrollment; the public school district
in which the open-enrollment public charter school or adult education public charter
school will be located; and each public school district that is-c@ntiguous to the
public school district in which the open-enrollment or adult edécation pu@*ljc charter
school will be located.

“Athletic Eligibility” means qualified for selection or admission baged.upon athletic
performance or upon athletic eligibility‘¢equirements set forth by \the. Arkansas
Activities Association.

“Application” means the proposal by a publie-schoel district or eligible entity for
obtaining conversion public charterschoolfatus or open-enrollment public charter
school status. :

“Authorizer” means an s‘r’ﬂ;ty fhgf’auﬂ&eﬁﬁesh charter, which may be either the:
3.06.1 Division of Elementary and Seéondary Education; or

3.06.2 Staté Board of Educatfon acting under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-703 and
Sectlon 1.0 of these rules.

“Average daily membership” means the total number of days of school attended
plus the total number of days absent by students in kindergarten through grade
twelvfe‘(I(-12)~dﬁring the first three (3) quarters of each school year divided by the
‘aumiber of school days actually taught in the school district during that period of
time rounded up to the nearest hundredth. Open-enrollment public charter school
students who are enrolled in a curriculum that fulfills the requirements established
by the State Board of Education under the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas
Public Schools and School Districts may be counted for average daily membership.

“Charter,” or “charter contract” means a performance-based contract for an initial
five-year period between the authorizer and an approved applicant for public
charter school status that exempts the public charter school from state and local
rules, regulations, policies, and procedures specified in the contract and from the
provisions of Title 6 of the Arkansas Code specified in the contract. The initial
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charter or charter contract may be renewed as set forth in these rules. For the
purposes of these rules, the initial five-year period of a charter begins to run on the
July 1 following approval of the charter unless otherwise specified by the
authorizer. The period for any subsequent renewal of an initial charter shall begin
to run on the July 1 following approval of the renewal.

"Charter school office” means the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education's Charter School Office.

"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Elementdry and Seconda;
ry
Education.

“Conversion public charter school” means a public sehoel thathas- converted to
operating under the terms of a charter aprowed by the losal schoolhoard and the
authorizer.

“Debt” means any financial obligation incurred by-a public charter school which
will not be paid in full. within 365 days from the date on which the financial
obligation is incurred. " Debt does not include multi-year service contracts for
equipment as long as the contriact length does not exceed the current charter term.

"Division" means thg:Arkansas Department of Education's Division of Elementary
and Secondary Educatigny.unless otherwise specified.

“Eligible eftity” means:
3.1‘4.; A publie institﬁtﬂdr; of higher education;
3.142 A pl;iii"‘ate nonsectarian institution of higher education;
3043 A governmental entity; or
3.14.4 An organization that:

3.14.4.1 Is nonsectarian in its program, admissions policies,
employment practices, and operations, and

3.144.2 Has applied for tax-exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the

Internal Revenue Code of 1986. The eligible entity must
obtain status as a tax-exempt organization under § 501 (¢)(3)
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of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 prior to the first day

of its operation with students.
“Founding member” means any individual who is either:

3.15.1 A member or an employee of the eligible entity applying for the
initial charter for an open-enrollment public charter school; or

3.15.2 A member of the initial governing non-advisory 46ard. of the open-
enrollment public charter school.

“Letter of Intent” means a written notice submitted td,the Charter Schopl Office
that a public school district or an eligible entity intengsito file-a eharter school
application. The letter of intent shall be ‘§ubmitted by the established deadline on
forms provided by the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education.

“License” means the authority granted by the autherizer to an already-existing
open-enrollment or adult educatiompubliccharter sponsoring entity for the purpose
of establishing another ogeh-enrollment or adult education public charter school(s)
provided the applicant for a chanter license(s) meets the following minimum
conditions: (1) maintajffan sxlsting epen-enrollment or adult education public
charter school chartex ffom the authorizer; and (2) meets the requirements of
Section 6.05 or Section 11.03 of these rules.

“Local schépl board” means'a board of directors exercising the control and
mfanagement of 4, public: school district. For the purposes of these rules, “local
spﬁle\boar » dlso reférs to the board of directors of a school district where a public
charter sehool will be physically located.

“Net assets” refers to the status of particular items upon the occurrence of the
<diggolution, nonrenewal, or revocation of the charter, with the purpose being to

_identify publicly-funded unencumbered assets as property of the state at that point.

Specifically, “net assets” refer to any unencumbered asset for which public funds
were spent.

“Open-enrollment public charter school” means a public school that:

3.20.1 Is operating under the terms of a charter granted by the authorizer
on the application of an eligible entity;
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3.20.2 May draw its students from any public school district in this state;
and
3.20.3 Is a local educational agency under the Elementary and Secondary

Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. § 7801, as it-existed-on-April10;
2009- reauthorized on December 10. 2015.

3204 “Open-enrollment public charter school” also possesses the same
meaning as given the term “charter school” in theé Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, 20 U.S.C. é 72211, a8 it-existed

enApril-0;2009- reauthorized on December 10. 2015.

“Parent” means any parent, legal guardian, or other pérson haying custody or
charge of a school-age child. '

“Public school” means a school that is part ofa public séhool district under the
control and management of a local school board.

“Public charter school™ pieans a conversion public charter school or an open-
enrollment public charter schoel.

“Sectarian” means ofeer relating togpartlcular religious sect. Source: Black’s Law
Dictionary, 8% Ed., 2004..

“Short-term Line of Credit” means any financial obligation or obligations incurred
b$ & public-charfer schowl as the result of an agreement by a lender or potential
oreditorto advance funds of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or more in the form
of

3.244 “A loan (or combination of loans) that is payable in full in less than
three hundred sixty-five (365) days from the date on which the
financial obligation is incurred; or

3.24.2 A loan (or combination of loans) that does not define a date certain
at which the loan is payable in full.

4.00 RULES APPLICABLE TO ALL PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

4.01

Charter Form for Public Charter Schools — Requirements — Revision

4.01.1 A charter for a public charter school shall:
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4.01.1.1 Be in the form of a written contract signed by the
Commissioner and the chief operating officer of the public
charter school;

4.01.1.2 Satisfy the requirements of Title 6, Chapter 23 of the
Arkansas Code and of these rules; and

4,01.1.3 Ensure that the information required undefr Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-23-404 is consistent with the infornfation prqvided in the
application and any modifigation that the authorizer may
require.

4.01.2 Any revision or amendment of thig ¢harter for a public charter school may
be made only with the approval of the authorizer.

4.01.3 An open-enrollment charter school shaﬂ poststhe most recent version of its
written contract on the website of the.open-enrollment public charter school
by August 1 of eagh.vear.

Authorizer Hearing Noti€® Requirements

4.02.1 For applications for a public charter school, the public charter school
applicarit shall subgit its application according to a schedule set forth by
the State Board of Edueation.

4.02.2 For renéwal requests for a public charter school, the public charter school
applicantshall submit its renewal request according to a schedule set forth

by theState Board of Education.

4023 For requests seeking authorizer approval for a change in the physical
location of a public charter school, the public charter school applicant shall
submit such request not later than thirty-five (35) days prior to the date of
the authorizer meeting at which the request will be heard. For open-
enrollment or adult education public charter schools, each such request shall
be contemporaneously sent by the applicant to the superintendent of the
local school district in which the public charter school is located.

4.02.3.1 For the purposes of these rules, a change in the physical
location of a public charter school means a relocation of a
public charter school from its present location.
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4.02.3.2 Requests for a change in the physical location of a public
charter school shall include maps of the present and
proposed future locations of the charter school, and shall
identify the local public school district in which the proposed
future location will be located.

4.02.3.3 Not later than seven7 fourteen (14) days after receipt of
the request to change the physical location®fzpublic charter

school, the Commissioner may, in writifg, requite the public
charter school, the local schiol distkigt and the Bivision of
Elementary and Secondary E;dii@ation 1Q submitadditional
information, including without uljiﬁ-itation @ desegregation
analysis, concernifig the proposed change in \the< physical
location of the public charter scheol. Should the
Commissioner require the submisgign of such additional
information, he or she shall medify the deadlines contained
in Sections 4.04.4, 4./94.5, 4.04.6 of these rules accordingly.

For requests seeking autherizer approval for other amendments to a public
school charter, th€ publi¢ charterschool applicant shall submit such request
not later than thirty-five (353 days prior to the date of the authorizer meeting
at which the reguest will be ‘heard. For open-enrollment public charter
schools; €ach suchgeguest shall be contemporaneously sent by the applicant
to thie superintendent @Pthe local school district in which the public charter
scheol wifl be located.

4.02.5 Yot requests seeking authorizer approval for licenses for an existing open-

4.02.6

enr@ﬂihent er-adulteduecation-publie charter school, the open-enrollment e
adult—edue&&e&pubhe charter school applicant shall submit such request for
license not later than thirty-five (35) days prior to the date of the authorizer

‘meeting at which the request will be heard. Each such request shall be
contemporaneously sent by the applicant to the superintendent of the local
school district in which the public charter school will be located.

Under circumstances involving imminent peril to the health, welfare, or
safety of students, or under circumstances that may negatively impact the
continuation of educational services offered by the public charter school,
and upon written request from the public charter school, the Commissioner
or his or her designee may waive the requirements set forth in Sections
4.02.3 through Sections 4.02.5 of these rules. The decision of whether to
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grant such a waiver is within the sole discretion of the Commissioner or his
or her designee. If the Commissioner, or his or her designee, grants such a
waiver, he or she shall also adjust the resulting deadlines for local school
districts and Division of Elementary and Secondary Education staff
contained in Sections 4.04.5 and 4.04.6 of these rules.

4.03 Basis and Procedure for Public Charter School Probation or Charter Modification,
Revocation or Denial of Renewal

4.03.1 The authorizer may place a public charter school an, proba’giiin or may
modify, revoke, transfer, assign or deny renewal of its charter if the
authorizer determines that the persons operating.the public. chartér/school:

4.03.1.1

4.03.1.2

4.03.1.3

4.03.L4

4.03.1.5

Committed a matégial violation of the charter;. including
failure to satisfy accouptability provisiens prescribed by the
charter;

Failed to satisfy gentrally accepted accounting standards of
fisgdl manggement;

Fafled te comply with this Title 6, Chapter 23 of the
Arkansas CQd\e\or other applicable law or regulation; or

Fallgd> to meet academic or fiscal performance criteria
deemed appropriate and relevant for the public charter
school by the authorizer.

Pursuant to the federal mandate contained in P.L. 111-117,
123 Stat. 3264, the authorizer will consider increases in
student academic achievement for all groups of students
described in Section 1111 (b)(2)(C)(v) of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act as a primary factor in
determining whether to non-renew or revoke a public charter
school’s charter. However, any one of the circumstances
listed in Sections 4.03.1.1 through 4.03.1.4 of these rules
may be reason enough to non-renew or revoke a public
charter school’s charter.

4.03.2 Any action the authorizer may take under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105 and
Section 4.03 of these rules shall be based on the best interests of the public
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charter school’s students, the severity of the violation, and any previous
violation the public charter school may have committed.

The authorizer’s procedures for placing a public charter school on probation
or modifying, revoking, transferring, assigning, or denying renewal of the
public charter school’s charter can be found in these rules as follows:
4.03.3.1 Conversion public charter schools: Section 5.00.

4.03.3.2 Open-enrollment public charter schools: Section 6.00.
4.03.3.3 Adult Education public charter 8chools: \§?ection 41.00.

There is no further right of appeal beyond the determination of the
authorizer except as set forth in Sectign’.9.00 and 10.00 of these Rules.

The Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq., shall not
apply to any hearing concetning a gyblic charter school.

Impact on School Desegregation Efforts

4.04.1

4.04.2

4.04.3

4.04.4

"

The applicants.fer a publ‘i‘c ¢charter school, the local school board for the
district in which the proposed—;;ublic charter school would be located, and
the authGrizer shall carefully review the potential impact of an application
for a publimcl?arter scheol on the efforts of a public school district or public
scheol difricts t. comply with court orders and statutory obligations to
create and maifitain a unitary system of desegregated public schools.

The authorizer shall attempt to measure the likely impact of a proposed
public-charter school on the efforts of public school districts to achieve and
maintain a unitary system.

The authorizer shall not approve any public charter school under Title 6,
Chapter 23, or any other act or any combination of acts that hampers, delays,
or in any manner negatively affects the desegregation efforts of a public
school district or public school districts in this state.

A public charter school or applicant shall provide to the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education, with a copy to the local school board
for the school district in which the public charter school is or will be located,
a desegregation analysis carefully reviewing the potential impact of the
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public charter school’s application or request on the efforts of a public

school district or public school districts to comply with court orders and
statutory obligations to create and maintain a unitary system of
desegregated public schools:

4.04.4.1 In its application for a public charter school charter;

4.04.4.2 In its renewal request for its existing public charter school
charter;

4.04.4.3 In its request to change the physicaf Jocation of its existing

charter school if required by the Commigsioner in
accordance with Section 4.02.3 of these rules;:

4.04.4.4 In any request to amend its existing charter to increase its
enrollment cap or add grade'levels:.4nd

4.04.4.5 For an existing opqnfenrollmen’t public charter school, in any
request foria license.

The local schoolBpard-ef the sehoel district in which the proposed public
charter schoghiis or will l}e located may provide to the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Ed’ﬁcation, with a copy to the public charter
school GF: applicant) a desegregation analysis carefully reviewing the
poteftial impdet of an_application for a public charter school, or a request
under Seépi’oh 4.84.4 above, on the efforts of a public school district or
public sehool districts to comply with court orders and statutory obligations
10 ¢reate and maintain a unitary system of desegregated public schools:

4.04.5.1 Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer’s
consideration of an application of a public charter school;

4.04.5.2 Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer’s
consideration of a proposed renewal of a public charter
school;

4.04.5.3 Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer’s

consideration of a change in the physical location of a public
charter school if required by the Commissioner in
accordance with Section 4.02.3 of these rules;
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Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer’s
consideration of a proposed amendment to a public charter
that includes an increased enrollment cap or the addition of
grade levels; and

Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer’s |
consideration of a proposed license for an existing open-
enrollment public charter school.

Failure of the local school board of the district4n which the
proposed public charter schoel will%e‘ Jocated to submit to
the Division of Elementary ahd Secopdary Edycation a
desegregation analysis as set fogt_ﬁ\ above ghall result in a
waiver of the locd] sehool board’s right to su@m‘it such a
desegregation analysis td:the authorizer.

In accordance with Section 4.04 of these rules, the Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education staff shall submit to the authorizer, with copies to
the public charter school or applicant and the local school board of the
school district in which the public charter school is or will be located, a
desegregation anﬁ*l’ysié':

4.04.6.1

4,04.6.2

4.04.63

4.04.6.4

Wot. later than ten (10) days prior to the authorizer’s
cons,iﬁeration of an application of a public charter school;

\N?ﬁt, later than ten (10) days prior to the authorizer’s
‘consideration of a proposed renewal of a public charter
school;

Not later than ten (10) days prior to the authorizer’s
consideration of a change in physical location of an open-
enrollment public charter school if required by the
Commissioner in accordance with Section 4.02.3 of these
rules;

Not later than ten (10) days prior to the authorizer’s
consideration of a proposed amendment to a public charter
that includes an increased enrollment cap or the addition of
grade levels;
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Not later than ten (10) days prior to the authorizer’s

consideration of a proposed license for an existing open-
enrollment public charter school; and

At any other time as directed by the authorizer or the
Commissioner.

The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education's
desegregation analysis will include as-@&ttachments the
desegregation analyses provided by thé applicant or public
charter schiool and the localgehool bisgtd in which the public
charter school is or will be loeated.

Observance of Anti-Discrimination Laws

4,05.1 All public charter schools shall observe. and £emply with all anti-
discrimination laws, both federal and state, except where otherwise
exempted under federal charter schéol law.

4.05.2 All public charter sshdols are responsible for meeting the requirements of
the Individuals with Disebilities Education Act (IDEA) and these rules.

4.05.3 All public charter:schools are-responsible for meeting the requirements of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Reporting Requiréments.

406.1 Within ten’(10) calendar days of the close of the first quarter of each school
year, a public charter school shall submit a written report to the Division of
Elemepiary and Secondary Education that contains the following
information for the current school year:

4.06.1.1

4.06.1.2

4.06.1.3

The number of applications for enrollment received,;

The number of applicants with a disability identified under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §
1400 et seq.; and

The number of applications for enroliment the public charter

school denied and an explanation of the reason for each
denial.
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4.06.2 Within ten (10) calendar days of the close of the fourth quarter of each
school year, a public charter school shall submit a written report to the
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education that contains the
following information for the current school year:

4.06.2.1 The number of students in each of the following categories:

4.06.2.1.1

4.06.2.1.2

4.06.2.1.3

446.2.14

4.06.21.5

4.06.2.1.6

4.06.2.1.7

4.06.2.1.8

Students who dropped ewt of the public
charter school during th¢ schoolyear;

Students who were expelled during the
school year by the public chagter school;

Students who were enrolled in the public
charter schobl but for a reason other than
those cited under Sections 4.06.2.1.1 and
4.062,1.2 did not complete the school year at
the ‘public charter school;

Students identified in Sections 4.06.2.1.1
through 4.06.2.1.3 who transferred to another
open-enrollment public charter school;

Students identified in Sections 4.06.2.1.1
through 4.06.2.1.3 who transferred to a
private school;

Students identified in Sections 4.06.2.1.1
through 4.06.2.1.3 who transferred to a home
school;

Students identified in Sections 4.06.2.1.1
through 4.06.2.1.3 who transferred to a
school outside of Arkansas; and

Students identified in Sections 4.06.2.1.1
through 4.06.2.1.3 who transferred to a
traditional public school district within
Arkansas.
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4.06.2.1.9 The report shall identify the dates of transfer
for all students identified in Section

4.06.2.1.8.

For all students enrolled in the public charter school, the
scores for assessments required under the the Arkansas
Educational Support and Accountability Act, Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-15-2901 et seq. :

If there is any discrepancy in the nuber of gtudents for
whom scores are reported ander Sé¢tion 4.06.2)2 of these
rules, and the number of studerits enrogd at the beginning
of the school year, the public chartér school shall explain in
the report the reasdn for the discrepangy.

The Division of Elementary and Secondary: Education shall not exempt a
public charter school from the reporting required under Section 4.06 of

these rules.

The Division of Elemeéntary and Secondary Education shall publish a copy
of each report on‘the divjsion's website.

If a public charter school fails to comply with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-107
and Seetion.4.06 of these rules, the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Eduéation shafl note the'failure in the annual evaluation of the public charter

scheol.

496.6 Every public-charter school shall furnish any other information, record, or
repart’ requested by the Charter School Office unless disclosure of the
infomgfion, record, or report is explicitly prohibited by court order or by
federal or state law.

4,067 The Charter School Office shall, at least annually, post on the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education's website a list of deadlines for which
legally required reports are due from the public charter school to the
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Public Charter Schools Receiving Federal Dissemination Grants from the Division
of Elementary and Secondary Education
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4.07.1 Public Charter Schools that receive federal dissemination grant funds from

the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall, by July 1 of
each year, provide the Charter School Office with a list of the public charter
school’s best or promising practices in accordance with their approved
dissemination grant applications.

4.07.2 By August 1 of each year, the Charter School Office will post a link of each
public charter school’s best or promising practices on the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education's website.

Application Process, Schedule and Forms

4.08.1 A procedure for establishing a public charter sshdel shall e published by
the Division of Elementary and Sgdendary Education as approved by the
State Board.

4.08.2 All dates and requirements listed in the proceduses for establishing a public
charter school shall be strictly fé‘;i‘owed by the public charter school
applicant.

4.08.3 If all dates and f8quirements listed in the procedures for establishing a
public charter-school are th\styictly followed by the public charter school
applicant, the agthorizer may refuse to consider the application.

4.08.4 Appflication forms and wther documents needed for the public charter school
applicatign proceds shall be provided by the Charter School Office and are
incorporated irto these rules as if fully set forth herein.

4.08.5 Any requests for technical assistance by a charter applicant shall be made
to the €harter School Office.

4.08.6 Tetter of Intent: Each public charter school letter of intent shall be
submitted by the potential applicant by electronic means and must be
received by the Charter School Office on or before the established deadline.
The Charter School Office may refuse to process or review any letter of
intent not received by the established deadline. The Charter School Office
will electronically acknowledge receipt of received letters of intent.

4.08.7 Charter Application: Each public charter school application shall be
submitted by the applicant by electronic means and must be received by the

Charter School Office on or before the established deadline. The Charter
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School Office may refuse to process or review any application not received
by the established deadline. The Charter School Office will electronically
acknowledge receipt of received applications.

The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall review the
application for a public charter school and present to the authorizer a written
evaluation of the application. The division's evaluation shall be sent to the
public charter school applicant.

The public charter school applicant shall be allowed an oppértunity to
submit a written response to the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Education's evaluation by an established deadline.

4.08.10 The Division of Elementary and ggéondary Education may re\q?ui're

additional information from a chartengp‘plicant to be delivered by the
charter applicant in oral or written form,@r’both.

5.00 RULES APPLICABLE TO CONVERSION PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

5.01 Application for Conversion Plblie Charter School Status

5.01.1

501.2

Any public sghool district mayapply to the authorizer for conversion public
charter school status for a puBlic school in the public school district in
accordafite: with a g¢hedule approved by the State Board. The-authorizer
shall not appréve an application for conversion public charter school status
that-has rit first Been approved by the school district’s board of directors.

A publicscheol district’s application for conversion public charter school
status "‘fqr the public school may include, without limitation, the following
purposes: :

5.01.2.1 Adopting research-based school or instructional designs, or
' both, that focus on improving student and school
performance, which may include. without limitation. the
implementation of a community school plan. as defined by

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-3002;

5.01.2.2 Addressing school improvement status resulting from
sanctions listed in Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-15-207(c)(8) and 6-
15-2915; or
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005.15
Partnering with other public school districts or public

schools to address students’ needs in a geographical location
or multiple locations.

5.01.3 An application for a conversion public charter school shall:

5.01.3.1

5.01.3.2

5.01.33

§.01.3.4

5.01.3.5

5.01.3.6

Describe the results of a public hearing called by the local
school board for the purpose of assessing support of an
application for conversion public charter.sehiwel status.

Notice of the public hearingshall bés

5.01.3.2.1 Distributed to theé community, licensed
persqnnel, and the ‘parents of all students
enrolled at the public school for which the
public sghvol  dfstrict initiated the
application; and

5403.2.2 Published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the public school district at
least three (3) weeks prior to the date of the
meeting;

Desgribe a plan for school improvement that addresses how
the conwersion public charter school will improve student
Jearning and meet the state education goals;

Outline proposed performance criteria that will be used
during the initial five-year period of the charter to measure
the progress of the conversion public charter school in
improving student learning and meeting or exceeding the
state education goals;

Describe how the licensed employees and parents of the
students to be enrolled in the conversion public charter
school will be involved in developing and implementing the
school improvement plan and identifying performance
criteria;

Describe how the concerns of licensed employees and
parents of students enrolled in the conversion public charter
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school will be solicited and addressed in evaluating the

effectiveness of the improvement plan; and

5.01.3.7 List the specific provisions of Title 6 of the Arkansas Code
and the specific rules promulgated by the State Board from
which the public charter school will be exempt.

5.01.3.8 If the school wishes the authorizer to designate it as a
community school. as defined by Ark. Code=Ann. § 6-15-
3002:

5.01.3.8.1 Include avequest tohe'designated as a
community schéol: and

5.01.3.8.2 Include a community school plan,
as defined by Afk. Code Ann. § 6-15-
3002, which must contain. without
Jimitation. an initial plan for serving
student needs.

5.01.4 A licensed teaclity employed by a public school in the school year
immediately preceding the \cfchtive date of a charter for a public school
conversion withjmthat public school district may not be transferred to or be
employ€d by the conversion public charter school over the licensed
teacher’s o‘bjé‘stion, nor shall that objection be used as a basis to deny
coﬂtihuingyehlplti}gnent within the public school district in another public
school 4t a simflar grade level.

5.01.5 If the transfer of a teacher within the public school district is not possible
because only one (1) public school exists for that teacher’s certification
level, then the local school board shall call for a vote of the licensed teachers
+4n the proposed conversion public charter school site and proceed, at the
local school board’s option, with the conversion public charter school
application if a majority of the licensed teachers approve the proposal.

Authorization for Conversion Public Charter School Status
5.02.1 As requested by the conversion public charter school applicant, the

authorizer shall review the application for conversion public charter school
status and may approve any application that:
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5.02.1.1

5.02.1.2

5.02.1.3

5.02.1.4

005.15
Provides a plan for improvement at the school level for

improving student learning and for meeting or exceeding the
state education goals;

Includes a set of performance-based objectives and student
achievement objectives for the term of the charter and the
means for measuring those objectives on at least a yearly
basis;

Includes a proposal to directly and subétantially ihvolve the
parents of students to be eptolled ih the conversioh public
charter school, as well as the licensed employeés and the
broader community, in the procesg bf carryipgout the terms
of the charter; and" '

Includes an agreement toprovide a4early report to parents,
the community, the local scheel board, and the authorizer
that indicates the prdgress made by the conversion public
charter school in meeting the performance objectives during
the prgvious year.

5.02.2 The authorizer-may also desif\‘gnate a conversion public charter school as a

community scheohas deﬁned‘b\'* Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-3002 provided that

the schetl:has met the requirements of section 5.01.3.8 of these rules.

Résubmission of/C’onweréfipn Public Charter School Applications

503.1 If the autherizer disapproves an application for a conversion public charter
scheoly.the authorizer shall notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for
the disapproval.

5.03.2 The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education may provide
technical assistance to the conversion public charter school applicants in

the:

5.03.2.1

5.03.2.2

Creation of its application; and

Modification of its application as directed by the
authorizer.
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5.05

5.06

005.15
Public Conversion Charter School Renewal: The authorizer is authorized to renew

charters of conversion public charter schools on a one-year or multiyear basis, not
to exceed five (5) years, after the initial five-year period if the renewal is approved
by the local school board.

Teacher Hires when Charter Revoked: If a licensed teacher employed by a public
school district in the school year immediately preceding the effective date of the
charter is employed by a conversion public charter school and the charter is
revoked, the licensed teacher will receive a priority in hiring forthefirst available
position for which the licensed teacher is qualified in the public sehdol district
where the licensed teacher was formerly employed:

Authorizer Hearing Procedures Related to Conversieg Public Charter Schools
(Application, Renewal, or Request for Charter Amendment)

5.06.1 All persons, with the exception of the aftdrneys sépresenting the parties,
who plan to provide testimony during the hearing must be sworn by the
Chair of the body. conductiig the héaring.

5.06.2 The conversion pubhfé'charter school or applicant shall have twenty (20)
minutes to presefibits case. to the authorizer for approval of the proposed
conversion publie charter sghdol, renewal, or amendment. The Chair of the
authorizing body may grant additional time, if necessary.

5.06.3 Parties opposed to the conversion public charter school application,
renewal, 4r amendment, if any, shall have twenty (20) minutes to present
their cdse to the authorizer for disapproval of the proposed conversion
public charterschool, renewal, or amendment. The Chair of the authorizing
body mqy grant additional time, if necessary.

5.06.3.1 Any party in opposition that wishes to present or participate
at the hearing must notify the division's Charter School
Office and the school or applicant in writing no later than
ten (10) business days prior to the hearing.

5.06.3.2 If a party in opposition intends to use a presentation,
handouts, or any other document, it must provide copies to
the Charter School Office and to the school or applicant no
later than ten (10) business days prior to the hearing.
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5.06.3.3 A party in opposition that fails to notify the Charter
School Office no later than ten (10) business days prior to
the hearing may only present or participate at the hearing
with the permission of the authorizer.

5.06.4 The conversion public charter school or applicant shall have five (5)
minutes to respond to any arguments in opposition to the conversion public
charter school application, renewal, or amendment. The Chair of the
authorizing body may grant additional time, if necessary.

5.06.5 The authorizer will follow the presentation vgh discussien of the
conversion public charter school application or request and guestions, if
any, to the conversion public charter school or applicant, apposing parties,
or both. ‘

5.06.6 The authorizer may issue a final decision at the hefying or take the matter
under advisement until a future scheduled meeting.

5.06.7 The authorizer may. defer the vote to approve or disapprove a charter
application, renewal, ot amiendment in order to allow a public charter school
or applicant to méke modificatiens.or receive technical assistance to correct
deficiencies jmthe applicatigror request.

Note: Additional requirements pertaining to hearings involving the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education as aufhorizer may be found in Section 8-00 9.00 of these Rules. Additional
requirements peftaining to-hearipgs involving the State Board of Education as authorizer may be
found in Section 9:08°10.00 of these Rules,

5.07 Authorizer H‘e@ring Procedures Related to Conversion Public Charter Schools
(Modification; Probation or Revocation of Charter)

5.07.1 Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer meeting at which the
matter of modification, probation or revocation will be considered, the
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall provide written
notice of the reason(s) for the proposed action, as well as of the time and
location of such hearing, to the conversion public charter school.

5.07.2 All persons, with the exception of the attorneys representing the parties,

who plan to provide testimony during the hearing must be sworn by the
Chair of the body conducting the hearing.
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5.07.3 The conversion public charter school shall have twenty (20) minutes to
present its case to the authorizer regarding the proposed modification,
probation, or revocation of the conversion public charter school charter.

The Chair of the authorizing body may grant additional time, if necessary.

5.07.4 The authorizer will follow the presentation with discussion of the matter
and questions, if any, to representatives from the Division, the conversion
public charter school, or both.

5.07.5 The authorizer may issue a final decision at the hearing or take the matter
under advisement until a future scheduled smeeting.

5.08 A district conversion public charter school may voluntatily surrgnder its charter
prior to the renewal cycle upon written fequest to the Charter Schogl Office and
approval by the authorizer.

5.08.1 A written request to surrender its chaster must be received by the Charter
School Office no later than thirty4jve (35) days prior to the date of the
authorizer meeting at which the request will be heard.

5.08.2 The authorizer shiall follow the hearing procedure in Section 5.07 of these
Rules. :

Note: Additional requirements pertaining to hearings involving the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education as authorizer may be fotind in Section 8:00 9.00 of these Rules. Additional
requirements peﬁaining to-heariygs involving the State Board of Education as authorizer may be
found in Section 9-6¢ 10.00 of these Rules

6.00 RULES APPLICABLE TO OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER
SCHOOLS

Note: The rules applieable to Adult Education Charter Schools can be found in Section 11.00 of
these Rules.

6.01 Application for an Open-Enrollment Public Charter School

6.01.1 Pursuant to Title 6, Chapter 23 of the Arkansas Code and these rules, an
eligible entity may apply to the authorizer to grant a charter for an open-
enrollment public charter school to operate in a facility of a commercial or
nonprofit entity or a public school district. As noted in Section 6.17.11 of
these Rules, an open-enrollment public charter school shall have the right
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of first refusal to purchase or lease for fair market value a closed public
school facility or unused portions of a public school facility located in a
public school district from which it draws students if the public school
district decides to sell or lease the public school facility.

6.01.2 The authorizer shall adopt an application form, schedule, and a procedure
that must be used to apply for an open-enrollment public charter school.
The State Board shall adopt any applications, forms, schedules and
procedures that are required to be promulgated through & Administrative
Procedure Act.

6.01.3 The authorizer shall adopt, in conjunction with the appligation forny adopted
under section 6.01.2 of these Rules, a scoring qubric that shall constitute
criteria to inform the authorizer’s @pproval of a program for whié;h‘ an open-
enrollment public charter may be grantéd. The State Board shall'adopt any
rubric that is required to be promulgated throdgh the Administrative
Procedure Act.

6.01.4 The application o' the authorizer for an open-enrollment public charter
school shall be made in accordance with a schedule approved by the
authorizer. The 8tate Board shall adopt any schedule that is required to be
promulgated through the Adrhinistrative Procedure Act.

6.01.5 The application farm. must provide space for including all information
requﬁaed undet- Title &, Chapter 23 and these rules to be contained in the
charter.

6.01.6 \’{l’i‘é\appﬁcatien for an open-enrollment public charter school shall:

6.01.6.7 Describe the results of a public hearing called by the
applicant for the purpose of assessing support for an
application for an open-enrollment public charter school.

6.01.6.1.1 Notice of the public hearing shall be
published one (1) time a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks in a newspaper having
general circulation in the public school
district in which the open-enrollment public
charter school is likely to be located.
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6.01.6:2

6.01.6.3

6.01.6.1.2

6.04.6:1.3

005.15
6.01.6.1.1.1 The last publication of notice

shall be no less than seven (7)
days before the public
meeting.

6.01.6.1.1.2 The notice shall not be
published in the classified or
legal notice section of the
newspapet.

Within sevep¢7) caléndar days following the
first publicatign' of noticeé: required under
Section 6.01.6.1.1 of thesg rules, letters
annfuiicing the public hearing shall be sent to
the supetintendent of each of the public
school disfricts frémy which the open-
enrollment public-eharter school is likely to
draw students for the purpose of enrollment
and the superintendent of any public school
district that is contiguous to the public school
district in which the open-enrollment public
charter school will be located.

An affected school district may submit
written comments concerning the application
to the authorizer to be considered at the time
of the authorizer’s review of the application.

Describe a plan for academic achievement that addresses
how the open-enrollment public charter school will improve
student learning and meet the state education goals, which
may include. without limitation. the implementation of a

community school plan. as defined by § 6-15-3002;

Outline the proposed performance criteria that will be used
during the initial five-year period of the open-enrollment
public charter school operation to measure its progress in
improving student learning and meeting or exceeding the
state education goals;
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6.01.6.4 List the specific provisions of Title 6 of the Arkansas Code
and the specific rules and regulations promulgated by the
State Board from which the open-enrollment public charter
school seeks to be exempted;
6.01.6.5 Describe in general terms, the area within the boundaries of
the school district where the applicant intends to obtain a
facility to be used for the open-enrollment public charter
school.
6.01.6.5.1 If the facility to bg used for an open-
enrollment puklie. charter §chool 4s,a public
school district facjf‘ity, the \gpen-enrollment
pubﬁc‘ charter schosl must opetate in the
facility’ im accordance with the terms
established By: the lotal school board of the
public -school" district in an agreement
goverhing the relationship between the open-
enrollment public charter school and the
public school district.
6.01.6.5.2 If the facility that will be used for the open-
enrollment public charter school is owned by
or leased from a sectarian organization, the
terms of the facility agreement must be
disclosed to the authorizer.
4,01.6.6 Include a detailed budget and a governance plan for the
operation of the open-enrollment public charter school.
6.01.6.7 If the school wishes the authorizer to designate it as a

community school. as defined by Ark., Code Ann. § 6-15-
3002:

6.01.6.7.1 Include a request to be designated as a
community school: and

6.01.6.7.2 Include a community school plan.
as defined by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-
3002. which must contain. without
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limitation. an initial plan for serving

student needs.

6.01.7 Review and Approval by the Local School Board:

6.01.7.1

6.01.7.2

6.01.7.3

6.01.7.4

6.01.7.5

- 6.01.7.6

The application may be reviewed and approved by the local
school board of the public school district in which the
proposed open-enroliment public charter school will
operate.

Any decision by the local schod! ‘board approving or
disapproving the application must be mad& withiri forty-five
(45) days of the local school board’s” receipt of the
application.

The applicant may submi to the atthorizer for expedited
review an application .approved by the local school board
under Section 6.01 A.J of these rules.

If the \l?xca] school board disapproves the application, or if
thé localgchool beard takes no action in the time allowed by
Section 6.01,{%2 of these Rules, the applicant shall have an
Ymimediate right to proceed with a written notice of appeal to
the-authorizer.

\Tﬁ\e} authorizer shall hold a hearing within forty-five (45)
‘calendar days after receipt of the notice of appeal or a request
for review, unless the applicant and the local school board
agree to a later date.

All interested parties may appear at the hearing and present
relevant information regarding the application.

6.02 A licensed teacher employed by a public school district in the school year
immediately preceding the effective date of a charter for an open-enrollment public
charter school operated at a public school facility may not be transferred to or be
employed by the open-enrollment public charter school over the licensed teacher’s

6.03

objections.

Authorization for an Open-Enrollment Public Charter School
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6.03.1 Asrequested by the applicant for an open-enrollment public charter school,
the authorizer shall review the application for an open-enrollment public
charter school and may approve any application that:

6.03.1.1

6.03.1.2

6.03.1.3

6.03.1.4

6.03:1.5

6.03.1:6

Provides a plan for academic achievement that addresses
how the open-enrollment public charter school proposes to
improve student learning and meet the state education goals;

Includes a set of performance criteria that willibe used during
the initial five-year period of the opén-enroliment public
charter school’s operation tpmeasurs fts progressin meeting
its academic performance goalsi ‘

Includes a proposai & directly and substantially involve the
parents of students to Be. enrolled in the open-enrollment
public charter school, the licensefl, employees, and the
broader community in.carrying out the terms of the open-
enrollment charter;

Includedan agreement to provide an annual report to parents,
thé community, and the authorizer that demonstrates the
progress madeby the open-enrollment public charter school
during the prevféus academic year in meeting its academic
perfprmance objectives;

Inéludes a detailed budget, a business plan, and a governance
‘plan for the operation of the open-enrollment public charter
school; and

Establishes the eligible entity’s status as a tax-exempt
organization under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 prior to the first day of its operation with students.

6:63.2 The authorizer mav also designate an open-enrollment public charter school

as a community school as defined bv Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-3002 provided

that the school has met the requirements of section 6.01.6.7 of these rules.

6.04  Other Application Requirements — Preference for Certain Districts

6.04.1 The authorizer may approve or deny an application based on:
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6.04.1.2
6.04.1.3

6.04.1.4

005.15
Criteria provided by law;

Criteria provided by rule adopted by the authorizer under
section 6.01.3 of these Rules;

Findings of the authorizer relating to improving student
performance and encouraging innovative programs; and

Written findings or statements received 4y the authorizer
from any public school district likely fo,be affected by the
open-enrollment public charter scho‘qf.

6.04.2 The authorizer shall give preference in approv,ﬁig an application for an
open-enrollment public charter séhdel to be located in any Jublic school

district:

6.04.2.1

6.04.2.2

6.042:3

When the percentage of students- who qualify for free or
reduced-prige lunchés is above the average for the state;

When the district has been classified by the State Board as
infiged Qf Level 5= Intensive Support under the Arkansas

- Educational S‘upport and Accountability Act, Ark. Code
Anin. § 6-15-2901 et seq.; or

When e district has been classified by the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education as in some phase of
Aiscal distress under the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and
Accountability Program, § 6-20-1901 et seq., if the fiscal
distress status is a result of administrative fiscal
mismanagement, as determined by the State Board.

6.04.3 The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education, State Board, or a
combination of the division and the State Board may grant no more than a
total of twenty-four (24) charters for open-enrollment public charter schools
except as provided under Section 6.04.3.1 below.

6.04.3.1

If the cap on the number of charters available for aa open-
enrollment public charter schools is within two (2) charters
of meeting any existing limitation or cap on available open-
enrollment charters, the number of available charters shall
automatically increase by five (5) slots more than the most
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recent existing limitation or cap on open-enroliment

charters.

6.04.3.2 By March 1 each year, the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education shall issue a Commissioner’s Memo
stating the existing limitation on the number of charters
available for open-enrollment public charter schools and the
number of charters available for open-enrollment public
charter schools during the next applicaticaTyele.

6.04.4 An open-enrollment public charter applicant’s s‘@{i‘oel campus shall be
limited to a single open-enrollment public charter schoql per chatter except
as allowed in Section 6.05 of these rules.

6.04.5 An open-enrollment public charter schowl shall not gpen in the service area
of a public school district administratively: reorgaized under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-13-1601 et seq., until aftersthe third year of the administrative
reorganization.

6.04.6 A private or paroch‘ial alementary or secondary school shall not be eligible
for open-enrollmeént pubglc charter school status.

Open-Enrollment Publig €harter School Licenses

6.05.1 A charter apphcant that receives an approved open-enrollment public

charter nfay petﬁnqn the authorizer for additional licenses to establish an

_ open-enirollment public charter school in any of the various congressional
Qiéﬁicts in Arkansas if the applicant meets the following conditions:

6.05.1.17 The approved open-enrollment public charter applicant has
demonstrated academic success as defined by the State
Board for all public schools;

6.05.1.2 The approved open-enrollment public charter applicant has
not:

6.05.1.2.1 Been subject to any disciplinary action by the
authorizer;

6.05.1.2.2 Been classified as in fiscal distress or in need
of Level 5--Intensive Support;
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6.05.1.2.3 Had its open-enrollment public charter
placed on charter school probation or
suspended or revoked under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-23-105 or Section 4.03 of these rules; and

6.05.1.24 The authorizer determines in writing by a
majority of a quorum present that the open-
enrollment public charter applicant has
generally  established/ the  educational
program resalts and criteria set forth in
Section 6.05 of these rules.

6.06 Resubmission of Open-Enrollment Publié Charter School Applications

6.06.1 If the authorizer disapproves an applicatipi.for an‘open-enrollment public
charter school, the authorizer shall netify the applicant in writing of the
reasons for such disapproval.

6.06.2 The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education may provide
technical assistaneg tothé applicant for an open-enrollment public charter

school in the:

6.06.2.1

6.06.22

Creation of its épplication; and

Modifieation of its application as directed by the
authorizer.

6.07 Conténts of Open-Enrollment Public Charters

6,07:1 An open-enrollment public charter granted by the authorizer shall:

6.07.1.1

6.07.1.2

6.07.1.3

Describe the educational program to be offered;

Specify the period for which the open-enrollment public
charter or any renewal is valid;

Provide that the continuation or renewal of the open-
enrollment public charter is contingent on acceptable student
performance on assessment instruments adopted by the State
Board and on compliance with any accountability provision
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6.07.1.5

6.07.1.6
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specified by the open-enrollment public charter, by a
deadline, or at intervals' specified by the open-enrollment
public charter;

Establish the level of student performance that is considered
acceptable for the purposes of Section 6.07.1.3 of these
rules;

Specify any basis, in addition to a basis spe€ified by Title 6,
Chapter 23 of the Arkansas Code or Section 4,03 of these
rules, on which the open-esiroliment public charter school
may be placed on probation ot its éhmtér reveked or on
which renewal of the open-enroHgient public eharter school
may be denied; )

Prohibit discrimination inadmissiofs,policy on the basis of
gender, national origin;, race, ethnicity, religion, disability,
or.academig-or athlefie eligibility, except as follows:

6.074.6:1 The open-enrollment public charter school
may adopt admissions policies that are
consistent with federal law, regulations, or
guidelines applicable to charter schools;

6.07.1:6:2 Consistent with the requirements of Section
6.07.1.14.3 of these rules, the open-
enrollment public charter school may allow a
weighted lottery to be used in the student
selection process when necessary to comply
with Title VI of the federal civil rights act of
1964, Title IX of the federal Education
Amendments of 1972, the equal protection
clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution, a court order, or a
federal or state law requiring desegregation;
and

6.07.1.6.3 The open-enrollment public charter may
provide for the exclusion of a student who has
been expelled from another public school
district in the same manner as a board of
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6.07.1.7
6.07.1.8

6.07.1.9

6.07.1.10

6.07.1.11

6.07.1.12

6.0%11.13

6.09.1.14

005.15
directors of a public school district under

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-510.
Specify the grade levels to be offered;
Describe the governing structure of the program;

Specify the qualifications to be met by professional
employees of the program;

Describe the process by wiich the petsons prowiding the
program will adopt an annual buidget;

Describe the marger. in which the annual auidit of the
financial and programeatic operations of the program is to
be conducted, includingthé manner in which the persons
providing the program: will pravide information necessary
for the publie school‘district in which the program is located
toparticipate;

DeScribe the facilities to be used, including the terms of the
facility utilization agreement if the facility for the open-
enrollment pub*l‘ié charter school is owned or leased from a
sectarian organization;

‘Déscribe the geographical area, public school district, or
‘school attendance area to be served by the program;

Specify the methods for applying for admission, enrollment
criteria, and student recruitment and selection processes.

6.07.1.14.1  Except as provided in Section 6.07.1.14.2 of
these rules, if more eligible students apply for
a first-time admission than the open-
enrollment public charter school is able to
accept by the annual deadline that the open-
enrollment public charter school has
established for the receipt of applications for
the next school year, the open-enrollment
public charter must require the open-
enrollment public charter school to use a
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random, anonymous student selection

method that shall be described in the charter
application.

6.07.1.14.1.1 If there are still more
applications for admissions
than the open-enroliment
public charter school is able to
accept aftertt®@ecompletion of
the random,  ahonymous
studerft gelection method, then
e, opensgiirollment public
charter schoo] shall place the
applicants on a waiting list for
admissign.

6.07.1.14.1.2  The waiting list is valid until
the next time the open-
enrollment public charter
school is required to conduct a
random, anonymous student
selection.

However, an open-enrollment public charter
school may allow a preference for:

6.07.1.14.2.1 Children of the founding
members and children of full-
time employees and teachers
of the eligible entity. The
number of  enrollment
preferences shall not exceed
ten percent (10%) of the total
number of students enrolled in
the open-enrollment public
charter school; and

6.07.1.14.2.2 Siblings of students currently
enrolled in the open-
enrollment public charter
school.
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6.07.1.14.3  The open-enroliment public charter may use
a weighted lottery in the student selection
process only when necessary to comply with
a:

6.07.1.14.3.1 Federal court order; or

6.07.1.14.3.2 Federal admifiistrative order
issued by an  appropriate
federa‘l;aigcncy having proper
-authority 4o ‘enforcé remedial
measuires necgssary to comply
with Title VI of the federal
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title
IX of the federal Education
Amendments of 1972, and the
equal protection clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution.

6.07.1.15 Include a gtatement that the eligible entity will not
Qiseriminate on the basis of race, sex, national origin,
ethnjcity, religion, age, or disability in employment
decisions, including hiring and retention of administrators,
tedehers, and other employees whose salaries or benefits are
‘derived from any public moneys.

Renetval of ai, Open-Enrollment Charter: After the initial five-year period of an
opengenrollment public charter, the authorizer may renew the open-enrollment
-puBlic charter on a one-year or multiyear basis, not to exceed twenty (20) years.

Priority Hiring for Teachers: If a licensed teacher employed by a public school
district in the school year immediately preceding the effective date of the open-
enrollment public charter is employed by an open-enrollment public charter school
and the open-enrollment public charter is revoked, the licensed teacher will
receive a priority in hiring for the first available position for which the licensed
teacher is qualified in the school district where the licensed teacher was formerly
employed.
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6.10 Status Report: The authorizer shall report to the General Assembly each biennium

6.11

and to the House Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education
during the interim between regular sessions of the General Assembly the following
information:

6.10.1 The status of the open-enrollment public charter school programs; and

6.10.2 A summary of the authorizing activities in the preceding year, including
without limitation, the number and type of charters approved, denied, and
amended.

Authority under a Charter for Open-Enrollment Publjc:Charter Sthools

6.11.1 An open-enrollment public charterschool:

6.11.1.1 Shall be governed by am eligible ‘entity that is fiscally
accountable under the govegnihg structure as described by
the charter;

6.11.1.2 Shall provide instruction to students at one (1) or more
elementary or sécomdary grade levels as provided by the
dharter;

6.11.1.3 S‘h@ﬂ-\ retain the authority to operate under the charter
contingént on satisfactory student performance as provided
Dby the charter in accordance with Title 6, Chapter 23 of the
{Arkansas Code and these rules;

641.1.4 Shall have no authority to impose taxes;

6.11.1.5 Shall not incur any debts without the prior review and
approval of the Commissioner;

6.11.1.5.1 Requests for approval of debt must be
submitted to the Commissioner by the open-
enrollment public charter school no later than
thirty (30) days prior to the date upon which
the debt will be incurred.

6.11.1.5.2 Under circumstances involving imminent
peril to the health, welfare, or safety of
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students, or under circumstances that may

negatively impact the continuation of
educational services offered by the public
charter school, and upon written request from
the public charter school, the Commissioner
may waive the thirty (30) day deadline set
forth in Section 6.11.1.5.1 of these rules. The
decision of whether to grant such a waiver is
within the sole diseitien of the
Commissioner.

Shall not enter into any shortsferm line-gf credity‘ar receive
any funds from a short-term ling of credif, without prior
notice to the Comriyjssioner;

6.11.1.6.1

64T:1.6

Notice of'a short-tefm line of credit must
identify.the lender or creditor, the principal
amoufy; ‘the interest rate, and the payment
terms;

Ne public funds may be used to repay any
short-term line of credit unless prior notice of
the line of credit was given to and received
by the Commissioner;

Shall not charge students tuition or fees that would not be
/allowable charges in the public school districts; and

Shall not be religious in its operations or programmatic

offerings.

6.11.2 An open-enrollment public charter school is subject to any prohibition,
restriction, or requirement imposed by Title 6 of the Arkansas Code and any
rule and regulation promulgated by the State Board under Title 6 of the

Arkansas Code relating to:

6.11.2.1

6.11.2.2

Monitoring compliance with Title 6 of the Arkansas Code,
as determined by the Commissioner;

Public school accountability under Title 6 of the Arkansas

Code;
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6.11.2.3 High school graduation requirements as established by the
State Board;

6.11.2.4 Special education programs as provided by Title 6 of the
Arkansas Code;

6.11.2.5 Conducting criminal background checks for employees as

provided by Title 6 of the Arkansas Code;

6.11.2.6 Health and safety codes agestablished by the State Board
and local governmental entitieg; and

6.11.2.7 Ethical guidelines‘and prohibitions as establ‘iﬂs‘lié,d by Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-24-101.et:seq., and any other controlling
state or federal law regarding ethics'or conflicts of interest;
and

6.11.2.8 Reporting Ethrougﬁ ‘the Arkansas Public School Computer
Netwqrk. applications as provided under Title 6 of the
AdRansas Code.

6.11.3 An opeﬁ-énrollme(.l_f* public elementary charter school is subject to the
requivements of Ark.Code Ann. § 6-16-102(a) concerning recess and may
only seek'a waiver,of those requirements if the school:

6. 11.3.1 Submits to the Division for approval of an alternative plan
for recess that:

6.11.3.1.1 Exceeds the required minimum amount of minutes
combined for physical activity under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-16-132 and recess under Ark. Code Ann. §
6-16-102(a); and

6.11.3.1.2 Provides for both structured and unstructured social
time; or

6.11.3.2 Is approved by the division to operate as a virtual school.

6.12  Enrollment Numbers and Deadline:
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6.12.1 An open-enrollment public charter school may enroll a number of students
not to exceed the number of students specified in its charter.

612:2-6.12.2 Any student enrolling in an open-enrollment public charter school
shall enroll in that school by the deadline established in Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-23-402 for the upcoming school year during which the
student will be attending the open-enroliment publi® charter school.

6.12.3 An open-enrollment public charter schoolshall hawé a policy eoncerning
whether the open-enrollment public charter seRool will eniroll stddents after
the deadline established in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23:402.

6123 6.12.4 However, if a student enrolledﬁy the deadline established in Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-23-402 should noJonger chdose to attend the open-
enrollment public charter scheol or<f the open-enrollment public
charter school hasinot yet met its enrollment cap, the open-
enrollméng publie charter school may enroll a number of
replacement Qradditional students not to exceed the enrollment cap
of the opefisenrollinent public charter school.

61424 6.12.5 Open-enrollment puBl‘ic'charter schools shall keep records of
dttendancedn accordance with the law and submit quarterly
attendance reports to the Division of Elementary and Secondary

Education):,

Annual Audit of*\Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Required:

6.13.] Any othier provision of the Arkansas Code or these rules notwithstanding,

an open-enrollment public charter school shall be subject to the same
-auditing and accounting requirements as any other public school district in
the state.

6.13.2 An open-enrollment public charter school shall prepare an annual certified
audit of the financial condition and transactions of the open-enrollment
public charter school as of June 30 each year in accordance with auditing
standards generally accepted in the United States and Government Auditing
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and
containing any other data as determined by the State Board for all public
schools.
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6.13.3 If the school is an open-enrollment public charter school in its first year of
operation, the Legislative Auditor shall prepare the required annual
financial audit for the school unless:

6.13.3.1 The open-enrollment public charter school chooses to retain
the services of a licensed certified public accountant in
public practice in good standing with the Arkansas State
Board of Public Accountancy; and

6.13.3.2 The authorizer approves thgZepen-efigdliment publi¢ charter
school’s use of an entity otheg than the Législative’ Auditor
to prepare the annual financial au@i“t».\

6.13.4 No open-enrollment public charter sql\f@ol shall engage an accountant or
accounting firm to conduct any audit if the &ccountdnt or accounting firm is
listed on any ineligibility list maintained by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education or the?Arkanshs Legislative Audit.

Evaluation of Open-Enrollment Public Charter Schools:

6.14.1 The Divisionof Elementaigy‘and Secondary Education shall cause to be
conducted an annual evaluation of open-enrollment public charter schools.

6342 Anannual evaluation shall include, without limitation, consideration of:

6.14.21 Student scores under the statewide assessment program, the
Arkansas Educational Support and Accountability Act, Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-15-2901 et seq.;

6.14.2.2 Student attendance;

6.14.2.3 Student grades;

6.14.2.4 Incidents involving student discipline;
6.14.2.5 Socioeconomic data on students’ families;
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6.14.2.6 Parental satisfaction with the schools;

6.142.7 Student satisfaction with the schools; and

6.14.2.8 The open-enrollment public charter school’s compliance
with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-107 and Section 4.06 of these
rules.

6.14.3 The authorizer may require the charter holder to appear before the
authorizer to discuss the results of the evaluation and to presént further
information to the authorizer as the authorjger deerhg necessary.

Monthly Reports: An open-enrollment public charter-gchool in-its:initial school
year of operation shall provide monthly r&potts on its enroljment statys and
compliance with its approved budget for the-gurrent school year to the Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education.

Division Review: The Division of Elementdry and Secondary Education shall:
6.16.1 Conduct an end-of-gemester review of each open-enrollment public charter
school that is in its inigial school year of operation at the end of the first

semester and atfhe end of thie school year; and

6.16.2 Report to the State' Board and the Commissioner on the open-enrollment
publi¢ eharter school’s?,

6.16.2.1 Overall financial condition; and

636.2.2 Overall condition of student enrollment.

Punding\for Open-Enrollment Public Charter Schools

6.17.1 An open=enrollment public charter school shall receive funds equal to the
amount that a public school would receive under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-
2305(a) and (b) as well as any other funding that a public charter school is
entitled to receive under law or under rules promulgated by the State Board.

6.17.2 For the first year of operation, the first year operating under a new license,
the first year adding a new campus, and any year the open-enrollment public
charter school adds a new grade at any campus, the foundation funding for
an open-enrollment public charter school is determined as follows:
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The initial funding estimate shall be based on enrollment as
of the deadline established by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-501;

In December, funding will be adjusted based upon the first
quarter average daily membership; and

A final adjustment will be made after the current three-
quarter average daily membership is establighed.

For the second year and each school year thereafter, the previeus year’s
average daily membership will be used to gélculate {c}tmdati@uy funding

amounts.

Enhanced Student Achievement state.categorical funding under ‘Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-20-2305(b)(4) shall be provided: to anOpen-enrollment public
charter school as follows:

6.17.4.1

6,17.4.2

For the first year oFoperation, the first year operating under
a new license, the first year adding a new campus, and any
Y8 the @pen-enrellment public charter school adds a new
grade at any campus, free or reduced-price meal eligibility
data as reported’By October 1 of the current school year will
be useéd to calculate the enhanced student achievement state
categorical funding under the State Board rules governing
‘special needs funding; and

For the second year and each school year of operation
thereafter, the previous year’s October 1 enhanced student
achievement student count as specified in State Board rules
governing special needs funding will be used to calculate
enhanced student achievement state categorical funding for
the open-enrollment public charter school.

Professional development funding under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2305(b)(5)
shall be provided to an open-enrollment public charter school for the first
year of operation, the first year operating under a new license, the first year
adding a new campus, and any year the open-enrollment public charter
school adds a new grade at any campus as follows:
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6.17.5.1 For the first year of operation, the open-enrollment public
charter school shall receive professional development
funding based upon the initial projected enrollment student
count as of the date required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-501
multiplied by the per-student professional development
funding amount under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-2305(b)(5)
for that school year.

6.17.5.2 For the second year and each school-¥ear thereafter,
professional development funding wilf be based:upon the
previous year’s average dailss membegship multiplied by the
per-student professional dév%JGpment ~£1\1ﬁding amount for
that school year.

6.17.6 The Division of Elementary and Secogdary Education shall distribute other
categorical funding under Ark. Code Ann, §6-20-2305(a) and (b) for which
an open-enrollment public charter scheol is eligible as provided by state law
and rules promulgated by tlte StateBoard.

6.17.7 An open-enrollment public.charter school shall not be denied foundation
funding or categ6tical funding in the first year or any year of operation
provided thatothe open-emgollment public charter school submits to the
Division of Elegentary and S“écondary Education the number of students
eligible fér funding ds specified in applicable rules.

6Th8 Foundatién fund%h/g for an open-enrollment public charter school shall be
paid in twelveﬁfyl’Z) installments each fiscal year.

6.17.9 Angpen-enrollment public charter school may receive any state and federal
aids, grants, and revenue as may be provided by law.

6.17.10 ’Open-enrollmcnt public charter schools may receive gifts and grants
from private sources in whatever manner is available to public school
districts.

6.17.11 Source of Funding for Open-Enrollment Public Charter Schools
6.17.11.1 Open-enrollment public charter schools shall be funded each year

through funds set aside from funds appropriated to state
foundation funding aid in the Public School Fund.
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6.17.11.2 The amount set aside shall be determined by the State Board.

Use of Funding by Open-Enrollment Public Charter Schools

6.18.1 An open-enrollment public charter school may not use the moneys that it
receives from the state for any sectarian program or activity or as collateral
for debt.

6.18.2 No indebtedness of any kind incurred or created by the 6pen-enrollment
public charter school shall constitute an indebtedness, of the state or its
political subdivisions, and no indebtednessof the “gpen-enrollment public
charter school shall involve or be secured \Qy‘ the fa‘itb, credit; pr taxing
power of the state or its political subdivisions.

6.18.3 Every contract or lease into which an-qpen-enrollment public charter school
enters shall include the wording of Section 6.18.2 of these rules.

Employee Benefits: Employees ofan opaﬁ;enrollment public charter school shall
be eligible to participatg in all benefits programs available to public school
employees.

Deposit and Management of Chdft@r‘School Funds

6.20.1 All charter scho&l funds, including state foundation funding, other state
fundifig, foderal funding, and grants and private donations received directly
by & chartetschdol, shall be deposited into a bank account titled in the name
of the charter scheol.

6.20.2 Nep-eharter school funds of the sponsoring entity shall be deposited in a
separatg’ bank account titled in the name of the sponsoring entity and shall
hot be commingled with charter school funds.

6.20.3 If the charter school operates an approved federal child nutrition program,
food service revenues shall be deposited and managed as required by federal
law and by any regulations promulgated by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education, Child Nutrition Unit or the Arkansas Department of
Human Services.

6.20.4 Charter schools may, but are not required to, secure bank accounts as
detailed in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-222.
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Assets of Open-Enrollment Public Charter School as Property of State

6.21.1

6.21.2

6.21.3

Upon dissolution of the open-enrollment public charter school or upon
nonrenewal or revocation of the charter, all net assets of the open-
enrollment public charter school, including any interest in real property,
purchased with public funds shall be deemed the property of the state, unless
otherwise specified in the charter of the open-enrollment public charter
school.

I the open-enrollment public charter school used state/funds to Jpurchase or
finance personal property, real property, gt: fixturss fér use by the open-
enrollment public charter school, the Division 6£ Elementiry andSecondary
Education may require that the property be sold.

The state has a perfected priority security interest in the net proceeds from
the sale or liquidation of the property totheextent-6fthe public funds used
in the purchase.

Authorizer Hearing Precedures Related to Open-Enrollment Public Charter
Schools (Application, Renewal, or Request for Charter Amendment)

6.22.1

6222

6.22.3

All persons, with the excepfion of the attorneys representing the parties,
who plan to prvide testimony during the hearing must be sworn by the
Chair ef'the body eohducting the hearing.

The-open-enroflmient public charter school or applicant shall have twenty
(20) minutes 49 present its case to the authorizer for approval of the
proposed «open-enrollment public charter school application, renewal, or
request. The Chair of the authorizing body may grant additional time, if
necessary.

Parties opposed to the open-enrollment public charter school application,
renewal, or request, if any, shall have twenty (20) minutes to present its case
to the authorizer for disapproval of the proposed open-enrollment public
charter school application, renewal, or request. The Chair of the authorizing
body may grant additional time, if necessary.

6.22.3.1 Any party in opposition that wishes to present or participate
at the hearing must notify the division's Charter School
Office and the school or applicant in writing no later than
ten (10) business days prior to the hearing.
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6.22.3.2 If a party in opposition intends to use a presentation,
handouts, or any other document, it must provide copies to
the Charter School Office and to the school or applicant no
later than ten (10) business days prior to the hearing.

6.22.3.3 ‘A party in opposition that fails to notify the Charter School
Office no later than ten (10) business days prior to the
hearing may only present or participate attfi@hearing
with the permission of the authorizer. |

6.22.4 The open-enrollment public charter school or agplicant shall-have five (5)
minutes to respond to any argumégts.in opposition 16 the opeg=enrollment
public charter school application, renewal, or request. The Chair of the
authorizing body may grant additional t‘ime‘;xif neceSsary.

6.22.5 The authorizer will followathe prc“s,entatlon with discussion of the open-
enrollment pubii(: gharter. school application, renewal, or request, and
questions, if any, tothé«opcn -enrollment public charter school or applicant,
opposing partiess©r bd‘l:h.

6.22.6 The authorizéf@ay issue a final decision at the hearing or take the matter
under ad¥isementyntil a future scheduled meeting.

6‘52%7 The" authbrizer may defer the vote to approve or disapprove a charter

“_uapplication, rengwal, or request in order to allow a public charter school or

applicantta make modifications or receive technical assistance to correct
déﬁgi%ncies in the application, renewal, or request.

wé‘ZZ\.‘S Buring the roll call vote on each open-enrollment public charter initial
-application, if a particular member of the authorizing body votes against the
initial application, that member should state his or her reasons for
disapproval as necessary to comply with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-305.

Note: Additional requirements pertaining to hearings involving the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education as authorizer may be found in Section 8:68 9.00 of these Rules. Additional
requirements pertaining to hearings involving the State Board of Education as authorizer may be
found in Section 9-69 10.00 of these Rules.
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6.23 Authorizer Hearing Procedures Related to Open-Enrollment Public Charter

Schools (Modification, Probation, Transfer, Assignment, or Revocation of Charter)

6.23.1 Not later than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer meeting at which the
matter of modification, probation, transfer, assignment, or revocation will
be considered, the Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall
provide written notice of the reason(s) for the proposed action, as well as of
the time and location of such hearing, to the open-enrollment public charter
school.

6.23.2 All persons, with the exception of the atg@eys representing thel parties,
who plan to provide testimony during the “hgdring mugst be swiorn by the
Chair of the body conducting the hearing.

6.23.3 The open-enrollment public charter sqﬁ@ol shall have twenty (20) minutes
to present its case to the authorizer regarding the ’E;oposed modification,
probation, transfer, assignment, or revecation-ef the open-enrollment public
charter school charter. The Chair of the authorizing body may grant
additional time, i€ necessary.

6.23.4 The authorizer will folow the presentation with discussion of the matter
and questiongy if ‘any, to representatives from the Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education, the open-enrollment public charter school, or
both.

6:23,5 The authépizer may issue a final decision at the hearing or take the matter
under a@visement until a future scheduled meeting.

Note: Additional vequirements pertaining to hearings involving the Division of Elementary and
Sedondary Education as authorizer may be found in Section 8:89 9.00 of these Rules. Additional
requirements perfaining to hearings involving the State Board of Education as authorizer may be
found in Section 9-60 10.00 of these Rules.

6.24  The authorizer may allow the voluntary transfer or assignment of an open-
enrollment charter school upon petition by the public charter school to the
authorizer.

6.24.1 If the authorizer transfers or assigns the charter of an open-enroliment

charter school to an eligible entity, the authorizer shall not hold the
applicant responsible for any activity that occurred before the transfer or
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assignment, which includes without limitation any disciplinary action

taken by the authorizer.

6.24.2 After the authorizer transfers or assigns a charter to an eligible entity, the
authorizer shall:

6.24.2.1 Direct the division to issue a new local education agency
number as required under Ark. Code Ann. § 25-6-107; and

6.24.2.2 Direct the division not to issue an annuélreport as:required
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-2101 uqtill the eligible entity
to which the charter was tran‘&féi*xed hasgémpleted at least
one (1) school year.

Charter School Facilities: An open-enrollment public charter schoot shall not
commence operations with students in any new or renovated facility unless the
school has obtained for the new construction er renewvatien:

6.25.1 A certificate of 'og_dupancy issued by a local code official approved by the
state fire marshal;

6.25.2 A certificate of becupancy ok other approval of the state fire marshal; or
6.25.3 A certificate of substantial completion issued by a licensed architect.

Unused or Wnderutiltzed Publi® School Facilities: An open-enrollment public
clfdrter schieol mdy give notice of its intent to purchase or lease an unused

ar underutilized publie school facility or other real property from a school district
pursuant to.the Commission for Arkansas Public School Academic Facilities and
Trapsportatjon Rules Governing Right of Access to Unused or Underutilized
Public School Facilities and the Sale or Lease of Public School Facilities.

6.26.1 If there is more than one (1) open-enrollment public charter school
located within the boundaries of the school district, the first right of
refusal shall be available to the open-enrollment public charter
school according to the following priorities:

6.26.1.1 The percentage of students who qualify for free or reduced-
price lunches;

6.26.1.2 Student growth and achievement based on the most
recently available data;
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6.26.1.3 The likelihood of immediate growth of the charter holder;
and
6.26.1.4 The level of risk, as determined by the following criteria:

6.26.1.4.1 Whether the open-enrollment public charter school
has been subject to any disciplinary action by the
authorizer;

6.26.1.4.2 Whether the open-enroliment publie.eharter school
has been classified as in fiscal distress o in need of
Level 5-- Intensive support; nd

6.26.1.4.3 Whether the open-enrof{mient public'ehgffer school
has been placed on probatien er suspepded under
Ark. Code Anp..§ 6-23-105 andthese Rulgs.

6.26.2 If there is more than one (1) open-enrollmegrit-publié gharter school

6.26.3

6.26.4

located within the boundaries of the sehool district that gives notice of its
intent to purchase or leasehe publie school facility, the public school
district must noﬁ‘fy each of the interested open-enrollment public charter
schools that the charter"autherizer must decide which open-enroliment
public charter séhgol will recelve the property based on a review of the
comparative gtatus of the sehdel using the criteria listed in Section
627+ 6.26.1.

Any epen-enréliment public charter school that receives notice under
Section 6272 Q%TZ of these Rules may request a hearing in front of

the chantex authprizer to determine which school is entitled to the property
pursuant te the criteria in Section 627+ 6.26.1.

6.26.3.} A request made under Section 6273 6.26.3 must be made
in writing to the Charter School Office no later than thirty-
five (35) days prior to the date of the authorizer meeting at
which the request will be heard.

The charter authorizer shall determine which open-enrollment public
charter school is entitled to the property after a review of the comparative
status and educational needs of the open-enrollment public charter schools
as evidenced by the priority criteria in Section 62716.26.1.
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7.00 RULES APPLICABLE TO CHARTER SCHOOLS DESIGNATED AS A SCHOOL
FOR AGRICULTURAL STUDIES

7.01

7.02

7.03

The authorizer may designate a public charter school as a School for Agricultural
Studies.

To be designated as a School for Agricultural Studies, the applicant must include
in its original application or charter amendment request the following:

7.02.1 A request to be designated as a School for Agricultura Studies;
7.02.2 The school's agricultural plan, which shall inglade withgut limitdtion:

7.02.2.1 The type of agricuftutal industry in the:school's focal
region;

7.02.2.2 How the school will address the needs of that industry and
the state's agriculmnélybased economy;

7.02.2.3 Anﬁcip%tted support from the agricultural industry; and

7.02.3 A written review of the agrigiiltural studies plan from the Division of
Career Educatien.:

A School fér Agrieultural Studies may petition the State Board of Education for
efedtion of a nefy school district by detachment under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1501 et seq., subject 4o the limitations in Section 7.04 below, if the School for
Agricultyral Studies meets the following conditions:

7.03:1 The school shall complete three (3) academic years serving students as a
School for Agricultural Studies;

7:03.2 The school must not currently be classified as in need of Level 5--
Intensive Support, fiscal distress, or facilities distress;

7.03.3 The school must not be in probationary status for violation of the
Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and School

Districts; and

7.03.4 The school must show evidence that the school is meeting its stated goals.
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A School for Agricultural Studies shall not be approved to create a new school
district by detachment with fewer than three hundred and fifty (350) students as
determined by a feasibility study included with the petition.

A School for Agricultural Studies is exempt from the minimum student
enrollment and square mileage requirements under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-
1501(a)(2) and § 6-13-1502.

Nothing prohibits a public charter school from offering agricultufal programming
without the designation as a School for Agricultural Studies.

A public charter school shall not refer to itself as aSgBDol for 4gricultufal Studies
unless it is designated as a School for Agricultural Studgés underApk Code Ann.
§ 6-23-108 and Section 7.00 of these Rulks.

RULES APPLICABLE TO THE CLOSURE OR DISSOLUTION OF PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOLS

8.01

Required Notices

8.01.1 No later than-fifteen (15) days after the authorizer votes to non-renew or
revoke the charier;. or the charter otherwise dissolves, the charter school or
sponsorifigientity shall furnish to the Division of Elementary and Secondary
Eduéat’iori:

8.01.1.1 /A complete inventory of all personal property, real property,
equipment, and fixtures owned or financed by the charter
school, with documentation showing a description of each
asset, serial number, tag number, location, estimated value,
any encumbrance on the asset including recorded security
interest or lien, and the source of funds for each purchase;

8.01.1.2 The account number and financial institution contact
information for every account in which the charter school or
sponsoring entity deposited any state or federal funds at any
time, and complete bank statements for the twelve (12)
months preceding the effective date of closure;
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8.01.1.3 A complete list of all debts or obligations owed by the

charter school and still outstanding as of the effective date of
closure, including all outstanding checks or warrants;

8.01.1.4 A complete list of all accounts receivable owed to the charter
school and still outstanding as of the effective date of
closure; and

8.01.1.5 Complete contact information for evemy fember of the

charter school’s board or governing entity.
8.01.2 In the event that the authorizer revokes the charter due 4o misuse,
fraud, or theft of public funds, the divisiepn shall impediately obtain
the information required ifa}.() I.1.

8.01.3 If the authorizer votes to non-renew orgevoke thé gharter, or the charter
otherwise dissolves, the charter scheol or spensoring entity shall, on a
timeline established by the Divis&@n,‘ send written notice of closure, as
approved by thie Rivision, te:
87.01.3.1 Thi&:parents-and legal guardians of all students;
8.01.3.2 Altemployees of the charter school;

8.013.3 All creditors of the charter school; and

8.01.3.4 /Bvery school district in which any students of the charter
school reside.

8.01¢ Every notice sent pursuant to Section 8-:64-2-8.01.3 above must include:

8.01.4.1 The effective date of closure and last day of regular
instruction; and

8.01.4.2 Contact information of the person employed or retained by
the charter school or sponsoring entity to handle inquiries
regarding the closure.
8.01.5 Parental notices sent pursuant to Section 8:04-2 8.01.3 must additionally

include:
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8.01.5.1 The student’s school district of residence, and the contact

information for that district’s enrollment office;

8.01.5.2 A statement that parents should contact the resident school
district or any charter school where the student intends to
enroll and should ask that school or district to request
transfer of the student’s educational records from the closing
charter school; and

8.01.5.3 Contact information for the individual dr entity gharged with
storage of student records after the S’Gﬁool’s closure:

8.01.6 Employee notices sent pursuant to Section $:0128.01.3 must additionally
include the date of termination off\aflxqmployee benefits (hea“l.ﬂ\‘l\ insurance,
etc.), along with any COBRA or other decumentation required by law.

8.01.6 The deadline for any notice required by this Seetion may be extended by
the Charter School Office for good@ause.

Assets of Open-Enrollment Publie Charter School as Property of State

8.02.1 Upon the digsolution, nongénewal or revocation of an open-enrollment
public charter, glbnet assets of the open-enrollment public charter school
purchasethwith public funds, including any interest in real property, shall
be dégmed the propertyof the state, unless otherwise specified in the charter
or by fedéral law.,

8.02.2 ‘Immedla‘tely upon the revocation, transfer, or assignment of an open-
enr@]lment charter by the authorizer, the public charter school shall:

8:02-2.2 8.02.2.1 Provide to the division a detailed accounting of all
accounts payable due from the state funds held by the
open-enrollment public charter school and any
additional information or records requested by the
division concerning the disbursement of the state funds.

8.02.2.2 Provide the division with a comprehensive list of all banking
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information and accounts in which the open-enrollment

public charter school holds state or federal funds.

8.02.2.3 Receive prior approval from the division for an expenditure
over five hundred dollars ($500); and
8.02.24 Work in coordination with the division to draft a charter

closure plan.

8.02.3 The Commissioner or his or her designee shall take dll steps Qecessary to
protect and recover any and all state assegiin the p8session oricontrol of
the former charter school or the sponsoring eqtity.

8.02.3.1

8.02.3.2

8.02.3.3

8.02.34

If any state or fedégalfunds remain\iﬁa any bmk account(s)
titled in the name of the &harter schoel or sponsoring entity,
the Commissioner or his ot her désignee shall notify the
financial institution that the aecount(s) holds state or federal
funds and shall diréet that the account(s) be immediately
ﬁv@;én, squect to further direction by the Commissioner or
his orJiét designee.

Any funds temaining in any bank account(s) titled in the
name of the charter school shall be presumed to be state or
federal. funds. until such time as the sponsoring entity
furnishes documentation showing otherwise.

The Commissioner or his or her designee shall secure and
arrange for the recovery and storage of all personal property,
equipment, and fixtures purchased or financed in whole or
in part with any state or federal funds. Any personal property
or equipment contained within the charter school facility
shall be presumed to have been purchased or financed in
whole or in part with state or federal funds until such time as
the sponsoring entity furnishes documentation showing
otherwise.

At all times, the charter school, the sponsoring entity, and
their officers, agents, and employees, must protect the
school’s assets against theft, misappropriation, and
deterioration.
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8.03 Distribution of Property

8.03.1 Upon the dissolution, non-renewal, or revocation of an open-enrollment
public charter, the following property shall be sold, unless the
Commissioner determines otherwise:

8.03.1.1

8.03.1.2

8.03.1.3

8.03.14

8.03.1.5

Real property or fixtures purchased or financed in whole or
in part by the open-enrollment public charter school with
state funds;

Real property or fixtures pufishased @f financed in whole or
in part by the sponsoring en@i\i‘y with wféﬁeral grant funds
administered by the Division of‘Ementany and Secondary
Education, unless federal law requires some othet method of
distribution;

Personal property encumbered by a recorded security
interest or dien and purchased or financed by the open-
engoliment public charter school in whole or in part with
state funds;

Personal prepérty purchased or financed in whole or in part
with state funds By an open-enrollment public charter school
that never received federal funds and never directly
benefited from a federal grant administered by the Division
of Elementary and Secondary Education; and

Any other personal property not distributed as provided by
Sections 8.03.3 and 8.03.4 below.

8.03:2 The state has a perfected priority security interest in the net proceeds from
‘the sale or liquidation of property sold pursuant to Section 8.03.1 above to
the extent of the public funds used in the purchase. For the purpose of this
section, “net proceeds” means the sale proceeds remaining after the
satisfaction of all lien, security, ownership, or other interests that supersede
the state’s interest.

8.03.3 If the open-enrollment public charter school at any time operated an
approved federal child nutrition program, all commodities and foodservice
equipment purchased in whole or in part with federal funds or with nutrition
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program revenues shall be sold or transferred as directed by the Division of

Elementary and Secondary Education, Child Nutrition Unit.

If the open-enrollment public charter school or its sponsoring entity
received a federal grant administered by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education, then all other personal property, including furniture,
equipment and supplies, purchased with state or federal funds may be
redistributed to other Arkansas public charter schools or traditional public
schools as allowed by federal law.

8.03.4.1 The division shall redistribute. the itéqs listed in Section
8.03.4 by notifying all open-egréllmentpublic charter
schools of the available items.

8.03.4.2 If there is more than oge’(1) open-enrollment public charter
school that expresses interest.in an item, the division shall
use a rubric to redistribute thedtems pursuant to priorities
below, and distributé the property to the school with the
highest number of points:

8.03.4.24 ®pén-enrellment public charter schools with the
same educational model shall receive five (5)
points; -

8.03.42.2  Open-enroliment public charter schools in the
same geographic area shall receive five (5) points;

8:03.4.2.3 Open-enrollment public charter schools with a free
and reduced lunch percent greater than 70 percent
shall receive four (4) points;

8.03.4.24 Open-enrollment public charter schools that are in
the first two years of operation shall receive three
(3) points;

8.03.4.2.5 Open-enrollment public charter schools that have
expanded to new grade levels, new locations, or
new campuses in the previous two years shall
receive three (3) points; and
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8.03.4.2.6 Open-enrollment public charter schools that did not

receive start-up funds shall receive two (2) points.

8.04 Distribution of Funds

8.04.1 Upon the dissolution, non-renewal, or revocation of an open-enrollment
public charter, the Commissioner or his or her designee shall assert control
over any funds deemed the property of the state under Section 8.02 above.

8.04.1.1 In the event of misuse of funds, fraud, ér/theft f@ﬂ@wing the
voluntary non-renewal of a piblic cHagter, the Commiissioner
or his or her designee may gssert contyol over/any funds
deemed the property of the state immediately, even if the
charter is still in operation until the gndl of the school year.

8.04.2 Immediately. uponthé State Board’s affirmation of a revocation, assignment.

or tvh;asfér. the-open-enrollment public charter school shall transfer all state
andfedera) furrd@l;eld by the open-enrollment public charter school to the

8.04.3 Thedfi‘i:ision shall hold funds received under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105(e)
and Section 8.04.2 of these rules in receivership in a separate fund and shall
eéxpend the funds onlv with prior approval of the Commissioner.

8.04:2 8.04.4 In order to comply with federal and state law, the Commissioner
shall use such funds to satisfy the following obligations of the
charter school in the order listed:

8.04.3-1-8.04.4.1 Domestic support obligations withheld from an
employee’s wages in compliance with a court order
prior to the effective date of dissolution, non-
renewal, or revocation;
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8:043-3-8.04.4.3

8-04-3-5-8.04.4.5

8:04-3-7-8.044.¥

8-04-3-8-8.04.4.8

8.04.5.1

' 005.15
Federal tax liens imposed by the Internal Revenue

Code for taxes or payroll tax withholding owed;

Any state tax lien or certificate of indebtedness
issued by the Arkansas Department of Finance and
Administration for taxes or payroll tax withholding
owed;

Any debt owed to the Division ef Elementary and
Secondary Education, Child Nutritiep  Unit for
penalties or reimbursement 6f overpayments;

Any debt owed to the ‘Qﬁﬁision of Blementary or
Secondary ‘BEducation or ofhler state a\g;sncy for
reimbursement of any other overpayment of federal
funds;

Unpaid contributions to the Arkansas Teacher
Retirement System accrued prior to the effective date
of dissolution, non-renewal, or revocation;

Unp*aid*- contributions to the Employee Benefits
Division of the Arkansas Department of Finance &
Administration accrued prior to the effective date of
\‘d?‘issolution, non-renewal, or revocation; and

Unpaid employee wages accrued prior to the
effective date of dissolution, non-renewal, or
revocation in accordance with employee contracts
and the school’s policies in effect as of the beginning
of the current school year.

MM 8.04.5 A claimant may file a claim for disbursement from the state funds if
the claimant is

owed by the public charter school.
The claim must be made in writing to the

Charter School Office;

The claimant must attach an invoice that
describes the nature of the debt owed;
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43 8.04.5.3 The claim must be for an allowable expense;

and

0443
8-04-4:4 8.04.5.4 The claim must be filed within one (1)

calendar year from the date of revocation.
8-044-5 8.04.5.5 Claims received by the division under Section $-84-4
8.04.5 will be paid in the order received, after all
obligations under Section 8:64:3 8.04:4 have been
satisfied, and only if adequate flinds remain.

8:04-5 8.04.6 The determination of the division congéming the disbursement of
the state funds is final and may not be appealed.

8.04-6 8.04.7 If funds remain in receivership for which no legitimate, documented
claim has been made to the division withinhone (19 ealendar year after the
revocation, transfer. or assignment. the remaming-funds shall be transferred
to the Publie-SchoolFund;

8.04.7.1 Entity>that received the public charter school under a
Afansfer or assignment if the public charter school was
transferred orassigned: or

8.04.7.2 In all.other instances. the Public School Fund.

8.05 Bistributiow of Réeords

8.05.1 ‘Che. charter school or sponsoring entity must promptly submit all student
records. to the transfer school, including:

8.05.1.1 Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and all records
regarding special education and supplemental services;

8.05.1.2 Student health / immunization records;
8.05.1.3 Attendance records;
8.05.14 Testing materials, including scores, test booklets, etc.

required to be maintained by the School; and

8.05.1.5 All other student records.
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8.05.1.6 All end-of-school-year grades and evaluations must be
completed and made part of the student records, including
any IEP, Committee on Special Education meetings, or
progress reports.

8.05.1.7 To the extent that testing scores, etc. are scheduled to arrive
after the school closure, arrangements should be made with
the testing agent to forward such materigl te. the transfer
school.

No later than thirty (30) days after closure or dissolutiop of the ¢harter, the
charter school or sponsoring entity shall send eagﬁemploy@eof the charter
school:

8.05.2.1 Copies of his or her contracts., evaluditions, recommendation
letters, and any other preef of employment and/or
terminationy”

8.05.2.2 Documpeéntation of staff development hours; and

8.05.23 1Netice that employees must keep this documentation for

their records as-the state will have no way of providing proof
of employment after the school is closed.

If the chaffer schdol operated an approved federal child nutrition program,
all child nutrition records shall be delivered to the Division of Elementary
and. Secondary Education, Child Nutrition Unit on a schedule established
by the'Unit.

Any student records remaining in the possession of the charter school or
sponsoring entity, or in the possession of any other entity or individual
designated by the charter school or sponsoring entity, shall be maintained
in a manner sufficient to protect student privacy rights in accordance with
the Federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended.

The sponsoring entity shall maintain all relevant corporate or governance
records for at least five (5) years after the effective date of closure,
specifically including but not limited to:
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8.05.5.1 All board minutes, policies, and bylaws of the charter school

board or governing entity;

8.05.5.2 Bonds, mortgages, loan agreements, and all other financing
instruments;
8.05.5.3 Lease agreements;

8.05.54 Accounting and bank records;
8.05.5.5 Payroll and tax records as rgguired by federal lawg

8.05.5.6 Grant records as specified by 3¢ €.F.R. § 80.42 or other
relevant federal oréstate law; and

8.05.5.7 Any other document requiged by law to be maintained.

8.05.6 No later than thirty (30) dags aftqrél@sure or dissolution of the charter, the
charter school ot sponsering entity shall make available all financial
records requested by the division.

8.05.6.1 < In the event@fmisuse of public funds, fraud, or theft, the
harter school or sponsoring entity shall make immediately
available all financial records required by the division.

9.00 CHARTER AUTHORIZER

9.01

The' desighated public charter authorizer has jurisdiction and authority over all
publi¢ chartets issued in this state to take the following action on a proposed or
established public charter:

9.01.1 Approve;

9.01.2 Reject;

9.01.3 Renew;

9.01.4 Non-renew;

9.01.5 Place on probation;
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9.01.6 Modify;

9.01.7 Revoke;
9.01.8 Deny;
9.01.9 Transfer; or
9.01.10 Assign.

The Division shall exercise authority over publigichartet gthools under Title 6,
Chapter 23 of the Arkansas Code and these rulg$ through a publi¢ charter
authorizing panel established within the division.

9.02.1 The Commissioner shall appoint a pu‘bliéxcharter authorizing panel that may
consist of individuals from outside the diyision as well as professional staff
employed at the division fo serve at the pleasure of the commissioner.

9.02.2 The commissiongr’ may elect to serve as a member on the charter
authorizing panel as<th&. chair.

9.02.3 The public charter authorigi‘\hg‘ panel is composed of an odd number of
members and consists of no less than five (5) members and no more than
eleven{11)-membegrsy

Theauthorizer may waiveprovisions of Title 6 of the Arkansas Code or State Board
of ‘\E*Quéation rifles as dlfowed by law for public charters.

The authorizer shall conduct all hearings on public charter school matters as
required by law, rule, and process and make final determinations as allowed by law.

9.04.1 ‘A hearing under Title 6, Chapter 23 of the Arkansas Code and these rules
conducted by the authorizer shall be an open meeting under the Freedom of
Information Act of 1967, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106.

9.04.2 For the purposes of Ark. Code Ann. § 25-19-106, the members of the public
charter authorizing panel shall be considered a governing body only in
regards to actions specifically authorized by Title 6, Chapter 23, Subchapter
7 of the Arkansas Code and these rules.
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9.04.3 All decisions of the panel shall be made by a majority vote of the

quorum,

9.04.4 A decision of the authorizer is final except as provided under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-23-703 and Section 10.00 of these rules.

9.04.5 The Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-201
et seq. shall not apply to a hearing concerning a public charter school.

9.05 The Division shall be the primary authorizer of public charters,except a$.provided
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-703 and Section 1080. of thésg rules.

9.06 The Division shall notify in writing the State Board, ¢harter applicant, public
charter school, and affected school distriégs;.if any, of ﬁnal decisions Jnade by the
Division no less than fourteen (14) calendar« days before the next regularly
scheduled State Board meeting after the final deqlsmn is made by the Division.

9.06.1 A charter applicant, publieicharter school, and affected school district, if
any, may submitn writing a request that the State Board review the final
decision of the authqrizer, under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-703 and Section
10.00 of these rui€s.

9.06.2 The written reqyest submitted-under Section 9.06.1 of these rules shall state
the speeifie-reasons Supporting a review by the State Board.

906:3 The decilon of Whether to review a final decision of the authorizer is
discretipnary b);/the State Board and the provisions of this section and Ark.
‘Code Ann. § 6-23-703 do not grant any right of appeal to a charter applicant,
public charter school, or affected school district.

10.00 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION OPTIONAL REVIEW

10.01 Hla charter applicant, public charter school, or affected districts submits a request
that the State Board review the final decision of the authorizer under Section 9.06.1
of these rules, the State Board shall:

10.01.1 Allow the party requesting review three (3) minutes to present the reasons
for review.

10.01.2 Allow any parties opposed to the State Board review three (3) minutes to
present the reasons to deny review.
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10.01.3 Allow the party requesting review one (1) minute to offer any closing
remarks.

10.01.4 Allow additional time at the discretion of the Chair.
On a motion approved by a majority vote, the State Board may exercise a right of
review of charter determination made by the charter authorizer at the next regularly

scheduled State Board meeting after receiving notice provided @fider Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-23-702(b) and Section 9.06 of these rules.

If the State Board votes to review afinal decision made by the ¢harterauthorizer,
the State Board shall:

10.03.1 State the specific additional informatitn the State Board requires from the
Division, public charter school, pqué‘ chartet school applicant, or
affected school district.

10.03.2 Conduct a fullfearing negardirig a final decision made by the authorizer
under Ark. Code Aqrir. §16-23-701(a) and Section 9.04 of these Rules; and

10.03.3 Hold the hearing at the eaglier of:

10.03.341 The next regularly scheduled State Board meeting following
the State'Board meeting during which the State Board voted
to authorize a review; or

'\1(0\.0.3.3.2 A special board meeting called by the State Board.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the State Board may issue a final decision by State
Board vote.

1‘»0..\04.1 The State Board may decide by a majority vote of the quorum to:
10.04.1.1 Affirm the decision of the authorizer;
10.04.1.2 Take other lawful action on the public charter;
10.04.1.3 Request additional information from the Division, public
charter school, public charter school applicant, or affected

school district, if needed.
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10.04.1.4 If the State Board requests additional information under Ark.

10.04.2

Code Ann. § 6-23-703(c)(2)(C)(i) or Section 10.03.13 of
these Rules, the State Board shall hold a subsequent hearing
at the earlier of the next regularly scheduled State Board
meeting or a special board meeting called by the State Board.

A decision made by the State Board is final with no right of appeal.

11.00 RULES APPLICABLE TO ADULT EDUCATION CHARTER SGHOOLS

11.01 Application for an Adult Education Charter School

11.01.1 Pursuant to Title 6, Chapter 23 éf the Arkansas Code and these rules, an

eligible entity may apply to the authgrizer to grant adult education charter
school status for an adult education pregram that‘offers a curriculum that
culminates in:

11.01.1.1 A{ﬁ‘gh school diploma; and

11.01.1.2 Adi industry: certification.

11.01.2

11.01:3

11.01.4-

11.01.5

An adult edueation charter school shall be recognized by the State Board
of EduGation asam open-enrollment public charter school. However, an
adiilt edusation chartet school is not eligible for state funding intended for
elementary and secondary districts, schools, or programs, including but
not limnited te, state foundation and categorical funding.

Aq adult education charter school does not count toward the cap for open-
enrollment public charter schools under § 6-23-304(c).

The authorizer shall adopt an application form, schedule, and a procedure

that must be used to apply for an adult education charter school. The State
Board shall adopt any applications, forms, schedules and procedures that
are required to be promulgated through the Administrative Procedure Act.

The authorizer shall adopt, in conjunction with the application form
adopted under section 11.01.4 of these Rules, a scoring rubric that shall
constitute criteria to inform the authorizer’s approval of a program for
which an adult education charter may be granted. The State Board shall
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adopt any rubric that is required to be promulgated through the

Administrative Procedure Act.

The application to the authorizer for an adult education charter school
shall be made in accordance with a schedule approved by the authorizer.
The State Board shall adopt any schedule that is required to be
promulgated through the Administrative Procedure Act.

The application form must provide space for including all. information
required under Title 6, Chapter 23 and these rules té be contained in the
charter.

A nonprofit entity’s application for an adult edycation charter school shall
include, without limitation a:

11.01.8.1 History of the nonprofit eqtity's sucéess in providing
education services, including industry certifications and job
placement sérvices, 49 adults eighteen (18) years of age and
o“ldi,ei* whose! educational and training opportunities have
been Jimited by educational disadvantages, disabilities,
hetielesspess, eriminal history, or similar circumstances;

11.01.8.2 Pledge to commit at least one million dollars
($1,080,000) to the adult education charter school, if
approved, with up to twenty-five percent (25%) of the
‘commitment allowed to be in-kind;

11.01.8.2.1 A nonprofit entity that is opening an
additional adult education public charter
school under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-
1001(b) is not required to commit one
million dollars ($1,000,000) for the
additional adult education public charter
school if it has already pledged to commit at
least one million dollars ($1,000,000) to an
adult education charter school under Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-23-1001(b)(2)(A).

11.01.8.3 Description of any partnership with a state-supported two
year institution of higher education, if anticipated,;
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11.01.8.5

11.01.8.6

11.01.8.7

11.01.8.8

11.91.8.9

11.01.8.10

005.15
Description of testimony from a public hearing in the
community where the adult education charter school is
planned;

Copy of the notice of the public hearing that documents
that the notice was published, at least three (3) weeks before
the date of the public hearing, in a newspaper having general
circulation in the community where the adult education
charter school is planned;

Comprehensive plan of hew the adult educationi charter
school will meet the industryqeeds for a sufficiertly trained
workforce in the state;

Strategy for engaging the @dmmunit¥, including business
leaders, in carrying out-the goals and objectives of the adult
education charter safigol;

Descsip‘bion of the proposed performance criteria that will
be ased during the intial five-year period of the charter to

-measure the\pregress of the adult education charter school in

weeting the ‘industry needs for a sufficiently trained
workferce in the state;

‘Détailed budget and governance plan for the operation of the
‘adult education charter school; and

List of any specific state laws or rules of the State Board of
Education from which the adult education public charter
wishes to be exempt with an explémation of why the
exemption is needed.

11.02 Authorization for an Adult Education Charter: The authorizer shall review
an application for an adult education charter school and may approve an application

that:

11.02.1 Provides an acceptable plan for meeting the industry needs for a
sufficiently trained workforce in the state;
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Includes a set of performance criteria objectives for the terms of the

charter and the means for measuring the performance criteria objectives
on a yearly basis;

Includes a comprehensive strategy for engaging the community, including
without limitation business leaders, in the process of meeting the goals
and objectives of the adult education public charter;

Includes an agreement to provide an annual report to th€ Gommunity that
indicates the progress made by the adult education public chatter school
in meeting the performance criteria objectives duging the previous year;
and

Includes an appropriate budget &pd-governance plan.

Adult Education Charter School Licenses

A charter appﬁe@ﬁt that receives an approved adult education charter may
petition the authegizer for additional licenses to establish an adult
education char® schqol in any of’the various congressional districts in
Arkansas ifltehseuapplicantm%c’ts the following conditions:

11.03.k1 Ths approved adult education charter applicant has
demonstrated academic success as defined by the State
Board for all public schools;

N1.03.1.2 The approved adult education charter applicant has not:

11.03.1.2.1  Been subject to any disciplinary action by the
authorizer;

11.03.1.2.2  Been classified as in academie need of Level
5 — Intensive support or fiscal distress;

11.03.1.2.3  Had its adult education charter placed on
charter school probation or suspended or
revoked under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105 or
Section 4.03 of these rules; and
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11.03.1.2.4  The authorizer determines in writing by a

majority of a quorum present that the adult
education charter applicant has generally
established the educational program results
and criteria set forth in Section 10.03 of these
rules.

11.04 Resubmission of Adult Education Charter School Applications
11.04.1 The authorizer may allow an applicant to resubmit an appligation for an

adult education public charter school if thé%{iginﬂ\aipplication was, in the
opinion of the authorizer deficient in one () or moregespects.

11.04.2 The Division of Elementary and- Secondary 'Edﬁcation may provide
technical assistance to the applicant for an adult education public charter
school in the creation or modification @fft;s appliéation.

11.05 Enrollment in an Adult Education Charter S¢hool

11.05.1 An approved adult &ducation charter school shall have an enrollment cap
of no more than three hundred fifty(350) students.

11.05.2 A person v&ﬁxo i$ at least ningteen (19) years of age may enroll in an adult
education charter school if the person has:

11.@5’.2.1 Not earned a high school diploma;

11,0529, Failed to complete the requirements for high school
graduation.

11.06 - Funding, for an Adult Education Charter School

11.06.1 Funding for an adult education charter school shall not be provided
through the Public School Fund.

11.06.2 Funding for an adult education charter school may come from public or
private sources, including from the eligible entity that operates an adult

education charter school.

11.06.3 An adult education charter school is not eligible to receive any state funds
intended for elementary and secondary programs.
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11.08

11.09

005.15

Renewal of an Adult Education Charter: The authorizer may renew the adult
education charter on a one-year or multiyear basis.

Status Report: The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall report
to the Senate Committee on Education and the House Committee on Education by
December 1 each year concerning:

11.08.1 Evaluations of any adult education charter schools opéfating under this
subchapter in the state, including the impact on méefing industry needs
and addressing the workforce needs in théstate; and

11.08.2 Recommendations regarding the abolition, expaiision, orqnedifications of
the laws pertaining to adult eduéatien charters.

Authority under a Charter for Adult Edugaﬁ;«m Charter Schools

11.09.1 An adult educatiog tharter school:

11.09.1.1 _Shall be governed by an eligible entity that is fiscally
Qaccountable under the governing structure as described by
the charter;

1 1.@9 1.2 Shall provide instruction to adults as provided by the charter;

11.09.18 Shall retain the authority to operate under the charter
contingent on satisfactory student performance as provided
by the charter in accordance with Title 6, Chapter 23 of the
Arkansas Code and these rules;

11.09.1.4 Shall have no authority to impose taxes;

11.09.1.5 Shall not charge tuition or fees that would not be allowable
charges in the public school districts; and

11.09.1.6 Shall not be religious in its operations or programmatic
offerings.
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11.09.2 An adult education charter school is subject to any prohibition, restriction,
or requirement imposed by Title 6 of the Arkansas Code and any rule and
regulation promulgated by the State Board under Title 6 of the Arkansas
Code relating to:

11.09.2.1

11.09.2.2

11.09.2.3

11.09.2.4

11.09.2.5

11.09.2.6

11.09.2.7°

Monitoring compliance with Title 6 of the Arkansas Code,
as determined by the Commissioner;

Public school accountability under Title 6 &f the Arkansas
Code;

High school graduation requigeiments as éstablished by the
State Board;

Special education programs as providéed by Title 6 of the
Arkansas Code;

Conductingeriminal background checks for employees as
provided by Title 6 of the Arkansas Code;

Hedlth and safety codes as established by the State Board
and local gowei?n)mental entities; and

Ethigal. guidelines and prohibitions as established by Ark.
Code Anh. § 6-24-101 et seq., and any other controlling state
or'federal law regarding ethics or conflicts of interest.

11.10 Enroéllmgnt Numbers and Deadline: Adult education charter schools shall keep
rec@rds of \a<ttén§iance in accordance with the law and submit quarterly attendance
reportsito the Pivision of Elementary and Secondary Education.

110t Annual-Audit of Adult Education Charter School Required

IM.11.1 An adult education charter school shall prepare an annual certified audit
of the financial condition and transactions of the adult education charter
school as of June 30 each year in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States and Government Auditing
Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and
containing any other data as determined by the State Board for all public

schools.
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11.12 Monthly Reports: An adult education charter school in its initial school year of

operation shall provide monthly reports on its enroliment status and compliance
with its approved budget for the current school year to the Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education.

11.13 Division of Elementary and Secondary Education Review: The Division of
Elementary and Secondary Education shall:

11.13.1 Conduct an end-of-semester review of each adult educatitn sharter school
that is in its initial school year of operation at the end of the first semester
and at the end of the school year; and

11.13.2 Report to the State Board and the Commissiepex on the adult education
charter school’s:

11.13.2.1 Overall financial conditioa%; ‘and
11.13.2.2 Oyerall condition of student enrollment.
11.14 Use of Funding by Adult Eduéatien Charter Schools
11.14.1 No indebtedness of anyki?ad\incurred or created by the adult education
charter school shall constitute an indebtedness of the state or its political
subdiviSiens, and nfie indebtedness of the adult education charter school
shélt involveor be segured by the faith, credit, or taxing power of the state

or-its pdlitical subdivisions.

11,34.2" Buery contract or lease into which an adult education charter school enters
shall include the wording of Section 11.14.1 of these rules.

1115 Chatter School Facilities: An adult education charter school shall not commence
operations with students in any new or renovated facility unless the school has

obtained for the new construction or renovation:

11.15.1 A certificate of occupancy issued by a local code official approved by the
state fire marshal;

11.15.2 A certificate of occupancy or other approval of the state fire marshal; or

11.15.3 A certificate of substantial completion issued by a licensed architect.
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11.16 Authorizer Hearing Procedures Related to Adult Charter Schools (Application,
Renewal, or Request for Charter Amendment)

11.16.1

11.16.2

11.16.3

11.16.4

All persons, with the exception of the attorneys representing the parties,
who plan to provide testimony during the hearing must be sworn by the
Chair of the body conducting the hearing.

The adult education charter school or applicant shall have twenty (20)
minutes to present its case to the authorizer for approval of -the proposed
adult education charter school application, renewal, éxrequest. The Chair
of the authorizing body may grant additignal timé, if necessary.

Parties opposed to the adult education charter sgﬁ@ol application, renewal,
or request, if any, shall have twénty: (20) minutes{o‘preseht\i\ts\qase to the
authorizer for disapproval of the prepdsed adult education charter school
application, renewal, or request. The Ghair of thé authorizing body may

grant additional time, if necessary. .

11.16.3.1 Any*party in.oppo‘s‘i’tion that wishes to present or participate
at the bearing must notify the division's Charter School
Office and the seheol or applicant in writing no later than
~ten (10) busipésg days prior to the hearing.

11.16:3.2.  If aparty in opposition intends to use a presentation,
handouts, or any other document, it must provide copies to
the Charter School Office and to the school or
‘applicant no later than ten (10) business days prior to the
hearing.

11.1633 A party in opposition that fails to notify the Charter
School Office no later than ten (10) business days prior to
the hearing may only present or participate at the hearing
with the permission of the authorizer.

The adult education charter school or applicant shall have five (5) minutes
to respond to any arguments in opposition to the adult education charter
school application, renewal, or request. The Chair of the authorizing body
may grant additional time, if necessary.
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11.16.6

11.16.7

11.16.8

005.15
The authorizer will follow the presentation with discussion of the adult

education charter school application, renewal, or request, and questions,
if any, to the adult education charter school or applicant, opposing parties,
or both.

The authorizer may issue a final decision at the hearing or take the matter
under advisement until a future scheduled meeting.

The authorizer may defer the vote to approve or disappreve a charter
application, renewal, or request in order to allow a public chaiter school
or applicant to make modifications or feceive ¢gchnical assistance to
correct deficiencies in the application, renewal, or request.

During the roll call vote on eachadult education chater initia] application,
if a particular member of the authetizing body votes against the initial
application, that member should statehis'er her réasons for disapproval.

Note: Additional requirements pertaining to heafings in#etving the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education as authorizer may be found in Section 9.00 of these Rules. Additional
requirements pertaining to hearings involvipg the State Board of Education as authorizer may be
found in Section 10.00 of these Rules. #7,

11.17 Authorizer Hearing Rgoeedures Related to Adult Education Charter Schools
(ModificationsPiobation e Revocation of Charter)

11.17.1 Neot latép than twenty (20) days prior to the authorizer meeting at which

11.172~

11.17.3

the matter ofimodification, probation or revocation will be considered, the
Division ofElementary and Secondary Education shall provide written
n@;i\@e of the reason(s) for the proposed action, as well as of the time and
location of such hearing, to the adult education charter school.

All persons, with the exception of the attorneys representing the parties,
who plan to provide testimony during the hearing must be sworn by the
Chair of the body conducting the hearing.

The adult education charter school shall have twenty (20) minutes to
present its case to the authorizer regarding the proposed modification,
probation, or revocation of the adult charter school charter. The Chair of
the authorizing body may grant additional time, if necessary.
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11.17.4 The authorizer will follow the presentation with discussion of the matter

and questions, if any, to representatives from the Division of Elementary
and Secondary Education, the adult education charter school, or both.

11.17.5 The authorizer may issue a final decision at the hearing or take the matter
under advisement until a future scheduled meeting.

Note: Additional requirements pertaining to hearings involving the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education as authorizer may be found in Section 9.00 of these Rules.. Additional
requirements pertaining to hearings involving the State Board of Education &s authoziZer may be
found in Section 10.00 of these Rules.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 744 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: S3/4/21 H4/5/21
93rd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2021 SENATE BILL 291

By: Senator Irvin

By: Representative L. Johnson

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO SUPPORT ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC
SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMMUNITY
SCHOOL APPROACH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO SUPPORT ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND
PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF A COMMUNITY SCHOOL
APPROACH.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 15, is amended to add an

additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 30 — Community Schools Act

6-15-3001. Title.

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Community

Schools Act".

6-15-3002. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) (A) "Community school" means a public school that implements

a service and inclusion strategy that coordinates resources and relationships

in order to accelerate equitable outcomes.

(B) Community school strategies may vary among public
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As Engrossed: S3/4/21 H4/5/21 SB291

schools based on the needs of individual communities, but at a minimum

include the following without limitation:

(i) The four (4) key pillars of an evidence-based

community school approach, which include:

(a) Integrated student supports;:

(b) Expanded and enriched learning time and

opportunities;

(c) Active family and community engagement;
and

(d) Collaborative leadership and practices
that:

(1) Promote conditions found in high-

quality schools; and

(2) Address out-of-school barriers to

learning;
(ii) A community school coordinator at each

community school site: and

(iii) A community school plan.

(C) Community school strategies require that public

schools obtain consent from parents and legal guardians of public school

students for services provided;

(2)(A) "Community school coordinator" means a designated site

resource coordinator at a public school or local education agency that

provides a variety of resources, including partnerships with community

resources, and whose primary responsibilities include:

(i) Leading needs and assets analyses;

(ii) Facilitating development and implementation of

a community school plan in collaboration with other members of school-based

leadership;
(iii) Building relationships between the school and

community partners for the provision of identified supports and services; and

(iv) Comnnecting public school students and families

to available services and opportunities.

(B) To the extent possible, the responsibilities of a

community school coordinator may be undertaken in coordination with a parent

facilitator appointed under § 6-15-1702; and
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As Engrossed: S3/4/21 H4/5/21 SB291

(3) "Community school plan" means a plan that establishes how

educators, school staff, governmental entities, and community partners will

use and leverage all available assets to meet specific student and family

needs in order to improve opportunities and outcomes for students.

6-15-3003. Assistance by Division of Elementary and Secondary

Education.

The Division of Elementarv and Secondarv Education mav:

(1) Provide professional development programs that teach the

competencies required for:

(A) Managing successful community schools and expanded

learning time:

(B) Planning and implementing services and strategies in

collaboration with communities; and

(C) Blending and braiding funding to support community

schools;
(2) (A) Require sufficient data to:

(i) Enable oversight of community schools; and

(ii) Inform ongoing school improvement.

(B) (i) Any data regquired under subdivision (2)(A) of this

section shall be protected by all applicable federal and state data privacy

laws.

(ii) No additional data mining is permitted under

this section; and

(3) Work to position community schools to become hubs for

aligned and coordinated programs across state agencies.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2916(2), concerning the authority of
the State Board of Education over a public school district classified as in
need of Level 5 — Intensive support, is amended to add an additional

subdivision to read as follows:

(L) Require a structured system of whole child supports

through a community school plan, as defined by § 6-15-3002.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 23, Subchapter 1, is amended

to add an additiomal section to read as follows:
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As Engrossed: 83/4/21 H4/5/21 SB291

6-23-109. Community schools.

(a) The authorizer mav designate a public charter school as a

community school, as defined by § 6-15-3002.

(b) To be designated as a community school, the applicant shall

include in its original application or charter amendment request:

(1) A request to be designated as a community school; and

(2) A community school plan, as defined by § 6-15-3002, which

shall include without limitation an initial plan for serving student needs.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-23-201(a)(2)(A), concerning a public
school’s application for conversion publiec charter school status, is amended
to read as follows:

(A) Adopting research-based school or instructional
designs, or both, that focus on improving student and school performance,
which may include without limitation the implementation of a community school

plan, as defined by § 6-15-3002;

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-23-302(c)(2), concerning an application
to become an open-enrollment public charter school, is amended to read as

follows:
(2) Describe a plan for academic achievement that addresses how
the open-enrollment public charter school will improve student learning and

meet the state education goals, which mayv include without limitation the

implementation of a community school plan, as defined by § 6-15-3002;

SECTION 6. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that the coronavirus 2019 (COVID-

19) pandemic has resulted in substantial disruption to the educational system

in the state’s kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) public schools and

open-enrollment public charter schools; that amendments to the law as

provided in this act are needed to address challenges faced by Arkansas

students in succeeding in school and in life; and that this act is

immediately necessary to maintain the orderly operation of public schools and

open-enrollment public charter schools so that students in this state

continue to receive an adequate education. Therefore, an emergency is

declared to exist, and this act being immediately necessary for the
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As Engrossed: $§3/4/21 H4/5/21 SB291

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall become effective

on:
(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or
(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

/s/Irvin

APPROVED: 4/19/21
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 774 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: 53/18/21
93rd General Assembly 1
Regular Session, 2021 SENATE BILL 251

By: Senator J. English
By: Representative Lowery

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING SCHOOL DISTRICT WAIVERS; TO AMEND
PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL CHARTERS, ENROLLMENT, AUTHORIZATION,
AND FACILITY FUNDING; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING SCHOOL DISTRICT WAIVERS; AND
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
CHARTERS, ENROLLMENT, AUTHORIZATION, AND
FACILITY FUNDING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-103(b), concerning school district
waivers, is amended to read as follows:

(b) The petition for all or some of the waivers granted to an open-
enrollment public charter school that is submitted by a public school
district shall include without limitatiomn:

(1) The name of the open-enrollment public charter school that
has the requested waiver; and

2y £ ) 1 ) 13 l bli
eharter schesly—oand

£3>(2) A list of the waivers that the public school district
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seeks to have granted.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-103(c)(1l), concerning school district

waivers, is amended to read as follows:

(c)(1)(A) The state board shall granty in whole or in party-or-denyy
in-wheole—or in party grant or deny, in whole or in part, a petition for a

waiver submitted by a public school district within ninety (90) days of

receiving the petition.

(B)(i) The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education

may request additional information if necessary.

(ii) If the division determines that additional

information is necessary, the state board shall grant or deny, in whole or in

part, the petition for a waiver within ninety (90) days of receiving the

requested additional information.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-15-103(d), concerning school district
waivers, is amended to read as follows:

(d) The biwvision of Elementary and Secondary Education division may

promulgate rules to implement this section.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-15-2302(a), concerning the definition of
"general business manager", is amended to read as follows:

(a) As used in this section, “general business manager” means a chief
financial officer or business manager, however the position is titled, who:

(1) 1Is an emplovee of the public school district or is

contracted to perform financial services;

(2) 1Is responsible for the fiscal operatiomns of the public
school district; and

42)(3) Performs his—or-her duties under the direction of the
superintendent of sehools of the public school district.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-17-2202(1), concerning the definition of
"classified employee", is amended to read as follows:
(1)(A) *“Classified employee” means any employee of a public
school district in Arkansas who performs work for the school district and who

is not required to hold a valid teaching license issued by the State Board of
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Education as a condition of employment.

(B) "Classified employee" does not include a nonlicensed

teacher; and

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-20-1913(a), concerning the definition of
"general business manager", is amended to read as follows:
(a) As used in this subchapter, “general business manager” means a

chief financial officer or business manager, however the position is titled,

who:
(1) Is an emplovee of a public school district or has contracted

to perform financial services;

(2) 1Is responsible for the fiscal operations of a public school
district; and
£2>3(3) Performs duties under the direction of a superintendent

of a public school district.

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-23-104, concerning requirements for and
revisions to charter forms for public charter schools, is amended to add an

additional subsection to read as follows:

(c) An open-enrollment public charter school shall post the most

recent version of the written contract on the website of the open-enrollment

public charter school by August 1 each year.

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 6-23-105(a), concerning the basis and
procedure for public charter school probation or charter modification,
revocation, or denial of renewal, is amended to read as follows:

(a) (1) The authorizer may place a public charter school on probation
or may modify, revoke, transfer, assign, or deny renewal of its charter if
the authorizer determines that the persons operating the public charter
school:

(A) Committed a material violation of the charter,
including failure to satisfy accountability provisions prescribed by the
charter;

(B) Failed to satisfy generally accepted accounting

standards of fiscal management;

(C) Failed to comply with this chapter or other applicable
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As Engrossed: S3/18/21 SB251

law or rule; or

(D) Failed to meet academic or fiscal performance criteria
deemed appropriate and relevant for the public charter school by the
authorizer.

(2) The charter authorizer may allow the voluntary assignment of
a public charter school upon petition by the public charter school to the

chaxter authorizer.
(3)(A) 1If the authorizer transfers or assigns the charter of a

public charter school to an eligible entity under subdivision (a)}(l)} eof this
seetion, the authorizer shall not hold the applicant responsible for any
activity that occurred before the transfer or assignment, which includes
without limitation any disciplinary action taken by the authorizer.

(B) After the authorizer transfers or assigns a charter to
an eligible entity under subdivision (a){l)of this seetion, the authorizer
shall:

(i) 1Issue a new local education agency number as
required under § 25-6-107; and

(ii) Not issue an annual report as required under §
6-15-2101 until the eligible entity to which the charter was transferred has

completed at least one (1) school year.

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-23-105(c), concerning the basis and
procedure for public charter school probation or charter modification,
revocation, or denial of renewal, is amended to read as follows:

(c) The authorizer shall adopt a procedure to be used for placing a
public charter school on probation or modifying, revoking, transferring,

assigning, or denying renewal of the public charter school’s charter.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-23-105(e), concerning the basis and
procedure for public charter school probation or charter modification,
revocation, or denial of renewal, is amended to read as follows:

(e)(1l)(A) TImmediately upon the revocation, transfer, or assignment of

an open-enrollment charter by the authorizer, an open-enrollment public

charter school shall:
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+3+i) (i) Provide to the division a detailed

accounting of all accounts payable due from the state funds held by the open-

enrollment public charter school and any additional information or records

requested by the division concerning the disbursement of the state fundsj

(ii) Provide the division with a comprehensive list

of all banking information and accounts in which the open-enrollment public

charter school holds state or federal funds;

(iii) Receive prior approval from the division for

an expenditure over five hundred dollars (5500): and

(iv) Work in coordination with the division to draft

a charter closure plan.

(B) (i) The divisieon—shall-hold funds—received under

Secondary-Education Immediately upon the state board’s affirmation of a

revocation, assignment, or transfer, the open-enrollment public charter

school shall transfer all state and federal funds held by the open-enrollment

public charter school to the division.

(ii) The division shall hold funds received under

subdivision (e)(1)(B)(i) of this section in receivership in a separate fund

and shall expend the funds only with prior approval of the Commissioner of

Elementary and Secondary Education.

(2)(A) The division shall establish a procedure for a claimant
to file a claim for disbursement from the state funds.
(B) The determination of the division concerning the
disbursement of the state funds is final and may not be appealed.
(3) 1I1f funds remain in receivership for which no legitimate,
documented claim has been made to the division within one (1) calendar year
after the revocation, transfer, or assignment the remaining funds shall be

transferred to the Publiec School Fund.:
(A) Entity that received the public charter school under a

transfer or assignment if the public charter school was transferred or

assigned; or
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(B) Public School Fund in all other instances.

(4) The state board may promulgate rules to implement this

subsection.

SECTION I1I. Arkansas Code § 6-23-402(b), concerning enrollment numbers
of and the deadline for enrollment in open-enrollment public charter schools,
is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as follows:

(3) An open-enrollment public charter school shall have a policy

concerning whether the open-enrollment public charter school will enroll

students after July 30.

SECTION I12. Arkansas Code § 6-23-703(a) and (b), concerning State
Board of Education optional review, are amended to read as follows:

(a) On a motion approved by a majority vote, the State Board of
Education may exercise a right of review of a charter determination made by
the Division of Elementary—and Secondary Educatien charter authorizer at the
next regularly scheduled state board meeting after receiving notice provided

under § 6-23-702(b).

(b) If the state board votes to review a final decision made by the

divisien charter authorizer, the state board shall:

(1) State the specific additional information the state board

requires from the ddiwision Division of Elementary and Secondary Education,

public charter school, public charter school applicant, or affected school
district;
(2) Conduct a full hearing regarding a final decision by the
division under § 6-23-701(a); and
{3) Hold the hearing at the earlier of:
(A) The next regularly scheduled state board meeting

following the state board meeting during which the state board voted to

authorize a review; or
(B) A special board meeting called by the state board.

SECTION 13. Arkansas Code § 6-23-908(g), concerning the Open-
Enrollment Public Charter School Facilities Funding Aid Program, is amended

to read as follows:

(g) The G
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Transportation Division of Elementary and Secondary Education may promulgate

rules to implement this section.

/s/J. English

APPROVED: 4/20/21
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