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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES GOVERNING THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPQRT

AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT (AESAA)
ANDACCONTABILIIY ACT4ESAY  RECEIVED
JuL 16 2018

1.00  Regulatory authority

200

BUREAU OF
These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Edul:ﬁ‘e’ﬂ&’WEVgr RESEARCH

1.01
“Department”) Rules Governing the Arkansas Educatlonal Support and
Accountability Act (AESAA). &

1.02  These rules are adopted pursuant to the he authority of the Stai:é Board of Education
under Ark. Code Ann. &8 6-11-105, 6—15 2901 et seq.. 25- 15- 201 et seq. and Act
930 of 2017. 4

1.03  These rules are further adopted nursuant to the requirements of the State s plan

adopted under the Elementarv and Secondar'n.f Educatlon Act of 1965, Pub. L. No.
§9-10, as reauthorized by the Ever:, Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95.20
U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. - :

Legislative Findings and Purnose A |

2.01

The State Board of Educatlon {“State Board 1 notes that the Arkansas General

Assembly finds that it is the State’s responsibility:

2.01. 1 To ;1rov1de a ﬂreneral suitable, and efficient svstem of free public schools
to the children of the state as reumred by the Arkansas Constitution.
Article 14 §°1; :

2.01.2 To provide all public school children with a substantially equal
opportunity for an adequate education to meet the State’s duty set forth by
the Arkansas Suureme Court in Lake View School District No. 25 v.
Huckabee 351 Ark. 31 (2002);

2.01.3 To ensure that all students in the public schools of this state have a
substantially equal opportunity to achieve and demonstrate academic
readiness. individual academic erowth. and competencies throuch the
application of knowledge and skills in core subjects, consistent with state
academic standards through a student-focused learning system: and

2014 That all students in Arkansas public schools be taucht by qualified
and effective educators and that low-income or minority students not be
taught at disproportionate rates by educators who are ineffective,
inexperienced, or teaching a subject for which they are not currently
licensed.
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2.02  The purpose of these rules is to establish a comprehensive accountability system
that:

2,02.1 Provides increasing levels of state assistance to help the local public
school district board of directors to meet its burden of providing all public
school children with a substantially equal opportunity for an adequate
education, while allowing state intervention to océur if the local
sovernment chronically fails to meet the burden in spite of the state
assistance, to meet the state’s responsibility set forth by the Arkansas
Supreme Court in Lake View School District No. 25 v. Huckabee, 351 Ark.
31 (2002), quoting DuPree v. Alma School Dzsmcr No 30, 279 Ark. 340

1983);

2.02.2 Uses multiple measures of student academlc achlevement and L_owth

2.02.3 Allows flexibility for publlc schools and school districts to utlhze local
decision- makm;, wh le maintaining gual_x_t_} in education; and

2.024 Empowers the State and | public school dlstncts to assess the effectiveness
of student-focused education using multiple factors. measures, and
indicators of student achievement and school quality, rather than relving
solelv on an annuatl s’tatewide aésessment.

203 To nromote the state s goal of |;rov1d1nt, all Arkansas public school students with
qualified and effective educators. the Department will support educator
effectiveness by implementing State Board-approved systems that will:

2.03.1 Encourage licensure and career advancement;

2.03.2 Provide ﬂexibilit*.;' to hire Well—:rualified individuals;

2.03.3 Provide personalized. differentiated professional support, growth and
development opportunities for all educators; and

2.03.4 Incentivize retention of effective teachers and [eaders.

204  The State of Arkansas cannot be the sole guarantor of each individual student's
success. Parents. students, families, educational institutions. and communities. as
collaborative partners in education, play an important role in the success of
individual students.

3.00 Definitions

For purposes of these rules:
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“Academic Growth” means the calculation to determine the chanee in student

3.03

achievement over two or more moments in time using a value-added model.

“College and career readiness” means the student has knowledge and skills in

core academic disciplines and dispositions necessary to graduate prepared for
college, career. and community engagement.

“College and career readiness assessment” means a set of nationally recognized

3.04

measurements of a student's acquisition of the knowled“e and skills that the
student needs to be collese and career ready.

“Comyrehensive support” means support required for a public school identified as

3.05

being within the lowest-performing five percent (5%) of Title I schools as
required under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub. L. No.
89-10. as reauthorized by the Ever'l.r Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub L. No.
114-95.

“District Test Coordinator (DTCY”? meatnrs an educator 'érnulom ed by thé district

3.06

3.07

e £ AU

3.08

and designated by the sunenntendent to ensure that the district complies with state
assessment requirements. - - Yy,

"Educator” means a nerson holdinL a valid Arkansas standard teaching license. an

ancillary license, a provisional license, a technical rrermlt or an administrator's
license 1ssued bv the State Board | o

3.06.1 ‘JEduc_ator" also_ includes a liceﬁed or nonlicensed classroom teacher or
~ administrator employed in a position under a waiver from licensure.

“BEnelish languace arts (ELA)” means the academic standards for English,

readlnt and wntlnL

“En nhsh Learners are students whose primary or home language, other than

3.09

Enclish. has had a significant impact on the individual’s level of Enelish lanenace
proficiency. - -

“Formative Assessment” means a planned. ongoing process used by all students

3.10

and teachers during teaching and learning to elicit and use evidence of student
learming to improve student understanding of intended disciplinary learning
outcomes and support students to become more self-directed Jearners.

“Individualized Education Program (IEP)” means the same as in the Individuals

3.11

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.

“Parent” means the same as in the Familv Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA ). 34 CER § 99.3.
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“Professional development plan” means the same as in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-

3.13

704.

"Public school” means:

3.14

3.13.1 A school operated by a public school district; or

3.13.2 An open-enrollment public charter school. as defmecl in Ark. Code Ann. §
6-23-103. =

“Public school district” means:

3.15

3.14.1 A geographic area that qualifies as a taﬁxihg unit fbff:urposes of ad
valorem property taxes under Ark. Code Ann. § 26-1- 101 et seq. and
Arkansas Constitution, Article 14 § 3. and is either:

314141 Governed_hby _al_l_ ele’ctgzd board of directors: or W

3.141.2 Under the administfative control of the State Board or the
Cornmlssmner of Education in place of an elected board of
directors: or

3.14.2 An open-enrollment public charter school as defined in Ark. Code Ann. §
6 23 103 _

“School Dlstrlct S*rstems means the operations and procedures that occur within

a public school district.

3.15.1 Svystems incllide .IIWithout limitation:

31511 __Academics;
3.15.12 Student Support Services;

3.15.1.3 District Operations and Fiscal Governance;

3.15.14 Human Capital:

31515 Stakeholder Communication / Family and Community
Engapgement: and

3.15.16 __Facilities and Transportation.

3.15.2 Systems are defined as a set of independent parts or actions that act
together to make a more complex whole.
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“Student success plan” means a personalized education plan intended to assist

3.17

students to meet educational milestones towards graduation and achieving

readiness for college, career. and community engagement.

“Student-focused learning systetn”™ means a system of learning in which

3.18

collaborative and flexible decisions are made based on equity for each student
with consideration given to academic measures Lersonal comnetenmes interests,
aptitudes, aspirations. and needs.

3.19

“Superintendent” means the person responsible for overswht of all operations of
the public school district. el o

“Targeted support” means support required for a uubhc school identified as

400 Arkansas Academic Standards

4.01

having a subgroup of students [abeled “consistently underperforming” as required
under the Elementary and Secondary Ed_ucatlon Act of 1965, Pub. L No. 89-10,
as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015, Pub. L. No. 114-95.

The Department shall develon and the State Board shall approve Arkansas

4.02

academic standards that define what students shall know and be able to
demonstrate in each content area.

Instruction in all public schools'shall be bttsed on the Arkansas academic

s
[N}

4.04

standards to prepare students to demonstrate the skills and competencies
necessary for successful academic orowth and hieh school eraduation.,

The Department shall establish a schedule for periodic review and revision of
the Arkansas academic standards to ensure that the standards are rigorous and
pre pare students for college. career. and community engagement.

The Department shall include, at a minimum. the following elements in the

periodic review and revision of the Arkansas academic standards:

4.04.1 Review and input by Arkansas educators from
elementury, secondary and higher education:

4.04.2 Review and input from Arkansas community members with
professional experience related to the academic content area:

4.04.3 Study and consideration of academic standards at the national and
international level. as appropriate:

4.04.4 Study and consideration of an evaluation of the academic
standards from national groups or organizations, as appropriate:
and
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4.04.5 Public dissemination of revised academic standards by posting on
the Department’s website.

The Department shall develop a transition timeline for the implementation

5.00 _Statewide Student Assessment System

501

of new Arkansas academic standards when new standards are approved.

The State Board shall approve and the Department shall i'mﬂlement a statewide

5.02

503

student assessment system to be administered by Arkansas qLubhc schools on a
schedule determined by the State Board. i

_The statewide student assessment s*gstem shall include:

5.02.1 Assessments for kindersarten and _g_rades one and two (K- 2} as specified in
subsection 5.06: \

5.02.2 Assessments for grades three throngh_twei\}s (3-12) as specified in
subsections 5.07 and 5.08; '

5.02.3 Assessments of Enu_-lish i_!ILOfiC._itﬁCV of all English { earners:

5024 Assessments to measure college and career readiness: and

5.02.5 Vahd and rehable assessments that provide scores available for district use
by July 1 of each vear.

5025.1 The Department may authorize an extension of time to
provide assessment scores as deemed necessary.

All public school districts shall comply with the requirements of the assessment

5.04

system including field testing and any other requirements needed to establish fully
developed assessments.

5.03.1 A public school district that fails to comply with requirements placed on
the public school district by the State Board pursuant to these rules is in
probationary violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas
Public Schools and School Districts and subject to action by the State
Board.

Public school district boards of directors shall not establish school calendars that

5.05

jeopardize or limit the valid testing and comparison of student learning.

All students enrolled in a public school district shall participate in the statewide

student assessment system.
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Kindergarten and grades one and two (K-2)

5.06

_All public school districts shall administer a developmentally appropriate

assessment approved by the State Board to all students in kindergarten, first

grade. and second grade (K-2) in reading and mathematics.

5.06.1 Students with disabilities shall participate inl’rhe K 2 assessment unless the

student’s IEP team determines that the student is unab]e to participate due

to the student’s disability.

5.06.1.1

If the student’s IEP team determines that the student is

unable to participate due to the student’s disability. the
student’s IEP shall include goals and periodic reviews to
ensure the student IS meetlnrr exnected growth and

progress. T

5.06.2 Enelish Learners including those wrth less than one vear in a U.S. school.

shall participate in the K—2 assessment program.

5.06.2.1

Emzlish_ Leamers may access state approved

accommodations provided such accommodations have been

recommended bv the student’s language proficiency

assessment committee (LPAC) and are used regularly in
classroom instruction and assessment. Only those

accommodations that do not interfere with the validity of

the test mav be used on the assessment.

Grades three throngh twelve (3-12)

5.07

All students in grades three through twelve (3-12) in which statewide assessments

are administered, shall take the assessment(s) required for the student’s respective

grade on the date or within the testing window established by the Department.

5.07.1 Assessments may measure, without limitation, Enelish laneuage arts,

mathematics, and science.

5.07.2 Required assessments mav include field testine and an

p L EL e R L LN

requirements needed to establish fully developed assessments.

5.07.3 Statewide student assessment data may be used for statewide

accountability and reporting purposes.
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All public school districts shall administer state required assessments to students

Students with Disahilities

5.09

in accordance with procedures established by the Department and specified in the
applicable assessment administration manuals. materials and training.

5.08.1 The Department may provide manuals, materials and trainings that are

delivered electronically or in-person.

Each student irn the specified erades shall partlcmate in the assessments according

to the procedures established by the Department. A student shall participate in the
Arkansas Alternate Assessment Program on!y upon the formal determination of
the student’s IEP teamn. as documented in the student’s TEP. -

5.09.1 The IEP team shall determine whether participation in the standard state
assessment program is appropriate for students with IEPs. Students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities who cannot uartlc1pate in the
standard state assessments with the established accommodations and
accessibility features shall participate in the Arkansas Alternate
Assessment Program followmﬂr the guidelines established by the
Department. e () o

5.09.2 Students with disabilities may access state approved accornmodations
provided such accommodations have been determined necessary by the
IEP team and are used re eularly in classroom instruction and
assessment. Only accommodations that do not interfere with the validity
o_f the test may be used on the assessment.

5.093 A student Who nartlcmates in the Arkansas Alternate Assessment program
will take each of the required alternate assessments including English
Lancuave Arts, mathematics. and science.

Englis-h Learners

5.10

Enulish LeamergL including those with less than one yvear in a U.S. school. shall

5.11

participate in the statewide student assessment system.

5.10.1 English Learners may access state approved accommodations provided
such accommodations have been recommended by the student’s laneuave
proficiency assessment committee (LPAC) and are used regularly in
classroom instruction and assessment. Only those accommodations that
do not interfere with the validity of the test may be used on the
assessment.

An assessment of English Language Proficiency which measures the English
Language Proficiency standards shall be administered annually.
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5.11.1 All English Learners in grades kindergarten through twelve (K-12) shall
participate in the English Language Proficiency assessment.

5.11.2 The Department shall establish student performance levels that indicate
the English Learners level of English Language Proficiency.

College and Career Readiness (CCR)

5.12 A public school that serves any student in grades ten through twelve (10-12) shall
administer college and career readiness assessments, as determined by the State
Board. to each student who chooses to take the assessment before he or she
graduates from high school. -

5.12.1 “Coliepe and career readiness assessment” means a set of nationally
recognized measurements of a student 8 acuulsltlon of the knowledge and
skills that the student needs to: ;

5.12.1.1 Be successful in credit~beering,_fi_rst—vear courses at an
institution of higher education; or

51212 Farn o't_hef postsecondary credentials including, but not
limited to, industry recognized Cre_dentials or technical
certifications that allow a student to embark on a career.

5.12.2 Students with disabilities should be encouraged to participate in the
college and cateer readiness assessment.

5.12.3 State or federal funds may be used to administer college and career
readiness assessments in addition to the required statewide high school
assessment. -

5.13 _ Public schools shall use the results from the colleve and career readiness
assessment to:

5.13.1 Inform student success plans;

5.13.2 Assist students with course selection: and

5.13.3 Assist with academic achievement and colleve and carcer readiness skills.

5.14 Districts may assess academic achievement and growth by other means in
addition to the statewide required assessments at the district’s expense.

The National Assessment of Educational Prooress (NAEP)
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5.15 _ Selected public schools shall participate in anv and all components of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

5.15.1 Any public school that fails to participate in the administration of any
NAEP assessment shall be reported to the State Board and may be found
in probationary violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas
Public Schools and School Districts and sublect to action by the State
Board.

Statewide Student Assessment System Administration

5.16  The Department shall establish and publish each school year, an assessment
calendar that shall be strictly followed by public school distriuts unless a school
district has received a written waiver from the Department due to. a catastrophic
occurrence. e

5.17 _ The superintendent of each public school dlStI’lCt shall designate a District Test
Coordinator. 3 <

5.17.1 The District Test 'Co‘or'dinator, servin_g as the designee of the
superintendent. is responsible for ensuring that the provisions of
applicable law and these Rules are followed. -

5.17.2 To ensure understanding of the administration of the State required

assessments. district test coordinators and other appropriate public school
personnel shall attend training sessions established by the Department.

5.18 The District Test Coordinator of e@cm;u_blic_school district is responsible for
coordinating all state assessment activities at a local level. including without
limitation:

5.18.1 Scheduling testing times of all affected grades and campuses according to
the testing calendar developed by the Department;

5.18.2 Ensuring that security is maintained as specified in the appropriate test

administration materials and Department training:

5.18.3 Ensuring that all district personnel involved in the testing have been

prop‘eriy trained as specified by the Department;

5.18.4 Ensuring that all tests are administered to all students according to the
procedures established by the Department and specified in the applicable
assessment administration materials:

5.18.5 Ensuring that all assessment documents and student identification
information are properly and accurately coded.

ADE 348-10



Agency #005.19

5.18.6 Attesting whether all students have participated in the appropriate grade-

5.18.7

level assessmentis}; and

Ensuring that students participating in the administration of standard state

5.18.8

assessments receive the appropriate. allowable accommodations

documented in their IEP and have access to the needed accessibility

features:

Ensuring that all students enrolled in a state-tﬂested grade are accounted for

5.189

in the statewide student assessment system: and *,

Ensuring that all personnel involved in testing and the use of test data are
trained on the requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA.. 34 CFR Part 99}, the Student Online Personal Information
Protection Act (SOPIPA ., Ark. Code Ann. § 6-1 8-109). any other state or
federal laws governing confidentiality of student data. and maintain the
privacy of student data.

5.19  The superintendent of each 'public school district is responsible for the proper

administration of the statewide student assessment system pursuant to Ark. Code

Ann. & 6-15-2901 et seq. and these rules including any failure of the District Test

Coordinator to fulfill all legal requirements and responsibilities.

5.19.1

To the extent that a public school district is determined to have knowingly

failed to administer the provisions of applicable law or these Rules, the
superintendent’s license is subject to probation. suspension, or revocation
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410.

Test Security and C onﬁdéntialifa‘

. 220 A violation of the security or confidential integrity of any test or assessment is

prohibited. "

5.20.1

Procedures for maintaining the security and confidential integrity of

5:20.2

testing and assessment instruments and procedures shall be specified in the
appropriate test or assessment administration instructions and training

from the Department. Conduct that violates the security or confidential

integrity of a test or assessment is defined as any departure from either the
requirements established by the Department for the administration of the
assessment or from the procedures specified in the applicable test
administration materials or training.

A person who violates the security or confidential integrity of any test or

assessment, or a public school or school district in which prohibited
conduct occurs. may be sanctioned by the State Board in accordance with
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the Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing Test Security.,
Testing Violations, and Alleged Testing Improprieties and the Arkansas

Department of Education Rules Governing the Code of Ethics for
Arkansas Educators, as appropriate.

District test coordinators. staff involved in test administration including

5.22

technology support staff, test administrators, and test proctors of the state required

assessments shall abide by the requirements of the security.agreement developed
by the Department. Public schools shall maintain signed copies of the agreement
for three (3) years. Sl

The superintendent or district test coordinator bf,_ééch public school district shall

develop procedures to ensure the security and confidential integrity of all
assessment instruments and test items. The-‘ superintendent or district test
coordinator is responsible for immediétcl? notifying the Department in writing of
conduct that violates the security or corifidential integrity of an examination or
assessment as outlined in the Arkansas Dénartment of Education Rules ‘Governing
Test Security. Testing Violations, and Allesed Testing Improprieties.

Assessment Data

523

Public school districts shall utilize iﬁultigle_ measures of student [earning,

524

including but not limited to state and vendor provided reports from the statewide
student assessment system. to inform the cycle of inquiry regarding school
improvement. .- co

5.23.1 Public school districts shall report district and school performance data to
appropriate stakeholders and as otherwise required by law or rule.

5.23.2 Public schools shall provide individual student reports to parents or
guardians no later than the first quarter of the schoo!l vear following
administration of the assessment.

All federal and state data privacy rules and resulations will be adhered to.

5.25

The scores for:“students attending the Arkansas School for Mathematics. Sciences,

526

and the Arts (ASMSA) shall be included in the data reports to the public school
district the student attended immediately prior to transferring to the ASMSA.

. Annually, the Department shall establish and post on the Department’s website.

the process and timeline providing no less than 10 days. for a public school
district to review data for accountability purposes.

Technical Advisorv Commitiee
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A Technical Advisory Committee composed of nationally-recognized experts and

psychometricians shall be selected by the Commissioner of Education and shall
advise the Department in technical matters pertaining to the validity. reliability.
accuracy and fairness of their assessment and accountability system.

Student Performance Levels

The Department shall recommend and the State Board shall approve performance

levels for each state required assessment administered to meet federal reporting
requirements. The performance levels shall include skills and competencies

necessary for a student to be collere and career readv b\r the completion of high
school. o &

5.28.1 The Department shall recommend and the State Board shall approve
performance levels for En,,llsh Ianguag e arts. mathematics, and science.

5.28.2 The Department shall recommend and the State Board shall approve
performance levels for the Arkansas Altemate Assessment Program for
students with disabilities as part of the statewide student assessment

system.

5.28.3 The Department shall recommend and the State Board shall approve
performance levels to indicate the level of English language proficiency of

all English Iearners. -

6.00 Student-Focused Leai'nin'g Svstem

6.01

Beuinniﬁvr in the 2017-2018 school vear, public school districts shall transition to

6.02

a student-focused learning system designed to support and promote student
success based on euutg for-all students through personalized learning,

A student—focused iearninﬂ system considers. with the learner. various academic

6.03

measures. personal competencies. interests, aptitudes, aspirations and needs when

designing learning opportunities.

Public schools shall use statewide student assessment data and multiple measures

to identify students’ strengths and needs for achievement and academic erowth.

6.03.1 Multiple measures may include, but are not limited to, attendance. srades.
classwork. demonstration of competency. formative assessment data
teacher observations, interest surveys, or other measures that are used to
personalize learning for students.

Student Success Plans

6.04

Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, each student who enters the eighth

(8") grade shall have a student success plan developed by the end of the eighth
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grade (8™), by school personnel in collaboration with parents and the student that
is reviewed and updated annually.

6.04.1

The student success plan is a working plan that is dynamic and visited
periodically by the student and an advisor or mentor to support the overall
success of the student to graduate ready for postsecondary opportunities.

6.04.2 The student success plan shall be documented ina format and manner that

6.05 _ The student success plan shall. at a minimum:

6.05.1

is accessible to the student.

Guide the student along high school [Jat'h;vaw.s td Lraduation that shall

6.05.2

prepare the student for postsecondan opportunities. including without
limitation: 3

605.1.1 Required couféeWOrk:
6.05.1.2 Courses of interest'" énd
6.05.1.3 Cdﬂ's’iderﬁtiog_for student’s postsecondary plans using

multiple measures to inform decisions about a pathway.

Address accelerated learning opportunities which may include without

limitation enrolling in coursework that would challenge the student
academicallv. Accelerated learning opportunities to be considered may
include without limitation: - -

60521 Advanced Plac'ement___Igtemational Baccalaureate, and
Concurrent credit:

6.0522 Career pathways. apprenticeships. and internships:
60523 Courses based on identified areas of academic strength:
60524  Extracurricular opportunities such as music, band. athletics.,

scholastic competitions. and clubs: and

6.052.5 Other opportunities to enrich the student’s success.

Address academic deficits and interventions which may include without
lirnitation:

6.053.1 Courses based on identified areas of academic deficit;

6.053.2 Point-in-time remediation, credit recovery, and tutoring:
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6.05.3.3 __Additional learning supports and transitional coursework;
and
60534 Other opportunities to support the student’s success.

6.054 Include college and career planning components based on a review of
information appropriate for the stedent. including without limitation:

6.054.1 College and Career Readiness _Asé;ssment data;

60542 Interest inventories;

6.0543 College and career |:llann1n;;-' tools:

60544 Industry recowmzed credentials or technlcal certlflcatlons

and
6.054.5 Other L:uostsecondar'y preparations.

6.06  An IEP for a student W1th a dlsabllny identified under the IDEA. 20 US.C. §

1400 et seqj.. meets the requirements of this section if the IEP:

6.06.1 Addresses academic deficits and interventions for students not meeting
standards-based academic goals at an expected rate or level; and

6.06.2- Includes a transition plan that addresses college and career planning
components. -

7.00 __Equitable Access to Excellent Educators

7.01

Public school dlstrlcts are responsible for recruiting, hiring. retaining, and

developing effective teachers and leaders by using programs provided by the

Department. including without limitation:

7.01.1 The Teacher Excellence and Support System (TESS) including
professional egrowth plans for teachers:

7.012 The Leader Excellence and Development System (LEADS) including
professional growth plans for leaders:

7.01.3 Educator effectiveness opportunities for professional learning and career
growth:

7.01.4 Resources and technical assistance for district professional development
plans. cultural responsiveness. and equity: and
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7.01.5 Recruitment and retention programs.

Each public school and school district shall ensure that its educators provide

7.03

instruction that aligns with the academic standards established to prepare students
to demonstrate the skills and competencies necessary for successful academic
growth and high school graduation.

7.04

Each public school and school district shall report: L5y

7.03.1 The data required by the Department to idéntif# and evaluate educator
effectiveness. in accordance with Arkansas law. mcludmu without
limitation, professtonal gualifications. tcachlnq assi g,-nmentLS ¥

jrofessional development. and performance ratings dunnu the required
career summative evaluation }ear, i

7.03.1.1 The Denartment WlIl use the data reported to calculate the
rate at which low-tncome and minority students are taught
by educators who are ineffective, inexperienced, or

——

teachini a subject for which they are not currently licensed.

7.03.2 Professional nualifications of educators through Cycle submissions; and

for _each category throush the Teacher Excellence and Support System
(TESS).

7.03.3 The number of teacher and ]eader career summative performance ratings

Public school districts whose data reflect disproportionality under these rules shall

develop and implement strategies for equitable access within the district’s support

plan.

8.00 Levels of Support for Public School Districts

8.01

The Department shall provide differentiated levels of support to all Arkansas

public school districts. The levels of support are cumulative and include:

8.01.1 Level 1 — general support

8.01.2 Tevel 2 — collaborative support

8.01.3 Level 3 — coordinated support

8.01.4 level 4 - directed support

8.01.5 Level 5 —intensive support
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The Department will determine the level of support the Department will provide

8.03

to a public school district through a process of communication and consultation
with the district to identify areas where support is requested or required for school
improvement.

8.02.1 Annually, beginning in the 2018-2019 school vear, the Department shall
review data for all students and defined subgroup populations to determine
the level of support the Department will recommend to address the

district’s needs. including without 11m1tat10n

8.02.1.1 Public schools identified as in need_of targeted or
comprehensive support as defined by the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965_Pub. 1. No. 89-10, as
reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015,
Pub. 1. No. 114 95:

8.02.1.2 __Fidelity of dlstrlct implementation of school-level
improvement plans and district support plans:

8.02.1.3 Public school and district data obtained from the
Department’s comprehensive information systems: and

8.02.14 Fidelity of district i'mplementatio'n of directives from the
Department or State Board.

8.02.2 After a review of data, the Department, in consultation with the
superintendent. school board member(s). or appropriate school district
personnef shall identify the level 0f support appropriate to meet the needs
of the chstnct :

8.02.3 At _agy_time. a district may request specific support from the Department
in addition to the current level of support being provided.

8.024 The Commissioner of Education (“Commissioner”) may, after an initial
determination is made. rejquest Department staff to evaluate a district to
determine if evidence exists that additional support is needed. The
Department may recommend additional support as identified from the
evaluation.

Annuallv. a public school shall encace stakeholders to develop or revise the

school-level improvement plan. Annually by May 1. a public school shall submit
to its public school district, a school-level improvement plan for approval by the
public school district and public school district board of directors for
implementation in the following school vear.
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School-level improvement plans shall follow a continuous cvcle of inguiry
and at a minimum:

8.03.1.1 Establish goals or anticipated outcomes based on an
analysis of students’ needs:

8.03.1.2 Identify student supports and evidence-based interventions
and practices to be implemented: .. :

803.1.3 Describe the professional learning necessary for adults to
deliver the supports or interventions:

8.03.14 Describe the implementation timeline for monitoring of the
interventions and pr'_act'ices for effectiveness; and

803.15 Describe the timeline and procedures for evaluation of the

interventions and practices for effectiveness.

School-level improvement plans shall be };osfed on the public school

8.03.3

district’s website, under state-required information. by Ausust 1 of each
edr.

The public school éﬁd public school district shall continuously monitor

8.03.4

school-level improvemerit plans for implementation fidelity and progress
throughout the vear of implementation.

8033.1 Documentation of the monitoring shall be made available
- to the public school district board of directors.

.School—lével improx}émént, ,plans shall be analvzed, evaluated. and revised

at least annually by the public school including stakeholder engagement
and feedback.

8.034.1 Documentation of the annual review shall be included as
part of the school-level improvement plan for the following

school vear.

Annually by September 1, a public school district receiving level 2 — collaborative

support shall develop a district support plan.

8.04.1

A public school district receiving level 2 — collaborative support shall

submit its district support plan to the Department when requested by the
Commissioner in order for the Department to provide additional support to
the district.
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8.05 Anuually by September 1. a public school district receiving level 3 — coordinated
support, level 4 — directed support. or level 5 — intensive support shall develop a

district support plan utilizing the form reguired by the Department and submit the

plan to the Department for approval.

8.05.1

8.052

8.05.3

8054

_A public school district receiving level 4 — directed support shall work

with the Department to develop its’ district support plan.

A public school district receiving level 5 — ill_ua-nﬁ.iﬁre support shall work

with the Department to develop its’ district S'upg'dft plan, and shall submit
the plan to the State Board for almroval e

A dls‘mct sup&rt plan shall : follow a contl S ¢ _1 l _Q_ “inquiry and at a

8.05.3.1 Specify the support the public school district will provide
to public schools identified pursuant to the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965. Pub. |. No. 89-10. as
reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015,
Pub.1. No. 114-95: i

3.0532 Colléiboratiﬁelv establish priorities reparding poals or

anticipated outcomes with the school or schools. including
feeder schools as applicable:

8.05.3.3 _Identify réééurées to support the established priorities:

8.0534  Describe the time and pace of providing support and
monitoring for the established priorities; and

80535 Describe the measures for anal vzine and evaluatine that the
district support was effective in improving the school

@ the scho
performance.

A public school district’s support plan shall be posted on the public school

district’s website. under state-required information. no later than ten (10
davs after submission to the Department.

8.054.1 ‘The school district shall post on the district’s website. with
the plan. the date the plan i3 approved by the Department or
State Board. if applicable.

80542 Any revision to the approved plan must be submitted to the
Department immediately and posted on the district’s
website in addition to the initial plan. The district shall post
the date the revision is approved.
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8.06 _ The Department will develop a written plan of support for each district receiving

8.07

level 3 — coordinated support, level 4 — directed support. and level 5 — intensive
support. The plan will at a minimum:

8.06.1 Identify the support the Department will provide to the district as

determined through a process of communication and consultation with the
district to identify areas where support is requested. necessary. or required:
and hs

8.06.2 Describe the role of the Department. role of the public school district. and
timeline of implementation.

Classification as in need of level 5 — intensive support:

8.07.1 The Department shall notify in writing any public school district
superintendent and president of the public school district board of
directors of the recommendation to the State Board for classification as in
need of level 5 - intensive support. =@ -

8.07.2 The district shall -hé‘fe the right to appeal to the State Board by filing a

written appeal with jl_le_Office_Of the Comrmissioner via certified mail,
return receipt requested. within tWCIl'I}f (20) calendar days of receipt of the
written notice prior to being classified as a school district in need of level
— 5 intensive support.

8.07.3 The State Board shall hear the appeal of the public school district within

sixty (60) days of receipt of the written appeal in the Commissioner’s
office. - -

8.07.4 The wriﬁéh appeal shall state in clear terms the reason(s) why the public
school district should not be classified as in need of level 5 — intensive

support.

8.07.5 The following procedures shall apply to State Board hearings involving

ublic school districts that appeal the Department’s recommendation to
classify the school district in need of level 5 — intensive support:

8.075.1 Documentation for consideration by the State Board during
the appeal hearing shall be submitted to the Department no
later than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing.

8.0752 All persons wishing to testify before the State Board shall
first be placed under oath by the Chairperson of the State
Board.
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80754
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The Department shall have up to twenty (201 minutes to

present its case to the State Board. including rebuttal. The
Chairperson of the State Board may allow additional time if

NECeSsary .,

The appealing public school district shall have up to twenty

o0
o]
-~
h
|

8.075.6

(20) minutes to present its case to the State Board as to why

the school district should not be cléssified as in need of
level 5 — intensive support. The. Chalmerson of the State
Board may allow addmonal tlme if necessary.

The State Board may |1ose nuestlons to any party at any
time during the hearing. :

The State Board shall then discuss. delif)erate. and vote

8.07.5.7

upon the matter of the classification.

If it deems neceséén', the State Board may take the matter

80753

under advisement and announce its decision at a later date .,
provided that all discussions, deliberations, and votes upon
the matter take place at a public hearing,

The State Board shall issue a written order concerning the

matter.

8.07.6 A public school district c]aésified as in need of level 5 — intensive support

shall receive support upon final determination by the State Board.

8.07.7 A public school district may appeal the State Board’s final decision to the

Pulaski County Circuit Court pursuant to the Arkansas Administrative

Procedure Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-201 et seq.

The Department shall develop a district improvement/exit plan for each district
classified as in need of level 5 — intensive support.

8.08.1 The district improvement/exit plan shall be developed in collaboration

with the governing body of the district including the district leadership
team and local public school board, if applicable. and the Department.

8.08.1.1

The plan shall contain, at a minimum, the following

elements:

808.1.1.1 Identification of each criteria for
improvement:

3081.1.2 Specific expectations for exit criteria;
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8§.08.1.1.3 Specific corrective action steps for each
criterion for improvement;

8.08.1.14 A timeline for the completion of each
corrective action step:

8.08.1.1.5 Specific measurements for review of

progress and monitoring of implementation:
and )

8.08.1.16 A specific timeline for review of progress
and monitoring of implementation.

3.08.1.2 The Department r__ﬁ'av edit. amend, update. or replace the
plan at any time deemed appropriate.

8.08.1.2.1 _The district shall be given notice of the
edited, amended, updated, or replacement

plan criteria,

8.08.2 The Department will provide (juarterly reports to the State Board
regarding progress of the district toward meeting the identified criteria for
exiting level 5 — intensive support. - - -

8.08.3 The State Board shall review the progress of the district toward improving
the issues that caused classification and implementation of the district
improvement/exit plan.

8.08.4 The State Board mav approve that the exit criteria has been met and
remove the district from level 5 — intensive support and place the district
in level 4 — directed support for one (1) vear with monitoring by the
Department and quarterly reporting to the State Board.

8.084.1° Department monitoring criteria shall include the district’s
continued stability and sustainability of previously
identified exit criteria.

8.09 Ifa public é_chool district is classified as in need of level 5 — intensive support. the
State Board mav:

8.09.1 Direct the Commissioner to conduct an analvsis of all school district
systems and make recommendations for action by the State Board: and
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8.09.2 Assume authority of the public school district. with the exception of an
open-enrollment charter school. and take one (1) or more of the following

actions at any time after classification:

8.09.2.1 Remove permanently. reassign, or suspend on a temporary

basis the superintendent of the public school district and:

8.09.2.1.1

8.09.2.1.2

_Appoint an individual in place of the
superintendent of the public school district
to administrativelv operate the public school
district under the supervision and approval
of the Commissiotier;

8.09.2.1.1.1 Authorize the individual to
remove, replace, reassign, or
suspend public school district
sersonnel in hcc_ofdan_cewﬁ
._ ‘state laws: and - :

8.092.1.1.2 = Compensate from public
school district funds the
individual appointed to
operate the public school
district and other individuals
authorized by the
Commissioner;

__Remove permanently or suspend on a

temporary basis some or all of the current
public school district board of directors and
cither;

8.092.12.1 Call for the election of a new
public school district board of
directors, in which case the
public school district shalf
reimburse the county board
of election commissioners for
election costs as otherwise
required by law;

8.09.2.1.2.2 Require the public school
district to operate without a
board of directors under the
supervision of the
superintendent of the public
school district or an
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individual or panel appointed
by the Commissioner; or

8.09.2.1.23 Direct the Comimissioner to
assume some or all authority
of the public school district
board of directors as may be
necessary to operate the
public school district;

Remove on a tempiorary basis some or all of

8.092.14

the powers and duties granted to the current
public school district board of directors
under Ark. Code Ann. §6-13-620 or any
other law but allow the public school district
board of directors to continue to operate
under the direcinn and approval of the
Commissioner.

§.092.1.3.1 The State Board shall define
the powers and duties of the
public school district board of
directors.

8.092.1.3.2 The public school district
board of directors shall act in
an advisory capacity to the
Commissioner regarding all
other powers and duties
maintained by the
Comimissioner.

Require the annexation, consolidation. or

809.2.1.5

reconstitution of the public school district
under § 6-13-1401 et sey. and applicable
rules:

Waive provisions of Title 6 and

corresponding rules with the exception of:

8.092.1.5.1 Special education prosrams:

8.092.1.5.2 Conducting criminal
backeround checks for
emplovees: and
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8.09.2.1.53 Health and safety codes as
established by the State
Board and local
governmental entities:

8.09.2.16 Require reassienment of some or all of the

administrative, instructional , or support staff

of a public school:. ..

809217 Require a pl_lbliC school to institute and fully
implement a student curriculum based on
academic standards; B

8.092.1.8 Require a public school to provide
professional development for teachers and
administrators based on the Department’s
review of educators’ professional growth
plans with the cost to be paid by the public
school district in which the public school is
located;

809219 Remove one (1} or more public schools
from thé jurisdiction of the classified school
district and establish alternative public
governance and supervision of the public

school:
8.09.2.10 Reuquire reorganization, closure, or
dissolution of one (1) or more of the public
schools within the classified district: and
8.09.2.11 Take any other necessary and proper action.

as determined by the State Board that is
allowed by law.

8.09.3 If an open-enrollment public charter school is classified as in need of level
5 — intensive support. request that the charter authorizer review the school’s charter and
determine necessary action.

8.10  Public school district under authority of the State Board of Education.

8.10.1 For a public school district under the authority of the State Board. the

State Board shall review ¢uarterly the proeress of the public school district
toward improving the issues that caused the classification of the public
school district as in need of level 5 — intensive support.
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8.10.2 At any time during the second full school vear following the

assumption of authority or any time thereafter:

3.10.2.1 The State Board may direct the Commissioner to update the

analysis of all schoo] district systems to determine if the
public school district has demonstrated substantial

improvement, as evidenced by progress toward meeting

exit criteria. of the issues that caused the classification of

the public school district as in need of level 5 — intensive

support;
8.10.2.2 The Commissioner may. recommend to the State Board that
the State Board: - o
8.10.22.1  Take additional action coﬁ;:emin g the public
-+ school district under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-
2916: or
810222 Return the public school district to local
S OE control through the appointment or election
of a board of directors; and
8.10.2.3 The State Board may return the public school district to

local control through the appointment or election of a

newly elected board of directors upon the recommendation

of the Commissioner.

810231

8.10232

The State Board may limit the powers and
duties of the public school district board of
directors under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-620
or any other law but allow the public school
district board of directors to operate under
the direction and approval of the
Commissioner.

The State Board shall define the powers and

8.10.2.33

duties of the public school district board of
directors if the State Board limits the powers
and duties under subsection 8.10.2.3.1.

The public school district board of directors

shall act in an advisory capacity to the
Commissioner in recards to all other powers
and duties maintained by the Commissioner.
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8.1024 The State Board may srant additional powers and duties to
the public school district board of directors if the public
school district demonstrates progress toward improving the
issues that caused the classification of the public school
district as in need of level 5 — intensive support.

8.102.5 If the public school district has not demonstrated to the
State Board and the Department that the public school
district meets the criteria to exit level 5 — intensive support
within five (5) years of the assumptlon of authority. the
State Board shall annex., consolldate or reconstitute the
public school district under Ark - Code Ann §6-13-1401 et
seq. and apphcable rules

) A student attending a public school district classiﬁed as in need of level 5 —

intensive support may transfer under the Arkansas Opportunity Public School
Choice Act of 2004, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-227, to another public school district
that is not classified as in need of level 5 — intensive support.

8.11.1 All requirements}'"c.orﬂiditions and nrdﬁsidhs of the Arkansas Opportunity
Public School Choice Act of 2004, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-227, shall
apply to transfers pursuant to this section.

A public school district that fails to comply with requirements placed on the

public school district by the State Board pursuant to these rules is in probationary
violation of the Standards for Accreditation of Arkansas Public Schools and
School Districts and subject to action by the State Board.
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