Agency #005.23

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RULES

GOVERNING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES

Effective CEP

100 AUTHORITY

2.00

1.01

] These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Depgrtmhent of Educatidf_l LAD_E}

1.02

Rules Governingz Professional Learning Communities.

The State Board of Education enacted these rules pursuant to its authority as set

forth in Act 427 of 2017.

DEFINITION

3.00

2.01

“Professional Learning Community” means an ongoing process in which
educators work collaboratively in recurring cycles of collective inLiuirrv and action
research to achieve better results for the students they serve. Professional
learning communitics operate under the assumption that the kev to improved
learning for students is continuous job-embedded learning for educators.

FUNDING AND PURPOSE

4.00

3.01

Additional funding provided for professional development above the amount set

3.02

forth in Ark. Code Ann. & 6-20-2305 (hi(53 A} shall be used bv the ADE for the
development and administration of professional learning communities for the
benefit of public séhool_ districts :

The ADE may partner with or choose a person, firm. corporation. or education

service cooperative to provide the knowledge, skills. experience. and expertise for

the development of a research-based process for the implementation of

professional learning communities.

ELIGIBILITY AND SELECTION PROCESS

4.01 _ Any public school within Arkansas is eligible to apply for this funding.

4.02  Schools will be selected through an application process established by the ADE.
Criteria for selecting schools for this project will include readiness.
appropriateness. commitment, and other relevant factors.

4.03  Schools selected for the Project will receive intensive onsite professional
development services to support the full implementation of Professional Learning
Communities.

4,04

Continued participation in the project is contingent upon meeting the expectations
established in the application process.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 427 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: HZ/.Zf 17
91st General Assembly Bl
Regular Session, 2017 HOUSE BILI 1154

By: Representatives Cozart, Gillam, Eubanks
By: Senator J. English

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT ANY INCREASES IN PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT FUNDING EACH SCHOOL YEAR BE USED FOR
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES .

Subtitle
TO REQUIRE THAT ANY INCREASES IN
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING EACH
SCHOOL YEAR BE USED FOR PROFESSIONAL
LEARNING COMMUNITIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b)(5), concerning professional
development funding, is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as

follows:

{C)i{i) Additional funding provided for professional

development above the amount in subdivision (b}(5)(A) of this section ghall

be used by the Department of Education for the development and administration

of professional learning communities fer the benefit of public school

districts.

(ii){a) The Department of Education shall promuiigate
rules to administer the additional professional development funding under
subdivision (b)(5){C)(1) of this section.

(b) The Department of Fducation may partner

with or choose a person, firm, corporation, or education service cooperative
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As Engrossed: H2/2/17 HB1154

to provide the knowledce, skills, experience, and expertise for the

development of a research-based process for the implementation of

professional learning communities.

/s/Cozart

APPROVED: 03/09/2017
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