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State Capitol, Room 315  Little Rock, AR  72201  (501) 682-1937  Fax (501) 682-1936 

STATE OF ARKANSAS 

BUREAU OF 
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH 

Marty Garrity, Director 

Kevin Anderson, Assistant Director 
  for Fiscal Services 

Tim Carlock, Assistant Director 
    for Information Technology 

Matthew Miller, Assistant Director 
  for Legal Services 

Estella Smith, Assistant Director 
  for Research Services 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members, ALC – Executive Subcommittee 

CC: Marty Garrity, Director, Bureau of Legislative Research; 
Jessica Sutton, Administrator, Administrative Rules Review Section, Legal 
Services Division 

FROM: Lacey Johnson, Legislative Attorney, Administrative Rules Review Section, 
Legal Services Division 

DATE: January 8, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Legal Authorization for the Arkansas Racing Commission’s Emergency 
Promulgation of Rules Relating to Jockey Mount Fees, Entries, Protests, 
Claiming, and the Definition of “Objection” 

The Arkansas Racing Commission exercises “sole jurisdiction over the business and the sport of 
horse racing in this state where the racing is permitted for any stake, purse, or reward[.]”  See 
Ark. Code Ann. § 23-110-204(a).  As part of its duties, the Commission is empowered to grant 
franchises, approve race dates, issue licenses, establish and collect license fees, hear matters 
before the commission, and “[t]ake such other action, not inconsistent with law, as it may deem 
necessary or desirable to supervise and regulate, and to effectively control in the public interest, 
horse racing in the State of Arkansas.”  See Ark. Code Ann. § 23-110-204(a)(1)–(7).   

The Commission has “full, complete, and sole power and authority to . . . promulgate rules.”  See 
Ark. Code Ann. § 23-110-204(b)(1)(E).  It also has the authority to “carry[] out its functions, 
powers, and duties” by making and amending “all necessary or desirable rules not inconsistent 
with law.”  See Ark. Code Ann. § 23-110-204(d). 

Per the agency, the changes related to jockey mount fees have been agreed upon by the Jockeys’ 
Guild and the owners’ association.  


