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August 10, 2017 

Ms. Jillian Thayer 
Legal Counsel to the Director 
State of Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research 
State Capitol Building 
500 Woodlane Street // Room 315 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
 
 
DEAR MS. THAYER: 
Through a variety of support services, including research, drafting legislation and providing sound advice, the 
State of Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR) plays a vital role in the success of members of the 
House of Representatives and Senate.  As the state seeks to potentially reduce $50.5 million in tax collections 
from various sources, state representatives have formed the Tax Reform and Relief Legislative Task Force 
(the Task Force) to review Arkansas’s tax policies with a goal toward reforming the state tax code by the 2019 
regular session.  Throughout this process, BLR and the Task Force need to engage a reputable CPA and 
advisory firm that possesses extensive tax knowledge within the state of Arkansas and its surrounding states 
and a depth of resources to help as you strive to modernize and simplify the Arkansas tax code.  As the 
largest CPA firm in the state with the local resources to assist the Task Force, we believe BKD, LLP is that firm. 

BKD National Governmental Group works with hundreds of governmental clients nationwide.  This industry 
experience and our knowledge of Arkansas and other states’ tax law, as well as our involvement with national 
and state associations, allows us to understand the specific issues BLR and the Task Force may face.  In 
addition to our commitment to providing unmatched client service, BKD can leverage our strong tax 
expertise, including state and local tax, along with flexible schedules and the ability to handle a constantly 
changing workload, to help recommend changes to the Arkansas tax code. 

We believe our proposal will help you select our firm for timely, efficient and objective services delivered by 
experienced professionals.  If we can answer questions about this proposal, you may reach us at 
501.372.1040 or by email as provided below. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kevin G. Horn, CPA, CFA® J. Ernie Skyrme, CPA 
Partner Director 
khorn@bkd.com eskyrme@bkd.com 





 

Our acceptance of this engagement is subject to completion of our normal client acceptance procedures.  Upon 
acceptance, the actual terms of our engagement will be documented in a separate letter to be signed by you and us.  
The information provided in this proposal is intended for informational purposes only and may not be copied, used or 
modified, in whole or in part, without BKD’s prior written approval.  All information in this proposal is as of May 31, 
2016, unless otherwise noted. 

SECTION 1.  GENERAL INFORMATION ...............................................................................................................1 

1.0 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
1.1 ISSUING AGENCY ..................................................................................................................................................................... 1 
1.2 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ............................................................................................................................................................. 2 
1.3 CAUTION TO VENDORS ............................................................................................................................................................ 2 
1.4 RFP FORMAT ........................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
1.5 ALTERATION OF ORIGINAL RFP DOCUMENTS .......................................................................................................................... 3 
1.6 REQUIREMENT OF AMENDMENT ............................................................................................................................................ 3 
1.7 RFP QUESTIONS ....................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
1.8 SEALED PRICES/COST ............................................................................................................................................................... 3 
1.9 PROPRIETARY INFORMATION .................................................................................................................................................. 4 
1.10 DELIVERY OF RESPONSE DOCUMENTS ................................................................................................................................... 4 
1.11 BID EVALUATION ................................................................................................................................................................... 4 
1.12 ORAL &/OR WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS/DEMONSTRATIONS .................................................................................................. 4 
1.13 INTENT TO AWARD ................................................................................................................................................................ 5 
1.14 APPEALS ................................................................................................................................................................................ 5 
1.15 PAST PERFORMANCE ............................................................................................................................................................. 5 
1.16 TYPE OF CONTRACT ............................................................................................................................................................... 5 
1.17 PAYMENT & INVOICE PROVISIONS......................................................................................................................................... 5 
1.18 PRIME CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY ................................................................................................................................... 6 
1.19 DELEGATION &/OR ASSIGNMENT .......................................................................................................................................... 6 
1.20 CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT .................................................................................................................................................. 6 
1.21 STATEMENT OF LIABILITY ...................................................................................................................................................... 6 
1.22 AWARD RESPONSIBILITY ........................................................................................................................................................ 7 
1.23 INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION ................................................................................................................................. 7 
1.24 PUBLICITY .............................................................................................................................................................................. 7 
1.25 CONFIDENTIALITY .................................................................................................................................................................. 7 
1.26 PROPOSAL TENURE ............................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.27 WARRANTIES ......................................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.28 CONTRACT TERMINATION ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.29 VENDOR QUALIFICATIONS ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.30 NEGOTIATIONS ...................................................................................................................................................................... 8 
1.31 LICENSES & PERMITS ............................................................................................................................................................. 9 
1.32 OWNERSHIP OF DATA & MATERIALS ..................................................................................................................................... 9 

SECTION 2.  OVERVIEW ......................................................................................................................................10 

2.0 TAX REFORM and RELIEF ACT OF 2017 OVERVIEW ................................................................................................................ 10 
2.1 OBJECTIVES ........................................................................................................................................................................... 10 

SECTION 3.  TAX REFORM CONSULTING SERVICES .....................................................................................11 

3.0 SCOPE OF WORK/SPECIFICATIONS ......................................................................................................................................... 11 
3.1 TAX REFORM CONSULTING.................................................................................................................................................... 11 
3.2 PROCUREMENT OF GOODS & SERVICES ................................................................................................................................ 12 

SECTION 4.  COST PROPOSAL ..........................................................................................................................13 

4.0 COMPENSATION .................................................................................................................................................................... 13 
4.1 PAYMENT SCHEDULE ............................................................................................................................................................. 13 
4.2 TRAVEL, LODGING & MEALS .................................................................................................................................................. 13 

SECTION 5.  ADDITIONAL VENDOR REQUIREMENTS .....................................................................................14 

5.0 COMPREHENSIVE VENDOR INFORMATION ............................................................................................................................ 14 
5.1 VENDOR PROFILE .................................................................................................................................................................. 14 
5.2 GENERAL INFORMATION ....................................................................................................................................................... 23 
5.3 DISCLOSURE OF LITIGATION .................................................................................................................................................. 24 
5.4 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ........................................................................................................................................................... 25 
5.5 VENDOR’S QUALIFICATIONS .................................................................................................................................................. 26 
5.5.1 BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION........................................................................................................................................... 35 
5.6 SUBCONTRACTOR IDENTIFICATION ....................................................................................................................................... 35 

SECTION 6.  EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR SELECTION ..................................................................................36 

6.0 GENERALLY ............................................................................................................................................................................ 36 
6.1 EVALUATION CRITERIA .......................................................................................................................................................... 36 

APPENDIX .............................................................................................................................................................38 

Request for Proposal ................................................................................................................................................................... 39 
Tax Identification ........................................................................................................................................................................ 40 
DFA Illegal Immigrant Contractor Disclosure Certification ........................................................................................................... 41 
Contract & Grant Disclosure & Certification Form ....................................................................................................................... 42 
Equal Opportunity Policy Statement ........................................................................................................................................... 43 
License ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 45 
Sample Contract .......................................................................................................................................................................... 46 
Sample of Work .......................................................................................................................................................................... 47 
Thoughtware............................................................................................................................................................................... 59 
BKD Firm Profile .......................................................................................................................................................................... 65 
Commitment to Professional Development................................................................................................................................. 66 
BKD PRIDE Values ........................................................................................................................................................................ 67 

 





 

 
1 

For your convenience, BKD, LLP has structured our proposal according to the questions 
in the State of Arkansas Bureau of Legislative Research’s (BLR) Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for the Tax Relief and Reform Legislative Task Force (the Task Force).  We 
believe our proposal will demonstrate our qualifications to serve BLR and the Task 
Force. 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN BKD’S RFP RESPONSE, WHICH IT ASSERTS 
AS CONFIDENTIAL IS EITHER BUSINESS AND/OR PROPRIETARY TRADE 
SECRET INFORMATION NOT SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE AS SET FORTH IN 
THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, IN THIS PROPOSAL, SHALL BE 
REDACTED. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this Request For Proposal (“RFP”) issued by the Bureau of Legislative 
Research (“BLR”) is to invite responses (“Proposals”) from Vendors desiring to provide 
tax reform consulting services for the Tax Relief and Reform Legislative Task Force (the 
“Task Force”).  The Task Force intends to execute one contract as a result of this 
procurement (“the Contract”), if any contract is issued at all, encompassing all of the 
products and services contemplated in this RFP, and Proposals shall be evaluated 
accordingly.  All Vendors must fully acquaint themselves with the Task Force’s needs 
and requirements and obtain all necessary information to develop an appropriate 
solution and to submit responsive and effective Proposals. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.1 ISSUING AGENCY 
This RFP is issued by the BLR for the Task Force.  The BLR is the sole point of contact in 
the state for the selection process.  Vendor questions regarding RFP-related matters 
should be made in writing (via e-mail) through the Director of the BLR’s Legal Counsel, 
Jillian Thayer, thayerj@blr.arkansas.gov.  Questions regarding technical information or 
clarification should be addressed in the same manner. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

SECTION 1.  GENERAL INFORMATION 
  

   

“A huge benefit in working 
with BKD is the accessibility of 
the partners and people at 
the firm.  BKD is willing to 
listen to the client and ask the 
right questions to learn the 
client and the business.” 
 
Patrick Patton 
ADFA - Arkansas Development 

Finance Authority 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
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1.2 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Release RFP July 13, 2017 
Deadline for submission of questions August 3, 2017 
Closing for receipt of proposals and  
opening of proposals 

August 10, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. CDT 

Evaluation of proposals by BLR Between Aug. 10, 2017 and Aug. 24, 2017 
Proposals released to Task Force August 24, 2017 
Selection of Vendors to make Oral Presentations August 31, 2017 meeting of the Task Force 
Oral Presentations/Intent to Award September 7, 2017, meeting of the Task Force 
Approval of draft contract by Task Force Chairs Within 1 week after intent to award 
Approval of draft contract by the Policy Making  
Subcommittee of the Legislative Council 

September 14, 2017 

Approval of contract by Legislative Council September 15, 2017 
Contract Execution/Contract Start Date Upon approval of the Legislative Council  
Preliminary Report Due December 1, 2017 
Final Report Due September 1, 2018 

Proposals are due no later than the date and time listed on Page 1 of the RFP. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.3 CAUTION TO VENDORS 
During the time between the proposal opening and contract award, any contact concerning this RFP will be initiated by 
the issuing office or requesting entity and not the Vendor.  Specifically, the Bureau of Legislative Research will initiate all 
contact. 

Vendors are requested to respond to each numbered paragraph of the RFP. 

Vendors must submit one (1) signed original hard copy of the proposal on or before the date specified on page one of 
this RFP.  In addition, the Vendor should submit, on or before the date specified on page one of this RFP, two (2) 
electronic versions of the proposal (one (1) redacted electronic version and one (1) unredacted electronic version), 
preferably in MS Word/Excel format, on CD, flash drive, or via e-mail.  Do NOT include any pricing from the Official 
Proposal Price Sheet on the copies, including on the CD, flash drive, or in the e-mail.  Pricing from the Official Proposal 
Price Sheet, attached as Attachment A, must be separately sealed and submitted from the proposal response and clearly 
marked as pricing information.  The electronic version of the Official Proposal Price Sheet must also be sealed and 
submitted separately from the electronic version of the proposal and, if submitted via e-mail, the e-mail must clearly 
state that the attachment contains pricing information.  Failure to submit the required number of copies with the 
proposal may be cause for rejection. 

For a proposal to be considered, an official authorized to bind the Vendor to a resultant contract must have signed the 
proposal and the Official Proposal Price Sheet. 

All official documents shall be included as part of the resultant Contract. 

The Task Force reserves the right to award a contract or reject a proposal for any or all line items of a proposal received 
as a result of this RFP, if it is in the best interest of the Task Force to do so.  Proposals will be rejected for one or more 
reasons not limited to the following: 

a.  Failure of the Vendor to submit his or her proposal(s) on or before the deadline established by the issuing office; 
b.  Failure of the Vendor to respond to a requirement for oral/written clarification, presentation, or demonstration; 
c.  Failure to supply Vendor references; 
d.  Failure to sign an Official RFP Document; 
e.  Failure to complete the Official Proposal Price Sheet(s) and include them sealed separately from the rest of the 
proposal; 
f.  Any wording by the Vendor in their response to this RFP, or in subsequent correspondence, which conflicts with or 
takes exception to a requirement in the RFP; or 
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g.  Failure of any proposed services to meet or exceed the specifications. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.4 RFP FORMAT 
Any statement in this document that contains the word “must” or “shall” means that compliance with the intent of the 
statement is mandatory, and failure by the Vendor to satisfy that intent will cause the proposal to be rejected.  It is 
recommended that Vendors respond to each item or paragraph of the RFP in sequence.  Items not needing a specific 
vendor statement may be responded to by concurrence or acknowledgement; a failure to provide a response will be 
interpreted as an affirmative response or agreement to the BLR conditions.  Reference to handbooks or other technical 
materials as part of a response must not constitute the entire response, and Vendor must identify the specific page and 
paragraph being referenced. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.5 ALTERATION OF ORIGINAL RFP DOCUMENTS 
The original written or electronic language of the RFP shall not be changed or altered except by approved written 
addendum issued by the Bureau of Legislative Research.  This does not eliminate a Vendor from taking exception(s) to 
these documents, but it does clarify that the Vendor cannot change the original document’s written or electronic 
language.  If the Vendor wishes to make exception(s) to any of the original language, it must be submitted by the Vendor 
in separate written or electronic language in a manner that clearly explains the exception(s).  If Vendor’s submittal is 
discovered to contain alterations/changes to the original written or electronic documents, the Vendor’s response may be 
declared non-responsive, and the response shall not be considered. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.6 REQUIREMENT OF AMENDMENT 
THIS RFP MAY BE MODIFIED ONLY BY AMENDMENTS WRITTEN AND AUTHORIZED BY THE BUREAU OF LEGISLATIVE 
RESEARCH.  Vendors are cautioned to ensure that they have received or obtained and responded to any and all 
amendments to the RFP prior to submission. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.7 RFP QUESTIONS 
Any questions regarding the contents and requirements of the RFP and the format of responses to the RFP should be 
directed to Jillian Thayer via email only at thayerj@blr.arkansas.gov.  Questions must be submitted by the deadline set 
forth in Section 1.2, Schedule of Events.  Questions submitted by Vendors and answers to questions, as provided by the 
Bureau of Legislative Research, will be made public. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.8 SEALED PRICES/COST 
The Official Proposal Price Sheet submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted separately sealed from the 
proposal response or submitted in a separate e-mail.  Vendors must include all pricing information on the Official 
Proposal Price Sheet and any attachments thereto and must clearly mark said page(s) and e-mail as pricing information.  
The electronic version of the Official Proposal Price Sheet must also be sealed separately from the electronic version of 
the proposal and submitted on CD, flash drive, or in a separate e-mail.  Official Proposal Price Sheets may be reproduced 
as needed.  Vendors may expand items to identify all proposed services and costs.  A separate listing, which must include 
pricing, may be submitted with summary pricing. 

All charges included on the Official Proposal Price Sheet, must be valid for one hundred eighty (180) days following 
proposal opening, and shall be included in the cost evaluation.  The pricing must include all associated costs for the 
service being bid. 
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The BLR will not be obligated to pay any costs not identified on the Official Proposal Price Sheet.  Any cost not identified 
by the Vendor but subsequently incurred in order to achieve successful operation will be borne by the Vendor. 

The total maximum amount of the bid listed on the Official Proposal Price Sheet will be the maximum amount that may 
be paid out under any resulting Contract.  The amount paid by the BLR to the Successful Vendor will be based on billing 
for actual hours worked and documented in the hourly rates set forth in the Official Proposal Price Sheet, as well as 
reimbursements for actual expenses, documented by receipts, up to the maximum contract amount. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.9 PROPRIETARY INFORMATION 
Proposals and documents pertaining to the RFP become the property of the BLR, and after release to the Task Force shall 
be open to public inspection pursuant to the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act, § 25-19-101, et seq.  It is the 
responsibility of the Vendor to identify all proprietary information by providing a redacted copy of the proposal, as 
discussed below, and to seal such information in a separate envelope or e-mail marked as confidential and proprietary. 

The Vendor must submit one (1) complete electronic copy of the proposal from which any proprietary information has 
been removed, i.e., a redacted copy.  The redacted copy should reflect the same pagination as the original, show the 
empty space from which information was redacted, and be submitted on a CD, a flash drive, or in a separate e-mail.  
Except for the redacted information, the electronic copy must be identical to the original hard copy.  The Vendor is 
responsible for ensuring the redacted copy on CD, flash drive, or submitted via e-mail is protected against restoration of 
redacted data. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.10 DELIVERY OF RESPONSE DOCUMENTS 
It is the responsibility of vendors to submit proposals at the place and on or before the date and time set in the RFP 
solicitation documents.  Proposal documents received at the Bureau of Legislative Research Offices after the date and 
time designated for proposal opening are considered late proposals and shall not be considered.  Proposal documents 
that are to be returned may be opened to verify which RFP the submission is for.  Proposals may be submitted via e-mail 
to Jillian Thayer, Legal Counsel to the Director, at thayerj@blr.arkansas.gov. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.11 BID EVALUATION 
The Task Force will evaluate all proposals to ensure all requirements are met.  The Contract will be awarded on the basis 
of the proposal that most thoroughly satisfies the relevant criteria as determined by the Task Force. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.12 ORAL &/OR WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS/DEMONSTRATIONS 
The Task Force will select a small group of Vendors from among the proposals submitted to attend the September 7, 
2017 meeting of the Task Force to answer questions and to make oral and/or written presentations to the Task Force.  All 
presentations are subject to be recorded. 

All expenses of the Vendor associated with attending the September 7, 2017 Task Force meeting will be borne by the 
Vendor. 

The Successful Vendor selected by the Task Force shall attend the September 14, 2017 meeting of the Policy Making 
Subcommittee of the Legislative Council and the September 15, 2017 meeting of the Legislative Council, and actual 
expenses of the Vendor in attending these meetings will be reimbursed under the contract. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 
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1.13 INTENT TO AWARD 
After complete evaluation of the proposal, the intent to award will be announced at the September 7, 2017, meeting of 
the Task Force.  The purpose of the announcement is to establish a specific time in which vendors and agencies are 
aware of the intent to award.  The Task Force reserves the right to waive this policy, The Intent to Award, when it is in 
the best interest of the state. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.14 APPEALS 
A Vendor who is aggrieved in connection with the award of a contract may protest to the Executive Subcommittee of the 
Legislative Council.  The protest shall be submitted in writing within five (5) calendar days after the intent to award is 
announced.  After reasonable notice to the protestor involved and reasonable opportunity for the protestor to respond 
to the protest issues cited by the Executive Subcommittee, the Arkansas Legislative Council, or the Joint Budget 
Committee if the Arkansas General Assembly is in session, shall promptly issue a decision in writing that states the 
reasons for the action taken.  The Arkansas Legislative Council’s or the Joint Budget Committee’s decision is final and 
conclusive.  In the event of a timely protest, the Bureau of Legislative Research shall not proceed further with the 
solicitation or with the award of the contract unless the co-chairs of the Arkansas Legislative Council or the Joint Budget 
Committee make a written determination that the award of the contract without delay is necessary to protect 
substantial interests of the state. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.15 PAST PERFORMANCE 
A Vendor’s past performance may be used in the evaluation of any offer made in response to this solicitation.  The past 
performance should not be greater than three (3) years old and must be supported by written documentation submitted 
to the Bureau of Legislative Research with the Vendor’s RFP response.  Documentation shall be in the form of a report, 
memo, file, or any other appropriate authenticated notation of performance to the vendor files. 

Please see the Appendix for a copy of a consulting contract between BKD Corporate Finance, LLC (a subsidiary of 
BKD, LLP) and the Arkansas Department of Health from 2015–2016, in which BKD Corporate Finance, LLC assisted 
the Arkansas Department of Health in the brokering, marketing and transitioning of ADH In Home Services to the 
private sector. 

1.16 TYPE OF CONTRACT 
This will be a term contract commencing on the date of execution of the Contract and terminating on December 31, 
2018, with an option for one (1) renewal of up to six (6) months.  The BLR will have the option to renegotiate at time of 
renewal. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.17 PAYMENT & INVOICE PROVISIONS 
All invoices shall be delivered to the BLR and must show an itemized list of charges.  The Invoice, Invoice Remit, and 
Summary must be delivered via email to Jillian Thayer, Legal Counsel to the Director, at thayerj@blr.arkansas.gov. 

The BLR shall have no responsibility whatsoever for the payment of any federal, state, or local taxes that become 
payable by the Successful Vendor or its subcontractors, agents, officers, or employees.  The Successful Vendor shall pay 
and discharge all such taxes when due. 

Payment will be made in accordance with applicable State of Arkansas accounting procedures upon acceptance by the 
BLR.  The BLR may not be invoiced in advance of delivery and acceptance of any services.  Payment will be made only 
after the Successful Vendor has successfully satisfied the BLR as to the reliability and effectiveness of the services as a 
whole.  Purchase Order Number and/or Contract Number should be referenced on each invoice. 
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The Successful Vendor shall be required to maintain all pertinent financial and accounting records and evidence 
pertaining to the Contract in accordance with generally accepted principles of accounting and other procedures specified 
by the BLR.  Access will be granted to state or federal government entities or any of their duly authorized representatives 
upon request. 

Financial and accounting records shall be made available, upon request, to the BLR’s designee(s) at any time during the 
contract period and any extension thereof and for five (5) years from expiration date and final payment on the Contract 
or extension thereof. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.18 PRIME CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY 
The Successful Vendor will be required to assume prime contractor responsibility for the Contract and will be the sole 
point of contact. 

The Task Force reserves the right to interview the key personnel assigned by the Successful Vendor to this project and to 
recommend or require reassignment of personnel deemed unsatisfactory by the Task Force. 

The Task Force reserves the right to approve subcontractors for this project and require primary contractors to replace 
subcontractors that are found to be unacceptable. 

If any part of the work is to be subcontracted, the Vendor must disclose the same information for the subcontractor as 
for itself.  Responses to this RFP must include a list of subcontractors, including firm name and address, contact person, 
complete description of work to be subcontracted, and descriptive information concerning subcontractor’s business 
organization. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.19 DELEGATION &/OR ASSIGNMENT 
The Vendor shall not assign the Contract in whole or in part or any payment arising therefrom without the prior written 
consent of the BLR, as approved by the Task Force.  The Vendor shall not delegate any duties under the Contract to a 
subcontractor unless the BLR, as approved by the Task Force, has given written consent to the delegation. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.20 CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT 
The Successful Vendor shall at all times observe and comply with federal and state laws, local laws, ordinances, orders, 
and regulations existing at the time of or enacted subsequent to the execution of the Contract which in any manner 
affect the completion of the work.  The Successful Vendor shall indemnify and save harmless the BLR, the Task Force, the 
Arkansas General Assembly, and the State of Arkansas and all of their officers, representatives, agents, and employees 
against any claim or liability arising from or based upon the violation of any such law, ordinance, regulation, order, or 
decree by an employee, representative, or subcontractor of the Successful Vendor. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.21 STATEMENT OF LIABILITY 
The BLR and the Task Force will demonstrate reasonable care but shall not be liable in the event of loss, destruction, or 
theft of contractor-owned technical literature to be delivered or to be used in the installation of deliverables.  The 
Vendor is required to retain total liability for technical literature until the deliverables have been accepted by the 
authorized BLR official.  At no time will the BLR or the Task Force be responsible for or accept liability for any  
Vendor-owned items. 
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The Successful Vendor shall indemnify and hold harmless the Task Force and its members, the BLR and its officers, 
directors, agents, retailers, and employees, and the State of Arkansas from and against any and all suits, damages, 
expenses, losses, liabilities, claims of any kind, costs or expenses of any nature or kind, including, with limitation, court 
costs, attorneys’ fees, and other damages, arising out of, in connection with, or resulting from the development, 
possession, license, modification, disclosure, or use of any copyrighted or non-copyrighted materials, trademark, service 
mark, secure process, invention, process or idea (whether patented or not), trade secret, confidential information, 
article, or appliance furnished or used by a vendor in the performance of the Contract. 

The resulting Contract shall be governed by the laws of the State of Arkansas, without regard for Arkansas’ conflict of law 
principles.  Any claims against the Bureau of Legislative Research, the Task Force, or the Arkansas General Assembly, 
whether arising in tort or in contract, shall be brought before the Arkansas State Claims Commission as provided by 
Arkansas law, and shall be governed accordingly.  Nothing in this RFP or the resulting contract shall be construed as a 
waiver of sovereign immunity. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.22 AWARD RESPONSIBILITY 
The BLR will be responsible for award and administration of any resulting contract(s). 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statement above. 

1.23 INDEPENDENT PRICE DETERMINATION 
By submission of this proposal, the Vendor certifies, and in the case of a joint proposal, each party thereto certifies as to 
its own organization, that in connection with this proposal: 

The prices in the proposal have been arrived at independently, without collusion, and that no prior information 
concerning these prices has been received from or given to a competitive company; and 

If there is sufficient evidence of collusion to warrant consideration of this proposal by the Office of the Attorney General, 
all Vendors shall understand that this paragraph may be used as a basis for litigation. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.24 PUBLICITY 
News release(s), media interviews, or other publicity by a Vendor pertaining to this RFP or any portion of the project 
shall not be made without prior written approval of the BLR, as authorized by the Task Force chairs.  Failure to comply 
with this requirement is deemed to be a valid reason for disqualification of the Vendor’s proposal. 

The Successful Vendor agrees not to use the BLR’s, the Task Force’s, or the Arkansas General Assembly’s names, 
trademarks, service marks, logos, images, or any data arising or resulting from this RFP or the Contract as part of any 
commercial advertising or proposal without the express prior written consent of the BLR and the Task Force in each 
instance. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.25 CONFIDENTIALITY 
The Successful Vendor shall be bound to confidentiality of any confidential information that its employees may become 
aware of during the course of performance of contracted services.  Consistent and/or uncorrected breaches of 
confidentiality may constitute grounds for cancellation of the Contract. 

The Successful Vendor shall represent and warrant that its performance under the Contract will not infringe any patent, 
copyright, trademark, service mark, or other intellectual property rights of any other person or entity and that it will not 
constitute the unauthorized use or disclosure of any trade secret of any other person or entity. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 
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1.26 PROPOSAL TENURE 
All Proposals shall remain valid for one hundred eighty (180) calendar days from the Proposal due date referenced on 
Page 1 of the RFP. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statement above. 

1.27 WARRANTIES 
The Successful Vendor shall warrant that it currently is, and will at all times remain, lawfully organized and constituted 
under all federal, state, and local law, ordinances, and other authorities of its domicile and that it currently is, and will at 
all times remain, in full compliance with all legal requirements of its domicile and the State of Arkansas. 

The Successful Vendor shall warrant and agree that all services provided pursuant to this RFP and the Contract have been 
and shall be prepared or done in a workman-like manner consistent with the highest standards of the industry in which 
the services are normally performed.  The Successful Vendor further represents and warrants that all computer programs 
implemented for performance under the Contract shall meet the performance standards required thereunder and shall 
correctly and accurately perform their intended functions. 

The Successful Vendor shall warrant that it is qualified to do business in the State of Arkansas and shall file appropriate 
tax returns as provided by the laws of this State. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.28 CONTRACT TERMINATION 
Subsequent to award and execution of the Contract, either party may terminate the Contract by providing ten (10) days 
prior written notice. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.29 VENDOR QUALIFICATIONS 
The Successful Vendor must, upon request of the Task Force, furnish satisfactory evidence of its ability to furnish 
products or services in accordance with the terms and conditions of this proposal.  The Task Force reserves the right to 
make the final determination as to the Vendor’s ability to provide the services requested herein. 

The Vendor must demonstrate that it possesses the capabilities and qualifications described in Sections 3 and 5, 
including without limitation the following: 

Be capable of providing the services required by the Task Force; 
Be authorized to do business in this State; and 
Complete the Official Proposal Price Sheet in Attachment A. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.30 NEGOTIATIONS 
As provided in this RFP, discussions may be conducted by the BLR with a responsible Vendor who submits proposals 
determined to be reasonably susceptible of being selected for award for the purpose of obtaining clarification of 
proposal responses and negotiation for best and final offers. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 
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1.31 LICENSES & PERMITS 
During the term of the Contract, the Vendor shall be responsible for obtaining, and maintaining in good standing, all 
licenses (including professional licenses, if any), permits, inspections, and related fees for each or any such licenses, 
permits, and/or inspections required by the state, county, city, or other government entity or unit to accomplish the 
work specified in this solicitation and the contract. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

1.32 OWNERSHIP OF DATA & MATERIALS 
All data, material, and documentation prepared for the Task Force pursuant to the Contract shall belong exclusively to 
the BLR, for the use of the Task Force and other committees of the Arkansas General Assembly, as authorized by the Task 
Force. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 
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2.0 TAX REFORM AND RELIEF ACT OF 2017 
OVERVIEW 
The Tax Reform and Relief Act of 2017 (the “Act”), enacted by the 91st General 
Assembly of the State of Arkansas, created the Tax Reform and Relief Legislative Task 
Force in order to “examine and identify areas of potential reform within the tax laws of 
the State of Arkansas and to recommend legislation.” 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

2.1 OBJECTIVES 
It is the objective of the Task Force, by entering into a Contract for consultant services, 
to provide to the members of the Arkansas General Assembly detailed and accurate 
information concerning the current state of tax laws and their impact in the State of 
Arkansas, as well as recommendations for legislative changes in order to: 

Modernize and simplify the Arkansas tax code; 
Make the Arkansas tax laws competitive with other states in order to attract businesses 
to the State; 
Create jobs within the State; and 
Ensure fairness to all individuals and entities impacted by the tax laws of the State of 
Arkansas. 

The Vendor shall provide this information in a timely manner to the Task Force in order 
to assist the Task Force in compiling its preliminary report due December 1, 2017 and a 
final report due September 1, 2018.  This information will allow the Task Force to 
adequately assess the needs in the state in order achieve the requirements of the Act. 

This Request for Proposal is designed to obtain a Contract to provide tax reform 
consulting services to the Task Force.  All responses to this RFP shall reflect the overall 
goals and objectives stated herein.  The Vendor shall bill the BLR on an hourly basis for 
the services provided. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

SECTION 2.  OVERVIEW 
  

   

“The BKD team really took the 
time to understand the City’s 
problems from the viewpoint 
of our customers, worked 
with our own personnel, and 
developed practical and 
thoughtful solutions that are 
addressing some of our most 
pressing needs.  It’s clear that 
they really understand 
operations.  We really 
couldn’t have asked for a 
better relationship and I am 
excited about the results we 
are seeing.” 
 
Tim Keane 
Commissioner 
Department of Planning and 

Community Development 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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3.0 SCOPE OF WORK/SPECIFICATIONS 
It will be the responsibility of the Vendor to provide the Task Force and, ultimately, the members of the Arkansas 
General Assembly with accurate and detailed reports, including information set forth in Section 2, above. 

In addition to preparation of a final report, the Successful Vendor will provide: 

Monthly status updates on the project, which will require monthly attendance at meetings of the Task Force to answer 
questions regarding the status updates; 
Answers to research requests or data inquiries by members of the Task Force, as authorized by the Task Force  
Co-chairs; and 
Assistance with draft legislation based on recommendations adopted by the Task Force. 

The Successful Vendor will also need to be available to attend other meetings of the Task Force and other legislative 
committees, as requested and authorized by the Task Force Co-Chairs. 

In the event that services in addition to those described in this Section 3.0 Scope of Work/Specifications are required 
during the term of the Contract, the Co-chairs of the Arkansas Legislative Council shall have the power to approve the 
additional services and an additional fee for those services in an amount not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the Vendor’s 
total maximum amount of the bid as submitted in the Official Proposal Price Sheet and agreed upon in the Contract, 
upon recommendation of the Task Force. 

The Vendor may find it necessary and prudent to pull data from existing studies recently undertaken by other 
consultants or state agencies.  In the event that the Vendor utilizes any information from other reports or studies, the 
Vendor shall first verify the methodology employed in compiling the data in the reports and the accuracy of the data 
therein. Documentation of this verification process shall be provided in the reports of the Vendor to the Task Force. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

3.1 TAX REFORM CONSULTING 
The tax reform consulting services provided by the Successful Vendor pursuant to this Request for Proposal must address 
the stated specifications and requirements.  These services will be provided to the Task Force. 

As requested by the Task Force, the Vendor must attend various meetings of the Task Force and other legislative 
committees of the Arkansas General Assembly.  Hourly compensation will be paid for meeting times in addition to 
reimbursement of actual travel expenses.  The Vendor shall explain any anticipated limitations in its ability to attend 
meetings of the Task Force in its response to this RFP. 

All projects shall be paid pursuant to the fee schedule, as stated in the Official Proposal Price Sheet and any attachments 
thereto.  The Vendor shall submit itemized invoices to the BLR, which will pay the invoices on a monthly basis. 

The Task Force does not grant the Vendor exclusive rights to all tax reform consulting services contemplated under this 
RFP.  In the event the Task Force decides that the acquisition of these services by another Vendor is in the Task Force’s 
best interest, the Task Force reserves the right to contract and purchase tax reform consulting services from a different 
source outside of the contract resulting from this RFP, and the Task Force’s action to procure services outside of the 
Contract does not infringe upon, nor terminate, the contract resulting from this Request For Proposal. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 3.  TAX REFORM CONSULTING SERVICES   
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3.2 PROCUREMENT OF GOODS & SERVICES 
If the Vendor anticipates the need to procure additional goods or services in order to provide the tax reform consulting 
services requested in this RFP, the Vendor must identify the goods and/or services that may be procured, the reason the 
procurement is necessary, the name of the vendor from whom the goods or services are to be procured, and the 
anticipated cost of the goods and/or services to be procured. 

A Vendor does not need to restate each item listed in this Section 3.2 but will be bound by all applicable specifications.  
Information relating to these matters should be incorporated into the Proposal.  A Vendor must provide in detail any 
limitations in meeting the requirements stated in Section 3. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 
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4.0 COMPENSATION 
Compensation for tax reform consulting services shall be paid based upon the work performed as specified in this RFP.  
The budget is subject to approval by the Task Force.  A Vendor seeking consideration shall submit a compensation 
proposal as required below for tax reform consulting services as provided throughout the RFP. 

The fee schedule, as set forth on the Official Proposal Price Sheet, will cover the time spent in the completion of the 
requested task or project, as well as other administrative costs (including, but not limited to, secretarial, bookkeeping, 
budget preparation, monitoring and auditing services, etc.)  The fee schedule will cover any and all travel expenses 
anticipated in relation to conducting the work required under this RFP and resulting Contract.  The fee schedule will 
cover the time expended inclusive of all overhead or any other costs associated with the particular individuals who may 
be performing the services. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above.  Please see the separately sealed Official Proposal Price 
Sheet for our proposed fees. 

4.1 PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
The BLR shall pay the Vendor based on the hours expended for approved projects on a monthly basis or as otherwise 
may be agreed to in writing by the parties.  The BLR may request and the Vendor shall provide timesheets or other 
documentation as may be directed by the BLR prior to the payment for any services rendered.  Failure to provide 
appropriate and satisfactory documentation will be sufficient grounds to withhold payment for the disputed amount, but 
other nondisputed amounts must be paid in a timely manner. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

4.2 TRAVEL, LODGING & MEALS 
The Successful Vendor may submit invoices and receive reimbursement for travel expenses allowed by law related to 
attending meetings of the Task Force and other legislative committees of the Arkansas General Assembly.  
Reimbursement of travel expenses will be included in the total maximum contract amount. 

Estimates of expenses as allowed by law for travel related to field work required by the Contract and this RFP should be 
included by the Vendor in the fee schedule, as required by Section 4.0. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

SECTION 4.  COST PROPOSAL 
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5.0 COMPREHENSIVE VENDOR INFORMATION 
All proposals should be complete and carefully worded and should convey all of the information requested by the Task 
Force.  If significant errors are found in the Vendor’s proposal, or if the proposal fails to conform to the essential 
requirements of the RFP, the Task Force will be the sole judge as to whether that variance is significant enough to reject 
the proposal.  Proposals should be prepared simply and economically, providing a straightforward, concise description of 
the Vendor’s capabilities to satisfy the requirements of the RFP.  Emphasis should be on completeness and clarity of the 
content.  Proposals that include either modifications to any of the contractual requirements of the RFP or a Vendor’s 
standard terms and conditions may be deemed non-responsive and therefore not considered for award. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

5.1 VENDOR PROFILE 
In addition to information requested in other sections of the RFP, the Vendor shall submit the following: 

Business Name 

BKD, LLP  

Business Address 

BKD, LLP  
400 West Capitol Avenue // Suite 2500 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Alternate Business Address 

BKD, LLP  
National Office 
910 East St. Louis Street // Suite 400 
Springfield, MO 65806 

Primary Contact Name, Title, Telephone, Fax, and E-mail Address 

Kevin G. Horn, CPA, CFA® 
Partner 
Telephone:  501.372.1040 
Fax:  501.372.1250 
khorn@bkd.com 

How many years this company has been in this type of business 

BKD has been in business for more than 90 years. 

Proof that the Vendor is qualified to do business in the State of Arkansas 

BKD is properly licensed to practice public accounting in the state of Arkansas.  All key professionals who would be 
assigned to your engagement are properly registered/licensed to practice or able to practice in the state due to mobility 
laws, without the requirement to obtain an individual license. 

Please see the Appendix for a copy of our Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy license. 

SECTION 5.  ADDITIONAL VENDOR REQUIREMENTS   
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A disclosure of the Vendor’s name and address and, as applicable, the names and addresses of the following:  If the 
Vendor is a corporation, the officers, directors, and each stockholder of more than a ten percent (10%) interest in the 
corporation.  However, in the case of owners of equity securities of a publicly traded corporation, only the names and 
addresses of those known to the corporation to own beneficially five percent (5%) or more of the securities need be 
disclosed; if the Vendor is a trust, the trustee and all persons entitled to receive income or benefits from the trust; if the 
Vendor is an association, the members, officers, and directors; and if the Vendor is a partnership or joint venture, all of 
the general partners, limited partners, or joint venturers 

 VENDOR’S NAME & ADDRESS 
BKD, LLP  
400 West Capitol Avenue // Suite 2500 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

 PARTNERS & PRINCIPALS 
BKD is a limited liability partnership under Missouri law.  BKD’s partners and principals include: 

BLOOMINGTON 
475 North College Avenue 
Bloomington, IN 47404 

Partners/Principals 
 Dennis K. McGuire, CPA 

 Isabel P-D Santner, CPA 

 Mary A. Horn, CPA 

BOWLING GREEN 
360 East 8th Avenue // Suite 201 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 

Partners/Principals 
 Ann M. Puckett, CPA 

 Brandon L. Shirley, CPA 

 Cara L. Benningfield, CPA 

 Matthew S. Coffey, CPA 

CHICAGO 
1901 South Meyers Road // Suite 500 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181 

Partners/Principals 
 Andrew D. Klemens, CPA 

 David M. Kot, CPA, CFE 

 David R. Siehoff, CPA, CFE 

 Jeffrey T. Conrad, CPA, JD 

 Jody A. Gauthier, CPA 

 Joel R. Dziedzic, CPA, CIT 

 Keith A. Friedlein, CPA 

 Kenneth M. Bishop, CPA 

 Kristine D. Marsh, CPA 

 Michael C. Senko, CPA 

 Philip C. Czajkowski, CPA 

 Russell L. Romanelli, CPA 

 Scott C. Termine, CPA 

 Thomas B. Murtagh, CPA 

 Timothy D. Johnson, CPA 

 Timothy M. Hughes, CPA 

 Vito G. Loisi, CPA, CIT 

CINCINNATI 
312 Walnut Street // Suite 3000 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

Partners/Principals 
 Anthony M. Perazzo, CPA 

 Brian J. Mischel, CPA 

 Cary D. Hines, CPA 

 Christopher M. Linck, CPA 

 J. Scott Golan, CPA 

 James E. Creeden, CPA 

 Scott R. Bezjak, CPA, CGMA® 

COLORADO SPRINGS 
111 South Tejon Street // Suite 800 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
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Partners/Principals 
 Christopher J. Telli, CPA, CIA® 

 David S. Mason, CPA 

 Ryan S. Reiff, CPA, CHFP®, FHFMA 

 Tad A. Goodenbour, CPA 

 Tammy J. Rivera, CPA 

DALLAS 
14241 Dallas Parkway // Suite 1100 
Dallas, TX 75254 

Partners/Principals 
 Barry Adamson, CPA 

 Brian D. Matlock, CPA 

 Connie Benton Cagle, CPA 

 Dale C. Johnston, CPA 

 David M. Coleman, CPA 

 J. Christopher Clark, CPA 

 Kevin Kemp, CPA 

 Michelle M. Brekken, CPA 

 Shaun D. McLean, CPA 

 Timothy A. Jackson, CPA 

 Tom W. Watson, CPA, FHFMA 

DECATUR 
225 North Water Street // Suite 400 
Decatur, IL 62523 

Partners/Principals 
 Gary G. Genenbacher, CPA 

 Kraig A. Ritter, CPA 

 Robert M. Swartz, CPA 

DENVER 
1801 California Street // Suite 2900 
Denver, CO 80202 

Partners/Principals 
 Ann M. King White, CPA 

 C. Travis Webb, CPA 

 Carol A. Lewis, CPA, ABV 

 Joseph S. Nelson, CPA 

 Robert D. MaCoy, CPA 

 Tammie R. D. Lowrie, CPA 

 Travis S. Hudson, CPA 

DES MOINES 
Highland Building 
4201 Westown Parkway // Suite 124 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 

Partners/Principals 
 Cheryl A. Clauson, CPA* 

 Jeffrey R. Naig, CPA* 

 Jonathan D. Harris, CPA 

 Joseph L. Gerot, CPA* 

 Marty J. Fredericks, CPA* 

 Marvin W. Debner, CPA 

 Paul M. Koster, CPA* 

 Todd E. Thorson, CPA* 

ENID 
Triangle Business Center 
205 West Maple Avenue // Suite 200 
Enid, OK 73701 

Partner/Principal 
 Jon P. Redelsperger, CPA 

ERIE 
2402 West 8th Street 
Erie, PA 16505 

Partners/Principals 
 Jeffrey E. Beach, CPA, CVA 

 Vincent F. Halupczynski, CPA 

 William G. Finnecy, CPA, CVA 

EVANSVILLE 
400 Cross Pointe Boulevard 
Evansville, IN 47715 

Partners/Principals 
 David S. Freeman, CPA, CMA® 

 Grant G. Glackman, CPA, CFP® 

 Jay A. Hargis, CPA 

 Joseph D. Meyer, CPA 
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 Keith M. Messmer, CPA 

 Robert A. Wedding, CPA 

 Trisha M. Neidig, CPA 

FORT SMITH 
5000 Rogers Avenue // Suite 700 
Fort Smith, AR 72903 

Partner/Principal 
 Donald DeSoto, CPA 

FORT WAYNE 
200 East Main Street // Suite 700 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Partners/Principals 
 Adam W. Smith, CPA 

 Jeremy D. Carnahan, CPA 

 John D. Schlagenhauf, CPA 

 Joyce A. Dulworth, CPA 

 Mark E. Blessing, CPA, FHFMA 

 Matthew P. Stout, CPA 

 Randy A. Biernat, CPA, ABV 

 Wallace P. Wetherill, CPA 

HOUSTON 
2800 Post Oak Boulevard // Suite 3200 
Houston, TX 77056 

Partners/Principals 
 Bradley R. Monahan, CPA 

 Deborah S. Scanlon, CPA 

 George S. Storey, CPA 

 Gordon J. Dobner, CPA 

 Gregory E. Usry, CPA 

 Gregory S. Sissel, CPA 

 John W. Steffes, CPA 

 Jon A. Unroe, CPA 

 Kimberly K. McKay, CPA 

 L. Toug Plilar, CPA 

 M. Paige Gerich, CPA 

 Scott L. Fields, CPA 

 Sherri W. Greenwood, CPA 

 Trent E. Parten, CPA 

INDIANAPOLIS 
201 North Illinois Street // Suite 700 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Partners/Principals 
 Andrew A. Rinzel, CPA 

 Bryan J. Wright, CPA 

 Craig D. Kuechenberg, CPA 

 David L. Leising, CPA 

 Douglas E. Born, CPA 

 Gregory D. Rexing, CPA 

 Holly M. Pantzer, CPA 

 James S. Laudick, CPA 

 Jason A. Myers, CPA 

 John E. Bourquard 

 John E. Curry, CPA 

 Joseph P. Vande Bosche, CPA 

 Julie R. Hipsky, CPA 

 Justin D. McNabb, CPA 

 Kevin E. Pahud, CPA 

 M. Steven Moore, CPA 

 Marvin D. Brown, CPA 

 Michael A. Ososki, CPA, CFIRS™ 

 Pamala D. Renninger, CPA 

 Richard T. Wittgren, CPA 

 Robert J. Pruitt, CPA 

 Robert J. Wagner II, CPA 

 Robert W. Brandenburg, CPA, FHFMA 

 Scott C. Dowling, CPA 

 Shaun P. Duffin, CPA, ABV, ASA, CMA®, CFM 

 Steven H. Martin, CPA 

 Thomas J. Miller, CPA 

 Troy J. Gilstorf, CPA 

 William C. Metzger, CPA, CFP® 
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JACKSON 
190 East Capitol Street // Suite 500 
Jackson, MS 39201 

Partners/Principals 
 Donna W. Bruce, CPA 

 Jerry M. Goolsby, CPA 

 Jon C. Turner, CPA 

 Lance M. Davis, CPA 

 Olivia B. Host, CPA 

 Peder R. Johnson, CPA 

 Timothy J. Adler, CPA 

 Timothy T. Burns, CPA 

 Trey W. Turnage III, CPA 

JOPLIN 
3230 Hammons Boulevard // Suite A 
Joplin, MO 64804 

Partners/Principals 
 Derek L. Smith, CPA 

 Michael R. Gray, CPA, CPIM 

 Troy E. Hill, CPA 

KANSAS CITY 
1201 Walnut Street // Suite 1700 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

Partners/Principals 
 Abraham J. Cole, CPA 

 Adam B. Zieren, CPA 

 Angela M. Miratsky, CPA, CHFP®, FHFMA 

 Barry L. Davis, CPA 

 Brian T. Mall, CPA 

 Chad E. Gassen, CPA 

 Eric M. DeCoursey, CPA 

 Jim P. Still, CPA 

 John M. Kmetz, CPA 

 Joseph E. Roos, CPA, CFE 

 Joseph M. Watt, CPA 

 Joseph R. Herting, CPA 

 Kevin E. Cook, CPA 

 Kevin E. Morey, CPA 

 Lyle S. Alexander, CPA 

 Mark A. Wilkerson, CPA 

 Michael J. Engle, CPA 

 Rachel R. Dwiggins, CPA 

 Randy D. Oberdiek, CPA 

 Rick L. Klahsen, CPA 

 Robert T. Johnson, CPA 

 Scott J. Brouillette 

 Steven L. Toomey, CIMA® 

 Sue Brammer, CPA, CHFP®, FHFMA 

 T. Teal Dakan, CPA 

 Timothy T. Wilson, CPA, CCIFP® 

 Todd J. Kenney, CPA 

 Tondeé L. Lutterman, CPA 

 William E. Rasmussen, CPA 

LINCOLN 
1248 O Street // Suite 1040 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

Partners/Principals 
 Amy A. Johnson, CPA 

 Bruce L. Meister, CPA 

 Chris J. Lindner, CPA, CGFM® 

 James M. Anderson, CPA 

 Jason W. Bombeck, CPA 

 Randy F. Throener, CPA 

LITTLE ROCK 
400 West Capitol Avenue // Suite 2500 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Partners/Principals 
 Andrew M. Richards, CPA 

 Christopher J. Doolittle, CPA 

 Cindy H. Boyle, CPA, CIA®, CITP, CISA® 

 Derek R. Pierce, CPA, FHFMA 

 Drew Speed, CPA 

 Gary A. Edwards, CPA 
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 J. Scotty White, CPA 

 Jaye L. Waynick, CPA 

 Keith Conine, CPA 

 Kevin G. Horn, CPA, CFP®, CFA® 

 Preston G. “Tracy” Young III, CPA 

 Shawn R. Grotte, CPA 

 Steven D. Warren, CPA 

 Susan M. Miller, CPA, FHFMA 

 W. Ryan Underwood, CPA, CFSA® 

LOUISVILLE 
600 North Hurstbourne Parkway // Suite 350 
Louisville, KY 40222 

Partners/Principals 
 Benjamin D. Howard, CPA 

 Christopher J. Kramer, CPA 

 David C. Kottak, CPA 

 David E. Tate, CPA 

 Jerry T. Henderson, CPA 

 Mary E. McKinley, CPA 

 Melissa M. Pozniak, CPA 

MADISON* 
8517 Excelsior Drive // Suite 301 
Madison, WI 53717 

Partners/Principals 
 Anthony J. Balistreri, CPA 

 David A. Weber, CPA 

 Matthew P. Macdonald, CPA 

NASHVILLE 
Two American Center 
3102 West End Avenue // Suite 1050 
Nashville, TN 37203 

Partners/Principals 
 James P. Regnier, CPA 

 Matthew P. Smith, CPA, CVA, CHFP® 

NATIONAL OFFICE 
910 East St. Louis Street // Suite 400 
Springfield, MO 65806 

Partners/Principals 
 Bryan B. Bodnar, CPA 

 Eric L. Hansen, CPA 

 Georgia L. Salinas, CPA 

 Jesse L. Palmer, CPA 

 L. Douglas Bennett, CPA 

 Michael G. Wolfe, CPA 

 Peter J. Kern, CPA 

 Theodore D. Dickman, CPA 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Two Leadership Square South Tower 
211 North Robinson Avenue // Suite 600 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

Partners/Principals 
 Brian D. West, CPA 

 Chad M. Moore, CPA 

 Douglas Van Meter, CPA 

 Kim W. Shoemake, CPA 

 Todd J. Lisle, CPA, ABV, CIA® 

 Todd J. Pefferman, CPA 

OMAHA 
1120 South 101st Street // Suite 410 
Omaha, NE 68124 

Partners/Principals 
 Chris M. Van Long, CPA 

 Justin A. Roberts, CPA 

 Robyn A. Devore, CPA 

 Timothy J. Wilson, CPA 

PITTSBURGH 
375 North Shore Drive // Suite 501 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

Partners/Principals 
 David G. Bluemling, CPA, CVA 

 Jeffrey T. Deane, CPA 

 Stephen H. Heilman, CPA 
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ROGERS 
809 South 52nd Street // Suite A 
Rogers, AR 72758 

Partner/Principal 
 J. Mark Lundy, CPA 

SAINT LOUIS 
One Metropolitan Square 
211 North Broadway // Suite 600 
St. Louis, MO 63102 

Partners/Principals 
 Anthony M. Spratte, CPA 

 Christopher Dalton, CPA 

 Danielle N. Solomon, CPA 

 Donna M. Doerhoff, CPA, CFE 

 Eugene A. Morgenthaler Jr., CPA 

 Francis X. Godfrey, CPA 

 Frederick H. Markwell, CPA 

 Frederick K. Helfrich, CPA 

 John M. Mather, CPA 

 Kurt B. Berry, CPA 

 Leslie D. Wilson, CPA 

 Robert E. Purdy, CPA, CTFA 

 Thomas F. Wheeland, CPA 

 Wendy J. Henry, CPA 

 William D. James 

SAN ANTONIO 
10001 Reunion Place // Suite 400 
San Antonio, TX 78216 

Partners/Principals 
 David R. Vasquez, CPA 

 J. Randy Vogel, CPA 

 John R. Bruce, CPA 

 Jon M. McDowell, CPA 

 Nancy E. Ozuna, CPA 

 Patricia Quintana-Perron, CPA, CFP® 

 S. Todd Burchett, CPA, ABV, ASA, CFF, CFE 

 William M. Fisher, CPA 

SPRINGFIELD 
910 East St. Louis Street // Suite 200 
Springfield, MO 65806 

Partners/Principals 
 Andrew M. Williams, CPA 

 Angela R. Morelock, CPA, ABV, CFE, CFF 

 Bradley K. Brotherton, CPA 

 Brian D. Todd, CPA 

 Brian P. Hickman, CPA 

 Camille B. Lockhart, CPA 

 David C. Fields, CPA, CMA®, CFM 

 David S. Taylor, CPA 

 Eddie C. Marmouget, CPA 

 Gary V. Garwitz, CPA 

 Gary W. Schafer II, CPA, CMA® 

 Jack E. Thurman, CIMA® 

 Jason L. Rader, CPA 

 Jean M. Nyberg, CPA 

 Jeffrey A. Layman, CFA® 

 Jeffrey E. Allen, CPA 

 John E. Wanamaker, CPA 

 Kimberly S. Hamm, CPA, CGFM® 

 Kyle G. Hesemann, CPA 

 L. Jamison McDonald, CPA 

 Mark P. Sharp, CPA 

 Mary Anne Pipkin, CPA 

 Michael W. Burlew, CPA 

 Scott W. Gold, CPA 

 Stephanie C. Weis, CPA 

TULSA 
Two Warren Place 
6120 South Yale Avenue // Suite 1400 
Tulsa, OK 74136 

Partners/Principals 
 Christopher J. Murphy, CPA 

 Jeffrey M. Ronsse, CPA 

 Kevin D. Gore, CPA 
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 Steve K. Holden, CPA 

 T. Carley Williams, CPA 

WACO 
7901 Woodway Drive // Suite 100 
Waco, TX 76712 

Partner/Principal 
 Deborah R. Whitley, CPA 

 Michael L. Oatman, CPA, ABV 

WICHITA 
1551 North Waterfront Parkway // Suite 300 
Wichita, KS 67206 

Partners/Principals 
 Anthony D. Kruse, CPA 

 Gregory B. Sevier, CPA 

 Jason J. Barb, CPA, CHFP®, FHFMA 

 John B. Goss, CPA 

 Matthew R. List, CPA 

 Steven L. Webb, CPA 

 William A. Pickert, CPA 
*As of December 31, 2016 

Note:  Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. owns the CFP® marks in the U.S., which it awards to 
individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements. 

A disclosure of all the states and jurisdictions in which the Vendor does business and the nature of the business for each 
state or jurisdiction 

BKD is properly licensed to practice public accounting in the following states; however, BKD serves clients in all  
50 states: 

Alaska 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Vermont  
Virgin Islands 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

A disclosure of all the states and jurisdictions in which the Vendor has contracts to supply tax reform consulting services 
and the nature of the goods or services involved for each state or jurisdiction 

We are not providing tax reform consulting services to any states or jurisdictions at this time; however, BKD provides 
tax services to clients in all 50 states.  In addition to our preparation and filing of tax forms, our advisors provide a 
variety of services, including: 

 State and local tax consulting and compliance 

 Nexus studies 

 Multistate tax planning 

 Strategic tax planning 

 Business structuring consulting 

 Tax accounting outsourcing 
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 Tax credits and incentives 

 Income and franchise tax planning 

 Payroll tax compliance 

A disclosure of the details of any finding or plea, conviction, or adjudication of guilt in a state or federal court of the 
Vendor for any felony or any other criminal offense other than a traffic violation committed by the persons identified as 
management, supervisory, or key personnel 

With operations spanning more than 90 years, we are not aware of and do not believe that any partner, officer or key 
employee of BKD has ever been charged with and/or convicted of a criminal offense. 

As part of our hiring policy, BKD employees have been subject to appropriate background checks through a third-party 
vendor, Barada Associates, Inc.  Each investigation is carefully reviewed and evaluated in the context of the position, 
the nature of the issues, and identified and relevant laws.  Upon request, background checks may be confirmed for the 
individuals assigned to this engagement. 

A disclosure of the details of any bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or corporate or individual purchase or takeover 
of another corporation, including without limitation bonded indebtedness, and any pending litigation of the Vendor 

BKD has never declared bankruptcy, suffered insolvency or bonded indebtedness, or undergone a corporate or 
individual takeover by another corporation. 

BKD’s emphasis on quality has rewarded the firm with an excellent track record regarding claims related to 
professional services.  Underwriters of professional liability insurance for accounting firms have informed us that we 
have one of the best litigation histories in the accounting profession.  To avoid litigation, BKD maintains an extensive 
risk management program addressing a multitude of issues ranging from client acceptance to final working paper and 
financial statement review.  However, as with any firm our size, the firm does experience litigation from time to time.  
Details of litigation cannot be disclosed pursuant to confidentiality agreements; however the results of litigation have 
never been material to the firm.  Currently, there is no substantial litigation outstanding. 

A disclosure of any conflicts of interest on the part of the Vendor or its personnel that will be working on this project, 
especially regarding financial interests that would be impacted depending on the recommendations ultimately made by 
the Task Force. 

BKD has not had a professional relationship with BLR or the Task Force.  No relationship exists that would constitute 
a conflict of interest relative to performing the proposed services. 

Additional disclosures and information that the Task Force may determine to be appropriate for the procurement 
involved. 

Please see section 5.2 General Information on the following page for additional information. 
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5.2 GENERAL INFORMATION 
Vendor shall submit any additional information for consideration such as specialized services, staffs available, or other 
pertinent information the Vendor may wish to include. 

 WHY CHOOSE BKD 

DELIVERING VALUE 
It is important to monitor expenditures and receive exceptional value for your investments.  However, informed 
consumers understand value is about more than just price.  Value from a professional CPA and advisory firm is about 
the quality of the work and the merit of the advice.  Expect BKD’s work to be accurate and insightful.  We stand 
behind it.   

As evidenced by our inclusion in the INSIDE Public Accounting Best of the Best Firms list for 
the last six years, we also offer long-term consistency, exceptional performance and a national 
network of support and resources.  BKD is large enough to help the Task Force address a variety of 
financial issues.  At the same time, we pride ourselves on hard work and low overhead, which keep 
our fees competitive.  With our reputation, size, service and experience, you can consider us a good 
value.  

NATIONAL & LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL EXPERTISE 
Professionals in BKD’s Arkansas offices provide services to multiple state and city agencies, their component units and 
other local governmental units, including airports, public employee pension plans, public libraries, transit and port 
authorities and utilities.  Services to the not-for-profit and governmental industry constitute a large portion of our 
Arkansas and firmwide practice.  We understand and have experience with Arkansas and other state laws and 
regulations to which our governmental clients must adhere.   

BKD’S STATE & LOCAL TAX PLANNING EXPERTISE 
BKD can use our state and local tax (SALT) team to assist the Task Force with its objectives for real tax savings for the 
businesses and individuals of the state of Arkansas.  Our dedicated SALT practice is the choice of several Fortune 500 
companies and thousands of organizations of many sizes. 

Our team of SALT professionals has extensive experience in providing multistate SALT services and has expertise in 
structuring, compliance, audit, economic development benefits and multistate tax law. 

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP 
BKD advisors are serious about reinforcing and strengthening their positions as thought leaders in the industries they 
serve.  To assist taxpayers with staying informed about emerging issues in your industry, as well as changes in 
regulations and accounting and tax methods, we provide BKD Thoughtware® webinars, seminars and articles.  Many 
of these are eligible for continuing professional education (CPE) credit.  Topics include: 

 Missouri Reverses Course on Delivery Charges 

 Closed for Business:  Kansas Ends Major Exemption of Certain Pass-Through & Other Income 

 What You Need to Know About Illinois Tax Law Changes 

 Louisiana Increasing Revenue Through Sales & Use Tax Legislation 

 Tennessee Enacts Significant Income & Franchise Tax Changes 
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UNMATCHED CLIENT SERVICE 
You want trusted advisors who will deliver exceptional client service, focus on your 
needs and take the time to address your unique challenges.  BKD understands.  We 
take our commitment so seriously, we penned five standards of unmatched client 
service and supporting guidelines in The BKD Experience:  Unmatched Client 
Service, a book that articulates the firm’s philosophy and sets expectations for serving 
clients.  Our five standards are: 

Integrity First 
We work hard to do what is right for you.  You can rely on us to tell you what you 
need to hear. 

True Expertise 
From BKD, you can expect trained, capable staff and a high level of supervision by 
partners and experienced personnel. 

Professional Demeanor 
You can depend on prepared and attentive advisors to help meet your needs and 
provide new ideas. 

Responsive Reliability 
Accurate and thorough work combined with timely delivery is what you require.   
At BKD, we do not want it any other way. 

Principled Innovation 
We want you to succeed.  For BLR and the Task Force, that means looking for new 
ideas to help reduce taxes for businesses and individuals in Arkansas. 

5.3 DISCLOSURE OF LITIGATION 
A Vendor must include in its Proposal a complete disclosure of any civil or criminal 
litigation or indictment involving such Vendor.  A Vendor must also disclose any civil or 
criminal litigation or indictment involving any of its joint ventures, strategic partners, 
prime contractor team members, and subcontractors.  This disclosure requirement is a 
continuing obligation, and any litigation commenced after a Vendor has submitted a 
Proposal under this RFP must be disclosed to the BLR in writing within five (5) days after 
the litigation is commenced. 

BKD’s emphasis on quality has rewarded the firm with an excellent track record 
regarding claims related to professional services.  Underwriters of professional liability 
insurance for accounting firms have informed us that we have one of the best litigation 
histories in the accounting profession.  To avoid litigation, BKD maintains an 
extensive risk management program addressing a multitude of issues ranging from 
client acceptance to final working paper and financial statement review.  However, as 
with any firm our size, the firm does experience litigation from time to time.  Details of 
litigation cannot be disclosed pursuant to confidentiality agreements; however, the 
results of litigation have never been material to the firm.  Currently, there is no 
substantial litigation outstanding.  
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5.4 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
A Vendor must provide a summary overview and an implementation plan for the entire project being proposed.  The 
intent of this requirement is to provide the Task Force with a concise but functional summary of the discussion of each 
phase of the Vendor’s plan in the order of progression.  While the Task Force expects a Vendor to provide full details in 
each of the sections in other areas of the RFP relating to its plan, the Executive Summary will provide a “map” for the 
Task Force to use while reviewing the Proposal. 

Each area summarized must be listed in chronological order, beginning with the date of Contract execution, to provide a 
clear indication of the flow and duration of the project.  A Vendor may use graphics, charts, preprinted reports, or other 
enhancements as a part of this section to support the chronology or add to the presentation.  Any such materials must 
be included in the original and each copy of the Proposal. 

 STATE INCOME TAX CONSULTING SERVICES 
BKD prepares thousands of state income and franchise tax returns each year, including hundreds of Arkansas income 
tax and sales and use tax returns in our local offices.  We also help our clients comply with state tax laws and 
strategically plan for their tax liability, as well as provide other specialty tax services.  Our goal is to know the state tax 
laws and help keep our clients compliant.   

Tax laws, court decisions and regulatory guidance change rapidly.  At BKD, our tax professionals continually work to 
keep up with these changes.  We develop strategies to help clients take advantage of the benefits within the tax law and 
can use our professional judgment and experience to advise our clients. 

Our SALT professionals participate in state committees and industry-specific groups to help provide practical working 
knowledge of tax laws or pending legislation and the resulting impact on taxpayers.  Our participation often provides 
guidance and comparative insight on what other states are doing from a state and local tax standpoint. 

PHASE 1:  PLANNING  
Upon execution of the engagement letter, we will be available to begin the project as soon as possible.  As we want to 
work closely with the Task Force to meet your objectives for the engagement, BKD would like to have a kickoff 
meeting with the Task Force to discuss your vision of the project.  We will review current tax laws and this vision with 
our team and outline an efficient and effective approach with the team to best use our time and experience.  We will 
have the resources in place to focus on various aspects of the project.  Our team consists of local advisors, as well as 
firmwide tax thought leaders, including SALT specialists.  We will work from our local office or a location the Task 
Force chooses. 

PHASE 2:  RESEARCH/INFORMATION GATHERING  
BKD already has an in-depth knowledge of current Arkansas and other states’ tax laws.  We will use this knowledge, 
experience and data inquiries to assist the Task Force with its objectives.  During this phase, we will develop and 
document areas that we believe will assist the Task Force in meeting its objectives.   

BKD will be present at monthly Task Force meetings to provide status updates, including answering questions and 
discussing further work requested by the Task Force.  We also will be available to attend other legislative committees 
of the Arkansas General Assembly. 

PHASE 3:  PRELIMINARY REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS DELIVERY  
A cornerstone of the quality of our tax consulting projects is the use of a tax theory reviewer before the issuance of any 
reports.  Another member of our tax consulting team will review the preliminary findings and report before submission 
to the Task Force.  Our commitment to a smooth engagement also includes the timely delivery of our report.  We will 
adhere to the preliminary report due date noted in the RFP.  We anticipate the preliminary report to include, but not be 
limited to, current Arkansas tax law, the value of the current system and tax savings ideas for the future. 
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PHASE 4:  INTERIM PERIOD BETWEEN PRELIMINARY & FINAL REPORT 
We expect the Task Force and other legislative committees to review the preliminary report and have several follow-up 
questions and research assignments for us.  We will be available to attend required meetings to ultimately assist the 
Task Force with your objectives.  We will revise our preliminary report, as necessary, as more research and questions 
are answered from this process. 

PHASE 5:  FINAL REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS DELIVERY 
As the project comes to an end, we will continue to provide unmatched client service to the Task Force and finalize the 
report by the final report deadline noted in the RFP. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 
Beyond our consulting services, we provide a variety of tax planning and compliance services.  Our tax professionals 
have expertise in areas such as: 

 Federal, state and local tax services for individuals and businesses 

 Tax credit studies 

 Tax accounting methods analysis 

5.5 VENDOR’S QUALIFICATIONS 
A Vendor shall provide resumes or short biographies and qualifications of all management, supervisory, and key 
personnel to be involved in performing the services contemplated under this RFP.  The resumes shall present the 
personnel in sufficient detail to provide the Task Force with evidence that the personnel involved can perform the work 
specified in the RFP.   

The most critical factor in providing high-quality service is choosing your engagement team.  We take team selection 
seriously and have the appropriate team of advisors to meet your needs.  

Kevin G. Horn, CPA, CFA® 
Partner 

Kevin has more than 20 years of experience providing tax services to a wide variety of industries, 
including manufacturing and distribution companies, health care providers and others.  He has 
experience with many tax matters, including accounting method changes, mergers and 
acquisitions, executive compensation, multistate taxation, audit representation and accounting 
income tax accruals. 

In addition, he regularly provides tax and personal financial planning advice* to executives of a 
number of Fortune 500 companies and other high-net-worth individuals.  He has worked with 

numerous executives throughout the United States on issues such as executive compensation, insurance, investments 
and tax planning. 

Kevin’s professional affiliations include membership in the American Institute of CPAs, Arkansas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and CFA Institute.  He also holds designations as a Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA®). 

He is a 1993 graduate of University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, with a B.S.B.A. degree in finance, and University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock with a M.S. degree in taxation. 

*Services provided are incidental to his practice as a CPA.  All investment advisory services are provided separately 
by BKD Wealth Advisors, LLC, a U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission registered investment advisor.   
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Robert T. Johnson Jr. 
Partner 

Bob is a member of BKD’s State & Local Tax (SALT) Services division with more than 21 years 
of experience with sales, use, income, franchise, excise and property taxes as well as credits and 
incentives.  He focuses on managing large refund studies, analyzing nexus issues, determining 
taxability decisions, identifying and securing credits and incentives, negotiating voluntary 
disclosure agreements, handling state tax audits, developing tax savings ideas, structuring 
transactions to help reduce tax, evaluating current compliance strategies and guidelines and 
assisting in implementing and testing new sales and use tax systems. 

He is experienced in providing multistate sales and use tax consulting for a variety of industries, including agriculture, 
construction, manufacturing, oil and gas, telecommunications, transportation and retail.  He also has worked with and 
identified tax savings for multistate and multinational SEC, Fortune 500 and large closely held companies and has 
experience with value-added and Canadian taxes. 

Bob is a graduate of Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, with a B.S. degree in accounting. 

Bryan C. Neuendorf, CPA 
Managing Director 

Bryan has more than 25 years of experience providing state and local tax (SALT) services.  He 
focuses on the management of SALT disputes, reviewing corporate state tax positions, 
implementing compliance systems, developing proactive strategies to reduce overall SALT costs 
and buy- and sell-side due diligence for clients.  In addition, Bryan’s tax experience includes 
corporate licensing, income and franchise, sales and use, excise, employment and withholding 
and real estate and personal property taxes. 

Before joining BKD, he was a partner and SALT practice leader at a national accounting firm, 
senior tax manager at a railroad company and an auditor with the Kansas Department of Revenue. 

Bryan is a member of the American Institute of CPAs, State of Kansas Chamber of Commerce tax committee and Heart 
of America Tax Institute.  He also has written articles for Midwest Contractor, Modern Builder and Kansas City 
Business Journal. 

He is a 1983 graduate of University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, with a B.A. degree in accounting, and a 1992 
graduate of Villanova University, Pennsylvania, with an M.T. degree. 

J. Ernie Skyrme, CPA 
Director 

Ernie has more than 14 years of experience providing tax and audit services to governmental 
entities, not-for-profit organizations, financial institutions, small businesses and individuals.  He 
is responsible for proactive tax planning and reviewing tax returns to assist clients in meeting 
governmental reporting or other regulatory financial disclosure requirements.  He has experience 
with various tax matters, including accounting method changes, multistate taxation, audit 
representation and accounting income tax accruals.  He also has been the in-charge on numerous 
audit engagements. 

He is a member of the American Institute of CPAs and Arkansas Society of Certified Public Accountants.  He also 
serves as a member of the Arkansas State University Accounting Advisory Board and on the professional advisory 
council at the Economics Arkansas Foundation. 

Ernie is a 2001 graduate of Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, with a B.S. degree in accounting, and a 2003 
graduate of University of Arkansas at Little Rock with an M.B.A. degree. 
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A Vendor shall provide a brief history of its company, to include the name and location of the company and any 
parent/subsidiary affiliation with other entities.   

 FIRM HISTORY 
On January 2, 1923, five years after World War I, three enterprising CPAs—Baird, Kurtz and Dobson—opened offices 
in Kansas City and Joplin, Missouri, with $1,700 in the bank.  Since then, BKD has expanded to 35 offices* in  
16 states* and is one of the largest CPA and advisory firms in the United States, serving clients in all 50 states and 
internationally.  In 2008, BKD announced a firmwide restructuring into four regions and appointed five national 
industry partners.  This expansion and restructuring has allowed BKD to better meet the needs of our clients in each 
region and/or industry.   

We look forward to expanding upon our rich heritage and continuing to meet our clients’ needs through our PRIDE 
values of passion, respect, integrity, discipline and excellence. 

*As of December 31, 2016 

 OFFICE LOCATIONS 

ARKANSAS 
Fort Smith 
Little Rock 
Rogers 

COLORADO 
Colorado Springs 
Denver 

ILLINOIS 
Chicago 
Decatur 

INDIANA 
Bloomington 
Evansville 
Fort Wayne 
Indianapolis 

IOWA 
Des Moines 

KANSAS 
Wichita 

KENTUCKY 
Bowling Green 
Louisville 

MISSISSIPPI 
Jackson 

MISSOURI 
Branson 
Joplin 
Kansas City 
Springfield  
St. Louis 

NEBRASKA 
Lincoln 
Omaha 

OHIO 
Cincinnati 

OKLAHOMA 
Enid 
Oklahoma City 
Tulsa 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Erie 
Pittsburgh 

TENNESSEE 
Nashville 

TEXAS 
Dallas 
Houston 
San Antonio 
Waco 

WISCONSIN* 
Madison 

*As of December 31, 2016 

 SUBSIDIARIES 
BKD Corporate Finance, LLC provides merger and acquisition, sales, management buyout, employee stock 
ownership plan (ESOP), recapitalization and financing services.  Member Financial Industry Regulatory Authority 
(FINRA) and Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC). 

BKD Foundation is our 501(c)(3) not-for-profit foundation that enriches BKD’s local communities with financial 
support and our commitment of time. 

BKD Wealth Advisors, LLC is an investment advisory firm registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
providing the wealth management solutions of personal wealth planning, investment management and estate planning. 
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If a Vendor is utilizing the services of a subcontractor(s) for any of the service components listed, the Vendor shall include 
in its proposal response a brief history of the subcontractor’s company to include the information requested herein. 

We do not anticipate employing any other firm, affiliate or association member in completing the work for BLR. 

A Vendor shall provide: 

A brief professional history, including the number of years of experience in tax reform consulting or related experience 
and any professional affiliations and trade affiliations. 

 EXPERIENCE 
As a top-tier firm that has been in business more than 90 years, we will develop a deep understanding of your 
organization, your needs and what it takes to help improve your performance.  BKD and our subsidiaries offer clients a 
variety of services in accounting, audit and assurance, tax, risk management, technology, forensics and valuation, 
corporate finance and wealth management.  We combine the insight and ideas of multiple disciplines to provide 
solutions to a wide range of industries, including government, not-for-profit, higher education, manufacturing, 
distribution, real estate, construction, financial services and health care.  We have provided tax services since our 
inception. 

 AFFILIATIONS 
BKD’s firm and other professional affiliations include: 

International Solutions – BKD is one of the largest U.S. members of Praxity, AISBL*, a global alliance of independent 
firms.  We offer multinational clients a gateway to the global marketplace with services delivered by alliance firms that 
are committed to the highest standards required in international business. 

Professional Affiliations – As a member of the American Institute of CPAs (AICPA), BKD also is a member of its 
PCPS (Private Companies Practice Section) Firm Practice Center, and its three quality centers:  Center for Audit 
Quality, Governmental Audit Quality Center and Employee Benefit Plan Audit Quality Center.  BKD also is registered 
with the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB), which is required to serve as an independent auditor 
of public companies. 
*Praxity, AISBL, is a global alliance of independent firms.  Organised as an international not-for-profit entity under Belgium law, Praxity has its executive 
office in Epsom.  Praxity – Global Alliance Limited is a not-for-profit company registered in England and Wales, limited by guarantee, and has its 
registered office in England.  As an Alliance, Praxity does not practice the profession of public accountancy or provide audit, tax, consulting or other 
professional services of any type to third parties.  The Alliance does not constitute a joint venture, partnership or network between participating firms.  
Because the Alliance firms are independent, Praxity does not guarantee the services or the quality of services provided by participating firms. 

A listing of current accounts and the longevity of those accounts. 

BKD has approximately 29, 220 clients and listing all of them would be too voluminous to include.  Thus the longevity 
can vary, but many of our clients have been with us for multiple decades. 
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An organizational chart highlighting the names/positions that will be involved in the contract, including the individual 
who will be primarily responsible for managing the account on a day-to-day basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An outline of the Vendor’s or employees’ experience in tax reform assessment, research, and reporting. 

BKD provides tax compliance and consulting services to clients in all 50 states.  Our exposure to the various states’ tax 
laws provides us with the knowledge necessary to assist the Task Force and its objectives.  We have assembled a 
qualified team to assist with developing ideas and recommendations for tax reform and will schedule them on the 
project according to their individual expertise.  Our employees’ experience varies by years of service and technical 
expertise.  Specific examples of our compliance and consulting services include: 

 State and local income tax consulting and compliance 

 Nexus studies 

 Multistate tax planning 

 Strategic tax planning 

 Business structuring consulting 

 Tax credits and incentives 

 State and use tax exemptions 

 Property tax compliance and planning 

Bryan C. Neuendorf, CPA 
Managing Director 

SALT Managing Director 

Robert T. Johnson Jr. 
Partner 

SALT Partner 

Kevin G. Horn, CPA, CFA® 
Partner 

Lead Engagement Partner 

Jayme C. Holt, CPA 
Senior Associate II 

Engagement Senior Associate II 

Megan A, McClain, CPA 
Senior Associate II 

Engagement Senior Associate II 

J. Ernie Skyrme, CPA 
Director 

Engagement Director 

Jonathan L. “Jay” Wallace, CPA 
Manager 

Engagement Manager 

Mollie E. Long, CPA 
Senior Associate II 

Engagement Senior Associate II 
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A full explanation of staffing, functions, and methodology to be used in areas of tax reform assessment and account 
management, identifying specifically the personnel that will be assigned to the account.  All such personnel are subject 
to Task Force approval.  Describe any staff functions that are considered unique to the account. 

 JOB DESCRIPTIONS 
Responsibilities for partners, directors, managers and associates include the following: 

ASSOCIATE 
 Works with clients in a variety of industries 

 Contributes to larger consulting engagements 

 Prepares individual returns or assists with corporate, partnership, trust and estate returns 

MANAGER 
 Plans and manages tax compliance or consulting engagements 

 Discusses issues with client management and conducts research  

 Supervises associates 

 Oversees research, handles reviews and assists in tax engagements 

DIRECTOR 
 Manages engagements 

 Provides technical expertise and support 

 Schedules and supervises associates 

PARTNER 
 Responsible for providing the best possible service 

 Provides technical expertise and support 

 Administers engagements 

 STAFF CONTINUITY 
Continuity of staff assigned to engagements is one of our primary goals.  Whenever possible, we keep a consistent 
client service team working for you.  This helps reduce the learning curve and saves you the time, frustration and 
disruption of dealing with new advisors unfamiliar with your organization.  Past experience is a primary determinant 
for assigning professionals to your engagement, and we assign individuals who are experienced in working with state 
and tax compliance and research.  Though it is impossible for any firm to know the future career paths of its 
professionals, many BKD clients have been served by substantially the same BKD engagement team for years. 

A detailed description of the plan for assisting the Task Force in meeting its goals and objectives, including how the 
requirements will be met and what assurances of efficiency and success the proposed approach will provide. 

In working with organizations similar to BLR and the Task Force, we have developed an efficient approach that avoids 
wasted effort.  We plan our work to leverage our existing research to help control costs, reduce unnecessary disruptions 
and meet deadlines. 

The Task Force plays a major role in timely completion of the engagement.  The periodic meetings with the Task Force 
and other legislative committees will serve as not only a status update meeting but will drive further research and 
recommendations.  
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PHASE 1:  PLANNING  
On the contract execution date, we will be available to begin the project as soon as possible.  We will have our partners, 
directors, managers and associates ready to assign to the project.  We envision a kickoff meeting with the Task Force to 
discuss its vision of the project would be beneficial to our team and the Task Force.  It will allow the Task Force and 
BKD to learn more about one another and improve the focus of the project.   

We will revisit current tax laws and vision of the project with our team in various meetings at the beginning of the 
project.  We will outline an efficient and effective approach with the team to best use our time and various experience 
levels.  We envision each person being assigned a specific research project focusing on a specific segment of tax 
initially.  We will work from our local office or a location the Task Force chooses.  

PHASE 2:  RESEARCH/INFORMATION GATHERING  
BKD will be able to leverage our existing in-depth knowledge of current Arkansas and surrounding states’ tax laws.  
Our SALT experts will be able to brainstorm tax savings ideas that have been successful in other states.  We will 
research these further as we dive deeper into specific statutes of Arkansas and other states’ tax law.  We will use our 
existing knowledge, additional research and data inquiries to assist the Task Force with its objectives.  We also will be 
mindful of special requests from the Task Force or other legislative committees, such as researching a potential tax cut 
in a department of the state.  During this phase, we will develop and document areas that we believe will assist the Task 
Force in meeting its objectives.   

BKD will be present at monthly Task Force meetings to provide status updates, including answering questions and 
discussing further work requested by the Task Force.  We also will be available to attend other legislative committees 
of the Arkansas General Assembly. 

PHASE 3:  PRELIMINARY REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS DELIVERY  
We will develop a preliminary report that will first be reviewed by our quality control team.  Our commitment to a 
smooth engagement also includes the timely delivery of our report.  We will adhere to the preliminary report due date 
noted in the RFP.  We anticipate the preliminary report to include, but not be limited to, current Arkansas tax law, the 
value of the current system and tax savings ideas for the future.  Our dedicated team will be available to discuss the 
preliminary report at the Task Force’s request. 

PHASE 4:  INTERIM PERIOD BETWEEN PRELIMINARY & FINAL REPORT 
We expect the Task Force and other legislative committees to review the preliminary report and have several follow-up 
questions and research assignments for us.  We will be available to attend required meetings to ultimately assist the 
Task Force with its objectives.  We will revise our preliminary report as necessary as more research and questions are 
answered from this process.  While we expect regularly scheduled meetings to occur during this time, we also will be 
respectful of the Task Force’s time during the upcoming fiscal session in early 2018.   

PHASE 5:  FINAL REPORT & COMMUNICATIONS DELIVERY  
After we wrap up final revisions of the report, we will adhere to the final report due date noted in the RFP.  Our 
dedicated team will be available to discuss the preliminary report at the Task Force’s request.  BKD’s goal is to present 
the Task Force with several tax reductions ideas to take to the 2019 regular session and meet its goals and objectives. 

An indication of how soon after the contract award the personnel named would be available and indicate any possible 
scheduling conflicts that might exist during the period of the contract.  Any other limitations on the availability to 
perform under this RFP or to attend meetings must be fully explained. 

We expect to be available immediately after the contract award and foresee no scheduling conflicts.  We will have the 
resources to allow the project to progress as expected and ultimately meet the schedule of events date. 
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An indication of the timeframe the Vendor would require to assist the Task Force in meeting its goals and objectives. 

BKD is prepared to meet the deadlines outlined in your RFP. 

Phase Estimated Completion Date 

  
Planning September 29, 2017 
Research/Information Gathering October 27, 2017 
Preliminary Report & Communications Delivery December 1, 2017 
Interim Period Between Preliminary & Final Report June 29, 2018 
Final Report & Communication Delivery August 31, 2018 
    

A detailed, narrative statement listing the three (3) most recent, comparable contracts (including contact information) 
that the Vendor has performed and the general history and experience of its organization. 

Our clients are our best ambassadors, and we encourage you to contact them about their satisfaction with our services.  
The following clients have consented to discussing BKD’s services and service delivery with you at your convenience. 

Three recent, comparable contracts include the following entities: 

Russell Stover Chocolates, LLC 
Ms. Jennifer Isleib 
Controller 
816.855.2507 
jennifer.isleib@rstover.com 
Kansas City, MO 

City of Little Rock, AR 
Ms. Debbie Carreiro, CPA 
Internal Audit Manager 
501.371.4777 
dcarreiro@littlerock.gov 
Little Rock, AR 

DeWitt & Associates, Inc. 
Mr. Kevin Wagner 
President/Chief Financial Officer 
417.881.4820 
kwagner@dewitt-associates.com 
Springfield, MO 

Russell Stover Chocolates, LLC makes chocolate, candy and confections.  BKD has performed state, local, property 
and other tax consulting for the company. 

City of Little Rock, Arkansas is a municipality.  BKD has recently performed a consulting project to assist with tax 
compliance and eligible tax credits. 

DeWitt & Associates, Inc. is a general contractor that provides construction services in multiple states.  BKD recently 
provided assistance to help them be confident they were in compliance on various tax issues. 
At least two (2) samples of the Vendor’s work on comparable projects. 

BKD’s professionals participate on both governmental and non-governmental committees and industry groups in 
various states.  Recently, BKD assisted with legislation to clarify taxability of freight for sales and use tax purposes, 
participated in a working group of the economic impact on taxpayers for legislation change for a local earnings tax, 
participated as a committee member to study the impact of state legislation recently introduced for taxation of  
pass-through income for income tax purposes and frequently assists governmental economic departments to complete 
economic studies to assist in attracting new taxpayers to the state.  Please see the Appendix for two samples of our 
work on comparable projects. 

 

 

 

 

REDACTED 
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At least three (3) references from entities that have recent (within the last three (3) years) contract experience with the 
Vendor and are able to attest to the Vendor’s work experience and qualifications relevant to this RFP. 

The following clients have consented to discussing BKD’s services and service delivery with you at your convenience. 

Arkansas Development Finance Authority  
Mr. Patrick Patton 
Vice President – Internal Audit 
501.682.5902 
patrick.patton@adfa.arkansas.gov 
Little Rock, AR 

Arkansas Department of Workforce Services 
Mr. Bryan Hicks 
Assistant Director – Financial Management 
501.682.3108 
bryan.hicks@arkansas.gov 
Little Rock, AR 

Missouri Partnership 
Mr. Steve Johnson 
Chief Executive Officer 
314.596.6084 
St. Louis, MO 

E-Z Mart Stores, Inc. 
Ms. Sonja Yates Hubbard 
Chief Executive Officer 
903.255.1401 
sonjahubbard@e-zmart.com 
Texarkana, TX 

A list of every business for which Vendor has performed, at any time during the past three (3) years, services 
substantially similar to those sought with this solicitation.  Err on the side of inclusion; by submitting an offer, Vendor 
represents that the list is complete. 

Missouri Partnership 
BKD completed an analysis of the state and local tax impact of a Japanese company’s capital and job creation in 
various states.  The study included a comparison of income tax rates, sales/use tax rates and exemption types, statutory 
tax credits and incentives and property tax.  The study was presented to the Japanese company by the Missouri 
Department of Economic Development to allow them to review the overall advantages of choosing the State of 
Missouri for its U.S. operations. 

Kansas Chamber of Commerce 
BKD was one of many contributing taxpayers that provided input of tax impact of implementing economic nexus for 
income and sales/use tax purposes to assist Kansas legislators during the 2016-2017 legislation session.  Our analysis 
discussed types of economic nexus thresholds, reporting requirements and identified states that had enacted similar 
legislation. 

Russell Stover Chocolates, LLC:   
Please see reference information on the previous page. 

City of Little Rock, Arkansas 
Please see reference information on the previous page. 

DeWitt & Associates 
Please see reference information on the previous page. 

Of our approximate 29,220 clients, we perform state tax compliance and consulting work for thousands of them.  The 
above mentioned clients are just a sample of the assistance we have provided to our clients on this subject matter. 

List of failed projects, suspensions, debarments, and significant litigation. 

To our knowledge, we have not failed to complete an engagement due to lack of ability on our part to perform the 
engagement.  Neither BKD nor our partners or principals are currently or have ever been debarred, suspended or 
proposed for debarment by the federal government.  As previously mentioned, details of litigation cannot be disclosed 
pursuant to confidentiality agreements; however, the results of litigation have never been material to the firm.  
Currently, there is no substantial litigation outstanding. 
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An outline or other information relating to why the Vendor’s experience qualifies in meeting the specifications stated in 
Section 3 of this RFP. 

Because virtually every decision the Task Force makes can have tax implications, it is critical to work with an advisor 
who can help you accurately reflect the Task Force’s mission and operations.  Beyond preparing thousands of state 
income and franchise tax returns annually, including hundreds of Arkansas income and sales and use tax returns for 
Arkansas businesses and individuals, BKD’s tax professionals can accurately analyze various states’ tax laws to assist 
the Task Force in meeting its goals and objectives. 

Our tax advisors routinely monitor legislative activity, judicial rulings and regulatory guidance for changes that could 
affect you and provide timely alerts.  This forward-looking approach can allow the Task Force to confidently plan for 
the future. 

The Vendor should demonstrate the work the Vendor has done for clients during the past three (3) years and indicate 
which individual on its staff was responsible for the work.  Referenced work should provide a clear indication of the 
types of tax reform consulting services that can be obtained for the Task Force. 

Bob Johnson, Bryan Neuendorf and their SALT team have provided their expertise on the following clients noted 
above:  Russell Stover Chocolates, LLC, City of Little Rock, Arkansas, DeWitt & Associates, Missouri Department of 
Economic Development and Kansas Chamber of Commerce. 

Kevin Horn, Ernie Skyrme and their team have provided tax compliance services for numerous Arkansas businesses 
and individuals, including EZ Mart. 

A Vendor shall provide information on any conflict of interest with the objectives and goals of the Task Force that could 
result from other projects in which the Vendor is involved.  Failure to disclose any such conflict may be cause for Contract 
termination or disqualification of the response. 

As previously mentioned, BKD has not had any professional relationship with BLR or the Task Force.  No relationship 
exists that would constitute a conflict of interest relative to performing the proposed services. 

A Vendor or its subcontractor(s) must list all clients that were lost between January 2014 and the present and the reason 
for the loss.  The Task Force reserves the right to contact any accounts listed in this section.  A Vendor must describe any 
contract disputes involving an amount of thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) or more that the Vendor, or its 
subcontractor(s), has been involved in within the past two (2) years.  Please indicate if the dispute(s) have been 
successfully resolved. 

Similar to any service provider, we will from time to time lose a client.  This usually occurs when a company changes 
ownership or when an entity requires a rotation of audit firms after a set number of years.  To help protect the 
confidentiality of BKD clients, we are unable to disclose the names of specific former clients. 

5.5.1 BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 
Vendors must allow the BLR to perform an investigation of the financial responsibility, security, and integrity of a Vendor 
submitting a bid, if required by the Task Force. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

5.6 SUBCONTRACTOR IDENTIFICATION 
If Vendor intends to subcontract with another business for any portion of the work and that portion exceeds ten percent 
(10%) of the Proposal price, Vendor’s offer must identify that business and the portion of work that they are to perform.  
Identify potential subcontractors by providing the business’s name, address, phone, taxpayer identification number, and 
point of contact.  In determining Vendor’s responsibility, the Task Force may evaluate Vendor’s proposed subcontractors. 

As previously mentioned, we do not anticipate employing any other firm, affiliate or association member in completing 
the work for BLR. 
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6.0 GENERALLY 
The Vendor should address each item listed in this RFP to be guaranteed a complete evaluation.  After initial qualification 
of proposals, selection of the Successful Vendor will be determined in a meeting of the Task Force by evaluation of 
several factors. 

The Task Force has developed evaluation criteria that will be used by the Task Force and that is incorporated in Section 
6.1 of this RFP.  Other agents of the Task Force may also examine documents. 

The Task Force requires that the tax reform consulting services requested under this RFP be available for use by the Task 
Force the day after the Contract Execution Date.  Submission of a proposal implies Vendor acceptance of the evaluation 
technique and Vendor recognition that subjective judgments must be made by the Task Force during the evaluation of 
the proposals. 

The Task Force reserves, and a Vendor by submitting a Proposal grants to the Task Force, the right to obtain any 
information from any lawful source regarding the past business history, practices, and abilities of Vendor, its officers, 
directors, employees, owners, team members, partners, and/or subcontractors. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above. 

6.1 EVALUATION CRITERIA 
The following evaluation criteria are listed according to their relative importance; however, the difference between the 
importance assigned to any one criterion and the criteria immediately preceding and following is small: 

Directly related experience 
Price, including individual amounts and total maximum amount 
Plan for providing services 
Availability to perform work and attend meetings 
Proposed schedule for providing services 
Proposed personnel and the credentials of those assigned 
Compliance with the requirements of the RFP; and 
Past performance. 

BKD acknowledges and understands the statements above.  

SECTION 6.  EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR SELECTION   
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APPENDIX 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
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TAX IDENTIFICATION 
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DFA ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT CONTRACTOR DISCLOSURE 
CERTIFICATION 
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CONTRACT & GRANT DISCLOSURE & CERTIFICATION FORM 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY POLICY STATEMENT 
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LICENSE 
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SAMPLE CONTRACT 
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SAMPLE OF WORK 

 



 

 48 



 

 49 



 

 50 



 

 51 



 

 52 



 

 53 



 

 54 



 

 55 

 
 

 



 

 56 



 

 57 



 

 58 

 



 

 59 
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BKD FIRM PROFILE 
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COMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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BKD PRIDE VALUES 
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