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2 0 2 4  A D E Q U A C Y  S T U D Y

TEACHER SALARIES
Tuesday, June 4, 2024

In compliance with adequacy study requirements, this report seeks to 
examine the following:

 How Arkansas teacher salaries compare with the states of the Southern 
Regional Education Board (SREB) and surrounding states.

 How the cost of living in Arkansas and surrounding states affect the 
value of Arkansas teacher salaries.

 How teacher salaries in Arkansas compare with the salaries in other 
professions with similar educational requirements within the state. 

 Whether the disparity in teacher salaries within Arkansas has increased 
or decreased. 

INTRODUCTION 

EXHIBIT G1 
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TEACHER SALARY COMPARISONS
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National 
 Average Teacher salary: $69,544, 

4.1% over 2022. 
 Highest percentage increase in 14 

years, but hasn’t kept up with 
inflation.

 When adjusted for inflation, 
teachers are making 5% less, on 
average, than they did a decade 
ago.

Arkansas
 Average Teacher Salary: $54,309, 

3.2% increase. 

 Unadjusted national ranking: 
45th, no change from 2022.

 Cost-adjusted national ranking: 
33rd, down from 30th in 2022.

2023 NEA Average Salaries 
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2023 UNADJUSTED AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES
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2023 COST-ADJUSTED AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES
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SREB States
 Regional average teacher 

salary: $59,020, 3.9% 
increase over 2022.

 Average teacher salary in 
the South is 15% lower 
than the national average.

 Unadjusted ranking was 
12th, up from 13th in 2022.  

 Cost-adjusted ranking was 
11th, down from 7th in 
2022. 

Rank 
(COLA Salary)

State 2023 
COLA Salary

2023 NEA 
Avg. Salary

1 Georgia $63,183 $64,461
2 Alabama $60,920 $60,441
3 Maryland $60,673 $79,420
4 Delaware $60,554 $68,787
5 Texas $58,293 $60,716
6 Oklahoma $57,308 $55,505
7 Virginia $55,114 $63,103
8 Mississippi $55,023 $53,354
9 Tennessee $54,572 $55,369

10 Kentucky $54,460 $56,296
11 Arkansas $54,309 $54,309
12 West Virginia $53,654 $52,870
13 Louisiana $53,056 $54,248
14 North Carolina $52,820 $56,559
15 South Carolina $52,091 $55,778
16 Florida $46,929 $53,098

8

Rank 
(COLA 
Salary)

State 2023
COLA 

Salary

2023 NEA 
Avg. Salary

1 Texas $58,293 $60,716
2 Oklahoma $57,308 $55,505

3 Mississippi $55,023 $53,354

4 Tennessee $54,572 $55,369

5 Arkansas $54,309 $54,309

6 Missouri $54,304 $53,999

7 Louisiana $53,056 $54,248

Contiguous States 

 Surrounding states 
average teacher salary: 
$55,357, 3.6% increase 
over 2022.

 Unadjusted ranking was 
4th, up from 5th in 2022.  

 Cost-adjusted ranking 
was 5th, down from 4th in 
2022. 
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$37,970

$44,370

$44,450

$44,820

$50,980

$52,350

$52,620

$54,230

$60,740

$61,240

$62,570

$62,980

$63,870

$64,730

$69,100

$71,040

$72,920

$78,310

$80,190

Property Appraisers and Assessors

Social workers, all other

Graphic designers

Child, family, and school social workers

Elementary school teachers

Middle school teachers

Secondary school teachers

Human resources specialists

Surveyors

Interior designers

Accountants and auditors

Market research analysts/marketing specialists

Insurance underwriters

Foresters

Loan officers

Buyers and purchasing agents

Registered nurses

Civil engineers

Electrical engineers

TEACHER SALARY DISPARITY IN ARKANSAS
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Statewide:
Average Teacher Salary Compared to Matrix Base Salary
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$54,517
$55,747

$57,208

$52,667
$53,665

$54,803

2021 2022 2023

Matrix Base Salary

Avg. Salary
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$53,259
$49,008

$50,783
$56,871

$56,001
$54,002

$51,412
$50,779

$52,861

$49,400
$52,595

$54,019
$54,590
$54,408

District
Charter

Rural
Urban

FRL Q1 (Lowest)
FRL Q2
FRL Q3
FRL Q4

FRl Q5 (Highest)

Minority Q1 (Lowest)
Minority Q2
Minority Q3
Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

$47,124

$47,730

$48,664

$49,518

$49,885

$51,383

$53,015

$60,279

$52,558

$53,112

$57,594

$54,072

$52,474

$51,712

$52,792

1-350

351-500

501-750

751-1,000

1,001-1,500

1,501-2,500

2,501-5,000

5,001-25,000

BLR Cohort

Other

A

B

C

D

F
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On average, salaries 
were higher in the 
Central and 
Northwest regions.

Public School Districts:
Average Teacher Salary Compared to Matrix Base Salary

14

$54,517
$55,747

$57,208

$52,942 
$53,890 

$55,031 

2021 2022 2023

Matrix Base Salary

District Avg. Salary
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Public School Districts: Average Teacher Salaries

$63,616 $64,996
$68,421

$41,724 $43,309 $43,895

2021 2022 2023

Highest Average Salary Lowest Average Salary

16

PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS: ANALYSIS OF AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES 
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$50,765

$58,310

$56,735

$54,214

$51,554

$50,920

$53,074

$49,443

$52,595

$54,308

$55,174

$55,305

Rural

Urban

FRL Q1 (Lowest)

FRL Q2

FRL Q3

FRL Q4

FRl Q5 (Highest)

Minority Q1 (Lowest)

Minority Q2

Minority Q3

Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

$48,177

$47,542

$48,701

$49,518

$49,855

$51,486

$53,365

$60,279

$52,894

$53,317

$58,795

$54,195

$52,565

$51,979

$53,079

1-350

351-500

501-750

751-1,000

1,001-1,500

1,501-2,500

2,501-5,000

5,001-25,000

BLR Cohort

Other

A

B

C

D

F
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On average, salaries 
were higher in the 
Central and 
Northwest regions.
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Open-Enrollment Public Charters:
Average Teacher Salaries Compared to Matrix Base Salary

19

$54,517
$55,747

$57,208

$45,480
$47,870

$49,143

2021 2022 2023

Matrix Base Salary

Charter Avg. Salary

20

Open-Enrollment Public Charters:
Average Teacher Salaries

$52,010 $53,204 $55,126

$39,238
$43,060

$40,558

2021 2022 2023
Highest Average Salary Lowest Average Salary
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$52,502

$48,571

$48,814

$47,885

$49,081

$47,255

$50,461

$40,558

$49,637

$47,069

$49,872

Rural

Urban

FRL Q1 (Lowest)

FRL Q2

FRL Q3

FRL Q4

FRl Q5 (Highest)

Minority Q1 (Lowest)

Minority Q2

Minority Q3

Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

$45,755

$49,503

$44,223

$50,015

$47,703

$49,899

$49,475

$49,117

$50,059

$50,089

$48,752

$48,606

$50,844

1-350

351-500

501-750

751-1,000

1,001-1,500

1,501-2,500

2,501-5,000

5,001-25,000

BLR Cohort

Other

A

B

C

D

F

22

On average, salaries 
were higher in the 
Upper Delta region.
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REVIEW OF MINIMUM TEACHER SALARIES 

Minimum Teacher Salary Schedule 

24

State Mandated Minimum Salary for Teachers with Zero Years of Experience 
School Years 2021 thru 2023

School Year
BA Degree 

0 Years
BA Degree 
15 Years 

MA Degree 
0 Years

MA Degree 
15 Years

2021 $33,800 $40,500 $38,450 $45,950
2022 $34,900 $41,650 $39,550 $47,050
2023 $36,000 $42,750 $40,650 $48,150

Source:  Act 170 of 2019
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Public School Districts: Minimum Teacher Salaries

25

$48,782 $50,282
$53,000

$34,900 $36,000

$50,000

2022 2023 2024

Highest Minimum Salary Lowest Minimum Salary
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PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS: ANALYSIS OF MINIMUM  TEACHER SALARIES 
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Review of 2023 Minimum Salary Schedules
 140 districts had minimum teacher salaries higher than the state-

mandated minimum, which decreased from 200 paying above the 
minimum in 2022. The remaining 94 school districts adopted the state-
mandated minimum of $36,000.

 District salary schedules revealed disparities among the minimum starting 
salaries adopted by school districts within the same county. 
Ex. Springdale School District had the highest minimum salary of $50,282 in 2023, 
almost $14,000 higher than the lowest minimum starting salary of $36,307 adopted by 
West Fork School District (both in Washington County). 

 41 of the 67 Arkansas counties with more than one school district had 
districts with minimum starting salary differences of $1,000 or more. 

28

2023 to 2024 Changes to Salary Schedules

2023 
Below $50,000

2023 
Above $50,000

2024
Above $50,000

Bachelor's w/0 YRS 232 2 5
Bachelor’s w/15 YRS 202 32 66
Bachelor’s Top of Chart 145 89 109
Master’s w/0 YRS 228 6 39
Master’s w/15 YRS 149 85 157
Highest Degree/Top of Schedule 25 209 162
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Open-Enrollment Public Charters:
Minimum Teacher Salaries

29

$48,000 $48,000
$51,300

$33,000
$36,000

$50,000

2022 2023 2024

Highest Minimum Salary Lowest Minimum Salary

NEXT UP
Teacher Recruitment and Retention


