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 AGENDA 
 Senate Committee on Education 

 
 Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
 10:00 AM 
 Room 207, State Capitol 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
Sen. Jane English, Chair  Sen. Eddie Cheatham 
Sen. Joyce Elliott, Vice-Chair  Sen. Lance Eads 
Sen. Linda Chesterfield  Sen. Mark Johnson 
Sen. Jim Hendren  Sen. James Sturch 

 
  

TO OFFER TESTIMONY ON A BILL, PLEASE SIGN IN TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THE CHAIR 
 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB232 K. Hammer TO CREATE THE FREEDOM OF CONTRACT IN HIGHER EDUCATION ACT. 

SB449 Irvin TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE WITH RESPECT TO THE 
COMPOSITION OF THE SAFE SCHOOLS COMMITTEE. 

SB452 B. Davis TO PREVENT A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT FROM USING PUBLIC FUNDS TO 
PAY THE PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP DUES OF A TEACHER 
OR A CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE. 

SB490 K. Hammer TO EXPAND THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE SUCCEED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. 

HB1404 Speaks TO AMEND PROVISIONS REGARDING THE PUBLICATION IN A NEWSPAPER OF 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT'S BUDGET. 

SB508 B. Davis TO AMEND THE MEANS BY WHICH FUNDING IS DISTRIBUTED THROUGH THE 
PRODUCTIVITY-BASED FUNDING MODEL. 

SB509 B. Davis TO DISTRIBUTE FUNDS FROM THE EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE TRUST FUND 
TO CERTAIN FOUR-YEAR STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION BASED ON AN INSTITUTION'S IN-STATE FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT 
ENROLLMENT. 

HB1018 Sorvillo TO AMEND THE POPULATION REQUIREMENTS THAT CONTROL THE NUMBER 
OF DIRECTORS WHO SERVE ON A SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

HB1537 Evans TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING STUDENT 
RESIDENCY, COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE, AND MINIMUM ENROLLMENT AGE. 

SB522 J. English TO CREATE A COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
SYSTEM; TO COORDINATE VARIOUS WORKFORCE PROGRAMS; TO AMEND 
THE DUTIES OF THE CAREER EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB526 A. Clark TO REQUIRE THE PRESENCE OF A FINANCIAL COUNSELOR UNDER CERTAIN 
CONDITIONS WHEN A STUDENT OF A STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTION OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION SIGNS A DOCUMENT TO BORROW A STUDENT 
EDUCATION LOAN. 

HB1398 S. Meeks TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING STUDENT 
ATTENDANCE AND DISCIPLINE. 
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HB1657 Vaught TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING EDUCATOR 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

SB387 Elliott TO REQUIRE THAT A CERTAIN PERCENTAGE OF LOTTERY PROCEEDS BE NET 
PROCEEDS THAT ARE USED FOR SCHOLARSHIPS; AND TO REQUIRE THAT 
THE PERCENTAGE OF NET PROCEEDS USED FOR SCHOLARSHIPS INCREASE 
YEAR BY YEAR. 

SB535 B. Johnson TO REVISE THE METHOD BY WHICH THE ACADEMIC FACILITIES WEALTH 
INDEX IS CALCULATED. 

SB549 J. English TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE WITH RESPECT TO PUBLIC 
SCHOOL ACADEMIC FACILITIES. 

SB553 Bond TO AMEND THE LAW TO ALLOW A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT UNDER THE 
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO BE RETURNED TO 
LOCAL CONTROL UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

SB591 Elliott TO PROMOTE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION AMONG ARKANSANS; TO CREATE 
THE ARKANSAS COMMUNITY REMEMBRANCE COMMISSION; AND TO CREATE 
THE ARKANSAS TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMITTEE. 

HB1558 Lowery TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING ADULT EDUCATION PUBLIC CHARTER 
SCHOOLS TO ENSURE THAT MORE THAN ONE (1) ADULT EDUCATION PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOL MAY OPERATE IN THIS STATE. 

SB593 G. Leding CONCERNING TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS ON CHILD 
TRAFFICKING. 

SB603 A. Clark TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO PROVIDE CERTAIN 
LEVELS OF SUPPORT TO CERTAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS BASED ON 
READING SCORES; AND TO AMEND THE PURPOSES ON WHICH NATIONAL 
SCHOOL LUNCH STATE CATEGORICAL FUNDS MAY BE SPENT. 

SB605 A. Clark TO AMEND THE NAME OF NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH STATE CATEGORICAL 
FUNDING. 

SB619 L. Eads TO AMEND THE MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ARKANSAS HIGHER 
EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD. 

HB1626 Cloud CONCERNING THE OFFERING OF AN ACADEMIC STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
COURSE IF STUDENTS REQUEST THAT THE COURSE BE OFFERED. 

HB1684 D. Douglas TO REQUIRE THAT STUDENTS WHO ARE LEGAL RESIDENTS OF ARKANSAS OR 
WHO ARE GRADUATES OF AN ARKANSAS SCHOOL WHO HAVE RESIDED IN 
ARKANSAS FOR A CERTAIN TIME RECEIVE IN-STATE TUITION AND FEES AT 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION. 

HB1685 Cozart TO AMEND VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING 
PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING AMOUNTS; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB620 B. Johnson TO CREATE THE CAPITAL PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP PILOT PROGRAM. 

HB1702 Speaks TO AMEND PROVISIONS REGARDING THE PUBLICATION IN A NEWSPAPER OF 
A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT'S BOND SALE. 

SB483 J. English TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING PUBLIC 
SCHOOL FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND REPORTING. 

HB1509 A. Davis TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING USE OF HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDS; TO 
AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING PRIVATE RESIDENT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
SCHOOLS; AND TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS ACADEMIC CHALLENGE 
SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. 
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HB1551 Eubanks TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS 
UNDER THE ARKANSAS JUVENILE CODE OF 1989; AND CONCERNING SCHOOL 
NOTIFICATION OF CERTAIN OFFENSES FOR WHICH A MINOR IS ADJUDICATED 
OR CONVICTED. 

HB1648 F. Allen TO INCLUDE CERTAIN ARKANSAS CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS AND HEROES IN 
THE TEACHING MATERIALS REGARDING AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY IN A 
PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

HB1730 G. Hodges TO ALLOW AN AUTHORIZER TO TRANSFER AND ASSIGN A PUBLIC CHARTER 
SCHOOL'S CHARTER UNDER THE ARKANSAS QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS 
ACT OF 2013. 

HB1786 Boyd TO REQUIRE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS TO REPORT CERTAIN 
INFORMATION REGARDING THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE EXEMPTIONS FROM OR HAVE NOT PROVIDED PROOF OF 
REQUIRED VACCINATIONS. 

HB1790 Glover TO REQUIRE A PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT EXPELS A STUDENT TO 
OFFER TO THE EXPELLED STUDENT DIGITAL LEARNING COURSES OR 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR WHICH THE STUDENT MAY 
RECEIVE CREDIT. 

HB1824 McKenzie TO ALLOW RECIPIENTS OF ARKANSAS GOVERNOR'S SCHOLARSHIPS, 
ARKANSAS GOVERNOR'S DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARSHIPS, AND THE 
ARKANSAS ACADEMIC CHALLENGE SCHOLARSHIP TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE 
THE SCHOLARSHIPS WHILE ENROLLED PART-TIME. 

HB1825 Jean TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF TITLE 6 OF THE ARKANSAS CODE CONCERNING 
PROVISIONAL POSITIONS FOR STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

 
 PENDING FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB633 G. Leding TO REQUIRE AN EVALUATOR LICENSED BY THE STATE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION TO PLACE A PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER IN INTENSIVE SUPPORT 
STATUS UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER THE TEACHER 
EXCELLENCE AND SUPPORT SYSTEM. 

SB638 J. English CONCERNING THE INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES; AND TO AMEND ASPECTS OF THE 
ARKANSAS CODE WITH RESPECT TO CHILDREN OF MILITARY FAMILIES WHO 
ARE ENROLLED IN A PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

 
 DEFERRED BILLS 
 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB118 K. Hammer TO REQUIRE CAMPUS FREE SPEECH POLICIES. 

HB1020 Warren TO ALLOW OUT-OF-STATE TEACHING EXPERIENCE TO BE CONSIDERED 
WHEN DETERMINING A TEACHER'S SALARY SCHEDULE. 
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