
Page 1

2022 Adequacy Study
TEACHER SALARIES
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2022 ADEQUACY REPORT

2022 Teacher Salary Report
• Introduction 

• National, SREB, and Contiguous Average Salary 
Comparisons 

• Salary Disparity in Arkansas 

• Review of Arkansas Minimum Salary Schedule 

• Review of Salaries of Select Professions
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Introduction

• How Arkansas teacher salaries compare with surrounding states and 
states of the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB). 

• How Arkansas’s’ average teacher salaries have changed in comparison 
with surrounding states and states in the SREB from 2019 to 2020.

• How the cost of living in Arkansas and surrounding states affect the 
value of Arkansas teacher salaries.

• Whether the disparity in teacher salaries within Arkansas increased or 
decreased in 2020‐21.

• How teacher salaries in Arkansas compare with the salaries in other 
professions with similar educational requirements within the state.
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Handout C3
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Salary Comparisons 
AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES 
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National: Average Salary Comparisons

2018 2019 2020
Unadjusted 44 46 47
COLA‐Salaries 22 25 28
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The national average teacher salary for 2020 was 
$64,133, which is an increase of 2.9% over the 
2019 average salary.  Arkansas’s 2020 average 
salary of $50,546 increased by 2.1%.
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SREB: Average Salary Comparisons

2018 2019 2020
Unadjusted 12 13 13
COLA‐Salaries 7 9 9
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The regional average teacher salary for 2020 was 
$55,205.  Arkansas’s average salary was $50,546.
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Contiguous States: Average Salary 
Comparisons

2018 2019 2020
Unadjusted 5 6 6
COLA‐Salaries 3 4 4
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The surrounding states’ average teacher salary for 2020 
was $51,819. Arkansas’s average salary was $50,546.

Teacher Salary 
Disparity 
AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES WITHIN ARKANSAS
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Open‐Enrollment Public Charter School Systems’ 
and Public School Districts’ Average Salaries 
Compared to Matrix 
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$51,093 $51,736 $52,386 $53,444 $54,517

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Charter Avg. Salary District Avg. Salary Matrix
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$46,322 
$48,986 
$50,375 
$51,442 
$50,293 

$53,138 
$50,421 

$48,110 
$47,167 
$48,628 

$47,211 
$53,497 

$43,642 
$49,804 

Minority Q1 (Lowest)
Minority Q2
Minority Q3
Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

FRL Q1 (Lowest)
FRL Q2
FRL Q3
FRL Q4

FRL Q5 (Highest)

Rural
Urban

Charter School
Regular School

Average Teacher Salary Comparisons: School Level Analysis
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$49,420 

$49,932 

$42,140 

$43,563 

$44,894 

$45,351 

$46,824 

$48,440 

$49,987 

$56,301 

Other

Successful Schools

1‐350

351‐500

501‐750

751‐1000

1001‐1500

1501‐2500

2501‐5000

5001‐25000

2022 ADEQUACY REPORT

Gap Between Highest and Lowest Average 
Teacher Salaries: Public School Districts
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$21,850  $21,508  $21,385  $22,993  $22,419 

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

2016‐17 2017‐18 2018‐19 2019‐20 2020‐21
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$46,322 
$49,051 
$50,759 
$51,696 
$51,573 

$53,674 
$50,660 

$48,348 
$47,310 

$49,200 

$47,238 
$54,912 

Minority Q1 (Lowest)
Minority Q2
Minority Q3
Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

FRL Q1 (Lowest)
FRL Q2
FRL Q3
FRL Q4

FRL Q5 (Highest)

Rural
Urban

Districts’ Average Teacher Salary Comparisons: School Level Analysis 
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$49,748 

$50,185 

$43,436 

$43,620 

$44,932 

$45,496 

$46,819 

$48,525 

$50,650 

$56,301 

Other

Successful Schools

1‐350

351‐500

501‐750

751‐1000

1001‐1500

1501‐2500

2501‐5000

5001‐25000
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Region Avg. Salary

Central $52,461

Northwest $52,210

Southwest $47,728

Upper Delta $47,116

Lower Delta $46,024

North Central $45,791
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Gap Between Highest and Lowest Average 
Teacher Salaries‐ Open‐Enrollment Public 
Charter School Systems
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$19,408 

$22,631 

$15,495 
$17,174  $17,132 

$15,000
$17,000
$19,000
$21,000
$23,000
$25,000

2016‐17 2017‐18 2018‐19 2019‐20 2020‐21
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$35,600 

$45,103 

$42,999 

$43,374 

$45,874 

$44,518 

$42,218 

$39,980 

$42,998 

$44,759 

$43,472 

Minority Q1 (Lowest)

Minority Q2

Minority Q3

Minority Q4

Minority Q5 (Highest)

FRL Q1 (Lowest)

FRL Q2

FRL Q3

FRL Q4

FRL Q5 (Highest)

Rural

Urban

Charters’ Average Teacher Salary Comparisons: School Level Analysis
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$43,219 
$46,019 

$41,243 
$42,152 

$40,321 
$41,195 

$46,858 
$44,441 
$43,572 

Other
Successful Schools

1‐350
351‐500
501‐750
751‐1000
1001‐1500
1501‐2500
2501‐5000
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Region Avg. Salary

Northwest $46,050

Lower Delta $43,305

Upper Delta $42,987

Central $42,849

Southwest NA

North Central NA
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$42,440 
$45,000 

$46,070 

$49,380 

$50,590 

$51,360 

$52,540 

$53,820 

$56,210 

$58,050 

$61,580 

$63,640 

$68,790 

$69,740 

$73,840 

$75,430 

$78,400 

$82,380 
$85,360 

Child, family, and school social workers

Graphic designers

Property Appraisers and Assessors

Elementary school teachers, except special education

Social workers, all other

Middle school teachers, except special and…

Secondary school teachers, except special and…

Foresters

Surveyors

Human resources specialists

Insurance underwriters

Registered nurses

Market research analysts and marketing specialists

Accountants and auditors

Interior designers

Loan officers

Buyers and purchasing agents

Civil engineers

Electrical engineers

Minimum Salary 
Schedule 

21
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Minimum Teacher Salary Schedule

• The Arkansas General Assembly enacted the Teacher 
Salary Enhancement Act through the passage of Act 170 
of 2019.  

• Act 170 increased minimum teacher salary schedules for 
school years 2019‐20 through 2022‐23.  

• The salary schedules establish minimum salaries for 
teachers based on years of experience (0‐15 years) and on 
the type of degree earned by the teacher, with one 
schedule for bachelor (BA) degree prepared teachers and 
one for master (MA) degree prepared teachers.
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Years of 

Experience

BA Degree 

Salary

MA Degree 

Salary

0 $33,800 $38,450

1 $34,250 $38,950

2 $34,700 $39,450

3 $35,150 $40,950

4 $35,600 $40,450

5 $36,050 $40,950

6 $36,500 $41,450

7 $36,950 $41,950

8 $37,400 $42,450

9 $37,850 $42,950

10 $38,300 $43,450

11 $38,750 $43,950

12 $39,200 $44,450

13 $39,650 $44,950

14 $40,100 $45,450

15 $40,550 $45,950

Years of 

Experience

BA Degree 

Salary

MA Degree 

Salary

2020‐2021

Minimum Teacher Salary Schedule

2022 ADEQUACY REPORT

Minimum Teacher Salary Schedule
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$27,000

$29,000

$31,000

$33,000

$35,000

$37,000

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Minimum Salary
# of Districts at the Minimum
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Highest and Lowest Minimum Teacher 
Salaries: Public School Districts

$47,016 $47,266 $47,766 $48,282 $48,282

$31,000 $31,400 $31,800 $32,800 $33,800

$0

$10,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Highest MIN Salary Lowest MIN Salary
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Gap Between Highest and Lowest Minimum 
Teacher Salaries: Public School Districts
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$16,016 
$15,866  $15,966 

$15,482 

$14,482 

$13,500

$14,000

$14,500

$15,000

$15,500

$16,000

$16,500

2016‐17 2017‐18 2018‐19 2019‐20 2020‐21
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Minimum Teacher Salaries: Public School 
Districts
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County District  2020‐2021 

Minimum 

Salary

2020‐2021

Gap

WASHINGTON SPRINGDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT $48,282 $13,275

BENTON ROGERS SCHOOL DISTRICT $46,750 $12,950

BENTON BENTONVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT $46,633 $12,950

WASHINGTON FAYETTEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT $46,450 $13,275

GARLAND LAKESIDE SCHOOL DISTRICT $44,183 $10,383
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Gap Between Highest and Lowest Minimum 
Teacher Salaries: Open‐Enrollment Public Charter 
School Systems
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$40,000 $40,000 $42,000 $43,000
$48,000

$30,000 $30,000 $31,800 $32,000 $32,000
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Highest MIN Salary Lowest MIN Salary
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Gap Between Highest and Lowest Minimum 
Teacher Salaries: Open‐Enrollment Public Charter 
School Systems
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$9,000  $10,000  $10,200  $11,000 

$16,000 

$0

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

2016‐17 2017‐18 2018‐19 2019‐20 2020‐21

Questions 
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