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In a Typical Classroom

20% 80%

A's and B's The Average Student

Scholarships B'sand C's

"The Good Students"  Bglow Average

Serious Students Not in GT

AP and IB Classes No Scholarships
Dropouts

Alternative School
Double Blocking
Expelled

Maslow’s
Hierarchy

<«— Acceptance of Facts

Esteem Need
e e tobe o e avidun witn
T e trom e

and belonging needs

Love
The need for belonging, to receive and give love,
“appreciation, fiendsnip.

Hugh Goodwin Elementary
El Dorado School District
4th Grade Combined Scores

Free Lunch 59%

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
M Literacy W Math

Hugh Goodwin Scored Highest in 4th Grade Math Proficiency in the Region
Regional

Science Fair Results - Hugh Goodwin had 21 winners vs. 8 winners from the
other area schools.
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What drives engagement and leads
to these results?  with:

Principal Leadership Coherence

Faculty Engagement Commitment

Professional Development Cooperation

ade A 00 D 0

2002-03 1109 975 1046
2003-04 1135 1049 1086
2004-05 1261 1137 1159
2005-06 1308 1170 1180
2006-07 1332 1196 1252
2007-08 1346 1210 1279
2008-09 1341 1262 1289
2009-2010 1132 1063 1092

Students were matched on:

» Achievement level at first of school
» Race

» Sex

» Free lunch status

» Grade

» Special Ed status

» Second Language status

Independent Analysis

conducted by the Oklahoma City Public Schools’ Planning, Research and Evaluation Department

Do students in OKCPS A+ sites outperform their
demographically matched counterparts who attend other

OKCPS schools?
June 2006
(Answer: Yes. With statistical significance.)

Spring 2005 Reading Spring 2005 Mathematics
Oklahoma Performance Index Scores ©Oklahoma Performance Index Scores

A+ Students. Matched Cohorts
At Students  Matched Cohorts e aiched Goho!
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Student Surve Dta

The My Class Activities survey
(MCA) was administered to 1473
students in grades 3-8 in
Oklahoma A+ Schools during
the 2005-06 academic year.

A+ Schools’ research team confirms what Seymour
Papert said - students engaged in this type of learning
are having “hard fun.”

Oklahoma A+ Schools®
Research results are clear:

> Higher achievement

> Better attendance for students and teachers
»Fewer disciplinary problems in schools
»Happier, more effective educators

>Joyful, engaged students

»>More parent and community involvement

»Creative, focused instruction

In practice, we find...
A+ Schools ARE... A+ Schools are NOT...

Committed to quality education A the same
for all students

Large, srnaIl', rural, urban, + Subjected to a cookie cutter
suburban, rich, poor, elementary, approach

middle, high school, public,
private and charter
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What is A+ Schools?

A+1S...

A whole school model to
nurture the creativity in
every learner

‘tAhframewolrk for other tools
at schools adopt

Ongoing, .
site’specific professional
development

A+is NOT...

A model to train the
trainers

The only thing schools do

“Drive-by” professional
development,

out of context and
without follow-up

What is A+ Schools?

A+ 1S... A+isNOT...
;\ellla%I(ngn%i}Illi% A one-time project

Resea_rch—supé)orted
practice based on the
curriculum of the
school

Service provided to
A+ schools

A curriculum

A grant

From the teachers

This is the happiest
I've ever been [since
becoming a teacher].
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From the parents

I enrolled my daughter in this
[A+] school because | heard
things are different here, and |
want her to like school.

From the students

It's a lot easier to
remember stuff
when you do it

hands-on and you get
a physical answer.

National A+ Schools Network

Growing Every Year

et any
T

Schools
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Arkansas A+ Schools
Network

Program Director: Annette Butler

Program Coordinator: Erin McGhee

The schools listed below are invested in
the Arkansas A+ Schools Network and are
committed to practicing creative training
in every classroom.

2011 Arkansas A+ Network Schools

El Dorado School District

Hugh Goodwin Elementary

Parkers Chapel School District

Parkers Chapel Middle

Arkansas KIPP Schools

KIPP Delta Elementary Literacy Academy

KIPP Delta College Preparatory Middle

KIPP Delta Blytheville College Preparatory Middle
New 2012 Arkansas A+ Network Schools
Arkansas KIPP Schools

KIPP Delta Collegiate High School

Little Rock School District

‘Winthrop Rockefeller Elementary & Early Childhood
Magnet

North Little Rock School Distric

Boone Park Elementary
Pike View Elementary

2012 Alumni A+ Schools Joining the Network
Fort Smith School District

Cook Elementary
‘Woods Elementary

Paragould School District

Baldwin Elementary

Improving Student Performance

Arkansas

A

Schools

STEM

[ |

Biology Music

Social Studies

Writing

Science

History

Literature Business

Spelling

Psychology Reading

Language

A

Arts

Curriculum

Experiential Learning

Multiple

* taught daily
“inclusive of drama, dance,
music, visual art and writing

integrated
“valued as essential to

rning
*included in planning

racticed
a part of personal experience|

“mapping that reflects

alignment
“thematic webbing

*is grounded in
arts-b uction
*is a creative process.

*used within planning

essential questions
“creation and use of
interdisciplinary
thematic units
g1

entry points

includes
differentiated instruction

by students and
ro

parent:
studied, and new research is|
explored

y
*creating balanced learning
opportunities

Aszessment

“is on-going
*is designed for learning
“is us locumentation

“is a reflective practice

Collaboration

*is intentional
*oc

outsi
*occurs during planning time:
classroom teachers wif

y
teachers and students

leadership

Infrastructure

Climate

*addressing logistics such as
schedules that support
planning time
providing appropriate space
for the arts

“teachers are treated

ly ping
commitment
* cre: red vision
"providing related professional
development

lops
“continual team building

*morale improves
“excitement about the

prog
“A+ whole school reform is
invigorating
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deaching
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