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In accordance with A.C.A. §6-20-2305(b)(4)(E) this report has been compiled and will be
transmitted to the House and Senate Committees on Education.

A.C.A. §6-20-2305(b)(4)(E) directed the Arkansas Department of Education (Department or
ADE) to report on the Impact of state National School Lunch Act Categorical Funding (NSL) on
closing the achievement gap. Section (ii) of this statute directed the Department to submit
separate data for each of the NSL funding categories.

There are three categories based on the percentage of enrolled students from low socioeconomic
backgrounds as indicated by eligibility for free or reduced-price meals. These categories are
90% or more of the district’s students are eligible for free or reduced price meals; less than 90%
to 70%; and less than 70%. Section (ii)(a) required the ADE to submit data on how Arkansas
school districts are spending NSL funds, and Section (ii)(b) included fund transfers and the
explanation of why the transfers were made. Section (ii)(c) directed the Department to expand
the analysis of student achievement data evaluated in student achievement growth models, to
include the evaluation of the best estimates of classroom, school, and school district effects on
narrowing the achievement gap, in addition to the examination of student progress based on
established value-added longitudinal calculations.

Expenditure Data

The data required in Section (ii)(a) is reported by general expenditure categories. Attachments A
through F show, by district, the amount of NSL funds spent in each expenditure category.

Below is a detailed description of each general category where NSL funds could be spent,
including the identification number corresponding to the program code expenditure categories in
the attachments:

001  To employ Literacy and/or Mathematics and/or Science Specialists/Coaches (K-12) and
/or instructional facilitators that meet the following requirements:

Specialists/Coaches and/or instructional facilitators are educators who assist in
curriculum alignment with state curriculum documents; alignment of classroom
assessment with statewide exams; instructional strategies; professional
development and implementation of training; choosing standards-based
instructional materials; understanding of current research; advantageous
arrangement of the instructional day; and integrating technology.



002

003

004

005

006

007

008

To provide research-based Professional Development (PD) in the areas of Literacy and/or
Mathematics and/or Science in grades Kindergarten through twelfth grade (K-12) as
defined in the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) rules. Examples of approvable
expenditures are:

® on-site training sessions,

e job embedded PD,

e workshops related to Common Core Standards, and
e materials and supplies to support approved PD.

To employ highly qualified classroom teachers in grades Kindergarten through twelfth
grade (K-12) pursuant to the restrictions set forth in ADE rules. Examples of approvable
expenditures are:

e employing teachers in grades K-8 above what is required by the ADE rules
(class-size reduction teachers),

e funds to support the salaries of class-size reduction teachers shall only be used
to reduce the pupil-to-teacher ratios required by the ADE Standards of
Accreditation for each single grade level.

To provide research-based before and after-school academic programs. Examples of
approvable expenditures are:

e employing staff,
e materials and supplies,
e transportation to and from programs.

To provide research-based pre-kindergarten programs that meet the program standards
outline in Rules Governing the Arkansas Better Chance program. Examples of
approvable expenditures are:

e employing staff,
e research-based professional development,
e materials and supplies.

To employ tutors that are able to demonstrate competency (as determined locally) in each
area where instruction is provided and tutors must work under the supervision of highly
qualified classroom teachers.

To employ highly qualified teacher aides/paraprofessionals who must work under the
direct supervision of highly qualified teachers.

To employ licensed counselors and nurses above state mandated levels, licensed mental
health counselors, licensed certified social workers or licensed social workers, a
coordinated school health coordinator, school resource officer (SRO), and human service
workers.



009

010

011

012

013

014

To employ a curriculum specialist that meets the current licensure requirements that are
outlined in the ADE Rules Governing Initial and Standard Administrator Licensure.

To provide parent education that addresses the whole child. Examples of approvable
expenditures are:

e employ Parent Coordinator/Facilitator,

o research-based professional development,
® provide parent workshops/training,

e conduct parents nights,

e materials and supplies.

To provide Summer Programs that implement research-based methods and strategies.
Examples of approvable expenditures are:

e employing staff,

e research-based professional development,
e materials and supplies, and

e transportation to and from programs.

To provide early intervention programs. Early intervention means short-term, intensive,
focused, individualized instruction developed from ongoing, daily, systematic diagnosis
that occurs while a child is beginning in the initial, kindergarten through grade one (K-1),
stages of learning social skills, early reading, writing, and mathematical strategies to
ensure acquisition of the basic skills and to prevent the child from developing poor
behavior and problem-solving habits which become difficult to change. Examples of
approvable expenditures are:

e employing staff,
e research-based professional development,
e materials and supplies.

To develop and implement a School Improvement Plan. Examples of approvable
expenditures are: comprehensive needs assessment and Scholastic Audit.

Other activities approved by the ADE that will further the purposes of closing the
achievement gap, that include activities that are research-based and activities directed at
chronically under-performing schools. Examples of approvable expenditures are:

e substitutes for teachers attending researched-based professional development,
e cquipment and supplies,

e technology, A

eexperience-based field trips tied to an academic content area supported by the
Arkansas Frameworks,



015

016

021

022

024

025

026

027

028

201

203

To supplement salaries of classroom teacher according to Arkansas Code and ADE rules.

Voluntary Universal ACT Assessment Program as outlined in
A.C.A 6-18-1606

To pay for an Arkansas Scholastic Audit identified in A.C.A 6-15-2701

Paying the expenses of federal child nutrition programs to the extent necessary to provide
school meals without charge to all students under the United States Department of
Agriculture Special Assistance Alternative "Provision 2" program under 42 U.S.C. §
1759a, as interpreted in 7 C.F.R. § 245.9

Partnering with local institutions of higher education to remediate students while those
students are still in high school so that the students are college and career ready upon
graduation from high school

Providing Teach For America professional development
Implementing components of the Arkansas Advanced Initiative for Math and Science.

Employing College and Career Coaches, as defined by the Department of Career
Education.

Paying the expenses of federal child nutrition programs to the extent necessary to provide
school meals without charge to students otherwise eligible for reduced-price meals under
federal law or regulations governing the United States Department of Agriculture's
National School Lunch Program or School Breakfast Program.

Special Education: To employ Literacy and/or Mathematics and/or Science
Specialists/Coaches (K-12) and /or instructional facilitators that meet the following
requirements:

Specialists/Coaches and/or instructional facilitators are educators who assist in
curriculum alignment with state curriculum documents; alignment of classroom
assessment with statewide exams; instructional strategies; professional
development and implementation of training; choosing standards-based
instructional materials; understanding of current research; advantageous
arrangement of the instructional day; and integrating technology.

Special Education: To employ highly qualified classroom teachers in grades Kindergarten
through twelfth grade (K-12) pursuant to the restrictions set forth in ADE rules.
Examples of approvable expenditures are:

e employing teachers in grades K-8 above what is required by the ADE rules
(class-size reduction teachers),



204

207

209

210

213

214

215

o funds to support the salaries of class-size reduction teachers shall only be used
to reduce the pupil-to-teacher ratios required by the ADE Standards of
Accreditation for each single grade level.

Special Education: To provide research-based before and after-school academic
programs. Examples of approvable expenditures are:

e employing staff,
¢ materials and supplies,
e transportation to and from programs.

Special Education: To employ highly qualified teacher aides/paraprofessionals who must
work under the direct supervision of highly qualified teachers.

Special Education: To employ a curriculum specialist that meets the current licensure
requirements that are outlined in the ADE Rules Governing Initial and Standard
Administrator Licensure.

Special Education: To provide parent education that addresses the whole child. Examples
of approvable expenditures are:

e employ Parent Coordinator/Facilitator,

e research-based professional development,
e provide parent workshops/training,

e conduct parents nights,

e materials and supplies.

Special Education: To develop and implement a School Improvement Plan. Examples of
approvable expenditures are: comprehensive needs assessment and Scholastic Audit.

Special Education: Other activities approved by the ADE that will further the purposes of
closing the achievement gap, that include activities that are research-based and activities
directed at chronically under-performing schools. Examples of approvable expenditures
are:

e substitutes for teachers attending researched-based professional development,
e equipment and supplies,

e technology,

ecxperience-based field trips tied to an academic content area supported by the
Arkansas Frameworks,

Special Education: To supplement salaries of classroom teacher according to Arkansas
Code and ADE rules.



221  Special Education: To pay for an Arkansas Scholastic Audit identified in A.C.A 6-15-
2701

Transfer Data

Section (ii)(b) required a report on fund transfers. A.C.A. §6-20-2305(b)(1) established funding
for four special needs education categories. These student special needs categories are:
Alternative Learning Environments, including secondary vocational area centers; English
Language Learners; National School Lunch Act; and Professional Development. The
Department’s Rules Governing the Distribution of Student Special Needs Funding and the
Determination of Allowable Expenditures of those Funds (May 2016), Section 8.01 states:

After having provided programs designed to meet the needs of students in the

respective categorical funding areas, a school district may transfer and expend funds

on any of the special needs categories.

The specific reasons a district would transfer NSL funds could vary widely, but generally, a
transfer of funds would be to target the needs of the students in the three special needs categories

or to target professional development.

Student Achievement Data

Section (ii)(c) required the Department to expand the analysis of student achievement data
evaluated in student achievement growth models, to include the evaluation of the best estimates
of classroom, school, and school district effects on narrowing the achievement gap, in addition to
the examination of student progress based on established value-added longitudinal calculations.
Attachments G, H, and I

While it is difficult, if not impossible, to correlate a single factor, such as the amount of NSL
funding a district receives, to an increase or decrease in student performance, ADE requested that
each district include in its current ACSIP a method for evaluating NSL expenditures for the
current school year.

ADE believes with the ACT Aspire assessment and the statewide conversion from the previous
ACSIP software to Indistar, school districts now have better tools to more accurately determine
the impact NSL expenditures have on closing the achievement gap. Through the ACSIP process,
ADE will continue to work with districts to determine the effectiveness of NSL expenditures in
improving learning opportunities for struggling students.



Attachment A
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