EXHIBIT B.1
MINUTES

HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON JUDICIARY
October 27, 2015

The House and Senate Interim Committees on Judiciary met at 10:00 asm., on Tuesday, October 27, 2015, at the
Justice Building, 625 Marshall Street, in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Committee members present: Representative Matthew Shepherd, Chair; Senator Jererr&y‘ utchmson Chair;
Representatives Bob Ballinger, Rick Beck, Camille Benneit, Mary Broadaway, R. e 0 Dl;own Douglas House,
Rebecca Petty, Sue Scott, Brent Talley, Dwight Tosh, John Vines, and David W ker Senators Joyce Elliott, David
Johnson, and Jon Woods. f} m i

Other legislators present: Senator Alan Clark; Representatives Charles Arsi ':rong, SCMEB altz, Nate Bell, Jeremy

Gillam, David Hillman, Frederick Love, and DeAnn Vaught. lmht i! " !m ui;
it _ tﬁ!g

Representative Shepherd called the meeting to order. § | 15 E
il |
Consideration to Approve Minutes (Exhibits B.1 - B. 5) ggﬂ i“ fii { ;gn i
Without objeetion, the Minutes from the December 2, 2014 Aug Lﬂlf 2015 p;cember 17-18, 201{;,; and October
4 €

6, 2015, were approved. nm m

t; ‘?@e Court; and ArkansLQ Access to Justice Commission,

j mgerrbers of the Arka § ’sﬁ},}preme Court.

: Welcoming Remarks tm} L! i “
The Honorable Howard Brill, Chief Justice, Arkansas S :)renr%ei {€ourt: L”eléoﬁn}eﬂ committee members and provided

an overview of the court.” He a iﬂgﬁ? ided a brief explatjation of the Arkipt nsas Access to Justice Commission, which
was created in 2003 by the Ar}i g% me Court. 1} ¥

o i ;Bar Assoclatlon (L{\BA), said ABA petitioned the Arkansas Supreme
Court in 2003 to creatd Acces Justlce ’in order to better se ‘B H& needs of the public. Mr. Walker stated the
majority of lawyers in the state e i@‘f ;g%é e ABA, and ey recognize the value of combining skills and
talents to help e Q’o g1 as well & F%l f::i l’ 6' nﬁthat technology has made access to legal documents easier;
however, the i‘fb armer as they would with a licensed attorney.

be proteg
il T{:
NationgliPro Bono Week qoihmatron nl >
Repres‘éh trve John Vines preé %cll procla ; ]L éns to Ms. Amy Johnson, Executive Director, Arkansas Access to
Justice COoit &smn from GovertighlAsa Hutehinson, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge, and the House of
Representatl\; % !ﬁ claring the we If October 25 through October 31, 2015, as Pro Bono Week in the state of
Arkansas. EI ' :

State of Access to }l’s%l::ﬂi In Ar sas and Legal Aid in Arkansas (see Handout 1 for full report }

Ms. Amy Dunn Johnsonj eytlve Director, Arkansas Access to Justice Commission; Mr. Lee Richardson,
Executive Director, Legal ac‘t of Arkansas; Ms. Jean Turner Carter, Executive Director, Center for Arkansas Legal
Services; and Mr. Vince Morris, Director, Arkansas Legal Services Partnership, gave a presentation and overview of
the state of justice in Arkansas and services offered by the above entities. Condensed highlights from the handouts
include the following information:
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Introductions and Opening Remarks g

- The Honorable Robin Wynne, Justice, Arkansas %
welcomed committee members and guests and intr

{

i
Mr dere Walker Jr., ﬁreéi ent Arkans
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m the same

« Indigent Arkansans who face criminal prosecution have a constitutional right to have an attorney. No such right exists
for life-altering civil legal problems such as victims of domestic violence, veterans denied military benefits, children in -
need of special education, and families who lose their homes.

« More than 746,000 Arkansans are currently eligible by income to receive free civil legal aid (eligibility is set at 125% of
the Federal Poverty Level, which is $30,313 for a family of four). National studies suggest that current resources are
capable of meeting only 20% of the civil legal needs of the client-eligible population.
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= According to the Justice Index, Arkansas is tied for 49th in the country for accessibility to the court system by those who
cannot afford an attorney--an increasing number of Arkansans are fending for themselves in court. A 2011 Arkansas study
shows that one in four family law cases are initiated by self-represented litigants, and nine in ten do not have attorneys defending
them. Housing and financial cases are almost universally initiated by an attorney, but nine in ten of those cases have no attomey
appearing for the defendant. In 2014, there were more than 50,000 domestic relations cases filed in the state.

« Arkansas has the lowest ratio of lawyers to total populatlon in the country, with 20.1 lawyers p?r 10,000 people. The Center
for Arkansas Legal Services (CALS) serves 44 counties in central, western, and southern Ark sgﬁ%g Legal Aid of Arkansas
(LAA) serves 31 counties in northern and eastern Arkansas. Each year, these programs rec %34?' a cmﬁbmed total of 30,000 calls
from Arkansans with legal problems who qualify for services.

» CALS and LAA receive a majority of their funding from the Legal Services Corp on; a é. ional nonprofit organization that
distributes federally—appropr;ated funds to these and 130 similar programs across t country 0 ther sources of funding inciude
grants, private donations, and court filing fee add-ons appropriated through th istration o‘é ?} 1ce Fund. Arkansas is one
of 18 states that receives no state legislative general revenue fundmg to é{{% o t the provision i il legal aid. In spite of
limited financial resources, CALS and LAA stretch the doliars they recej n mno Vative ways, allowfng m to help about

15,000 clients each year with a combined staff of only 64 attorneys st t bwide.

» CALS and LAA also pariner together to provide free, easy- -to-us d!: online fo that the public can u g ﬁul cases, as
well as legal information that helps people understand their rlghts The % gener § ggearly one million p vmws each
year and saves Arkansans over $3.4 million. In addition to services provn S andLAA staff attornes s, 1,440 attorneys
volunteered to take pro bono cases for legal aid clients in 2014, providing se § ith a value of more than $1.72 million.

* In 2014, the Clinton School of Public Service complgted a study that exammecg o Gosts and benefits associated with the
provision of civil legal aid in Arkansas. Its conclusion
circuit judges, interviews of legal aid attorneys, and inte: B E}g}f servwes or more extended
legal representation. The study found that these two prog : J;é d % 4 million wo .ﬁgl egal services fo Arkansans in
2013. Legal aid attorneys won almost $2 million in financig] recoveries ir chents a d helped them avoid $8.6 million in
potential losses. The combined cost to provide these service§iwas $5 9 uu aﬁto account the multiplier effect of the
dollars that legal aid puts into the Ari] iaf economy throughigc E gles and ary and benefits paid to legal aid staff,
CALS and LAA generated an adldzm n gﬁﬁ million in economigiactivity w1th1 e state in 2013,

§

% a result of legal inferventions that prevented domestic violence, declining

}5 ients who recewe

w.c:m*crg
s
- a
a
o
=
=
=.
5
g
8‘
*

!

» The study also identified sayings to-the

housing values caused by ﬁqg : qures decregsgs in aggregate housghold consumption, and costs of out-of-state private legal
document preparatlon sefvicesitl ase savmg ta]ed $14.5 million’ ﬁpéﬂ; in total, civil legal aid generated over $25 million in
economic activity in Arkansas for a4 iiﬂ llar spent on 1 al aid, there was a $4.32 return on investment.

Update on sqﬁi Al ‘?ﬁ firs? Offic
Ms. Andre ea Arka :
of juven
led heé{n
c]osely 1
be handled i

dmg uve;n{i¥ g{fh{ ake and Probation Officers (Exhlblt H)

{ oke on reimbursing counties for a portion of the previous year’s salaries

_ said reimbursements have not been handled correctly in the past which
ithe Attorn éneral s Office for clarification. The Auditor’s office has. worked

msas Couy 1es in educating county officials to make sure the reimbursements will

. In order to ensure that reimbursements are executed properly, Ms. Lea made

“%wm" (‘D"-‘;“:

+ Consider providf -
overpaid;
« Repeal Act 460 of 199 z\g{éf et AOC take over reimbursement of intake and probation officers. During the last
legislative session, AOC¥ a‘ezved additional positions to handle payroll duties, so they should have sufficient staff to
handle juvenile intake ano?7 probation officers; and

, if necessary, becaunse of the shortfall that counties are getting: some were

+ Amend existing law to clarify reimbursement procedures.

Closing Remarks

Mr. Chuck Goldner, Chair, Arkansas Access to Justice Commission, thanked everyone for coming and asked for
their continued support. He said that in order to better serve the public, there needs to be an increased and stable
source of funding and asked that the state of Arkansas join other states in supporting Access to Justice.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.



