
 

Notice:  Silence your cell phones.  Keep your personal conversations to a minimum.  Observe restrictions 

designating areas as 'Members and Staff Only'. 

 AGENDA 
 Senate Committee on Public Health, Welfare, and Labor 

 
 Wednesday, February 13, 2019 
 10:00 AM 
 Room 272, State Capitol 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
Sen. Missy Irvin, Chair  Sen. Jimmy Hickey, Jr 
Sen. David Wallace, Vice-Chair  Sen. Bart Hester 
Sen. Bill Sample  Sen. Scott Flippo 
Sen. Ronald Caldwell  Sen. Kim Hammer 

 
  

Discussion of the Background of Scope of Practice Bills 
          Joe Thompson, MD, MPH, President & CEO, Arkansas Center for Health Improvement (ACHI) 
 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB2 T. Garner TO CREATE THE DOWN SYNDROME DISCRIMINATION BY ABORTION 
PROHIBITION ACT. 

SB3 T. Garner TO REQUIRE ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS BY CERTAIN 
PHYSICIANS AND HEALTHCARE FACILITIES FOR ABORTION COMPLICATIONS. 

SB171 J. Cooper TO CREATE THE OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING SUNRISE AND SUNSET ACT OF 
2019; AND TO ESTABLISH A REVIEW PROCESS FOR OCCUPATIONAL 
LICENSURE AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING ENTITIES. 

SB172 G. Leding TO AMEND THE LAWS REGARDING SOCIAL WORK LICENSING; TO CLARIFY 
THE LICENSING EXEMPTION FOR STUDENTS; AND TO CHANGE THE TERM 
"RECIPROCITY" TO "ENDORSEMENT". 

SB175 J. Cooper TO REQUIRE DISCRETION IN REVIEWING CERTAIN FACTORS BEFORE 
DISQUALIFYING AN APPLICANT FOR OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE; AND TO 
AUTHORIZE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS BEFORE APPLYING FOR 
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE. 

SB190 G. Leding TO CREATE THE ARKANSAS GENETIC COUNSELOR LICENSURE ACT. 

SB192 Irvin TO ESTABLISH THE ARKANSAS COUNCIL OF HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS 
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

SB221 K. Hammer TO CREATE THE AL HUNT ACT; AND TO MODERNIZE THE PROVISIONS WITHIN 
THE ARKANSAS CODE TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO THE TERMS "MENTAL 
RETARDATION" AND "MENTALLY RETARDED". 

HB1176 Pilkington TO ESTABLISH ARKANSAS STANDARDS FOR HUMAN BREAST MILK; AND TO 
ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN BREAST MILK DEPOSITORIES 
AND BANKS IN ARKANSAS. 

SB264 T. Garner TO CREATE THE FRESH START ACT OF 2019; AND TO HELP INDIVIDUALS WITH 
CRIMINAL RECORDS REENTER AND MOVE TO THE WORKFORCE AND STAY 
OUT OF PRISON; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB269 Bledsoe TO UPDATE REFERENCES TO THE ACCREDITATION ORGANIZATION RELATED 
TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. 

SB270 Bledsoe TO EXTEND THE REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR A SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST. 
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SB271 Bledsoe TO UPDATE REFERENCES TO AN ACCREDITATION ORGANIZATION RELATED 
TO OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY. 

SB272 Bledsoe TO REPEAL AN OBSOLETE LAW REGARDING THE RECORDING OF A 
CERTIFICATE BEFORE PRACTICING MEDICINE. 

SB273 Bledsoe TO CLARIFY THAT AN EXPERT WITNESS ACTING ON BEHALF OF A BOARD OF 
ANY PROFESSION OR OCCUPATION CLASSIFIED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS AS A PROFESSION OF THE HEALING ARTS HAS 
IMMUNITY; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB274 Bledsoe TO ADD FELLOWSHIP AS A METHOD FOR A FOREIGN GRADUATE TO OBTAIN A 
LICENSE TO PRACTICE MEDICINE; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB275 Bledsoe TO CLARIFY LAW REGARDING OUT-OF-STATE PHYSICIANS WHO PRACTICE 
PATIENT CARE SERVICES INITIATED IN THIS STATE THROUGH THE USE OF 
ANY MEDIUM. 

HB1296 McCollum TO CREATE THE KEEP ARKANSANS WORKING ACT OF 2019; AND TO ENSURE 
THAT DEFAULT OR DELINQUENT STUDENT LOANS OR SCHOLARSHIPS DO 
NOT RESULT IN SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A LICENSE. 

SB278 G. 
Stubblefield 

TO AMEND LAWS CONCERNING ABORTION FACILITIES AND ABORTION 
REPORTING; TO AMEND THE BORN-ALIVE INFANT PROTECTION LAWS; AND 
TO REQUIRE AN ADDITIONAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT UNDER THE WOMAN'S 
RIGHT-TO-KNOW ACT. 

HB1285 M. Davis TO REMOVE OBSOLETE LANGUAGE REGARDING THE STAGGERING OF TERMS 
FOR A MEMBER OF THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 

HB1286 M. Davis TO REPEAL AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF 
PHARMACY. 

HB1287 M. Davis TO ABOLISH THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR HOSPITAL PHARMACIES. 

HB1362 L. Fite TO AMEND THE LAW REGARDING THE DUTIES OF THE COMPLIANCE 
ADVISORY PANEL AND THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY RELATED TO EXTRA-LARGE TIRES; AND TO TRANSFER MONEYS 
INTO THE USED TIRE RECYCLING FUND. 

HB1365 M. Gray TO ENSURE THAT LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND PERSONNEL ARE 
PROTECTED FROM LIFE-THREATENING DISEASES; TO AMEND THE HIV SHIELD 
LAW TO INCLUDE PROTECTION FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND 
PERSONNEL AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE WORKERS. 

SB294 K. Hammer TO CLARIFY THAT CERTAIN ENTITIES ARE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL DATA UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES 
LAW. 

SB295 K. Hammer TO PROMOTE THE COLLECTION OF LABOR MARKET DATA; AND TO REQUIRE 
EMPLOYERS TO PARTICIPATE IN SURVEYS CONDUCTED BY THE BUREAU OF 
LABOR STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 

SB296 K. Hammer TO ESTABLISH A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK POLICY FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES; AND TO DECLARE AN 
EMERGENCY. 

SB297 K. Hammer TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE 
SERVICES SPECIAL FUND. 

SB298 K. Hammer TO AMEND THE TAXABLE WAGE BASE UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF 
WORKFORCE SERVICES LAW. 

SB299 K. Hammer TO AMEND THE LAW REGARDING DISQUALIFICATION UNDER THE 
DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES LAW; AND TO AMEND CERTAIN 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE 
SERVICES LAW. 
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SB300 K. Hammer TO MODIFY THE DATE OF RETENTION OF THE STABILIZATION TAX SET ASIDE 
UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES LAW; AND TO 
DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB301 K. Hammer TO AMEND LAWS CONCERNING CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR 
NURSING LICENSURE. 

SB302 K. Hammer TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PENALTY 
ASSESSED ON FRAUDULENT OVERPAYMENTS AND CREDITED TO THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION FUND. 

SB303 K. Hammer TO CLARIFY THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO REPORT UNDER THE 
DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE SERVICES LAW. 

HCR1003 Boyd TO ENCOURAGE CONTINUED COLLABORATION AMONG HEALTHCARE 
PROVIDERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT, EDUCATORS, PUBLIC OFFICIALS, AND THE 
ARKANSAS COMMUNITY IN BATTLING THE ABUSE OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 
IN ARKANSAS. 

SB288 A. Clark TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING CHILD MALTREATMENT INVESTIGATION 
TIME FRAMES; AND TO CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A CHILD 
MALTREATMENT INVESTIGATION. 

 
 

Consideration of SCOPE OF PRACTICE Bills Will Begin the Week of February 18, 2019 
 

 SCOPE OF PRACTICE BILLS 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB164 J. Cooper TO AMEND THE LICENSURE OF CERTAIN PROFESSIONS LICENSED BY THE 
ARKANSAS BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN COUNSELING. 

SB165 J. Cooper TO REPEAL LICENSURE FOR PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIAN NURSES. 

SB178 T. Garner TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT. 

SB184 G. 
Stubblefield 

TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE 
ANESTHETISTS BY REMOVING SUPERVISION REQUIREMENTS. 

SB189 D. Wallace TO REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT FOR A MANDATORY COLLABORATIVE 
PRACTICE AGREEMENT FOR AN ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE 
TO HAVE PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY. 

 
 
 DEFERRED BILLS 
Number Sponsor Subtitle 

SB16 J. Cooper TO AMEND THE RABIES CONTROL ACT REGARDING VACCINATIONS AGAINST 
RABIES FOR ANIMALS. 

SB115 B. Ballinger TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS TO THE MINIMUM WAGE LAW; TO AMEND THE LAW 
IMPACTING INITIATED ACT 5 OF 2018; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY. 

SB157 B. Ballinger TO REPEAL LICENSURE FOR ELECTROLOGISTS. 

HB1177 S. Meeks CONCERNING MICROCHIP IMPLANTATION OF EMPLOYEES.  
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