AGENDA (Revised 3/5/25 @ 1:00PM)
Moved Bills to Deferred Bills and Added Bills to Regular Agenda
Senate Committee on Public Health, Welfare, and Labor

Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Upon Adjournment of Senate
Room 272, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas

Sen. Missy Irvin, Chair Sen. Greg Leding
Sen. Dave Wallace, Vice-Chair Sen. Clint Penzo
Sen. Scott Flippo Sen. John Payton
Sen. Ricky Hill Sen. Fredrick J. Love
REGULAR AGENDA
Number Sponsor Subtitle
SB264 Irvin TO ESTABLISH THE ARKANSAS PRIMARY CARE PAYMENT IMPROVEMENT
WORKING GROUP.
SB278 J. English TO REPEAL THE STATUTES CONCERNING THE OCCUPATIONAL

AUTHORIZATION AND LICENSURE OF CERTAIN EMPLOYMENT OFFICES AND
AGENCIES; AND TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT AGENCY
ACT OF 1975.

SB279 Irvin TO ASSIST THE DIVISION OF LABOR WITH ENFORCING THE FAIR AND PROMPT
PAYMENT OF WAGES TO ARKANSAS CITIZENS; AND TO CLARIFY THE MANNER
IN WHICH WAGE AND HOUR COMPLAINTS ARE INVESTIGATED.

SB117 C. Penzo TO CREATE THE NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN PRACTICE ACT; TO PROVIDE FOR
LICENSURE OF NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS IN ARKANSAS; AND TO CREATE
THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF NATUROPATHY.

HB1251 L. Johnson TO ESTABLISH THE ARKANSAS ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANT ACT; AND TO
PROVIDE FOR LICENSURE OF ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS.

SB285 J. Payton TO MODIFY THE COMPENSATION RESTRICTIONS UNDER THE WORKERS'
COMPENSATION LAW THAT RESULTED FROM INITIATED ACT 4 OF 1948.

SB286 J. Payton TO ALLOW ADDITIONAL WAGE LOSS BENEFITS IN ADDITION TO SCHEDULED

INJURY PAYMENTS UNDER THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION LAW THAT
RESULTED FROM INITIATED MEASURE 1948, NO. 4.

SB287 J. Payton TO MODIFY CERTAIN ATTORNEY FEES FOR CONTROVERTED MEDICAL
EXPENSES, APPEALS, AND CHANGES OF PHYSICIANS UNDER THE WORKERS'
COMPENSATION LAW THAT RESULTED FROM INITIATED MEASURE 1948, NO. 4.

SB288 J. Payton TO MODIFY A PHYSICIAN CHANGE UNDER THE WORKERS' COMPENSATION
LAW THAT RESULTED FROM INITIATED MEASURE 1948, NO. 4.

SCOPE OF PRACTICE BILLS

Number Sponsor Subtitle

HB1131 Pilkington TO AUTHORIZE AN ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSE TO DELEGATE
CERTAIN TASKS TO MEDICAL ASSISTANTS AND OTHER UNLICENSED STAFF.
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB264.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB278.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB279.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB117.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1251.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB285.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB286.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB287.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB288.pdf
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HB1257

HB1258

L. Johnson

L. Johnson

L. Johnson

TO AUTHORIZE A LICENSED PSYCHOLOGICAL PRACTITIONER TO PRACTICE
INDEPENDENTLY IN THIS STATE; AND TO REMOVE THE INDEPENDENT
PRACTICE PRIVILEGES FROM PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINERS.

TO REMOVE THE LIMITATION OF THE PRACTICE OF NEUROPSYCHOLOGY
FROM TECHNICIANS EMPLOYED BY PSYCHOLOGISTS; AND TO ALLOW
PSYCHOLOGY TECHNICIANS TO BE EMPLOYED BY PSYCHOLOGISTS.

TO CREATE THE COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER ACT; AND TO ESTABLISH A
STATEWIDE CERTIFICATION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS.

Number

SB235
SB238
SB255

Sponsor

C. Penzo

B. Davis

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

B. Davis

J. Scott

Vaught

Ladyman

J. Boyd

J. Payton

C. Penzo

DEFERRED BILLS

Subtitle

TO REPEAL THE STATEWIDE FLUORIDATION PROGRAM; AND TO REMOVE THE
MANDATE FOR WATER SYSTEMS TO MAINTAIN A FLUORIDE CONTENT.

TO CREATE THE MAKE ARKANSAS HEALTHY AGAIN ACT; AND TO PROHIBIT
MANUFACTURING, SELLING, DELIVERING, DISTRIBUTING, HOLDING, OR
OFFERING FOR SALE A FOOD PRODUCT THAT CONTAINS CERTAIN
SUBSTANCES.

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT; AND TO CLARIFY THE
DEFINITION OF "ATHLETE" WITHIN THE ARKANSAS ATHLETIC TRAINERS ACT.

TO AUTHORIZE CERTIFIED NURSE AIDES OR CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
WHO PROVIDE IN-HOME SERVICES TO BENEFICIARIES IN THE ARKANSAS
MEDICAID PROGRAM TO PERFORM ADDITIONAL CARE AND DUTIES.

TO REQUIRE LICENSURE FOR ALL PRIVATE CARE AGENCIES IN THIS STATE;
AND TO ENSURE CONSUMER PROTECTION FOR VULNERABLE AGING ADULTS.

TO AMEND THE AUTOMATIC OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE FOR OUT-OF-STATE
LICENSURE ACT; TO APPLY THE AUTOMATIC OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE FOR
OUT-OF-STATE LICENSURE ACT TO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.

TO AMEND THE AUTOMATIC OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE FOR OUT-OF-STATE
LICENSURE ACT; TO APPLY THE AUTOMATIC OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE FOR
OUT-OF-STATE LICENSURE ACT TO PHYSICIANS.

TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO REQUEST A WAIVER
TO EXCLUDE CANDY AND SOFT DRINKS FROM ELIGIBLE FOODS UNDER THE
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

TO PROHIBIT RISK-BASED PROVIDER ORGANIZATIONS FROM USING CERTAIN
TYPES OF CONTRACTING PRACTICES WHEN CONTRACTING WITH
PROVIDERS; TO AMEND THE MEDICAID PROVIDER-LED ORGANIZED CARE ACT;
AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

TO REQUIRE THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM TO PROVIDE A CATEGORY
FOR BENEFICIARIES WITH SICKLE CELL DISEASE.

TO CREATE THE PAIN RELIEF PARITY ACT; AND TO REQUIRE PAIN RELIEF
PARITY IN THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM.

TO REQUIRE CERTAIN REPORTING BY THE DESIGNATED PROTECTION AND
ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR THE STATE AND THE DESIGNATED CLIENT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE STATE.

TO CREATE THE VOLUNTARY PORTABLE BENEFIT ACCOUNT ACT.
TO AMEND THE USED TIRE RECYCLING AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT.

TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "DRUG" WITHIN THE FOOD, DRUG, AND
COSMETIC ACT; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1254.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1257.pdf
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB225.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1186.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1382.pdf
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB238.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB255.pdf

SB262

SB269

SB273
SB306

HB1171

HB1291

HB1440

HB1454

HB1537

SB347

L. Johnson

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

D. Wallace

C. Penzo

C. Penzo

Stone

K. Moore

Wing

Pilkington

Ladyman

Bentley

Bentley

Rose

L. Johnson

Ladyman

C. Penzo

TO MODIFY THE SIGNATURE AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCED PRACTICE
REGISTERED NURSES AND PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS; AND TO CLARIFY THAT
DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT INCLUDES DIABETIC SHOES AND SHOE
INSERTS.

TO AMEND THE CORPORATE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE DOCTRINE; AND TO
AUTHORIZE A LICENSED MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL WHO OWNS A MEDICAL
CORPORATION TO MAINTAIN OWNERSHIP UPON AN INACTIVE LICENSE OR
RETIREMENT.

TO AMEND THE REQUIREMENTS REGARDING LOCATIONS FOR AND
GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF A HOSPICE AGENCY.

TO REQUIRE DIALYSIS CENTERS TO HAVE A BACKUP GENERATOR ON SITE.

TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES TO APPLY FOR A HOME-
AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES WAIVER FOR THE AGING AND ELDERLY
POPULATION IN THIS STATE.

TO CREATE THE END ORGAN AND GENOMIC HARVESTING ACT; TO PROHIBIT
COVERAGE OF CERTAIN HUMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANT OR POST-TRANSPLANT
CARE; AND TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN GENETIC SEQUENCERS AND GENETIC
ANALYSIS TECHNOLOGIES.

TO REMOVE THE MORATORIUM ON THE CONSTRUCTION OR ADDITION OF ANY
ADDITIONAL BEDS WITHIN PSYCHIATRIC RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT
FACILITIES.

TO MODIFY THE MEDICAID PROVIDER-LED ORGANIZED CARE ACT; AND TO
AUTHORIZE AN ABBREVIATED INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT FOR CERTAIN
BENEFICIARIES ENROLLED IN A RISK-BASED PROVIDER ORGANIZATION.

TO EXCLUDE CERTAIN MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL PLAYERS FROM THE
DEFINITION OF "EMPLOYEE" UNDER THE MINIMUM WAGE ACT OF THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS IMPACTING THE LAW RESULTING FROM INITIATED ACT 5 OF
2018.

TO AMEND THE ARKANSAS HEALTH AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ME ACT OF 2021
TO ALLOW NONHOSPITAL ENTITIES TO BE COMMUNITY BRIDGE
ORGANIZATIONS.

TO REMOVE THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES FROM LICENSURE AS A PRIVATE CARE AGENCY.

TO AMEND THE MASSAGE THERAPY ACT; AND TO ESTABLISH REGISTRATION
FOR MASSAGE THERAPY ESTABLISHMENTS.

TO AMEND THE LAWS CONCERNING CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS CHECKS
FOR EMPLOYEES OF SERVICE PROVIDERS; TO ALLOW THIRD-PARTY
EMPLOYEE EVALUATION SERVICES TO PERFORM CRIMINAL HISTORY
RECORDS CHECKS; AND TO INCLUDE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS.

TO AMEND THE STATE KIDNEY DISEASE COMMISSION TO BE AN ADVISORY
COUNCIL TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "CREDENTIALING INFORMATION" WHEN THE
ARKANSAS STATE MEDICAL BOARD IS PROVIDING INFORMATION TO
CREDENTIALING ORGANIZATIONS.

TO REPEAL THE LOCATION ACT FOR COMMUNITY HOMES FOR INDIVIDUALS
WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

TO REQUIRE THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM TO INCREASE
REIMBURSEMENT RATES FOR CERTAIN DENTAL SERVICES AND TO SET AN
ANNUAL REIMBURSEMENT CAP FOR ADULT DENTAL SERVICES.
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1167.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB262.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB269.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB273.pdf
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FSB312.pdf
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https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1458.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2025R%2FPublic%2FHB1537.pdf
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SB348

HB1428

HB1523

HB1442

HB1471

SB367

C. Penzo

Steimel

Vaught

Achor

Wooldridge

Irvin

J. Scott

TO AMEND THE ANNUAL CAP FOR DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY SERVICES
WITHIN THE ARKANSAS MEDICAID PROGRAM; AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY.

TO AMEND THE LAW REGARDING PUBLIC LODGING; AND TO PROVIDE A BED
HEIGHT REQUIREMENT FOR MOBILITY ACCESSIBLE ROOMS.

CONCERNING MISSING PERSONS ALERTS; TO CODIFY THE ARKANSAS AMBER
ALERT SYSTEM; TO CODIFY THE ARKANSAS SILVER ALERT SYSTEM; AND TO
CREATE THE ARKANSAS PURPLE ALERT SYSTEM.

TO SET RESTRICTIONS ON PHARMACY CONTRACTING AND CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST; AND TO ESTABLISH PHARMACEUTICAL PATIENT FREEDOM OF
CHOICE.

TO AMEND THE EXPIRATION DATE OF ALL LICENSES OF THE BOARD OF
EXAMINERS IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND AUDIOLOGY.

TO REPEAL THE SMALL BUSINESS REVOLVING LOAN FUND FOR POLLUTION
CONTROL AND PREVENTION TECHNOLOGIES ACT; AND TO REPEAL THE SMALL
BUSINESS REVOLVING LOAN FUND.

TO ESTABLISH A STANDARDIZED SYSTEM TO AID IN THE SEARCH OF MISSING
CHILDREN WHO DO NOT MEET THE CRITERIA FOR ACTIVATION OF THE
ARKANSAS AMBER ALERT SYSTEM.
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