
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES 

SUBJECT:  Living Choices Assisted Living Facility Waiver Renewal; LCAL 2-20 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

CMS approves HCBS waivers for a period of 5 years. The Living Choices Assisted 
Living waiver expired 1/31/2021 and is currently operating under a temporary extension. 
This extension will allow DHS to align the waiver start date with the beginning of the 
state’s fiscal year.  

Rule Summary 

With this renewal cycle, the roles and responsibilities of the operating agencies (DMS, 
DAABHS, DPSQA, and DCO) are clarified.  In addition, the appeals process is changing 
to an automatic continuation of benefits during the appeal process unless the waiver 
beneficiary opts out.  Rates for services are being updated for the next 5 years.  The 
Provisional Service Plan option is being removed.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: A public hearing was held on this rule on April 16, 2021.  The 
public comment period expired on May 13, 2021.  The agency indicated that it received 
no public comments. 

The proposed effective date is July 1, 2021. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule does not have a financial 
impact. 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 
responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 
authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid).  See Ark. 
Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 
rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties.  Ark. Code 
Ann. § 20-76-201(12).  The Department and its divisions also have the authority to 
promulgate rules as necessary to conform their programs to federal law and receive 
federal funding.  Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b).   

EXHIBIT N




















	Exhibit N- Summary
	Exhibit N- Living Choices Assisted Living Facility Waiver Renewal



