
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, DIVISION OF PROVIDER SERVICES & 

QUALITY ASSURANCE  

SUBJECT:  In-Home Caregiver Background Checks 

DESCRIPTION: 

Statement of Necessity 

Act 717 passed during the Arkansas General Assembly of 2021 requires and clarifies 

registry records checks and criminal background checks of caregivers and applicants to 

become a caregiver, including without limitation the Child Maltreatment Central Registry 

and the Adult and Long-Term Care Facility Resident Maltreatment Central Registry. 

Rule Summary 

Section 260.420 of the Independent Choices provider manual is revised consistent with 

Act 717’s clarifications of registry checks and criminal background checks. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public hearing was held on this proposed rule.  The public 

comment period expired on April 9, 2022.  The agency indicated that it received no 

public comments. 

The proposed effective date is June 1, 2022. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule has no financial impact. 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The Department of Human Services has the 

responsibility to administer assigned forms of public assistance and is specifically 

authorized to maintain an indigent medical care program (Arkansas Medicaid).  See Ark. 

Code Ann. §§ 20-76-201(1), 20-77-107(a)(1).  The Department has the authority to make 

rules that are necessary or desirable to carry out its public assistance duties.  Ark. Code 

Ann. § 20-76-201(12).  The Department and its divisions also have the authority to 

promulgate rules as necessary to conform their programs to federal law and receive 

federal funding.  Ark. Code Ann. § 25-10-129(b). 

This rule implements Act 717 of 2021.  The Act, sponsored by Representative Josh 

Miller, required in-home caregivers for Medicaid beneficiaries to pass registry records 

checks in order to be paid with Medicaid funds and clarified requirements for registry 

records checks and criminal background checks for in-home caregivers of Medicaid 

beneficiaries. 
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