
1 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, ARKANSAS KIDNEY DISEASE COMMISSION 

SUBJECT:  Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission Rules 

DESCRIPTION:  The agency provided the following rule summary: 

The Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission (“AKDC”) is initiating the process for the 

revision of the Arkansas Kidney Disease Commission Rules.  The following revisions are 

being proposed: 

In accordance with Act 910 of 2019, language will be added to the Authority section of 

the rules stating that the Secretary of the Arkansas Department of Health is the disbursing 

officer of funds appropriated by the Arkansas General Assembly and any other funds 

made available to the Commission. 

A residency requirement has been added to the eligibility requirements of applicants who 

wish to participate in the Commission’s programs.  In addition, financial eligibility of 

individuals who wish to participate will now be limited to those whose annual income 

does not exceed 250% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) percentage for the year in 

which they are applying for assistance. 

If an Applicant has insurance coverage, they must provide proof of that coverage.  

Applicants shall be required to apply and provide evidence of acceptance/denial from all 

applicable pharmaceutical company patient assistance programs.  This is to ensure that 

the AKDC will only be the payor of last resort. 

The revisions also create a formulary that will include nutritional supplements designed 

for kidney dialysis patients. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  A public hearing was held on this rule on March 2, 2022.  The 

public comment period expired on March 1, 2022.  The agency indicated that it received 

no public comments. 

Lacey Johnson, an attorney with the Bureau of Legislative Research, asked the following 

questions and received the following responses: 

1. Is there a specific statute the Commission is relying on for the new provision

regarding ad hoc committees (page 5)?  RESPONSE:  Not specific authority but 

ADH/AKDC thought it inherent in its powers and duties especially since the issues 

before the commission relate to medical issues and require applicable medical expertise 

e.g., development of the formulary and issues surrounding dialysis.

2. Will the “Appendix A Formulary” text at the end of the rule be a hyperlink in the final

rule?  RESPONSE:  No hyperlink—it is in the CLEAN proposed final rule, but not in 

MARK-up.  Will send revised MARK-Up rule. 
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The proposed effective date is pending legislative review and approval. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule has no financial impact. 

 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The State Kidney Disease Commission has authority to 

establish a program to assist persons suffering from acute or chronic renal failure and to 

develop standards for determining eligibility for financial assistance.  Ark. Code Ann. 

§ 20-15-603(a)(1)-(2). 
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