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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

SUBJECT:  Rules Pertaining to Radiologic Technology Licensure 

DESCRIPTION:  The Rules Pertaining to Radiologic Technology Licensure are duly 

adopted and promulgated by the Arkansas Board of Health pursuant to the authority 

expressly conferred by the laws of the State of Arkansas including, without limitation, the 

Consumer-Patient Radiation Health and Safety Act, specifically Ark. Code Ann. § 17-

106-101 et seq. 

The Radiation Control Section of the Department licenses individuals who apply ionizing 

radiation to humans for medical purposes.  This involves the use of x-ray equipment and 

nuclear medicine procedures. 

The Section licenses radiologic technologists with national professional credentials and 

medical staff who have passed national examinations allowing them to take limited 

radiographs. 

During the 2021 Legislative Session, four (4) Acts required Radiologic Technology 

Licensure rule revision.  These are: 

• Act 135 – Modification for the automatic licensure requirements for uniformed service

members 

• Act 725 – Provision of waiver of initial fees associated with professional and

occupational license 

• Act 746 – Allows for licensing of individuals who fulfill the requirements to practice an

occupations or profession and hold a Work Permit. 

• Act 811 – “Earn to Learn” allows individuals to work and earn a paycheck while also

fulfilling licensing requirements. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No public hearing was held on this proposed rule.  The public 

comment period expired on March 21, 2022.  The agency provided the following public 

comment summary: 

Commenter’s Name:  Crystal Vigue 

COMMENT: I received the notice of proposed adoption of revisions and would like to 

comment. 

I have been an RT for almost 10 years and have actively worked in my field. First I 

would like to comment on ACT 725 of 2021, I feel it is unfair to offer Fee Waiver to a 

select group. Many of us have paid our Fees even in financial hardship, I speak from 

personal experience. My personal opinion on the other ACTs listed in the Notice I 
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received are also of concern to me personally. If we are giving work permits and handing 

out LT Licenses that hurt those of us that are RTs, if I decided to look for work elsewhere 

it will become hard for me to find work when they can hire LTs at a smaller pay scale. I 

went to school for 4 years and hold my AR state Licensure and an ARRT. Thank you for 

your time and consideration. 

 

RESPONSE: The amendments to the Rules for Radiologic Technical Licensure are 

required by the Arkansas Legislature under Acts 725 of 2021 (“Workforce Expansion Act 

of 2021” for the fee waiver program), 135 of 2021 (“Arkansas Occupational Licensing of 

Uniformed Service Members, Veterans, and Spouses Act of 2021”), and 811 of 2021 

(“Earn and Learn Act”) and taken directly from the law. 

 

Commenter’s Name: Maureen Sandoval 

 

COMMENT: I do not agree with ACT 725 of 2021, ACT 746 of 2021 and ACT 811 of 

2021. You should not have you license fee waived if you are on government assistant. 

[sic] And I definitely do not agree that if you finish an approved apprenticeship than you 

get a license. You should have to take a test. I feel like it will be handed out to [sic] 

easily. 

 

RESPONSE: Legislature under Acts 725 of 2021 (“Workforce Expansion Act of 2021”), 

746 of 2021 (granting licensure for persons with work permits), and 811 of 2021 (“Earn 

and Learn Act”) and taken directly from the law. 

 

Specifically, under Act 811 of 2021, once an individual completes an apprenticeship 

program that has been approved by the United States Office of Apprenticeship or the 

Arkansas Department of Workforce Services and the individual completes the other 

requirements (including examinations, fees, background checks, if applicable), then the 

individual is eligible for a license under the Rules. 

 

Commenter’s Name: Becky Roberts 

 

COMMENT: RE: ACT 811 of 2021 

 

I think it would be beneficial to have licensees complete a radiologic apprenticeship 

program if they are to be licensed. I do not agree with someone being able to be limited 

licensed and falling under a physician’s license only. The person needs to have proper 

training that a physician is normally not able to provide for them. Just because the state 

says a physician can do an X-ray does not mean they know how to position, set a good 

technic, and not overexpose patients. I think the state is more concerned with payments of 

licenses than the individual being knowledgeable about the field. I am old enough to 

remember when the state implemented the licensure for us. At the time. I recall it was 

supposed to be for our job security and to have people that are educationally trained 

performing X-rays, but it has turned into an avenue for revenue for the state. In the real 

world, there are individuals that should not be performing X-rays because they are not 

trained appropriately but have a “license”. This is especially true at clinical sites. Bone 
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Densitometry is another example of this. Employers just want a body to do the exams and 

generally do not care if someone actually knows the appropriate way of performing the 

exams or has any training. Bone Density is very precise and should be performed 

according to ISCD protocols but yet almost anyone can do these according to the state. 

This lack of training with a limited license also interferes with our job security as RT’s. 

 

RESPONSE: The amendments to the Rules for Radiologic Technical Licensure are 

required by the Arkansas Legislature under Acts 725 of 2021 (“Workforce Expansion Act 

of 2021”), 746 of 2021 (granting licensure for persons with work permits), and 811 of 

2021 (“Earn and Learn Act”) and taken directly from the law. 

 

Specifically, under Act 811 of 2021, once an individual completes an apprenticeship 

program that has been approved by the United States Office of Apprenticeship or the 

Arkansas Department of Workforce Services and the individual completes the other 

requirements (including examinations, fees, background checks, if applicable), then the 

individual is eligible for a license under the Rules. 

 

With regard to your concerns for limited scope licensure on bone densitometry or other 

exemptions to the licensure requirements for licensed practitioners, the State Medical 

Board, State Board of Dental Examiners, State Board of Chiropractic Examiners, State 

Board of Podiatric Medicine, and related medical professional boards regulate the scope 

of practice and training requirements for applying ionizing radiation or administer 

radiopharmaceuticals. The State Board of Health and the Arkansas Department of Health 

do not regulate the practice of medicine. 

 

The proposed effective date is June 1, 2022. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The agency indicated that this rule has no financial impact. 

 

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  LEGAL AUTHORIZATION:  The State Board of 

Health has authority to “[a]dopt standards for applicants wishing to take the licensing 

examination” necessary to obtain a radiologic technology license.  Ark. Code Ann. §§ 17-

106-105, -107.  The Board has authority to promulgate rules “as may be necessary” to 

carry out its duties under the Arkansas Consumer-Patient Radiation Health and Safety 

Act.  Ark. Code Ann. § 17-106-105(a)(1)(D).  This rule implements Acts 135, 725, 746, 

and 811 of 2021. 

 

Act 135, sponsored by Senator Ricky Hill, established the Arkansas Occupational 

Licensing of Uniformed Service Members, Veterans, and Spouses Act of 2021.  Under 

the Act, “[a]n occupational licensing entity shall grant automatic occupational licensure 

to” certain specified individuals.  See Ark. Code Ann. § 17-4-105, as created by Act 135. 

 

Act 725, sponsored by Senator Ben Gilmore, created the Workforce Expansion Act of 

2021 and required waiver of initial occupational and professional licensure fees for 

certain individuals.  The Act required licensing entities to promulgate rules as necessary 

for the Act’s implementation.  See Ark. Code Ann. § 17-5-105(2). 
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Act 746, sponsored by Representative Clint Penzo, authorized occupational or 

professional licensure for certain individuals holding federal work permits.  Temporary 

language contained within Act 746 required all occupational or professional licensing 

entities to promulgate rules necessary to implement the Act.  See Act 746, § 2(a). 

 

Act 811, sponsored by Representative Joshua Bryant, created the Earn and Learn Act and 

allowed individuals to work and earn a paycheck while also fulfilling licensing 

requirements and gaining the skills to fill the needs of an expanding workforce.  

Temporary language contained within Act 811 required all licensing entities affected by 

the Act to promulgate rules necessary to implement the Act.  See Act 811, § 2(a). 
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