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June 11, 2020 

The Honorable Asa Hutchinson, Governor           via electronic mail 

State of Arkansas 

State Capitol, Suite 250 

500 Woodlane Street 

Little Rock, Arkansas  72201 

Dear Governor Hutchinson: 

The Arkansas Children’s Hospital, in conjunction with the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, has a 

clinic to diagnose and treat a condition known as Pediatric Acute-onset Neuropsychiatric Syndrome (PANS); 

Pediatric Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorder Associated with Streptococcal infections (PANDAS)—PANS 

PANDAS.  The clinic will serve Arkansas patients from all over the state as well as being the southern region’s 

destination for this diagnosis and treatment.   

The Childhood Post-Infectious Autoimmune Encephalopathy (CPAE) Clinic will need a full-time nurse who will 

be sent to the PACE Foundation in Arizona to be trained specifically to assist patients and the doctors in the PANS 

PANDAS diagnosis. 

We are respectfully requesting your consideration for $175,000 to be released from the Rainy Day Fund to fund 

Section 24 of Act 139 of the 2020 Fiscal Session to accommodate this request.  A letter from G. Richard Smith, 

M.D., Chairman, Department of Psychiatry and Director, Psychiatric Research Institute, University of Arkansas for 

Medical Sciences is attached in support of this request. 

We appreciate your consideration.  

The additional names below are members of the PANS PANDAS Advisory Council which voted at the March 9, 

2020, meeting to support this worthy request.   

Sincerely, 

Senator Kim Hammer, Co-Chairman Representative Les Warren, Co-Chairman 
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