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May 27, 2022 

Mr. Jeff Phillips 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Pope County, Arkansas 
312 W. Main Street 
Russellville, Arkansas 72801 

HAND-DELIVERED 

Dear Mr. Phillips:  

We are writing to you today to bring to your attention a coordinated effort of election and 
petition fraud currently being conducted in Pope County and other areas of the state, designed to 
stamp out the voice of Arkansas voters through means of bribery, intimidation, and other illicit 
actions.  

It has been brought to our attention that an agent of a group calling themselves the 
“Arkansas Tourism Alliance” has recently sought out paid canvassers of a state ballot initiative 
and offered to pay them a certain amount of money in exchange for the canvasser to throw away 
their petitions and quit working. See attached hereto a legally obtained one-party consent audio 
recording of one such incident which occurred on May 24, 2022, in Russellville, Arkansas 
(Exhibit A). The individual offering the bribe is one Ms. Kristin Foster. She represents in the 
recording that she works for or is acting in concert with a Mr. David Couch, who is a registered 
officer of the Arkansas Tourism Alliance as evidenced by Arkansas Ethics Commission filings. 
See attached Exhibit 1.  

The Arkansas Supreme Court holds that circulators or canvassers of initiative petitions 
are comparable to elected officials. Sturdy v. Hall, 201 Ark. 38, 143 S.W.2d 547 (Ark. 1940), 
Porter v. McCuen, 310 Ark. 674, 839 S.W.2d 521 (Ark. 1992). The role of a canvasser is a 
position of great consequence and importance as the canvasser is the “sole election officer in 
whose presence the citizen exercises his or her right to sign the petition.” Porter at 522, 677. In 
the same way as an elected official holds a duty of public trust, so does a petition canvasser.  

The actions of the Arkansas Tourism Alliance, through its agents, amount to bribery of an 
elected official to disregard her duty to the citizens she collects signatures from. When a citizen 
signs a circulated petition in favor of a measure being put on the ballot, that citizen has the right 
to expect that her signature is being validly collected, not that a bad actor will have the ability to 
come along later and offer cash bribes, or intimidate the canvasser, in order for her signature to 
be thrown away. This is voter suppression and cannot be tolerated under the laws of our state.  

Further, A.C.A. § 5-55-601(b)(2)(F) provides that petition fraud will be found if a 
canvasser knowingly misrepresents the purpose and effect of the petition or the measure affected, 
for the purpose of causing a person to sign a petition. The agent of the audio recording attached 
hereto expressly relays to the canvasser that he or she can continue to think over her offer 
throughout the week while the canvasser works, but that the deal will be off if the canvasser 
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turns in signatures to the ballot committee at the turn-in day at the end of the week. Ms. Foster 
repeatedly told the canvasser she must throw the signatures away in order to be paid. Ms. Foster 
is clearly encouraging and offering a monetary award for the canvasser to engage in petition 
fraud as defined in Arkansas Code.   

 
Lastly, the actions of the Arkansas Tourism Alliance amount to destruction of property as 

defined by Arkansas Code, which provides that it is unlawful for one to intentionally destroy or 
cause damage to the property of another. The petitions which Ms. Foster is offering a monetary 
reward to destroy are the property of Fair Play for Arkansas and/or its contracted canvassing 
company. 
 

The egregious acts of the Arkansas Tourism Alliance to defraud the citizens of Arkansas 
amount to nothing short of election and petition fraud, bribery and voter intimidation. These 
actions pose a serious risk to the constitutional functions of our state’s petition laws. The public 
interest is best served by your immediate action and investigation into these crimes.  
 
 
       Sincerely,  
 

 
Hans Stiritz  
Officer 
Fair Play for Arkansas – 2022 
an Arkansas Ballot Question Committee 

 
 
 
cc: 
 
Leslie Rutledge  
Arkansas Attorney General  
323 Center Street, Ste. 200 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
24 Shackleford W Blvd 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211 
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