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General Points

• Gun control

• Mental health

– Monday morning quarterbacking

• Limited openings to school, metal detectors

• Police or armed School Resource Officers

• Allowing teachers and staff to carry



Gun Control: Some of the Proposals by 
Stoneman Douglas High School Student

• Ban semi-automatic weapons that fire high-
velocity rounds

– AR-15, military-style weapons

– semi-auto v manually loaded guns

• Require national registration of guns

– Will it help solve crime?

– Not obvious how it is directly related to mass 
public shootings, most of these killers die in the 
attack



• Universal background checks 
– Background checks would not have prevented a single 

mass public shooting in this century 

– 2000 to 2015, states that had universal background 
checks had twice the rate of mass public shootings as 
those that didn’t have that law 

– Costs

• Raise the firearm purchase age to 21
– 65 U.S. mass public shootings since 1998, 11 attacks 

were carried out by people under age 21 – six by 
people who were already too young to legally 
purchase their guns and five where increasing the age 
limit could make a difference. 

– Young people also face threats from crime.

https://www.amazon.com/War-Guns-Yourself-Against-Control/dp/1621575802/ref=pd_sim_14_1?ie=UTF8&dpID=51JsRSJTp9L&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL320_SR214,320_&psc=1&refRID=MESB9GB4Y16Z4M1W112B
https://crimeresearch.org/2018/03/push-ban-guns-21-years-age-share-mass-public-shootings-done-age-21/


Mental Illness
• Of the mass public shootings since 1998, 60 

percent of the killers were seeing psychologists or 
Psychiatrists prior to their attacks.
– Only one was identified as a danger to themselves or 

others: Sutherland Springs church shooting

– Academic literature on inability to identify those who 
are a real danger to others

• Easy to interpret comments or actions as being 
significant in hindsight

• Not all attackers mentally ill

• If you can’t be sure that you can identify all those who 
will attack, what is your 



Police/Armed School Resource 
Officers

• Police are very important in fighting crime

• Strategic advantages of terrorists/mass public 
shooters
– Police/SROs have an almost impossible job:

• But officers become the first targets in these attacks 
– If you are going to have uniformed officers, one has real limits.

• Charlie Hebdo, Orlando, Istanbul nightclub, Red Lake School 
Shooting

• Israel
• Costly

– New Florida law provides almost $500 million to put 
one officer in each of the state’s 4,200 public schools

• Very boring job



Limited Openings/Metal Detectors

• Schools have multiple entrances for a reason

• Single entrance creates it's own safety hazards

– crowded bottlenecks of people that present easy 
targets to attackers 

• Exits that are designed to only open from 
inside the building can be propped open

– Aurora, Colorado Batman Movie Theater 

• Metal detectors won’t stop someone from 
shooting their way into a school 



Allow staff to defend themselves

-- Behavior of Permit Holders

-- Specific concerns about the risks of 
permit holders carrying guns on 
campus

-- Possible benefits of people carrying



Behavior of Permit Holders

• Permit holders are incredibly law abiding

• Now about 17 Million Permit holders

– Revocations of permits for any reason in different 
states at tenths or hundredths of one percent

– Revocations for firearms related violations at 
thousandths or tens of thousandths of one percent



– Texas: Had 1 million permits and there were 108 
permit holders who were convicted of a 
misdemeanor or a felony in 2015.  Revocation rate 
for any reason is about 0.010%.

– Florida: Between 10/1/87 and 5/31/12 - 2.1 
million people got permits. 168 revoked for 
firearms related violations (0.008%), most trivial

– Comparison to Police Officers (Data from Police 
Quarterly for crimes between January 1, 2005 
through December 31, 2007) 



No other group as law-abiding
• Comparing Police to Texas Permit Holders (Texas 

Department of Public Safety)

• Study in Police Quarterly, December 2010
Misdemeanors or 
Felonies

Firearms violations

Police January 1, 
2005 through 
December 31, 2007

0.102% = 
703/683,396 full-
time officers, 
yearly rate

0.017% = 
118/683,396 full-
time officers, Yearly 
rate

Texas Permit holders 
in 2015

0.0102% = 108/1 
million permit 
holders

0.0024% = 24/1 
million permit 
holders

Ratio of Police to 
Texas Permit Holders

10 times 7.08 times



Experience with K-12 Schools Around 
the Country

• Extensive experience
– 20 states that have, to varying degrees, teachers or 

staff carry
• Arkansas (with approval of the superintendent) — February 

26, 2018, Teachers in 20 schools allowed to carry concealed 
handgun

• States with the most extensive teachers and staff carrying.
– Utah, Alabama, New Hampshire

• Texas (with the school’s permission) —172 school districts

• Kansas (with school district approval), Mississippi (with 
school board approval), Missouri (with school board 
approval), Missouri (with school board approval)

– But these legal restrictions didn’t exist in states 
allowing concealed carry before the early 1990s. 



Accidents/Lose Control of guns

• Accidental Discharges by teachers or staff in K-12

– Westbrook Elementary School, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
September, 2014

• Accidental discharges in Firearms training classes

• Seaside High School, California, March 13, 2018

• Glenwood School, Omaha, Nebraska, January 24, 2014

• Stillwater, Oklahoma, April 16, 2013

• Accidental discharges of firearms by police
• George Washington Middle School, Alexandria, Virginia, 

March 13, 2018



Specific Risks at Universities

• Concerns about drinking and irresponsible 
behavior – the behavior of young people in 
general doesn’t necessarily tell you anything 
about the behavior of permit holders

• Not one single example where a permit holder 
who has been allowed to carry on a university 
campus has committed a crime

• Accidents
– 6 accidents Colorado, Idaho, Mississippi, Texas, and 

Utah – none life threatening





Risks of Permit Holders in Stopping 
Mass Public Shootings

• Most common concerns

–Accidentally Shoot Bystanders

–Shot by police

–Yet, if you look at all the mass public 
shootings that have been stopped by 
permit holders, neither type of event 
has actually occurred

• https://tinyurl.com/ycyjr42e



PoliceOne’s Gun Policy & Law 
Enforcement survey was conducted 

between March 4 and March 13, 2013 

• 450,000 members, 380,000 full-time active 
law enforcement, 70,000 retired law 
enforcement

• Officer: 30.5%, Sergeant: 20.4%, Detective: 
9.8%, Lieutenant: 9.0%, Deputy: 7.8%, Chief: 
4.8%, Assistant Chief: 1.6%, Captain: 3.8%, 
Sheriff: 0.7%, Other: 10.5%

• From a representative set of department sizes
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Mass Public Killers 
• Motivated by desire to commit suicide, but they 

want to kill as many as possible so as to obtain 
media attention

• Killers so explicitly pick places where others don’t 
have guns
– Detroit (2/2016 ): ISIS supporter, Khalil Abu-Rayyan

explained his choice of Church target this way: “A lot 
of people go there. Plus people are not allowed to 
carry guns in church. Plus it would make the news. 
Everybody would’ve heard.” 

– Aurora, Colorado
– Charleston
– Santa Barbara
– New Brunswick, Canada
– Going all the way back to the Columbine attack



• Ron Noble, Secretary-General of the International 
Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) from 2000 to 
2014

• Since at least 1950, all but seven public mass 
shootings in America (about 98%) have taken place 
where general citizens are banned from carrying 
guns. 

• Research with Bill Landes at the University of Chicago
– Relative drops in different types of crime
– Israel data 

• Mass Public Shootings around the world (1998 to 
2012)











• If you were being stalked or threatened, 
would you post a sign announcing that your 
home is a gun-free zone? Would you feel 
safer? 

• Victims, not Criminals, obey these signs. In 
fact, to criminals, gun-free zones look like easy 
targets.











• Violence Policy Center
– Claims over 8.75 years from January 2007 through September 

2015 there were 763 deaths caused by permit holders
– 278 of those were supposedly from Michigan, 215 of those are 

suicides
– quadruple counting legitimate self-defense cases as criminal 

murders 
– blaming suicides on permits when the suicides don’t even 

involve guns or outside of home
– Michigan permit holders have a suicide rate 40% lower than rest 

of Michigan adults
– 24 murders and accidents that they claim have occurred up 

through the end of September this year
– Assume that their numbers mean something for a moment.  13 

million permit holders this year either purposefully or 
accidentally killed someone at an annual rate of 2 ten-
thousandths of one percent (0.0002 percent)



Comparing College Age Students to 
the Rest of the Population
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