Arming Teachers: A Dangerous
Proposal
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Very few states
explicitly allow
for the arming of
teachers.



There is NO ¢ Only 9 states have

evidence that laws that are
arming teachers explicitly aimed at
will increase school arming school
safety. personnel.

This year, bills that
would have allowed
guns in schools were
defeated in 15 states.
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Arming teachers
ignores research that
shows the presence of
a gun increases the
risks posed to
children.



Research Showing Danger to Children

FIREARMS ARE THE SECOND
LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR
AMERICAN CHILDREN AND TEENS.

I oo Vehicle 3,800
_ Cancer 1,853

B . focation 1,399

- Poisoning 1,033
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A recent study shows that the majority
of children are aware of where their
parents store their guns.

More than one third reported handling
their parents’ guns -- 40% of them
without their parents knowledge.

The vast majority of fatal
unintentional shootings of children are
self inflicted, or are by other children
and involve an unsecured gun.

Access to a firearm, irrespective of age,
doubles the risk of death by homicide.



Many schools have
experienced the danger of
guns in schools already.



Incidents of gun
discharges this
year:
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NEWS - CRIME & POLICE

Third-grader pulls trigger on Maplewood cop’s gun, firing a shot

AMERICA

Georgia School Evacuated After Teacher
Barricaded Himself In Classroom And
Fired Gun

February 28, 2018 - 10:37 PM ET

Teacher accidentally fires a gun in California high school
during class on public safety

School resource officer
accidentally fires gun
inside Virginia middie
school




The gun lobby claims arming
teachers will deter and stop
active school shooters, but
arming civilians is not an
effective way to stop active
shooters.



According to FBI
reports on active
shooter situations:
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Of 250 active shooter incidents,
armed civilians successfully
stopped the shooter in only seven
cases. In contrast, unarmed
civilians successfully intervened in
22 incidents.

Of these 22 incidents, unarmed
principals, teachers, other school
staff and students confronted or
restrained shooters to end the
threat in 59% of cases (13 incidents
total).



Armed civilians have put law
enforcement in danger,
delayed law enforcement
responses, and posed a risk to
innocent bystanders during
active shooter crises.



Confusion about
who is the good guy

“WEDON'T KNOW
WHO THE GOOD

GUY IS VERSUS

THE BAD GUY

WHEN EVERYONE
STARTS SHOOTING.”

-Dallas police chief David Brown
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America’s teachers,
school safety experts,
and law enforcement
oppose arming
teachers.



Expert opinion on the danger of arming

teachers

e The President and Executive Director of the Major Cities
Chiefs Association both agree that arming teachers is
‘not a good idea” and say, “The more guns that are
coming into the equation, the more volatility and the
more risk there is of somebody getting hurt.”
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Expert opinion on the danger of arming

teachers

e The National Education Association and the American
Federation of Teachers say: “Guns have no place in our
schools. Period. We must do everything we can to
reduce the possibility of any gunfire in schools, and
concentrate on ways to keep all guns off school
property and ensure the safety of children and school
employees.”
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Arming teachers would burden
schools with large new costs for
insurance and security.



The financial strain
of arming teachers
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Schools that opt-in may face
legal and liability issues related
to arming teachers.

Proposals to arm teachers will
likely result in additional costs
for training teachers, firearms,
ammunition, and other costs,
putting an additional financial
burden on school districts and,
ultimately, on taxpayers.



The best way to protect
American children from
school shootings is to pass
gun safety laws that can
prevent people with dangerous
histories from getting a gun.
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BACKGROUND CHECKS HAVE BLOCKED MORE THAN 3 MILLION SALES
10 PROHIBITED PURCHASERS SINCE 1994..

Bottom Line: Like many mass shooters, the 19-year-old suspected of shooting and killing

ONUNE THROUGH S”'ES UKE ARMSUSTCOM? at least 17 people and injuring 17 others at a high school in Parkland, Florida displayed

warning signs prior to the shooting. According to media reports, the alleged shooter was

known to have firearms, and his mother had contacted law enforcement regarding his

SAEIGRW CHECKS MATTER ¢ o S behavior on multiple occasions. Unfortunately, at the time Florida did not have a Red Flag
b e e laaw raguiing bk vl hardaun sk Law—a policy increasingly being adopted by states that empowers family members and law
sk Sy, enforcement to seek an Extreme Risk Protection Order, a court order temporarily restricting
1 I N ] 0 a person’s access to guns when they pose a danger to self or others. Like Florida— which
40% ] 5% enacted its own Red Flag Law with bipartisan support in March 2018 —states around
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and gun suicide. Thirteen states have now enacted Red Flag Laws in place—and at least 29

ol imnehiel, states and the District of Columbia have considered Red Flag legislation this year.



