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A Brief History
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Understanding Where We Came From

In 1995, the AR Supreme
Court contracted with
Arkansas Advocates for
Children and Families for an
Assessment of how the courts
could improve child abuse
and neglect cases. The
Assessment found that

children were not being

Courts. The AR Supreme
Court adopted
Administrative Order #15
establishing minimum
standards and qualification
for attorneys representing
children and indigent
parents in 1999, with an

In 2005, the AR Supreme Court Ad Hoc
Commiftee on Foster Care and Adoption issued a
reassessment of the status of child abuse and
neglect cases in the state and found that children
were better represented since the
implementation of the AAL and CASA Programs.

adequately represented in
court proceedings and
recommended minimum
qualifications and statewide
programs for legal
representation for children

and indigent parents. In 1997,

the AR General Assembly
created the Division of
Dependency-Neglect (DN)
Representation within the
Administrative Office of the

amendment in 2001.

In July 1999, the Court
Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) Program received
funding for grants to local
CASA programs enabling
more local programs to
begin. The AAL and CASA
work in partnership to
advocate for the best interest
of children in DN court.
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Attorney Ad Litem Training

Initial Qualification and Ongoing Requirements

The Arkansas AAL Program

The AR Supreme Court Program requires all attorneys has been nationally
requires that all attorneys employed or contracted with recognized for their
appointed to represent the program to attend the development and
children complete not less Children in the Courts implementation of g
than 10 hours of initial Conference and a Fall comprehensive children’s
qualification training and Conference each year. The attorney evaluation
complete a clinical component AAL Program offers protocol
where the attorney must approximately 40 hours of
participate in each type of continued legal education
hearing with an appointed annually. There are many e haEr T oo
attorney ad litem. To remain opportunities for joint :

- _ been with the program for
qualified, the attorney must training with CASA and other : ;

more than 10 years

maintain at least four child welfare professionals.

additional hours each year.
The Attorney Ad Litem

Key Responsibilities of the DN AAL

+ Provide Independent Legal Advocacy for Child’s Best Interest
» Maintain Ongoing Contact with Client and/or their Caregiver's
« Conduct Independent Investigation - May be done in Conjunction with CASA
« Actively Participate in all Hearings
« Earnest Efforts 1o Attend all Case Plan Staffings and Mediations
« Provide all Relevant Information to the Court
- Inform Court of Child’s Wishes if Different from AAL Recommendations
» Explain Court Proceedings and Attorney Role to Client
» Assist Client in Understanding their Legal Rights
« Advocate for Case Specific Services for the Child & Family
« Monitor Implementation of the Case Plans and Court Orders and Case Progress
» File Appropriate Pleadings
« Advocate for Timely Hearings without Unnecessary Delays
+ Advocatie for Speedy Permanency for the Child
¢ Request Orders that are Clear, Specific, and Include Timelines
e Advocate for CASA Volunteer to be Appointed
e Ensure CASA Report is Infroduced into Court Record
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

ARKANSAS

Arkansas CASA — A Statewide Program of Advocacy for Abused and Neglected
Children

During FY 2015, 3,768 vouth in foster care had a relentless volunteer advocate at their side thanks
to 1,325 CASA volunteers. All twenty-five local CASA programs across Arkansas are united in their
mission to provide quality advocacy for abused and neglected children in the court system and adhere
to comprehensive program standards. Volunteers undergo thorough background checks and
complete a minimum of thirty hours of training prior to working with any child.

A SOLUTION THAT WORKS-THE COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE PROGRAM

Better Outcomes Proven for Children

o Low CASA caseloads mean the courts can make better decisions for children. CASA volunteers
handle just 1 or 2 cases at a time, so that they can give each child’s case the sustained, personal
attention he or she deserves.i

e Children with CASA volunteers spent 7.5 months less in foster care, experience fewer out-of-
home placements and have significantly improved educational performance.ii
Cost Effectiveness

e During 2013, Arkansas CASA volunteers donated 132,385 hours, valued at $3,706,178 to
support youth in foster care.lii

e 75 to 1return on investment. Funding for one staff supervisory position within a local CASA
program supports 30 trained volunteer advocates, assigned to 75+ children’s cases within a
year.iv

" Caliber Associates, National CASA Association Evaluation Project, Fairfax, Virginia, 2004.

" calkins and Miller, The Effectiveness of Court Appointed Special Advcoates to Assist in Permanency Planning, 1999 and Waxman, Houston,
Profilest & Sanches, The Long-Term Effects of the Houston Child Advocates, Inc. Program on Children and Family Outcomes, Child Welfare, vol. 88
#6, pp. 25-48, Child Welfare League of America, Nov/Dec 2008.

" Arkansas Department of Human Services-Division of Community Service and Nonprofit Support, The 2013 Economic Impact of Arkansas
Volunteers.

¥ National CASA Association Standards for Local CASA/GAL Programs, 2012 edition, p. 30 and National CASA Association, 2013 National CASA
Association Annual Local Program Survey, Seattle, WA, (2013). CASAforChildren.org
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advacates
FOR CHILDREN

ARKARSAS

Arkansas CASA Programs

Arkansas CASA Association

Mary Beth Luibel, Director
625 Marshall St., Suite 2100
Little Rock, AR 72201
casalwarkansas.gov

Phone: (501)-410-1952

Cell: (501) 682-4171

Fax: (501)-682-2662
Toll-free (866)-284-8111

1% Judicial District .
CASA of Phillips County (Phillips, St. Francis
with future expansion to Lee)

Vacant, Executive Director
302 Cherry Street, Suite 301
Helena, AR 72342

Phone: (870)-338-8815

Fax: (870)-3384332
casa.phillipsi@att.net

2" Judicial District
CASA of Crittenden Cmmty (expandmg to
Cross)

Cassie Rutledge, Program Coordinator
905 North 7"

West Memphis, Arkansas 72301

Phone: (870)-702-5921

Fax: (870)-735-5260

crutledg(@mshs.org

Jeannetta Gilliam, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: (870) -702-5950/jgilliamiimshs.org

Phone: (870)-935-1099

Fax: (870)-935-1148

Toll-free (866)-804-2272

Cell: 870-278-3246
donna.lambbowyer@neacasa.org

2 Advocate Coordinator
Craighead and Poinsett Counties
Phone: (870) 935-1099

Cell: 870-891-1700

Amanda Frankenberger, Advocate
Coordinator

Clay, Greene and Mississippi Counties
P.O. Box 1921

Paragould, AR 72451

Phone: 870-240-8955

Fax: 870-240-8961

Cell: 870-240-3768
amanda.frankenberger(@neacasa.org

Barbara McMorries, Advocate
Recruiter/Trainer

Phone: 8§70-935-1099

Cell: 870-219-6803

barbara.mcmorries(@neacasa.ors

Desternie Richmond, Advocate
Recruiter/Trainer

Phone: 870-935-1099

Cell: 870-822-0733
desternie.richmond{@neacasa.org

3" Judicial District
CASA of the Third Judicial District

- Sharp. Lawrence, Randolph, & Jackson

2" Judicial District -
CASA of the 2" Judicial District
Clay, Greene, Craighead, Poinsett, Msszsszppx

Donna Lamb Bowyer, Executive Director
511 Union, Suite 327
Jonesboro, AR 72401

Greg Bess, Interim Director
P.O. Box 606 (mailing)

37 East Main St. (physical)
Ash Flat, AR 72542
greg/@wordsafterwords.com

Shirley Dawson, Advocate Coordinator

Sharp County/Ash Flat
Phone: (870)-994-7844
Fax: §70-994-7811

07/29/15
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advacates
FOR CHILDREN

ARKANSAS

Arkansas CASA Programs

Cell: 870.847.0875
casa3rdsharp@hotmail.com

Margaret Price, Advocate Coordinator
Jackson County/Newport

870-307-4614 (cell)
nmprice/@gatewaycasa.org

Kristen Cole, Youth Advocacy Specialist
Kristen/@nwacasa.org

Web Site: www.nwacasa.org
** All program inquiries need to be directed 10 either
Crystal Vickmark or Shelley Hart.

5™ Judicial District
Pope, Johnson, & Franklin

4™ 19E, 19W Judicial Districts
Benton, Washington, Madison and Carroll
CASA of Northwest Arkansas

Crystal Vickmark, Executive Director
3825 Cawood Lane

Springdale AR 72762

Phone: (479)-725-2213

Fax: (479)-927-3640

crystali@nwacasa.org

Shelley Hart, Program Director
(479)-725-2213
shellev@nwacasa.org

Colleen Smith, Development Director
Colleen@nwacasa.org

Arbor Buchanan, Training Specialist
arbor(@nwacasa.org

Ryan Brashears, rvan@nwacasa.org
Advocate Supervisor Benton County

Victoria Boyd Victoriaiwnwacasa.org
Advocate Supervisor Benton County

Vickie Robinson vickiewnwacasa.org
Advocate Supervisor Washington &
Madison County

Tara Marcom tara@nwacasa.org

Advocate Supervisor Washington County

Felicia Ramos, Older Youth Specialist
feliciafwnwacasa.org

Genney Baker, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1213

Russellville, AR 72811-1213
Phone: (479)-880-1195 ~

Fax: (479)-880-0163
casaSgb@suddenlinkmail.com

Melissa Simpson, Volunteer Coordinator
(Pope County)
casaScw(@suddenlinkmail.com

Cheryl Coleman, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: (479) 647-3293
arcasaScw(wsuddenlinkmail.com

6" Judicial District
Pulaski, Perry Counties

Darryl Capps, Executive Director
3001 W. Roosevelt Rd.

Little Rock, AR 72204

Phone: (501)-340-6741

Fax: (501) 340-6956
deapps@pulaskicounty.net

Jenni Smith, Advocate Supervisor
Phone: (501)-340-6732

Tammy Keech, Advocate Supervisor
Phone: (501)340-6946
tkeech@ pulaskicountv.net

8S, 8N& 9W Judicial Districts

Miller, Lafayette, Little River, Howard, Nevada,
& Hempstead

CASA For Children

07/29/15
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advacates
FOR CHILDREN

ARKANSAS

Arkansas CASA Programs

Danita Abernathy, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1546

Texarkana, TX 75504-1546

Phone: (870)-775-1252

Fax: (870)-775-1255
djabernathy(@casatexarkanas.org
www.casatexarkana.org

Malenda Cree, Program Director
Cell: 903-277-4932
malendacree(@casatexarkana.org

Tiffany Shavers, Case Supervisor
tiffanyshavers@casatexarkana.org

11E Judicial District
CASA of Arkansas County

9E Judicial District
CASA of Clark County (Clark and Plke
Counties)

Sharon Sandine, Executive Director
P. O. Box 429

DeWitt, AR 72042

Phone: (870)-946-0331

Cell: (870)-344-1791

Fax: (870)-946-0366
arkansascountyvcasa@yahoo.com
clerk21 1@hotmail.com

Stephanie Nobles, Volunteer Coordinator
arcocasacoordinator@vahoo.com

Karrie Goodman, Executive Director
419 Clay Street, Courthouse Square
PO Box 987

Arkadelphia, AR 71923

Phone: (870)-230-1450

Cell: (870)-245-6897

Fax: (870)-230-1166

Email: Director@clarkcasa.org

11W Judicial District

Jefferson, Lincoln

Voices for Children

10" Judicial District
Drew, Ashley, Chicot, Desha, Bradley

Leslie Vestal, Executive Director
108 North Main

Monticello, AR 71655

Phone: (870)-367-9449

Cell: (870) 831-9536

Fax: 1-800 -446 -1509

Email: casalOexdir@yahoo.com

Sativa Carpenter, Coordinator
Sativawind1272@email.com

Kimberly Smith, Executive Director
211 W. 3" Avenue, Suite 110

Pine Bluff, AR 71601

Phone: (870)-536-5922

Fax: (870)-536-4664
Kim_smith@pbreynoldscenter.org

Ollie Merritt, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: (870) -536-5922
Ollie _merritt@pbreynoldscenter.org

Ashley Miller, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: (870)-536-5922
Ashley miller@pbrevnoldscenter.org

12* Judicial District
CASA of Sebastian County

Glenda Evans, Executive Director
1216 Towson

Fort Smith, AR 72901

Phone: (479)-785-4171

Fax: (479)-785-4175

sebastiancasal sbeglobal.net

07/29/15
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Court Appointed Speciol Advocates

FOR CHILDREN

ARKANSAS

Arkansas CASA Programs

Denise Basham, Director Assistant
sebastiancasa3(@sbcelobal.net

13th Judicial District .
13th Judicial District CASA North
Calhoun, Cleveland, Dallas and Quachita
Counﬁes

Sandy Gilliam, Program Director

203 North Clifton Street, P.O. Box 946
Fordyce, AR 71742

Phone: (870)-352-8846

Fax: (870)-352-3638
dalcasa@windstream.net

Lisa Harvill, Advocate Supervisor
dalcasal(@windstream.net

Tammy Caldwell, Advocate Supervisor
313 Greening Street

Camden, Arkansas 71701

Phone: 870-836-4700

Fax: 870-352-3638
casaouachita@sbcglobal.net

13" South Judicial District
13th South Judicial District CASA
Columbia & Union Counties

El Dorado Office

Robin Krneta, Program Director (Columbia
County Supervisor)

100 West Grove, Suite 304

El Dorado, AR 71730

Phone: (870)-862-2272

Cell 501-620-0656

Fax (870)-862-2276

director(@ | 3southcasa.com

Vickie Kirk, Volunteer Coordinator
vkirk@13southcasa.com

Laverne Rainey. Assistant Volunteer
Coordinator
Irainev(w13southcasa.com

14™ Judicial District
CASA of the 14" Judicial District
Boone, Newton, Marion & Baxter

Melanie Ward, Executive Director
200 East Rush Street, Suite 8
Harrison, AR 72601

Mail: P.O Box 278

Harrison, AR 72602
mward@casal4.org

Phone: (870)-743-2212

Cell: (870)-504-0694

Fax: (870)-365-3837

Kristy Williams , Advocate Coordinator
Harrison

Phone: 870-743-2212
kwilliams(@casal4.org

15th Judicial District
Logan, Conway, Scott & Yell Counties
CASA of the Tri-Peaks Area

Cheri Garcez, Executive Director
Booneville Courthouse, Room 22
366 N. Broadway Ave.

Booneville, AR 72927

Phone: (479)-675-2641

Cell: (479) 206-3500

Fax: (479)-675-2642
casatripeaks|S(@@centurytel.net

Joan Bishop, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone: (479)-675-2641
adsuplogan@email.com

Tiffany May, Volunteer Coordinator (Yell
and Scott Counties)

Phone: 479-206-0901
casasupys@outlook.com

Rebecca Palek . Conway County Coordinator
1523 East Harding Street

Morrilton, AR 72110

Phone: 501-354-2272

Fax: (501)-354-2273
conwaycountycasa(@yahoo.com

07/29/15
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Court Appointed Speciol Advocotes
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ARKANSAS

Arkansas CASA Programs

we.casa.cclO@gmail.com

16" Judicial District '
CASA of the 16th Judicial D;stnct
Fulton, Izard, Stone, Cleburne & Independence

Sarah Hite, Case Coordinator
wc.casa.cc2@gmail.com

18E and 7th Judicial District
Garland County CASA
Garland, Hot Spring & Grant Counties

Colleen McKenzie, Program Director
Main Office—All mail sent here:
301 West Main Street

Heber Springs, AR 72543
Phone: (501)-365-7017
Cell: 501-691-3231

casal 6th5@hotmail.com

Suzanne Herron, Executive Director
Suzanne.herron(@garlandcountycasa.org

508 Ouachita Ave Suite B

Hot Springs, AR 71901

Phone: (501)-321-9269 ~ Fax: (501)-321-9021

Amy Bailey, Advocate Coordinator
(Cleburne & Stone Counties)

Cell: 501-691-4522 Donna Meeks, Advocate Coordinator

Casal6thl6@hotmail.com

Angela Chaffin, Advocate Coordinator
(Independence, Fulton and lzard Counties)
1141 E. Main St., Ste. 203

Batesville, AR 72501

Phone: (870)-262-803 1

Cell: 870-613-1379

casal 6ind@gmail.com

17" Judicial District
White, Prairie
CASA of White County

donna.meeks@garlandcountycasa.org

Molly VanWie, Advocate Coordinator
molly.vanwie@garlandcountycasa.org

Tonva Lee, Program Director 7" JD
Hot Spring & Grant Counties
tonya.lee(@7jdcasa.org
501-467-3306

Laura Burks, Executive Director

P.O. Box 477, 300 North Spruce Street (White

Co. Courthouse)

Searcy, AR 72145 (zip for mail) 72143 (zip for

physical address)

Phone: (501)-305-3428 ~ Fax: (501)-279-6263

Cell: (501)-593-5779
we.casa.director(@egmail.com

Donna Yingling, Case Coordinator
we.casa.cc | @gmail.com

Shannon Smith, Case Coordinator
we.casa.ccl [@gmail.com

Rebecca James, Case Coordinator

18W Judicial District

Poik, Montgomery, and Sevier Counties
CASA of the Ouachita Region

Cynthia Martin, Program Director
812 C De Queen, Suite C

Mena, AR 71953

Phone: (479)-243-9277 ~

Cell: 479-234-8566

Fax: (479)- 437-3307

Montgomery County Phone: (870)-867-4037

cschoeppev(@yahoo.com

Renee Hendrix, Director Assistant
Cell: 479-216-6437
Reneehendrix3 8/@yahoo.com

07/29/15
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Court Appointed Speciol Advocates
FOR CHILDREN
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Arkansas CASA Programs

20™ Judicial District 22" Judicial District
- CASA of the 20" Judicial Dlstrlct Saline County CASA
Faulkner, Van Buren, Searcy

Tess Fletcher, Executive Director

707 Parkway, Suite 105

Conway, AR 72034

Mail: P.O. Box 1202

Conway, AR 72033

Phone: (501)-328-3347 ~ Fax: (501)-328-5507
tfletcherie@hopeandjustice.org

Deb Kennemer, Lead Advocate Supervisor
Faulkner County

Phone: (501)-328-3347
dkennemer@hopeandjustice.org

Elizabeth Webster, Advocate Supervisor
Faulkner County

Phone: (501)-328-3347
ewebster@hopeandjustice.org

, Development Director
Phone: (501)-328-3347

Jennifer Harklau, Executive Director
P.O. Box 145, 102 South Main —Level B
Benton, AR 72018

Phone: (501)-303-5703 ~

Fax: (501)-776-2255
jharklau/@salinecountycasa.org

Pam Davis (Case Coordinator/PR)
Phone: (501)-776-2255 - also their fax #
pdavisi@salinecountycasa.org

Lisa Wicker/Volunteer Coordinator
Iwicker(@salinecountycase.org

23" Judicial District
CASA of Lonoke County

21* Judicial District
CASA of Crawford County

Delyce Palik, Executive Director
119 W. Front Street

Lonoke, AR 72086
(501)-676-6533

(501)-676-6543 fax
casa23@sbeglobal.net
www.lonokecasa.org

Shannon Weems, Volunteer Coordinator

Shannon_casa23(@sbcglobal.net

Celeste Lewis, Executive Director
Mailing address:

P.O. Box 433

Van Buren, AR 72957

Office address:

1112 Main Street

Van Buren, AR 72956

Phones: (479)-474-8502

Fax: (479) 471-5800
director@crawfordcasa.arcoxmail.com

Beverly (BJ) Lea, Volunteer Coordinator
Phone:(479) 474-8502

Cell :(479) 651-1243

Fax:(479) 471-5800
volunteersi@crawfordcasa.arcoxmail.com

07/29/15




